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ABSTRACT 

AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENTS’ PROBLEM IN WRITING 

 RECOUNT TEXT AT THE FIRST SEMESTER OF  

THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMPN 4 BANDAR LAMPUNG  

IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2016/2017 

 

By: 

Diana Lisa Za’in 

1211040131 

Writing is the way to express ideas or thought in words to give information for 

readers. Commonly, writing is the hardest thing for students because they should take 

a long process. Based on interview with the English teacher, it was found that 

students had difficulties in organize idea, lack of vocabulary, and write sentence 

ungrammatically. Therefore, the researcher was interested to know the students’ 

problem in writing recount text paragraph at the first semester of the eighth grade of 

SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. The objective of this research is to find and to know the 

students’ problem in writing recount text at SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung.   

The research methodology used in this research is descriptive qualitative research. 

The sample was chosen based on purposive sampling, the researcher chose VIII B 

and English teacher as the subject of the research, because the students of VIII B got 

the lowest score in writing recount text. The number of students of VIII B was 25 

students. The researcher used documents, interview, and questionnaire to gather the 

data. To analyze the data, the researcher used three steps by Miles and Huberman, 

they are: data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/ verification. 

The result showed that there were five aspects of problem faced by students in 

writing recount text such as: content (4.10%), organization (14.23%), vocabulary 

(2.05%), language (33.71%), and then mechanics (45.90)%. It means that, the most 

dominant problem in writing recount text is mechanics. Beside that, the causes of 

students problem in writing recount text are grammatical weakness, knowledge and 

understanding, less practice, and educational background. 

 

Keywords: Writing, Students’ Problem in Writing, Recount Text, and Qualitative.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

 

Human beings need communication to deal with one and another in their lives. They 

express their ideas and share their feeling in order to get information from others. In 

communication, they need language to express their idea. English is one of the 

languages which is widely used in the world. It is important to be mastered because 

most of the current international communication is delivered through English. 

 

English as the international language that need to be mastered by people in the world. 

From one country people can communicate with other people from other countries by 

using English. English is also needed to transfer knowledge and high technology even 

culture, because most of books of knowledge of hightechnology are written in 

English so that English is taught in school of almost allthe countries of the world.  

 

English is taught in Indonesia as a foreign language and it is a compulsory subject 

that should be given to the students of junior high school up to university.There are 

four skills of English including listening, speaking, reading, and writing.Writing is a 

medium of human communication that represents language and emotion through the 

inscription or recording of signs and symbols. 
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According to Sheridan, writing is the most important to do. It helps us to catch our 

ideas, realize our thought, and stand out as fluent persuasive people both on paper on 

our feet in front of the meeting or the boss.
1
 In this case writing as a media of human 

communication that represent ideas or thought on the paper, therefore writing can 

gives information to the readers.   

Furthermore, Perkins says that writing is a process that requires writers to develop a 

cognitive awareness of the writing choices available to them.
2
 In order for the writers 

to make choices about their content and style, they need to be reminded and further 

informed about those choices open to them.  

Moreover, according to Hyland writing is both texts and contexts, the work of both 

individuals and institutions.
3
 This requires us to consider not only texts but also their 

relationship to the wider social environment within specific situations based on the 

real context which is happend.  

On the other hand, Leo et.al state that writing as a process of expressing ideas or 

thought in words should be done at our leisure.
4
 In this case, writing as the process to 

express the ideas in written form that should be done at leisure time. Based on 

statements above it can be concluded that writing is a prosess to express ideas or 

thought in words and text form that give information for the people.  

                                                             
1
 Sheridan Baker, The practical Stylish (New York : Harper & Row Publisher, 1991) , p.1. 

  
2
Ray Perkins, 2005, “Teaching Writing”. (Online, available: 

http://wac.colostate.edu/journal/vol9/perkins.pdf)  access on March 23
rd

, 2015.  
  

3
 Ken Hyland, Teaching and Researching Writing (LOndon : Pearson, second Ed, 2009), p.40. 

  
4
 Leo Sutanto, et.al, English for Academic Purpose : Essay Writing (Yogyakarta : ANDI, 

2007), p.1. 

http://wac.colostate.edu/journal/vol9/perkins.pdf
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Teaching writing in second and foreign language has been an interesting topic for 

many researchers. Many theories and methodologies have discovered different 

perspectives that can be applied in the classroom. Although many theories and 

methodologies applied in the class, most students still get score under Criteria of 

Minimum Mastey (KKM). The main point for this situation is to find out what 

problems that students faced when they do the writing.  

 

Referring  to  the  English  Curriculum  of  School  Based  or Kurikulum Tingkat 

Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP), the purpose of writing for the Junior High School is to 

encourage the students to write some kinds of texts in the form of functional texts 

(advertisements, brochures, personal letters, and announcements and notice) and 

monolog texts (procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, and report). These texts 

have their own characteristics, such as social function, generic schematic structures, 

lexical items, and grammatical features. 

 

Based on KTSP curriculum, the objectives of teaching writing of the eighth grade is 

to make students are able to create short functional texts and simple monolog texts 

are descriptive, recount, and narrative. The students should understand the social 

function (purpose), generic structure, and language features of the texts. The 

distribution of the texts given can be seen in this following table:
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Table 1  

The Distribution of the Texts Given for Junior High School of the Eighth Grade 

 

Grade / Semester Descriptive Recount Narrative 

Grade VIII / 1
st
 semester    

Grade VIII / 2
nd

 semester    

 

Based one table above recount text is taught twice in Junior High School, in the first 

semester and second semester. In this case, recount text introduced at the first 

semester and then taught again at the second semester. The students should 

understand about generic structure, language feature, and social function of recount 

text. Thus, the students are able to write recount text which is appropiate with 

objective of teaching writing based on KTSP curriculum.
 5
 

Recount text is retelling past event intends to entertain or inform others what 

happened in the past. The purpose is to tell past event and give information to the 

readers. It begins with an orientation that gives the background of knowledge for the 

readers in order to understand about the text such as who was involved, where it 

happened, and when it happened. Then, recount text unfolds with a series of events. 

At the last stage there may be some personal comment on the event which called 

reorientation. Thus, it can be concluded that a recount text has three elements: 

orientation, events and reorientation.  

In preliminary research conducted at SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung, researcher got the 

data from an English Teacher in SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung Mrs. Martha Nainggolan, 

                                                             
 

5
 Syllabus for Junior High School of the Eighth Grade. 
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S.Pd, she said that students have difficulties in organize idea, lack vocabulary and 

write the sentence ungrammatically. They score also were still under from criteria of 

minimum mastery (KKM), where KKM in SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung is 75.
6
 It means 

that the students have the problem in writing recount text. 

Table 2 

The Students’ Score of Writing Recount Text at the Eighth Grade of  

SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung in Academic Year of 2015/2016  

 

No 
Criteria of 

Minimum Mastery 

Class Total Percentage  

8A 8B 8C 8D 8E 8F 

1 
≥ 75 

14 7 10 11 11 12 65 42.21% 

2 
< 75 

12 18 15 15 15 14 89 57.79% 

Total 26 25 25 26 26 26 154 100 

Source : Document of the Eighth Grade of SMP N 4 Bandar Lampung in the 

Academic Year of 2015/2016. 

 

Based on table above it can be known that achievement from students in SMPN 4 

Bandar Lampung is still not yet optimal, namely only 42.21 % of the students achieve 

complete while 57.79% of them not yet complete based on Criteria of Minimum 

Mastery (KKM) used in SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung is 75.  The data shown us 89 

students from 154 students still get score under KKM. It means that the students have 

the problem in writing recount text.  

According to Mustika in her thesis, entitled “An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in 

Writing Recount Text: A Case Study at Eleventh Grade Students of MA Putra Al-

                                                             
 

6
 Martha Nainggolan, S.Pd, The Data from English Teacher of SMP N Bandar Lampung. 
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Ishlahuddiny Kediri”.
 7

 It was aimed to know students’ difficulties and the factors 

contributing to the difficulties in writing recount text. The results of her research are 

the students had difficulty in vocabulary (83%), content (70%), organization and 

sentence structure (64%). The factors which contribute to those difficulties arenthe 

students were still confused in using to be and modal auxiliary verb. 

In addition, Esterlina stated in her thesis, entitled “Error Analysis of Students’ 

Writing Recount Text at English Department FKIP UHN Pematangsiantar”
8
 The 

objective of her study was to investigate the students’ difficulties in writing recount 

text at English Department UHN Pematangsiantar. The results are the students had 

difficulties in using verb tense, word choice, word order, and punctuation. 

Based on explanation above, the researcher interested to investigate the problem that 

students faced when writing recount text. Therefore, the researcher conducted a 

research  entitled“ An Investigation of Students’ Problem in Writing Recount Text at 

the First Semester of the Eight Grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung in the Academic 

Year of 2016/2017”. 

 

 

 

                                                             
 

7
 Heni Yuni Mustika,  An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Writing Recount Text: A Case 

Studey at Eleventh Grade Students of MA Putra Al-Ishlahuddiny Kediri, p.3 and 9,Unpublished. 

 
8
 Rut Esterlina,  Error Analysis of Students’ Writing Recount Text at English Department 

FKIP UHN Pematangsiantar, p.6 and 62, Unpublished. 
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B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the researcher identified the problems as follows :  

1. The students have problem in writing recount text. 

2. The students have difficulties in organize idea, lack of vocabulary and write  

sentence ungrammatically. 

3. The students’ achievement in writing recount text is below the expectation. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

The researcher was investigated the students’ problems in writing recount text at the 

first semester of the eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung the academic year of 

2016 / 2017. 

 

D. Formulation of the problem 

Referring to the identification of the problem and limitation of the problem above, the 

researcher formulated the problems as follows :  

1. What are students’ problems in writing recount text ? 

2. What is the most dominant problem in writing recount text? 

3. Why do the students have problem in writing recount text ? 
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E. Objective of the Research 

The objectives of this research are : 

1. To find out students’ problems in writing recount text. 

2. To know the most dominant problem in writing recount text. 

3. To know the causes of students’ problem in writing recount text. 

 

F. Use of the Research 

1. Theoretically  

This research gave information about students’ problem in writing recount 

text of the eighth grade at SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. 

2. Practically 

a. For English teacher 

This research gave contribution for English teacher to pay attention more 

when teaching writing especially recount form. 

b. For the students 

Motivation for students to make better writing especially in recount form. 
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G. Scope of the Research 

1. Subject of the research 

Subject of the research was the students at the eighth grade of SMPN 4 

Bandar Lampung. 

2. Object of the Research 

The object of the research was the students’ problems in writing recount text. 

3. Place of the Research 

The research was conducted at SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. 

4. Time of Research 

The research was conducted at the first semester in the academic year of 2016/ 

2017. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 

A. Concept of Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

As an international language, English is learned from elementary school up to 

university in Indonesia. English language teaching has a special position in schools. It 

is compulsory subject and local content subject. According to Government 

Regulation (Peraturan Pemerintah) in Lauder, Number 28 of 1990, which stated that 

English is to be taught from the first year of Junior High School but may be taught as 

early as Primary Four at the school‟s discretion.
1
 In this case, English as compulsory 

subject taught from Junior High School up to university.  

 

Besides, Djojonegoro stated that English is categorized as a local content subject. A 

local content subject means that the subject should be relevant to local needs and 

regional conditions. Therefore, ELT in primary schools should be based within a 

local-based curriculum.
2
 English as local content subject taught from kindergarten up 

to Elementary School. English is also introduced to kindergarten. To understand 

about the language, the students have to master the language skills they are listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing with its components.  

                                                             
1
 Allan Lauder, The Status and Function of English in Indonesia: A Review of Key Factors  

(Depok : FIB, University of Indonesia, 2008), p.8. 
2
 Adzanil Prima Septy, Assumptions and Evidences about Introducing English in Indonesian 

primary schools (Padang : University of Bung Hatta, 2000), p.4. 
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Language teaching is influenced by ideas on the nature of language (language 

theories) and the learning conditions that make learners acquire the language 

(learning theories).
3
 In learning English as a foreign language, it is very difficult 

because it has different characteristic from our mother tongue, although students have 

studied it for a long time but their English ability is still low not only in speaking but 

also in writing. It means that the teachers are urged to repair their teaching method. 

The teacher has responsibility to make condition to be conducive by giving 

assignment, stimulus, guidance, direction, and also support his/her students in the 

teaching learning process. 

In learning English students are not only expected to be able to use language, but also 

to receive and get information. In teaching and learning process, the material should 

be arranged carefully. The material has to be arranged based on the students‟ need, 

desire and ability. It means that the teacher has to prepare the material as well as 

possible before teaching-learning process. The teacher is urged to be creative in order 

to their students get the point easily. It is very important for students who learn 

foreign language. To get the best result in teaching English, the students should be 

given more opportunities to apply the language by giving them practice in speaking 

and writing.  

                                                             
3
 Ag Bambang Setiyadi, Teaching English As a Foreign Language (Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu, 

2006), p.20. 
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According to Lim in Aprilia, the purpose of teaching foreign language is enable the 

students to use the language to communication. 
4
 It means that, in learning English 

the teacher did not only give the students theory about English but also he/she has 

time for practicing in their communication whether written or spoken through English 

language instruction. To achieve the target, the English teacher should be able to 

motivate the students in the classroom. According to Brown, teaching is showing or 

helping someone to learn how to do something.
5
 It means that teaching is given 

instruction, guiding in studying something, providing with knowledge and causing 

understanding. 

 

B. Concept of Teaching and Learning Writing 

Teaching writing is process to make students are able to gather ideas, organize them, 

and arrange them into a good composition. The teacher offers guidance in helping 

students to engage in the process of composing the word. The teacher should 

encourage the student to develop their ideas by using their own though. According to  

Tribble, this implies that, for variety of practical reason, it through they mastery of 

writing that the individual comes to be fully effective in intellectual organizing, not 

                                                             
4
 Nuri Aprilia, An Analysis of Language Mechanical Error in Paragraph Writing  (IAIN 

Lampung : unpublished Thesis, 2012), p.8. 
5
 H. Douglas Brown, Teaching Principle of Language Learning and Teaching  (London : 

Longman, 1980), p.5. 
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only in management of everyday affairs, but also in the expression of ideas and 

argument.
 6
 

A paragraph begins with a general sentence that introduces the topic. This sentence is 

called the topic sentence, and it contains the main idea in the paragraph.
 7
 It means 

that in a paragraph, the writer wants to convey certain topic to the reader. The topic 

can be developed based on what writer wants in other word explanation of the topic. 

In writing the student can choose some of strategies that they can use in developing 

their ideas. Sometime brainstorming is effective, and other times listing is more 

successful; sometime they begin in the middle, and sometime at the beginning. 

Developing such multiple strategies can prove beneficial for all students, thought of 

course each student will have favorite strategies.
 8

  It means that the students need 

suitable strategies to develop their ideas well. In this case, the students can use a 

technique in developing their ideas well. So, the teacher should be creative in learning 

teaching process. 

 

 

C. Concept of Writing 

Writing is one of the skills to be achieved in English Language learning. Writing has 

always formed part of the syllabus in the teaching of English. Writing has been 

                                                             
6
 Chistopher Tribble, Language Teaching (London : Oxford University Press, 1996),  p.13. 

7
 Joy M Reid, The Process of Paragraph writing ( New Jersey : Prentice Hall Regents, 1994). 

p.29. 
8
 Ibid. p.41 
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characterized as a written thinking. The students have to express their feelings, ideas, 

and experience through writing in order to deliver information to the readers. 

According to Byrne, writing can be said to be the act of farming these symbol 

making marks on a flat surface of some kind. However, writing is clearly 

much more than the production of graphic symbol, just as speech is more than 

the production of sound. The symbols have to be arranged, according to 

covention to form word, and word have to arranged to form sentences. 
9
 

It means that writing is not about produce the symbols, but also the words that have to 

be arranged well. Therefore the reader can understand the message or the information 

of the written text. This also means that writing is used for communicating one‟s idea 

in written form to the readers.  

 

Harmer stated that writing should be done with understanding from the past in order 

to inform and express what happened. It should be well-organized in order to be 

understandable for readers.
10

 A good writing can deliver information for the reader, 

so that it should be well-organized and easy to understand for the reader. Writing skill 

deals with the ability to arrange the graphic system such as the letter, words and 

sentences of certain language being used in written communication in order to the 

reader can understand the message or the information. This also means that writing is 

used for communicating the ideas in written form to the readers. In other word, 

writing can be defined as away of communication by transforming observations, 

                                                             
9
 Donn Byrne, Teaching Writing Skill  (London : Longman Group ltd, 1988), p.1. 

10
 Jeremy Harmer, Practice of English Language Teaching  (London : Longman, 2001)  p.3. 
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information, thought, or ideas into language, so it can be shared with others and 

process of expressing ideas or thought in words should be done at our leisure. 

According to the statements above, the researcher concluded that writing is an 

activity in which person express his/her ideas, thought expression and feelings which 

is used for communicating to the readers in the written form. So, in writing as the 

ways sending a message or information must have the purpose to make the readers 

easy to understand it.     

Writing is not easy because it takes study and practice to develop this skill. According 

to Harmer there are four processes in writing such as planning, drafting, editing, and 

final version.
 11

  It can be seen as follows : 

Stages of Writing Process 

Planning        drafting          editing         final version. 

a. Planning 

Experienced writers plan what they are going to write. Before starting to write or 

type, they try and decide what it is they are going to say. For some writers this may 

involve making details notes. When planning, writers have to think about three main 

issues. In the first place, they have to consider the purpose of their writing, the 

audience they are writing for, and the content structure of the piece.
12

 In the other 

words, the planning stage also known as prewriting. It requires preliminary thinking 
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 Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing (New York : Longman, 1991),  p.5. 

 12 Ibid.  
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about the written assignment as good as some exploration and formal planning of 

ideas into a structure outline. It means that in this step we just write down the 

sentences as we think without worrying about the sentences correct or not. Besides 

that, it can generate ideas and develop main thesis or purpose statement. 

b. Drafting  

It refers to the first version of writing as a draft. This first „go‟ at a text is often done 

on the assumption that it will be amended later. As the writing process proceeds into 

editing, a number of drafts may be produced on the way the final version.
13

 

Therefore, during drafting the writer puts her/his idea into complete thought, such as 

sentences and paragraph. The writer organizes her/his ideas in a way that allows the 

reader to understand her/his message. 

c. Editing (Reflecting and Revising) 

The writer has produced a draft, then, she/he usually read through what she/he has 

written to see how it works. Perhaps the order of the information is not clear. Perhaps 

the way something is written is ambiguous or confusing. She/he may use a different 

form of words for a particular sentence. More skills the writer tends to look at issues 

at general meaning and over all structure before concentrating on detailed features 

such as individual words and grammatical accuracy. Besides, it is a particular type of 

revision focusing especially on language and mechanics. Students may begin editing 

by focusing on editing errors. It means that editing is processing, not a one-time 

                                                             
 13 Jeremy Harmer, Op Cit, p.5 
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event. When the writer edits his/her work, he/she is checking the place of error. Its 

typically errors are spelling, punctuation, capitalization and formatting (indenting of 

paragraph). 

d. Final Version 

Once the students have edited their draft, making the changes they consider to be 

necessary, they produce their final version.
14

 So, that this is the final stage in the 

writer process and the written text is ready to publication. The processes above 

provide the students with a series of planned learning experiences to help them 

understand the nature of writing at every point. Therefore, the processes of writing is 

important to produce a good writing. 

 

D. Concept of Students Writing Ability 

According to Admin writing ability is the skill to express ideas, thoughts, and feelings 

in written form to make other people or readers understand the messages delivered.
15

 

Writing skills are an important part of communication.  Having good writing skills 

will allow people to communicate or deliver the messages easily and clearly to others. 
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 Jeremy Harmer, Loc.Cit p.5. 

15
 Admin, Definition of Writing Ability 2010. (Retrieved on June 2, 2017), 
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In addition, writing ability is the ability to create coherent and cohesive discourses 

following prescribed patterns for developing and organizing discourse.
16

   

The definition above explains that writing skills help students get effectiveness, 

independence, comprehensibility, and creativity in writing.  If the students have 

mastered these skills, they will be able to write.  In other hands, the students not only 

able to read what they have written, but also other speakers of that language can read 

and understand it. 

On writing, an evaluation should be done to measure or to know the students‟ ability 

in writing.  The effectiveness of learning process of writing skill can be measured 

through an evaluation activity.  There are two general types of scoring students‟ 

writing: holistic and analytic scoring.  Holistic scoring involves the assignment of a 

single score to a piece of writing on the basis of an overall test performance.  Analytic 

Scoring is methods of scoring which require a separate score for each of a number of 

aspects of a task.
17

 Therefore, the students‟ ability in writing can be measured through 

an evaluation activity. 
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 Text-as-discourse in Jyi-Yeon-Yi, Defining Writing Ability for Classroom Writing 

Assessment in High School 2009, (Retrieved on June 2, 2017), 
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E. Concept of the Problem in Writing 

Writing is a process of transferring ideas into written form which is understandable. 

There are several kinds of text which is stated in syllabus of the eighth grade of 

Junior High School. The students should understand about generic structure, and 

language feature of the text. The students also should pay attention about content, 

organiztion, vocabulary, language, and mechanics when writing a text. writing is skill 

which is important to be mastered as well. As the writer, she/he should knows how to 

develop paragraph into good composition. It included the ideas, unity of paragraph, 

sentences pattern, grammar, correct punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. 

 

1. Definition of the Problem in Writing 

Writing is a complicated skill of English. When students have good vocabulary and 

the sentence pattern, they were able to arrange and write a good composition of 

writing. In addition, writing is students‟ expressing their idea and feeling that 

combined with vocabulary mastery, grammar mastery and technique to write a good 

writing form. Based on explanation above, it can concluded that writing is skill of 

English in expressing idea and feeling that combined with vocabulary mastery, 

grammar mastery and technique to write a good written form. In oxford Advanced 

Learner‟s Dictionary the definition of problem is question to be solved or decided.
18

 

In other words, there are things that have not been absorbed its meaning because there 

is something that is difficult to achieve. Problem in writing is things which difficult to 
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 Martin H Manser, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English (New York : 

Oxford University Press, 1994), p.328. 
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understand when writing a written task. In summary, problem in writing means the 

things that students do not understand when they are write a written task. In this case, 

need more attention to decide or solve the students‟ problem. 

 

2. Kinds of Problem in Writing 

There are many general areas of problem encountered by the students when they are 

ordered to write a text. According to Ngabut in Kirani there are four areas of common 

problems in writing, they are content, organizing, vocabulary, and grammar.
19

 

Content refers to the substance of writing, the experience of the main idea (unity). It 

is identified by seeing the topic sentence. Then, organization. Organization refers to 

the logical organization of the content (coherence). While, vocabulary refers to the 

selection or words those are suitable with the content. Last, Grammar refers to the use 

of the correct grammatical forms and syntactical pattern. It is identified form the 

construction of well-formed sentence. Supported by Kim the types of writing 

problems are contents, organization, language, vocabulary and mechanics.
20

 It means 

that mechanics is one of the problems in writing. Mechanics is the use of the graphic 

convention of the language, capitalization, spelling, paragraphing and punctuation.  

Moreover, Broughton et.al categorized the problem of writing into four parts, as 

follows: 
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1)Mechanical problems with the script of English, 2) Problems of accuracy of 

English grammar and lexis, 3) Problems of relating the style of writing to the 

demands of a particular situation, 4) Problems of developing ease and comfort 

in expressing what needs to be said. 
21

 

 

In summary, the problems are included mechanical, grammar, style of writing and 

expression. Style of writing is the manner of expressing thought in language 

characteristic of an individual, period, school, or nation. Beyond the essential 

elements of spelling, grammar, and punctuation, writing style is the choice of words, 

sentence structure, and paragraph structure, used to convey the meaning effectively. 

In this case, expression can be merged into style of writing. So, the problem above 

can be concluded into mechanical, grammar, and style of writing. 

 

In other words, Msanjila stated that problems in writing are capitalization problem, 

punctuation problem, inexplicitness/Fuzziness, poor organization/illogical sequence, 

spelling problem, and grammatical errors. 
22

 In this case, Msanjila clasified more 

detail for the problem in writing even her statements are similar with the previous 

area of the problems that have mentioned above.  

Futhermore, Mojica stated that writing problems are : 

(1)Word usage and English expression, (2) confusion about about the subtle 

differences among similar words due to insufficient cultural knowledge, (3) 

limited vocabulary, (4) grammatical errors, (5) organization, (6) error on 
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preposition (7) L1 influence and (8) independent thinking-ranging from 

lexical, syntactic level to rhetorical and cultural levels.
23

 

Based on explanation above, researcher only focused on students‟ problem according 

to Kim. The researcher chose Kim‟s theory because it is more detail and covered all 

aspects of the writing problem, such as contents, organization, language, vocabulary 

and mechanics. Therefore, researcher investigated the students‟ written task based on 

five indicators such as content, organization, language, vocabulary and mechanics.  

 

3. Causes of Problem in Writing  

Cause is a reason for an action or condition. According to Huwari and Fadi, there are 

four reasons behind weakness of writing such as grammatical weakness, knowledge 

and understanding, less practice, and educational background.
 24

 Grammatical 

weakness means that the students are unable to write a short paragraph, article, or 

passage without a lot of grammatical mistake. In this case, the students do not 

understand well yet about the sentence pattern and tenses that is used in writing. 

Knowledge and understanding refers to students misunderstanding the requirement of 

writing. It included understanding about process of writing, and writing ideas which 

appropiate with the topic. While, less practice means the students seldom do writing. 

Therefore, they can not improve their writing skill to make a good writing if they are 
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not practice to write in English. Then, educational background can be refers to how 

the teacher explain material in the classroom. Whether the teacher teach writing 

clearly or not, it can affect the students effective writing. In short, there are four 

causes of problem in writing ; grammatical weakness, knowledge and understanding, 

less practice, and educational background. 

 

F. Concept of Paragraph 

Most English writing is organized into paragraph. According to Oshima and Hogue, 

paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of related 

sentence develops one main idea.
25

 It can be made up short sentences or long 

sentences. The paragraph should be long enough to develop the main idea clearly. In 

other words, a paragraph is a group of related sentences that supports one main idea. 

Moreover, Siahaan stated that a paragraph is a piece of written text that can be 

classified into three parts ; there are beginning, the body, and the ending. 
26

 It can be 

summarized that a paragraph is a written text that contain several sentences and and 

has three parts that develop one main idea. 

Futhermore, Lorch stated that paragraph is the smallest unit of writing that can 

effectively present an argument and the proof of the argument. The paragraph is made 
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up of a topic sentence and number of support sentence.
27

 It concluded that a 

paragraph starts with  a topic sentence that states the main idea of paragraph and it 

tells what the paragraph will explain about the topic and there are some support 

sentence to  develop the  paragraph  . 

Based on statement above, researcher concluded that the paragraph is a group of 

sentences that has relation to develop several sentences about a main topic and a 

paragraph consists of three parts, they are introduction that as the introductory 

sentence, body that consist supporting sentences, and the last is the ending that 

concludes the paragraph. 

 

G. Types of Text 

In English, we can found type of writing. Each of these writing has its own 

characteristics and functions. The students of senior should have knowledge of those 

writing text. Gerot and Wignell state that in English there are many kinds of genre in 

writing, there are :  

1. Spoof  

To tell an event with a humorous twist. The generic structure are :  

a. Orientation : sets the scene. 

b. Events  : tells what happened. 
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c. Twist  : provides the „punchline‟. 

2. Recount 

To tell about past experience or activity in the past. The generic structure are : 

a. Orientation : provide the setting and introduces participant. 

b. Event  : tell the sequence happened. 

c. Re-orientation : optional-closure of event. 

3. Report 

To describe the way things are, with reference to a range of natural, man-

made and social phenomena in our environment. The generic structure are : 

a. General classification : tells about general information based on 

  phenomenon. 

b. Description  : gives detail explanation about the topic. 

4. Analycal Exposition 

To persuade the reader or listener that something in the case. The generic 

structure are :  

a. Thesis  : introduces the topic, includes main arguments to be 

  presented. 

b. Argument  : consist of a point and elaborate sequence. 

c. Re-orientation : restate the position more forcefully. 

5. Explanation 

To explain the processes in the formation or workings of natural of socio-

cultural phenomena. The generic structure are : 
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a. A general statement to position the reader. 

b. A sequenced explanation of why or how something occurs. 

6. News Item 

To  inform the readers, listeners or viewers about events of the day which are 

considered newsworthly or important. The generic structure are : 

a. Newsworthly events : recounts the event in summary form. 

b. Background event    : elaborate what happened, to whom, in what 

     Circumstances. 

c. Sources    : comments by participant, witnesses and authorities 

    expert on event. 

7. Anecdote 

To share with others an account of an unusual or amusing incident. The 

generic structure are : 

a. Abstract   : signals the retelling of an unusual incident. 

b. Orientation : set the scene. 

c. Crisis  : provides detail of the unusual incident 

d. Reaction  : reaction to crisis 

e. Coda  : optional-reflection on or evaluation of the incodent. 

8. Narrative 

To amuse, entertain and to deal with actual or vicarious experience in 

different ways. The generic structure as follows : 

a. Orientation : sets the scene and introduce the participants 
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b. Evaluation  : a stepping back to evaluate the plight 

c. Complication : a crisis arises. 

d. Resolution  : the crisis is resolved, for better or for worse. 

e. Re-orientatio : optional. 

 

9. Procedure  

To make or to do something. It gives an instruction about the steps to do 

something. The generic structure as follows : 

a. Goal  : purpose of doing instruction 

b. Materials  : ingredients or equipments 

c. Steps  : set of instructions. 

10. Descriptive 

To describe particular person, place, or thing. It describes something in 

specific. The generic structure as follows : 

a. Identification : identify phenomenon to be described. 

b. Description : gives information the characteristics of an object. 

11. Hortatory Exposition 

To persuade the readers or listeners that something should or should not be the 

case. The generic structure as follows : 

a. Thesis  : announcement of issue of concern. 

b. Arguments  : reasons for concern, leading for recommendation. 
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c. Recommendatio : statement of what might or might not to happen. 

12. Discussion  

To present points of view about an issue. The generic structure as follows : 

a. Issue   : statement and preview. 

b. Arguments  : the point and elaboration. 

c. Conclusion recommendations. 

13. Review 

To critique an art work or event for a public audience. The generic structure as 

follows : 

a. Orientation   : background information of the text 

b. Interpetative recount : concluding statement 

c. Evaluation   : summary of art works including characters and 

  plot. 

d. Evaluative summation : the last opinion about the appraisal or punch 

  line of the art work being critized.
 28

 

Based on the statements above, researcher concludes that there are 13 types of text in 

English, such as spoof, recount, report, analytical exposition, news item, anecdote, 

narrative, procedure, description, hortatory exposition, explanation, discussion, 

reviews. In this research, the researcher focused on recount text. The researcher 

chooses recount text because the students‟ score is lower than other kind of the text. 
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Therefore the researcher investigated students‟ written task of recount text to find and 

to know their problem in writing recount text. 

 

H. Concept of Recount Text 

Anderson and Anderson stated that recount text is a piece of text that retells past 

event, usually in the order in which they occoured. It Purpose is to provide the 

audience with a description of what occouredand when it occourred.
29

 It means that 

this text gives description to the audience about past event. The purpose of literary/ 

story recount is to tell a sequence of events so that it can entertain and inform the 

readers. 

Moreover, Hyland stated that recount text is reconstruct past experience by retelling 

events in original sequences.
30

 In this case, the text retells about the real context that 

happened in the past based on original sequences, so it must be arranged 

systematically of events that occured. 

In other words, Corbett and strong said that recount text should be a retelling of 

events that have actually happened.
31

 It is similiar by the experts that have mentioned 

above. From all definition above, researcher concluded that recount text is a kind of 
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the text that gives information into chronologically of what had happened. The 

purpose are to inform and entertain the readers about the description that happened in 

the past.  

1. Generic Structure of Recount Text 

a. Orientation  : Recount text begins by telling the reader who was  

involved, what happened, where this event take place 

and when it happened. 

b. Events   : The main important activities or events that occurred 

  in that story. The function is to give more explanation 

  of the orientation. 

c. Re-orientation  : A conclusion of story. In other words this is a kind of 

  the text that saying about how a thing in the past 

happens in chronologically and also saying about a  

feeling of that things. Some recount have an evaluative 

comment or conclusion which may constitute the 

writers comment on event described previously, but 

this is just optional. The conclution is written in the 

last paragraph, and because this part is optional, some 

recount may not have this conclution paragraph. 
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2. Language Feature of Recount Text 

a. Use of specific participant : a younger brother, sister, mother, or the writer 

him/herself : I, my brother, my mother. 

b. Use of the past tense  : (Last school holiday I decided to spend my 

vacation) 

c. Use of temporal and conjunction : After, when, then, before, during, or 

conjunction such as ”first, next,  then”. 

d. Personal comments         : (The holiday was cool , I was happy 

      because I  had a great vacation in Italy, 

      etc). 

e. Topic         : Embarassing moment, scary memory, last 

        holiday,  unforgetable experience. 

 

Table 3 

Example of Recount Text 

(Adapted from Pasti Bisa Teaching Genre-Based Writing). 

 

Organization Text 

Title Last Vacation 

Orientation 

Some friends and I went to Yogyakarta for a 

vacation last month. It was fun and we had a 

wonderful time ther. 

Event 

We had vacation soon after the school exam 

was over. We choose to go to Yogyakarta 

because we thougt that the place was nice 

and the people were friendly. In addition, 

some friends have told me that it has a lot of 

places of interests. 

We left from Yogya early in the morning, 

and we took Pramex train that departed from 
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Solo at 08.00 AM.  We got off in Yogyakarta 

Railway Station, and headed to one of the 

Food Stalls in Malioboro for some food and 

drinks. We were surprised to see that 

everything in Malioboro has been arranged 

well now. 

After we had a walk around the place for few 

minute, we took a taxi and headed to one the 

most famous beaches, Parangteritis Beach. 

On the beach we really enjoyed the beauty of 

the waves reaching the seashore. We stay 

there for several hours, before finally we 

decided to be back to Solo. 

Re-orientation 

We were very happy to spend a day playing 

waters and enjoy the natural beauty of the 

beach. We left Yogyakarta Railway Station 

at a quarter to four by pramex train and got 

home around 5.30 PM. It was both tiring and 

fun. 

 

 

I. Concept of Problem in Writing Recount Text Paragraph 

Writing skills are very important skill in life, It is not only important in the 

educational life, but also very important in people‟s lives. Writing skills are very 

important because it is one of the language skills that must be possessed by students. 

By writing student can reveal or express ideas or opinions, thoughts, and feeling they 

have. Also, it can develop the power of thought and creativity of students in writing. 

Writing is generally regarded as the most difficult or the four skills for students. One 

of students‟ problem of learning writing recount text is the students usually feel 

difficult to organize their ideas. Furthermore, many students make some mistakes and 
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face difficulties to build and develop their imagination.
32

 In addition most of students 

hate to learn writing because learning writing bore and difficult.
33

  

In writing recount text, students feel difficult to organize their ideas. They do not 

understand about how to develop their imagination and express ideas into good 

content. The students also do not understand about grammar and sentence structure of 

recount text. They do not compose sentence into verb 2 form. The example of 

students written task taken from document analysis. It can be seen the explanation 

below : 

 

1. The students have the problem in content. 

In making a good content, students have to make the paragraph that appropiate and 

unity with the topic. Unity means all sentences in a paragraph must be unified 

around a central point or controlling idea. This controlling idea is usually declared 

in a topic sentence. In this case, the paragraph explains one idea.  

For example :  

Visiting Grandmother’s House 

On Saturday, 31
th

 desember, I and family went to grandmothers’ house. We 

walked down and go on the individual car. After we arrived at the gardens, we 
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walked down to the livestock cow. We looked at all the lovely plants with beautiful 

and air fresh. In the morning we had drank tea warm.  

Next we took some pictures. After that, we want to grandmother’s house and  

arrived at 02.00 P.M. Grandma asked us to have a lunch together and took a 

break. 

From recount text above, researcher found that the students did not compose their 

writing in recount text coherently. It means that the paragraph has no unity. 

Researcher also found that the content of each paragraph did not appropiate with 

the topic. The title was about Visiting Grandmother‟s House, but the content was 

about holiday in garden. In summary, title did not fit with the content or 

paragraph. 

2. The students have problem in Grammar and Sentence Structure. 

The students should pay attention about sentence pattern. The students should 

make grammatical sentences in their writing recount text. The students should 

understand well about tenses that is used in the past or when they want to write 

recount text. In this case, the students use past tense form (verb II). 

For example :  

a.  Last holiday, my friends and I go to Tangkisung Beach.  (FALSE) 

b. After that, we come to Citra Land and take photo together. (FALSE) 

c. We are very happy. (FALSE) 
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The correct sentences: 

a. Last holiday, my friends and I went to Tangkisung Beach. (TRUE) 

b. After that, we came to Citra Land and took photo together. (TRUE) 

c. We were very happy. (TRUE) 

 

Based on example above, students did not make grammatical sentences in their 

writing recount text. the students forget to use verb II (past tense). It can be 

concluded  that the students do not understand well yet about tenses that is used in 

recount text. 

 

3. The students have problem in Mechanics. 

In mechanics, the students should understand and pay attention about 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

 For example : 

a. Last week i was very happy Because my family and I played futsal at the field 

We were very happy.  (FALSE) 

b. After played futsal we shaked hand each other. (FALSE) 

The correct sentences: 

a. Last week, I was very happy. Because my family and I played futsal at the 

field. We were very happy. (TRUE) 

b. After played futsal, we shaked hand each other. (TRUE) 
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Based on example above, students did not pay attention about mechanics. They 

less attention about punctuation, and capitalization. In summary, the researcher 

concludes that the students‟ problem in writing recount text are the students have 

problem in making idea (unity) of the content,  grammar and sentence structure, 

and mechanics. 
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 CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

A. Research Design 

In this  research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative research. According to 

Bodgan and Taylor in Setiyadi, qualitative research is research that produces 

descriptive data in form of written words or oral from the subject and it behavior that 

can be observed, therefore the goal is an individual understanding and its background 

completely.
 1

 The descriptive qualitative method is used to investigate the students’ 

problem in writing recount text. Sugiyono stated that qualitative research has natural 

setting as the direct source of data and researcher is the key instrument, dynamic in 

looking the object, based on a real object, holistic, and there was not influence from 

others.
2
  

 

During the research, researcher investigated the students’ problem in writing recount 

text of the eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. The researcher investigated the 

problem faced by the students, then identified the problem, classify the problem,  

finally calculating frequency and percentage to find the most dominant problem in 

writing recount text. 

 

                                                             
1
 Ag Bambang Setiyadi, Metode Penelitian Untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asing (Yogyakarta : 

Graha Ilmu, 2006)  p. 218. 
2
 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan (Bandung : Alfabeta, 2013) p. 17. 
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B. Research Subject 

The researcher selected the people or participants who know the phenomenon of the 

problem. The researcher chose English teacher and students of the eighth grade of 

SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung as the subject of research. 

Table 4 

The Students Population of the Eighth grade of SMPN 4  

Bandar Lampung 2015/2016 

No Classes 
Gender 

Total Average Score 
Male Female 

1 VIII A 4 22 26 78.64 

2 VIII B 9 16 25 72.48 

3 VIII C 6 19 25 73.08 

4 VIII D 10 16 26 72.88 

5 VIII E 12 14 26 73.92 

6 VIII F 12 14 26 73.70 

  154 154  

Source : The document of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

Furthermore, the researcher chose one English teacher and one class as the sample. 

For the teacher, the researcher asked the teacher about the students’ ability and 

problems in writing of eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. For the students, 

the researcher chose VIII B class as the sample class. The number of students at VIII 

B is 25 students, 9 male and 16 female. The reason why the researcher chose VIII B 

Class, because the lowest score  in writing recount text was VIII B. The explanation 

above is based on the score which is given by English teacher at SMPN 4 Bandar 

Lampung. 
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C. Data Collecting Technique 

Sugiyono stated that data collecting technique is the first main step in the research, 

because the main purpose of the research is to get the data.
3
 In order to know the 

students’ problem in writing recount text, the researcher used three data collecting 

techniques. They are documents analysis, interview, and questionnaire. Which are 

discussed in detail in the following sections : 

 

1. Documents Analysis 

Document is official paper giving information, evidence.
4
 To make the data more 

complete, the researcher took document from the school. The documents that was 

used in this research is the data from the students writing task. It help the researcher 

to investigate the students’ problem in writing recount text. The researcher was taking 

the documents of the students about their recount text writing. After that, the 

researcher investigated the students’ problem to find their problem in writing recount 

text.  

 

2. Interview 

Interview is the way to get supporting data through face to face conversation between 

an interview and interviewee. Mack stated that the interview is a technique designed 

                                                             
3
Ibid. p.300 

4
Manser Martin H , Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary, (New York : Oxford University Press, 

New Edition, 1994), p. 132. 
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to elicit a vivid picture of participant’s perspective on the research topic.
5
 According 

to Marguerite Lodico there are five types of interview, they are one by one, Group 

interviews, structured interview, semi structured interviews, unstructured interview.
 6

 

In this research, researcher used semi structured interview.   

The researcher interviewed the English teacher to get the data about the students’ 

problem in writing recount text. In addition, this interview is aimed to make sure 

about the result of the research and to get more data related to this research.  

Table 5 

Interview Guideline for Teacher 

Components of Interview Number of Item 

To know the students’ ability in 

writing recount text 

1 

To know the students’ problem in 

writing recount tex. 

2,3 

To know students’ problem in 

content 

4 

To know students’ problem in 

organization 

5 

To know students’ problem in 

vocabulary 

6 

To know students’ problem in 

language 

7 

To know students’ problem in 

mechanics 

8 

 

 

 

                                                             
5
 Mack Natasha, et.al, Qualitative Research Methods : data collector’s Field Guide (New York: 

Family Health International, 2005), p.29. 
6
 Marguerite Lodico,  Methods in Educational Research,  (London : Wiley Imprint, 2010),  

p.139 
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3. Questionnaire  

Questionnaire is a list of questions that used by obtaining information from 

respondent.
7
 From collecting data through questionnaire, the researcher found out the 

causes of students’ problem in writing recount text.  

There are two kinds of questionnaire, they are open question and close question. 

Furthermore, in this research, the researcher used close questions to the students. The 

answer of close question has been established by the researcher. In this case, instruct 

the respondents to answer by selecting from a range of two or more options supplied 

on the questionnaire. Meanwhile, the questionnaire guideline was used by the 

researcher as follows: 

Table 6 

Questionnaire Guideline for Students 

Components of Interview Number of Item 

To know the students’ problem in 

grammatical weakness 

1,2 

To know the students’ problem in 

knowledge and understanding 

3,4,5,6 

To know the students’ problem in less 

practice 

7,8 

 

To know the students’ problem in 

educational background 

9,10 

 

 

 

                                                             
7
 Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2010) P.37 
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D. Research Procedure 

In this research, the researcher used procedure as follows : 

1. Determining the subject of the research 

The researcher took VIII B and English teacher of the eighth grade of SMPN 

4 Bandar Lampung as sample of the research. 

2. Asked the students to write recount text.  

The researcher gave the test for students on 5
th 

of January 2017, as documents 

of the research. 

3. Interview the teacher 

The researcher gave interview to English teacher to know the students’ ability and 

problem in writing recount text on 5
th 

of January 2017. 

4. Questionnaire 

The researcher gave questionnaire to the students to find the causes of students’ 

problem in writing recount text 5
th 

of January 2017. 

5. Making report findings 

After got the data, the researcher analyzed data and made the report of 

findings of the research. 

 

E. Data Trustworthiness 

In qualitative research, the researcher revealed the data as the real life of the subject. 

This qualitative research used some methodologies. To keep the validity of the data in 

order to have more accurate conclusion. To make the data valid, triangulation was 
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employed. According to Setiyadi, triangulation is the combination of two methods or 

more in collecting the data about the attitude of the subject of the research, because 

the attitude of human being is quite complex the use of single method in collecting 

the qualitative data is often considered not enough.
8
 There are several kinds of 

triangulation according to Setiyadi, as follows : 

1. Triangulation of time 

a. Cross-sectional triangulation is the data collection implemented in the 

same time to different groups. 

b. Longitudinal triangulation is the data collected from the same group at 

different times. 

2. Triangulation of place  

For more accurate data collection in order to be able to use different places for 

similar data. 

3. Triangulation of theory 

In triangulaton of theory, data collection is collected based on different theory 

or by analyzing the same data with different theory.  

4. Triangulation of method 

In triangulation of method, the researcher use different method for collecting 

similar data. 

 

 

                                                             
8
 Bambang Setiyadi, Op.Cit, p.246. 
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5. Triangulation of researcher 

Triangulation of researcher used for collecting the same data it is done by 

some people. By engaging some people, result of research has higher 

credibility. 

In this research the researcher used triangulation of method. In triangulation of 

method the researcher used three data collecting technique, they are: documents, 

interview, and questionnaire. Documens in this research was the students written task 

to investigate their problems in writing recount text. While, interview was given to 

the teacher, to find information about students’ problem in writing recount text. Then,  

researcher gave questionnaire for the students to know the causes of their problems in 

writing recount text.  

 

F. Data Analysis 

Data analysis is the process of systematically applying statistical and or logical 

techniques to describe and illustrate, condense and evaluate data. Data analysis is the 

process of organizing the data in order to obtain regularly of the pattern of from of the 

research. According to Miles and Huberman there are three major phases of data 

analysis: data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or verification.
9
 Data 

analysis conducted to create understanding of the data and to enable the researcher 

                                                             
9
 Matthew B Miles and A. Michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis, (Thousand Oaks: 

Sage Publications, 1994), p. 12  
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presents the result of this research to the readers.  In this research, the researcher 

analyze the data by qualitative descriptive with the step as follows: 

1) Data Reduction  

Data reduction refers to the process of selecting, focusing, simplifying, 

abstracting and transforming the data that appear in written up field notes or 

transcription. In data reduction the mass of data has to be organized and 

meaningfully reduced or reconfigured.
10

 In this case, the researcher selected 

the data derived written test to students as documents, interview to the English 

teacher and questionnaire. 

 

2) Data Display 

Data display is second component is second component or level in Miles and 

Huberman model of qualitative data analysis. A display can be an extended a 

piece of text or a diagram, graph, chart, table or matrix with text  that provides 

a new way of arranging thinking about the more textually embedded data. At 

the display stage, additional, higher order categories or themes may emerge 

from the data that go beyond those first discovered during the initial process 

of data reduction.
11

 Some activities in analyzing the data by the researcher in 

data display are: 

 

                                                             
10

 Ibid.p.10 
11

Ibid. p.11 



46 
 

a. Documents Analysis 

The documents analysis in this research was students’ written task. In 

analyzing the data, researcher analyzed students’ task based on five aspects of 

problem in writing. There are content, organization, vocabulary, language,  

and mechanics. To know the students’ problem in writing recount text, 

researcher analyzed the students’ written task based on aspect above, and 

calculated the students’ problem in writing recount text. The steps of data 

analysis will as follows:
12

 

1. The researcher collected the data from students’ test as documents. 

2. Then, assessed the data. To make the validity of the data analysis, the 

researcher joined with their English teacher to analyze the data. The data 

was assessed by two persons. The first rater was the researcher and the 

second rater was the English teacher.  

3. Tabulation. The score of students’ writing will tabulation. After get score 

each aspect of problem in writing recount text, researcher find out average 

of each score from rater 1 and rater 2. The result of data will includes into 

table below : 

 

 

 

                                                             
12

Annas Sudijono, Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan, ( Jakarata: Rajawali Press, 2010), p. 43  
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𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

Table 8 

The Students’ Problem in Writing Recount Text  

 

No Students 
Rater 1 Rater 2 

C O V L M C O V L M 

            

Total           

The researcher used formula to find the average of the first rater and the second 

rater. The formula of average: 
13

 

 

 

Mx : Mean or average 

X1 : Score from Rater 1 

X2 : Score from Rater 2 

N : Number of rater 

 After the students’ score was classified, the researcher found the percentage of 

classification. The researcher used formula of percentage:
14

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

                                                             
13

 Anas Sudijono, Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan, (Jakarata: , Rajawali Press, 2010) p.76 
14

 Ibid p.43 
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P  : Percentage of problem’s item 

F : frequency 

N : Total of problem 

 

By using formula above researcher calculated total score of students for each 

aspect of the problem in writing. After got the score of each aspect, researcher 

displayed chart based on the result of data from students written task. This part 

was second step (data display) in Miles and Huberman theory which is about the 

major of data analysis. Data display used to know the most dominant problem in 

writing recount text at the first semester of the eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar 

Lampung in the academic year of 2016/2017.  

 

 

b. Interview 

In this step, the researcher was interview the teacher to get information about 

ability and problem of the students in writing recount text. By interviewing the 

teacher, the researcher knew the students’ ability and problems in writing recount 

text. 

 

c. Questionnaire 

In this step, the researcher employed questionnaire to the students. This step 

conducted to know what are the causes of the students problem in writing recount 
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text. From display the data, the researcher got the conclusion in order to answer 

all about the research questions in this research. 

 

 

3)    Conclusion Drawing/ Verification 

The last step of analyzing the data is conclusion drawing/ verification. 

Conclusion drawing involves stepping back to consider what the analyzed data 

mean and to assess their implication for the questions at hand. Verification is 

linked to conclusion drawing, entails revising the data as many times as 

necessary to cross-check or verifies these emergent conclusions. Verification 

refers to the process which is able to explain the answer of research questions 

and research objectives.
15

 In this step, the researcher drew the conclusion and 

verify the answer of research question which is done in displaying the data by 

comparing the documents, interview, and questionnaire. Thus, the researcher  got 

the conclusion about students’ problem in writing recount text paragraph at the 

first semester of the eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung the academic 

year of 2016/2017. 

 

                                                             
15

Ibid. 
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BAB IV 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Brief Description of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung is located on Jl. Hos Cokroaminoto No. 93 Tanjung 

Karang, Bandar  Lampung. At the first time, SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung was SMPN 3 

Tanjung Karang in 1963. Then, it was changed became SMPN 3 Bandar Lampung on 

September 24
th

1993. When 7 Maret 1997, it was changed again became SMPN 4 

Bandar Lampung until now. 

Table 9 

Lists of Headmaster of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

No Name Period 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Aksa 

Abdurrahman Umarhuni  

Dj. Shite  

Yukarso, BA 

Dra. Hj. Esih Sukaisih  

Drs. Bugel 

Drs. Suwondo  

Drs. EdySupriyono 

TatangSetiadi, Se.M.Pd  

Sartijan, S.Pd 

1963-1966 

1966-1980 

1980 s/d 1987 

1987 s/d 1992 

1992 s/d 1999 

1999 s/d 2003 

2003 s/d 2007 

2007 s/d 2015 

2015 s/d 2016 

2016 until now 

 

B. The Situation of Teachers and Official Staff of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

 

The total numbers of teacher and official staffs of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung are 84 

people. Consist of 1 headmaster, 1 vice-principal of curriculum, 1 vice-principal of 
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students, 70 teachers, 5 administration staffs, 5 librarians, 1 security. The detail data 

are as follows: 

Table 10 

The Total Numbers of Teacher and Official Staff of 

SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

 

NO OFFICIAL DUTY PERSON 

1 Headmaster 1 

2 Vice-pricipal of curriculum 1 

3 Vice-pricipal of student 1 

4 Teacher 70 

5 Administration Staff 5 

6 Librarian 5 

7 Security 1 

 Total 84 

    (Source : SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung) 

 

C. The Situation of Students of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung The Academic 

Yearof 2016/2017 

 

In the academic year of 2016/2017, SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung has 602 

students.There are 8 classes of seventh grade, 6 classes of eighth grade, 7 classes of 

ninth grade.  The detail is in the following table: 

Table 11 

Population of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

 

NO 

 

GRADE 

 

CLASSES 

TOTAL STUDENT 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

1 VII 8 122 126 248 

2 VIII 6 53 101 154 

3 IX 7 97 103 200 

JUMLAH 34 408 457 602 

(Source : SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung) 
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D. Data Analysis  

After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the data that consist of test as 

documents, and interview to teacher and questionnaire to students. According to 

Miles and Huberman, there are three major phrases of data analysis, they are; data 

reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or verification. 
1
 

1. Data Reduction  

Data reduction is the first component or level in model of qualitative data analysis of 

Miles and Huberman’s theory. It refers to the process of selecting, focusing 

simplifying, abstracting and transforming the data that appear in written up field notes 

or transcription. In data reduction the mass of data has to be organized and 

meaningfully reduced or reconfigured.
2
 In this case, the researcher selected the data 

that were used in this research. In this research, researcher used documents analysis, 

interview to the English teacher, and employed questionnaire to the students. In this 

step, the researcher analyzed the data based on each instrument. In the other hand, the 

students’ problem in writing recount text were explained based on the result of test 

and interview the English teacher. While, the causes of students’ problem in writing 

recount text were explained based on the result of questionnaire of the students. 

 

 

                                                             
1
 Metthew Bmiles and A. Michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis, (Thaousand Oaks: 

Sage Publications,1994), p.12 
2
 Ibid.p.10 
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a. Documents Analysis 

The documents in this research was students’ written task. To know about students’ 

problems in writing recount text, the researcher was taking the documents on January 

5
th

 2017 at eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung through 60 minutes to write a 

free recount text. From the total of the students at the eighth grade, the researcher 

took 8 B class that consist of 25 students as the sample test at the time.  

In scoring the students’ written test, researcher used inter rater. In this case, 

researcher derived rater 1 and rater 2. Where rater 1 was the researcher, and rater 2 

was the English teacher. The researcher and English teacher corrected students’ 

written test based on five aspects of the problem in writing. Based on the students’ 

written test, the researcher found that the most dominant problem in writing recount 

text is mechanics (45.90%). It means that, the students had problem about 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

 

b. Interview 

The researcher employed an interview that was given to English teacher of VIII B of 

the eighth grade of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. The interview consisted of eight 

questions. The first question the researcher asked about the students ability in writing 

recount text, second until eighth questions the researcher asked about students 

problem in writing recount text (see appendix 8). From the result of interview, the 

students had problem in writing recount text. They were described as follows: 
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1. The students’ ability in writing recount text was quite enough, although some 

students got score under KKM. 

2.  The students have problems in writing recount text. 

3. The students have problem in organize ideas, lack of vocabulary, and lack of 

grammar. 

4. Some students write paraghraph which has no unity. 

5. Some students often write recount text without conclusion in the last paraghraph. 

6. The students they are lack of vocabulary. 

7. The students did not pay attention about sentence pattern in writing recount text, 

grammatical use still not appropiate with recount text.  

8. The students less attention in punctuation and capitalization. 

 

c. Questionnaire 

To support the data, researcher also employed questionnaire to the students to know 

the causes of problem in writing recount text. The questionnaire consisted two 

questions about grammatical weakness, four questions about knowledge and 

understanding, two questions about less practice, and two questions about educational 

background.  

 

From the data of questionnaire, the researcher could described that the causes of 

problem in writing recount text as follows: The first and second questions were  

about grammatical weakness, the third and sixth questions were about knowledge and 
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understanding. The seventh and eighth questions were about less practice, and the last 

ninth and tenth questions were about educational background.  

 

From the data of questionnaire, the researcher could describe that the causes of 

students’ problem in writing recount text as follows: 

1. The students have difficulty in grammar use in recount text. 

2. Some students did not know about grammar use in recount text. 

3. Some students did not understand about recount text. 

4. Some students have difficulty in understanding recount text. 

5. The students said that having knowledge and experience in writing 

 recount text is necessary. 

6. Some students have knowledge to write recount text. 

7. Some students did not like to write recount text. 

8. Some students seldom to write recount text.  

9. Some students did not understand about material of recount text that have 

 been taught. 

10. some students felt the material of recount text that have been taught is 

 unclear. 

 

2.  Data Display 

Data display is the second component or level in model of qualitative data analysis of 

Miles and Huberman’s theory. A display can be an extended piece of text or a 
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diagram, graph, chart, table or matrix that provides a new way of arranging thinking 

about more textually embedded data. In this case, the researcher analyzed the data 

that had been reduced in data reduction and displayed it in the form of table and 

chart. The analysis was done based on data collected by each instrument. 

a. Documents Analysis 

The researcher gave written test to students to find the students problem, and the most 

dominant problem in writing recount text. The result of test as the documents analysis 

in this research. The researcher asked the students to write free recount text about 

unforgetable experience or last holiday (the students choose one topic), then collected 

the test as documents.  After that, researcher joined with English teacher to score the 

students’ written test. After getting score from rater 1 and rater 2, the researcher 

found out average score and included the data into table below: 

Table 12 

The Students’ Problem in Writing Recount Text 

 

Item of Problem Rater 1 Rater 2 Average Percentage 

Content  16 16 16  4.10% 

Organization  53 58    55.5 14.23% 

Vocabulary 8 8 8  2.05% 

Language 125 138 131.5 33.71% 

Mechanics 189 196         179 45.90% 

Total 390 100 

 

After got the data from rater 1 and rater 2 (see appendix 5), the researcher found 

out average score of the document analysis. To know about the most dominant 

problems in writing recount text, the researcher presented the data based on the 



57 
 

𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

documents by writing all students. It consist of five problem such as content, 

organization, vocabulary, language, and mechanics. The researcher presented 

data of each problem in writing recount text into the table, to understand result of 

problem’s percentage of each of the problem can be seen in this following 

discussion: 

1) Content 

Based on result of the students’ written test, average score of content was 16. To 

know percentage of the problem in content, researcher calculated data as follows: 

 

       

    16 

       =        X 100% 

     390 

  

       =      4.10% 

 

Based on the result above, it showed that the students’ problem in content was 

4.10%. Content in writing recount text refers to the paragraph that appropiate 

with the topic. The paragraphs also should be unity. It means that the paragraph 

explains one idea. But, result of document student’s writing showed that the 

students have problem in making good content. For example: 
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𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

Visiting Grandmother’s House 

On Saturday, 31
th

 desember, I and family went to grandmothers’ house. We 

walked down and go on the individual car. After we arrived at the gardens, we 

walked down to the livestock cow. We looked at all the lovely plants with 

beautiful and air fresh. In the morning we had drank tea warm.  

Next we took some pictures. After that, we want to grandmother’s house and  

arrived at 02.00 P.M. Grandma asked us to have a lunch together and took a 

break. 

From recount text above, researcher found that the students did not compose his 

writing in recount text coherently. It means that, the paragraph has no unity. 

Researcher found that the content of each paragraph did not appropiate with the 

topic and also the title does not fit with the content or paragraph.  

 

2) Organization 

Based on result of the students’ written test, average score of organization was 

55.5. To know percentage of the problem in organization, researcher calculated 

data as follows: 
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  55.5 

   =        X 100% 

    390 

  

         =         14.23% 

 

Based on the result above, it showed that the students problem in organization 

was 14.23%. Organization in recount text consists of orientation, events and re-

orientation. Some students could not make a good organization in their writing 

recount text. A good recount text should begin with orientation, and then 

followed by series of events and the last re-orientation. But based on document 

of students writing, almost students did not write it well. For example: 

My Holiday 

On Saturday, after the stroll, my friend and I go to town there, Citra Graha. 

Me and my friends want a pictures was not long before his days of rain. There 

we were rained on and we want to shade it turns out we could hardly find a 

place shelter. 

After the rain let up a bit we also left the place, and there my friend who was 

driving around with…………. 

After that they also come, me and my friends soon left again even more heavy 

rain my friend is very cold, because……………. There, we drink hot tea and 

the body become warm. (There is no conclusion/re-orientation). 
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𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

From the recount text above, the researcher found that the student did not make 

the end of his writing, also he could not make the re-orientation or conclusion 

well. It means that almost students still did not understand how to make a good 

writing, although their teacher had taught it before. They could make a long 

content in his writing and they had enough vocabularies but they did not pay 

attention of recount text’s organization itself. 

 

3)_Vocabulary 

Based on result of the students’ written test, average score of vocabulary was 8. 

To know percentage of the problem in vocabulary, researcher calculated data as 

follows: 

 

   

    8 

       =        X 100% 

     390 

  

       =       2.05% 

 

Based on result above, it showed that the students’ problem in vocabulary was 

2.05%. Vocabulary consist of word choice and usage of word which 

appropiate. But, result of students’ written task, the students write incorrect 

word in the sentence. Example : 
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𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

On Sunday, 25
th

 of Desember, my family and I went to the animal garden. 

No come to help him. 

We drank a cup of tea warm. 

 

Correct sentences: 

 

On Sunday, 25
th

 of Desember, my family and I went to the zoo. 

No one to help him. 

We drank a cup of warm tea. 

 

From example above, the students have problem in vocabulary. They wrote the 

words which incorrect and inappropiate words choice. 

 

4)_Language 

Based on result of the students’ written test, average score of language was 

131.5. To know percentage of the problem in language, researcher calculated 

data as follows: 

 

 

  131.5 

         =        X 100% 

     390 

  

         =     33.71% 
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Based on result above, it showed that the students problem in language was 

33.71%. Language refers to appropiate sentence pattern and grammar which 

used in writing recount text. Based on documents result, the students forgot to 

use verb II (past tense). It happened because the students did not understand 

well yet about tenses that is used in the past when they want to write recount 

text. For examples: 

a) Last holiday, my friends and I go to Tangkisung Beach. 

b) After that, we come in Citra Garden. 

c) There, my family and I take photo together. 

d) I play badminton at a gym. 

The correct sentences: 

a) Last holiday, my friends and I went to Tangkisung Beach. 

b) After that, we came in Citra Garden. 

c) There, my family and I took photo together. 

d) I played badminton at a gym. 

From example above, the students did not write the words into past tense form. 

Most of students forget to change the verb into verb II.  

 

5)_ Mechanics 

Based on result of the students’ written test, average score of mechanics was 

179. To know percentage of the problem in mechanics, researcher was calculate 

data as follows: 
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𝐩 =
𝐟

𝑵
𝑿 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

 

 

   179 

         =        X 100% 

     390 

  

         =     45.90% 

 

 

Based on result above, it showed that the students problem in mechanics was 

45.90%. Mechanics refers to capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Based on 

documents result of students’ writing, most of students did not pay attention 

about capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when they write recount text.  

For example: 

On sunday 2
nd

 of desember my family and I went to ragunan by car. 

after bought the tickets we entered to the zoo. 

 

The correct sentences: 

 

On Sunday 2
nd

 of December, my family and I went to Ragunan by car. 

After bought the tickets, we entered to the zoo. 

 

From example above, the students did not pay attention about capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling. Most of students forget to write capital letter when 
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they write the name of place, month, and name of person. The students often 

write incorrect word (misspelling). 

 

According to discussion above, resercher found 4.10% students who got the 

problem in content, 14.23% who got the problem in organization, 2.05% who 

got the problem in vocabulary, 33.71% who got the problem in language, and 

the last, 45.90% who got the problem in mechanics. Based on the data display 

above, the most dominant problem in writing recount text is mechanics. The 

result each aspect of  students’ problem in writing recount text can be seen in 

this following chart below: 
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b. Interview 

To support the data, researcher also employed interview as instrument of reasearch. 

In this case, resercher interview the English teacher to know the ability and problem 

of students in writing recount text. There were eighth questions about the ability and 

problems in writing recount text. The first question was the ability of students in 

writing recount text, and the second until last questions were about the problem of 

students that they faced in writing recount text. As can be seen in the dialouge below: 

Question  : How is students’ ability in writing recount text? 

Answer : The students’ ability in writing recount text was quite enough, 

eventhough some students got score under KKM. 

From the statement above, it can be concluded that the ability of students of VIII B 

class is average. The ability of the students is quite enough. Although some students 

got low score, so they score were still under criteria of minimum mastery (KKM), 

where KKM used in SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung was 75. The problem that students 

faced in writing recount text, can be seen in the table below: 

Table 13 

Interview Report 

No Question Answer Conclusion 

1 Is there any 

students’ problem 

in writing recount 

text? 

 

Yes, they have 

problems in writing 

recount text. 

The students have problems in 

writing recount text. 

2 What are the 
They have problem in The students have problem in 
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problems that 

students’ faced in 

writing recount 

text? 

 

organize ideas, lack of 

vocabulary, and lack of 

understanding about 

grammar. 

organize ideas, lack 

vocabulary, and lack of 

understanding about grammar. 

3 Are students have 

problem in 

content when 

writing recount 

text? 

Yes, sometimes the 

paraghraph has no 

unity. 

The first problem in writing 

recount text was content. 

Sometimes, the students write 

paraghraph which has no unity. 

Unity means that the 

paraghraph explain one idea. 

4 Are students have 

problem in 

organization 

when writing 

recount text? 

 

Yes, some students 

often write recount text 

without conclusion in 

the last paraghraph. 

The second problem in writing 

recount text was organization. 

Organization in recount text 

included orientation, events, 

and conclusion/ re-orientation. 

5 Are students have 

problem in 

vocabulary when 

writing recount 

text? 

Yes, they are lack of 

vocabulary. 

The students have problem in 

vocabulary. 

6 Are students have 

problem in 

language when 

writing recount 

text? 

Yes, they did not pay 

attention about sentence 

pattern in writing 

recount text, 

grammatical use still 

not appropiate with 

recount text.  

In language, the students have 

problem to make sentence 

correctly. Sometimes, they 

forgot to change sentences into 

past tense form.  

 

7 Are students have 

problem in 

mechanics when 

writing recount 

text? 

Yes, they less attention 

in puntuation and 

capitalization. 

The last problem in writing is 

mechanics. The teacher said 

that students did not pay 

attention about punctuation 

when they are write recount 

text.  

 

From the table above, it can be concluded that the students have difficulties in 

organize idea, lack of vocabulary, and lack of understanding about grammar. The 
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students problem in writing recount text are content, organization, vocabulary, 

language, and mechanics. 

 

c. Questionnaire 

The questionnaire was made to find the causes of students’ problem in writing 

recount text. the questionnaire consisted of ten question (see appendix 10). Through 

this instrument, the causes of students’ problem in writing recount text could be 

identified. Questionnaire was given to the whole students in class VIII B which was 

consisted of 25 students. The result of questionnaire can be seen the table below: 

Table 14 

Questionnaire Report 

No. Question Answer Total Percentage 

1. 
Do you have difficulty in grammar use of 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan dalam 

penggunaan grammar dalam menulis teks 

recount?) 

 

Yes 

 
14 56% 

No 11 44% 

2. 
Do you know about grammar use in 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengetahui tentang 

penggunaan grammar dalam teks recount 

?) 

 

Yes 

 
10 40% 

No 15 60% 

3. 
Do you understand about recount text? 

(Apakah anda paham tentang teks 

recount?) 

Yes 12 48% 

No 13 52% 

4. 
Do you have difficulty in understanding 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan dalam 

memahami teks recount?) 

Yes 15 
 

60% 

No 10 
 

40% 
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5. 
Is that necessary  having knowledge and 

experience in writing recount text? (Perlu 

kah pengetahuan dan pengalaman dalam 

menulis teks recount?) 

Yes 

 
21 84% 

No 4 16% 

6. 
Do you have enough knowledge to write 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda memiliki cukup 

pengetahuan untuk menulis teks recount?) 

Yes 

 
17 68% 

No 8 32% 

7. 
Do you like writing recount text? 

(Apakah anda suka menulis teks recount?) 

Yes 10 40% 

No 
15 

 

 

60% 

8. 
Do you often writing recount text? 

(Apakah anda sering menulis teks 

recount?) 

Yes 12 48% 

No 13 52% 

9. 
Do you understand material about recount 

text that have been taught? 

(Apakah anda memahami materi teks 

recount yang telah diajarkan?) 

Yes 

 
11 44% 

No 14 56% 

10. 
Does the material that have been taught 

about recount text is clear? 

(Apakah materi yang diterangkan tentang 

teks recount cukup jelas?) 

Yes 

 
9 36% 

No 16 64% 

 

Based on the questionnaire filled by the students, the researcher concluded that the 

result of questionnaire showed that there are some causes of students’ problem in 

writing recount text . For more detail, the researcher described the causes of students 

problem as follows: 

Based on the data number one, it showed that 56% of the students in VIII B who have 

difficulty in grammar use, and 44% of the students did not have difficulty in grammar 
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use. It could be concluded that 14 students felt difficult about grammar use in writing 

recount text. 

Based on the data number two, it showed that 40% of the students answer yes, it 

means that they are know about grammar use. While, 60% of the students did not 

know about grammar use in recount text. In summary, most of students did not know 

about grammar in writing recount text. 

Based on the data number three, it showed that 48% of the students know about 

recount text. While 52% of the students did not know about recount text. It means 

that, some of students still did not know about the material of recount text. 

Based on the data number four, it showed that 60% of the students have difficulty in 

understanding recount text. While, 40% of the students did not have difficulty. It 

could be concluded that most of students have difficulty in understanding material of 

recount text. 

Based on data number five, it showed that 84% of the students answer neccesary 

having knowledge and experience in writing recount text. While, 16% of the students 

answer no. In this case, almost all of students answered necessary to have knowledge 

and experience in writing recount text. 

Based on data number six, it showed that 68% of the students have enough 

knowledge to write recount text. While, 32% of the students did not have enough 
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knowledge to write recount text. It means that, most of students have knowledge to 

write recount text.  

Based on data number seven, it showed that 40% of the students like writing recount 

text. While, 60% of the students did not like writing recount text. It could be 

concluded that, most of student of VIII B did not like writing recount text. 

Based on data number eight, it showed that 48% of the students often writing recount 

text. While, 52% of the students seldom to write recount text. In summary, most of 

students seldom to practice writing especially in writing recount text. 

Based on data number nine, it showed that 44% of the students are understand about 

material of recount text that have been taught. While, 56% of the students did not 

understand about material of recount text that have been taught. It could be concluded 

that the most of students did not understand about the material of recount text that 

have been taught by the English teacher. 

Based on data number ten, it showed that 36% of the students answer yes. It means 

that the material about recount text that have been taught is clear. While, 64% of the 

students answer no. In summary, the material about recount text is unclear enough.  

From the result of questionnaire, the causes of students problem in writing recount 

text could be included four causes such as: grammatical weakness, knowledge and 

understanding, less practise, and educational background. 

 



71 
 

3. Conclusion Drawing/Verification 

Conclusion drawing/verification is the third component or level in model of 

qualitative data analysis of Miles and Huberman’s theory. In this part, the data 

explained in data display were going to be discussed deeply in order to make a 

finding of the research. In this part, the discussion and finding were about students’ 

problem in writing recount text. 

The researcher gave the test to students to find and to know the problem and the most 

dominant problem in writing recount text. Based on data of the test, researcher 

concluded the result as follows: 

1. There was 4.10% students have problem in content. Some students difficult to 

     organize idea, and also the students wrote paragraph has no unity.  

2. There was 14.23% students have problem in organization. Some students did 

not 

 pay attention about organization in writing recount text. While, the 

organization of recount text included orientation, events, and re-

orientation/conclusion. Some students forget to write conclusion in the last 

paragraph of recount text. 

3. There was 2.05% of students have problem in vocabulary. Some students wrote 

 incorrect words and inappropiate words when they are writing recount text. 

4. There was 33.71% of students have problem in language. Language in recount 

text 
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included sentence structure, and grammar use. Most of students forget to 

change verb into verb II (past tense). 

5. There was 45.90% of students have problem in mechanics. The students did not 

pay attention about capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

 

This finding is supported by the result of interview with the teacher. The   interview 

was given to the teacher to know the students’ ability and problem  in writing recount 

text. Based on the result of interview can be seen as follows: 

1. The students’ ability in writing recount text was quite enough, although some 

students got score under KKM. 

2. The students had problems in writing recount text. 

3. They had problem in organize ideas, lack of vocabulary, and lack of grammar. 

4. The students had problem in content, organization, vocabulary, language, and 

mechanics. 

 

Furthermore, the result of questionnaire that answered by the students about the 

causes of students’ problem in writing recount text were grammatical weakness, 

knowledge and understanding, less practice, and educational background (see 

appendix 11).  
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E. Discussion of Findings 

In this part, the researcher would like to discuss about finding of the students’ 

problem in writing recount text, the most dominant problem in writing recount text, 

and the causes of students’ problem in writing recount text produced by participants 

of eighth grade students of SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung. 

 

1. Documents Analysis 

The researcher employed a writing test as the documents analysis of the research. 

Then, the researcher collected documents to identify the students’ problem in writing 

recount text. After identifiying students’ problem in writing recount text, the 

researcher scoring the result of test based on assement scale for written work that had 

mentioned in previous chapter. Then, the researcher joined with English teacher to 

score written test of students. 

Based on review of related to literature, there were five problems faced by the 

students. Those problem were content, organization, vocabulary, language, and 

mechanics. It supported by Mustika, which is stated that the students faced 

difficulties in vocabulary, content, organization and sentence structure. 

 

Based on result of documents, there were five aspects of students’ problem in writing 

recount text. first, the students had problem in content. Second, the students had 
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problem in organization. Third, the students had problem in vocabulary. Fourth, the 

students had problem in language. The last, the students had problem in mechanics.  

 

In other words, researcher also found the most dominant problem in writing recount 

text. Based on the data, it was found 4.10% students who got the problem in content, 

14.23% who got the problem in organization, 2.05% who got the problem in 

vocabulary, 33.71% who got the problem in language, and the last, 45.90% who got 

the problem in mechanics. In summary, the most dominant problem in writing 

recount text is mechanics.  

 

 

 

2. Interview  

The result of interview of the English teacher showed that the students’ ability of 

students were still under criteria of minimum mastery (KKM). The questions of 

interview made according to the theory which is stated in previous chapter, there 

were content, organization, vocabulary, language, and mechanics. The interview had 

given to know the ability and problem of the students in writing recount text. Based 

on the result of interview to the English teacher, the students had problem in writing 

recount text as follows: 

1. The students did not compose their writing coherently. In this case, the 

students write paragraph which has no unity. It indicating that the students 

had problem in content. 
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2.  Some of students often write recount text without conclusion. Where the 

organization of recount text were orientation, events, and re-

orientation/conclusion. It indicating that the students had problem in 

organization. 

3. The students are lack of vocabulary. Based on the result of students written 

task, some students write incorrect and inappropiate words in their sentence. 

It indicating that the students had problem in vocabulary. 

4. The students did not pay attention about sentence pattern in their writing. The 

grammatical use of recount text that they wrote still not appropiate. It 

indicating that the students had the problem in language. 

5. The students less attention in punctuation and capitalization in their writing. It 

indicating that they had problem in mechanics. 

 

3. Questionnaire 

The researcher emloyed questionnaire to VIII B that consist of 25 students. The 

question of questionnaire consisted of ten questions which is according to theory in 

previous chapter, such as: grammatical weakness, knowledge and understanding, less 

practice, and educational background.  

Question number one and two were investigated the causes of students’ problem in 

grammatical weakness. Question number three until six were investigated the causes 

of students’ problem in knowledge and understanding. Question number seven and 

eight were investigated the causes of students’ problem in less practice. While, 
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question number nine and ten were investigated the causes of students’ problem in 

educational background. Each cause of the students’ problem had varied frequency in 

writing recount text (see appendix 11).  

Based on the result of questionnaire that answered by students, the causes of their 

problem in writing recount text as follows: 

1. Grammatical weakness. The students did not understand cleary about 

grammatical rules that used in recount text. 

2. Knowledge and understanding. The students had difficulty in understanding 

recount text. 

3. Less practice. The students seldom to write recount text, and some students 

did not like writing recount text. 

4. Educational background. The students still confused about the material of 

recount text which is had been taught, it was still unclear. Therefore, they 

were not understand enough about the material of recount text. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

 

 

A. Conclusion 

After analyzing the students’ recount text writing, the researcher has found some 

results as follows: 

1. Students had the problem in writing recount text such as: content, 

organization, vocabulary, language, and mechanics.   

2. The result of the students written task showed that the students’ problem in 

writing recount text as follows: 4.10% students who got the problem in 

content, 14.23% who got the problem in organization, 2.05% who got the 

problem in vocabulary, 33.71% who got the problem in language, and the 

last, 45.90% who got the problem in mechanics. In summary, the most 

dominant problem in writing recount text is mechanics.  

3. The result of questionnaire showed that the causes of students’ problem in 

writing recount text were found four aspect such as: grammatical weakness, 

knowledge and understanding, less practice, and educational background.  

 

 



 

B. Suggestion 

From the conclusion above, the researcher tries to give some suggestions as follows: 

1. Suggestion for the English Teacher 

a. The teacher should give the explanation how to write a recount text and 

give more examples to the students to make the students understand about 

recount text material. Therefore, the students understand the material 

clearly. 

b. The teacher should give motivation and attention in their English writing. 

2. Suggestion for the students 

a. The students should learn and practice more in writing in order to develop 

their ability in English Writing. 

b. The students should be more active in teaching and learning process; ask 

the teacher about particular aspects in recount text that they do not 

understand. 

3. Suggestion for the other researchers  

It is necessary to conduct further research with the same object and different 

perspective in other writing problem because many students lack of 

knowledge in making a good writing in English. Then, the researcher 

recommends to further research in investigating the students’ problem in 

writing recount text. 



REFERENCES 

 

Anderson, Mark and Kathy Anderson. Text Types in English 3. South Yarra : 

McMillan, Educational PTYLTD. 1998. 

 

Aprilia, Nuri.  An Analysis of Language Mechanical Error in Paragraph Writing. 

IAIN Lampung : unpublished Thesis. 2012. 

 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. Prosedur Penelitian  Suatu Pendekatan Praktek. Jakarta : PT. 

RinekaCipta. 2010. 

 

Baker, Sheridan. The practical Stylish. New York : Harper& Row Publisher. 1987. 

Broughton, Geoffrey. et.al. Teaching English as  A Foreign Language, London : 

Routledge Education Books. 1980. 

 

Brown, H. Douglas. Teaching Principle of Language Learning and Teaching. 

London: Longman. 1994. 

 

Byrne, Donn. Teaching Writing Skill. London : Longman group ltd. 1988. 

 

Corbett, Pie and Julia Strong. Talk For Writing Across The Curriculum. New York : 

McGraw Hill. 1999. 

 

Gerot, Linda and Peter Wignell.  Making Sense of Functional Grammar. Australia : 

Stabler. 1995. 

 

Harmer, Jeremy. How to Teach Writing. New York : Longman. 1991. 

 

                         . Practice of English Language Teaching. London : Longman. 2001. 

 

Huwari, Ibrahim Fathi and Fadi Maher Al-Khasawneh. The Reason Behind the 

Weakness of Writing in English among Pre-year Students’ at Taibah 

University. Medina : Taibah University. 2013. 

 

Hyland, Ken. Second Language Writing. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 

2003. 

 

                 . Teaching and Researching Writing, United Kingdom : Pearson. 2009. 

 

 



 

Indrawan, Rully and Poppy Yaniawati. Metodologi Penelitian : Kuantitatif, 

Kualitatif, dan Campuran untuk Manajemen, Pembangunan, dan Pendidikan. 

Bandung : Refika Aditama. 2014. 

 

 

Kim, Jung Hwa. EFL Writing Problem In Korean Students. Seoul : Korea University. 

 

Kirani Elanneri.  Area of Problems in Writing Recount Text. Palangka Raya : 

Palangka Raya. 

 

Lauder, Allan. The Status and Function of English in Indonesia: A Review of Key 

Factors. Depok : FIB University of Indonesia. 2008. 

 

Manser, Martin H. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English.  

New York : Oxford University Press. 1994. 

 

Mac, Natasha k. et.al. Qualitative Research Methods : data collector’s Field Guide, 

US : Family Health International. 2005. 

 

Miles, Matthew B and A. Michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis. 

Thousand Oaks : Sage Publications, 1994. 

 

Mojica, Leonisa A.  An Investigation on Self-Reported Writing Problems and Actual 

Writing. Deficiencies of EFL Learners in the Beginners’ Level. De La Salle : 

De La Salle University.  

  

Msanjila, Yohana P. Problems of Writing in Kiswahili : A Case Study of 

Kigurunyembe and Morogoro Secondary Schools in Tanzania. Dar es salaam : 

University od Dar es Salaam. 

 

Oshima, Alice and Ann Hogue. Writing Academic English. New York : Longman. 

1991. 

 

Perkins, Ray. Teaching Writing. Retrieved on March 23, 2016. Retrivied From: 

  http://wac.colostate.edu/journal/vol9/perkins.pdf. 2005. 

 

 

Reid, Joy M . The Process of Paragraph writing. New Jersey : Prentice Hall Regents, 

1994. 

 

 

 



 

Setiyadi, Ag Bambang. Metode Penelitian Untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asing. 

Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu. 2006.  

 

                                 . Teaching English As a Foreign Language. Yogyakarta : 

Graha Ilmu. 2006. 

 

 

Septy, Adzanil Prima. Assumptions and Evidences About Introducing English in 

Indonesian primary schools. Padang : University of Bung Hatta. 2000.  

 

Siahaan, Sanggam. The English Paragraph. Yogyakarta : Graha Ilmu. 2008. 

 

Sudijono, Anas. Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta : PT. Raja Grafindo Persada. 

2006. 

 

Sue, Lorch . Basic Writing a Practical Approch. Toronto : Little Brown and 

Company. 1984. 

 

Sugiyono.  Metode Penelitian Qualitative Quantitative and R&D. Bandung  : 

Alfabeta. 2010. 

 

Sutanto, Leo. et.al. English for Academic Purpose : Essay Writing. Yogyakarta : 

ANDI. 2007. 

 

Tribble, Christopher. Language Teaching Writing. New York : Oxford University 

Press. 1996. 

 

 

 



77 
 

Appendix 1  

INTERVIEW GUIDE LINE FOR PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 

 

1. How is students’ writing score of the eighth grade of SMP N 4 Bandar 

Lampung ? 

2. Is there any problem that students faced in writing recount text ? 

3. What are the students’ problem in writing recount text ? 
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Appendix 2 

 

TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW OF PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 

 

1. How is students’ writing score of the eighth grade of SMP N 4 Bandar 

Lampung ? 

Answer : 

The students score of the eighth grade of SMP N 4 Bandar Lampung is not 

optimal yet, because there are students score have low score. There are 

students get score under criteria of minimum mastery, especially in VIII B. 

 

2. Is there any problem that students faced in writing recount text ? 

Answer : 

Yes, there are some problems that students faced in writing recount text. 

 

3. What are the students’ problem in writing recount text ? 

Answer : 

The students have difficulties in organizing idea, lack vocabulary, and write 

the sentence ungramatically. 
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Appendix 3  

 

NAME OF STUDENTS VIII B OF SMPN 4 BANDAR LAMPUNG 

NO NAMA SISWA CODE 

1 ADINDA PUTRI MAHARANI APM 

2 AERO IKHLASUL AMAL AIA 

3 ANISA ALDA AA 

4 ARINDA VANIA ADELIA AVA 

5 ARINI A 

6 AZELIA PUTRI AP 

7 DINDA ABDILAH DA 

8 EKA ANGGRAINI EA 

9 ELLANGGA ALIEF BAGASDO JAYA P EABJ 

10 FATIMAH AZZAHRA FA 

11 IVA MAULIDA RAHMAWATI IMR 

12 KING YULIANNO KY 

13 KUKUH ANUGRAH FIRDAUS KAF 

14 M. KHASAN BAI HAQY MKBH 

15 MAULIDEA TAMARI MT 

16 MUHAMMAD FADIA FADLI FAHRI MFFF 

17 MUHAMMAD FARREL SYUHADA MFS 

18 MUHAMMAD RAFLI ARDIKA MRA 

19 PUTU ARYA INDIRA PRAMESWARI PAIP 

20 RETNO AYU RA 

21 RHEZA RENDRAGRAHA RR 

22 RISKA OKTAVIANA RO 

23 SELLA FEBRY AIDINA SFA 

24 SYAFA SABHA SAFINA SSS 

25 SYIFA SHOFORA. W SSW 

 



RESEARCH INSTRUMENT  

 

Name  : ………………………………….. 

Class  : ……….. 

Student’s No : ……….. 

Instruction: 

1. Write your name and class on the top of the paper. 

2. Write a recount text about Your unforgetable Memory or Your Last Holiday. 

(choose one of the topic) 

3. The duration of writing is 60 minutes. 

4. If it is necessary, you can open your dictionary. 

 

Title:_______________________________________ 

 

Orientation 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………….................. 

Event 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………….........…..… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Re-Orientation 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

     

Good luck! 
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Appendix 5 

Students’ Score of Problem in Writing Recount Text by Researcher 

No Name  
Criteria  

Content Organization Vocabulary Language Mechanics Total 

1 Adinda Putri Maharani 7 8 7 6 7 35 

2 Aero Ikhlasul Amal 16 11 16 18 4 65 

3 Anisa Alda 11 8 11 9 4 43 

4 Arinda Vania Adelia 16 11 12 17 5 61 

5 Arini 16 16 16 10 4 52 

6 Azelia Putri 18 20 16 18 8 80 

7 Dinda Abdilah 12 11 11 18 4 56 

8 Eka Anggraini 16 12 14 18 8 68 

9 Ellangga Alief Bagasdo J  11 11 16 17 5 60 

10 Fatimah Azzahra 12 11 12 18 7 60 

11 Iva Maulida Rahmawati 16 16 16 17 8 73 

12 King Yulianno 16 16 15 15 7 69 

13 Kukuh Anugrah Firdaus 16 11 16 18 4 65 

14 M. Khasan Bai Haqy 12 11 12 10 5 50 

15 Maulidea Tamari 18 20 16 18 7 79 

16 M Fadia Fadli Fahri 16 12 12 14 5 59 

17 M Farrel Syuhada 17 17 16 18 7 75 

18 Muhammad Rafli Ardika 12 12 16 10 5 65 

19 Putu Arya Indira P 12 12 12 17 5 58 

20 Retno Ayu 12 12 12 17 8 61 

21 Rheza Rendragraha 17 17 16 17 7 74 

22 Riska Oktaviana 12 16 16 10 8 62 

23 Sella Febry Aidina 12 12 16 18 4 62 

24 Syafa Sabha Safina 12 11 12 10 7 52 

25 Syifa Shofora. W 12 11 11 18 4 56 

Total 347 325 345 376 147 1540 
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Appendix 6 

Students’ Score of Problem in Writing Recount Text by English Teacher 

No Name  
Criteria  

Content Organization Vocabulary Language Mechanics Total 

1 Adinda Putri Maharani 8 8 7 11 4 38 

2 Aero Ikhlasul Amal 16 14 13 18 5 66 

3 Anisa Alda 13 12 9 14 6 54 

4 Arinda Vania Adelia 16 15 13 15 4 63 

5 Arini 17 15 16 10 5 63 

6 Azelia Putri 18 20 16 18 8 80 

7 Dinda Abdilah 12 11 11 18 4 56 

8 Eka Anggraini 16 12 12 15 6 61 

9 Ellangga Alief Bagasdo J  14 15 13 15 4 61 

10 Fatimah Azzahra 16 15 15 15 5 65 

11 Iva Maulida Rahmawati 16 16 16 17 8 73 

12 King Yulianno 16 16 15 15 7 69 

13 Kukuh Anugrah Firdaus 16 11 16 18 4 65 

14 M. Khasan Bai Haqy 11 12 12 10 5 50 

15 Maulidea Tamari 18 16 16 23 6 79 

16 M Fadia Fadli Fahri 15 15 11 17 5 63 

17 M Farrel Syuhada 17 13 15 20 5 70 

18 Muhammad Rafli Ardika 12 12 16 17 5 62 

19 Putu Arya Indira P 12 12 13 17 4 58 

20 Retno Ayu 12 12 12 18 4 58 

21 Rheza Rendragraha 18 16 15 18 5 72 

22 Riska Oktaviana 12 12 10 13 14 61 

23 Sella Febry Aidina 12 12 14 15 5 60 

24 Syafa Sabha Safina 12 12 13 17 4 58 

25 Syifa Shofora. W 13 10 7 20 6 56 

 Total 358 334 326 404 134 1561 
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Appendix 7 

Average Score of Rater 1 and Rater 2 

Area Rater 1 Rater 2 Average 

Content 347 358 352,5 

Organization 324 334 329 

Vocabulary 345 326 335,5 

Language 376 404 390 

Mechanics 147 138 142,5 

Total 1540 1561 1550 
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INTERVIEW GUIDE LINE FOR ENGLISH TEACHER 

 

 

School   :  

Address   : 

Teacher  : 

Day / Date  : 

 

1. How is students’ ability in writing recount text? 

2. Is there any students’ problem in writing recount text? 

3. What are the problems that students’ faced in writing recount text? 

4. Are students have problem in content when writing recount text? 

5. Are students have problem in organization when writing recount text? 

6. Are students have problem in vocabulary when writing recount text? 

7. Are students have problem in language when writing recount text? 

8. Are students have problem in mechanics when writing recount text? 
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TRANSCRIPT INTERVIEW FOR ENGLISH TEACHER 

 

School   : SMPN 4 Bandar Lampung 

Address   : Jl. Hos Cokroaminoto No.93 Rawalaut, Bandar Lampung 

Teacher  : Martha Nainggolan, S.Pd 

Da /Date  : Thursday/5
th 

of January 2017 

 

1. How is students’ ability in writing recount text? 

Answer : The students’ ability in writing recount text was quite enough, 

although some students got score under KKM. 

2. Is there any students’ problem in writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, they have problems in writing recount text. 

3. What are the problems that students’ faced in writing recount text? 

Answer : They have problem in organize ideas, lack of vocabulary, and 

lack of grammar. 

4. Are students have problem in content when writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, sometimes the paraghraph has no unity.  

5. Are students have problem in organization when writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, some students often write recount text without conclusion 

in the last paraghraph. 

6. Are students have problem in vocabulary when writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, they are lack of vocabulary. 

7. Are students have problem in language when writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, they did not pay attention about sentence pattern in writing 

recount text, grammatical use still not appropiate with recount text.  
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8. Are students have problem in mechanics when writing recount text? 

Answer : Yes, they less attention in puntuation and capitalization. 

 



QUESTIONNAIRE GUIDELINE FOR STUDENTS 

 

Nama  : 

Kelas  : 

 

Kuesioner ini dimaksudkan untuk memperoleh data objektif mengenai penyebab dari 

masalah siswa dalam menulis, khususnya dalam menulis teks recount. Bacalah 

dengan baik setiap pertanyaan, kemudian beri tanda ceklis (V) pada jawaban yang 

dianggap paling tepat. Hasil ini tidak berpengaruh terhadap nilai hasil belajar anda. 

 

No Question 
Answer 

Yes No 

1 
Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan dalam penggunaan 

grammar dalam menulis teks recount ? 
  

2 
Apakah anda mengetahui tentang penggunaan grammar 

dalam teks recount ?  
  

3 Apakah anda paham tentang teks recount ?   

4 
Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan dalam memahami 

teks recount? 
  

5 
Perlu kah pengetahuan dan pengalaman dalam menulis 

teks recount ? 
  

6 
Apakah anda memiliki cukup pengetahuan untuk 

menulis teks recount ? 
  

7 Apakah anda suka menulis teks recount?   

8 Apakah anda sering menulis teks recount?   

9 
Apakah anda memahami materi teks recount yang telah 

diajarkan? 
  

10 
Apakah materi yang diterangkan tentang teks recount 

cukup jelas? 
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Appendix 11 

QUESTIONNAIRE REPORT 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

1. Do you have difficulty in grammar use 

of recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan 

dalam penggunaan grammar dalam 

menulis teks recount?) 

Yes 

 
14 

No 11 

 

The data above showed that 56%of the students in VIII B who have difficulty in 

grammar use, and 44% of the students did not have difficulty in grammar use. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

2. Do you know about grammar use in 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengetahui tentang 

penggunaan grammar dalam teks 

recount ?) 

Yes 

 
10 

No 15 

 

The data above showed that 40% of the students answer yes, it means that they are 

know about grammar use. While, 60% of the students did not know about 

grammar use in recount text.  

No Question Answer Total Answer 

3. Do you understand about recount text? 

(Apakah anda paham tentang teks 

recount?) 

Yes 

 
12 

No 

 
13 

 

The data above showed that 48% of the students know about recount text. While 

52% of the students did not know about recount text. 
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No Question Answer Total Answer 

4. Do you have difficulty in understanding 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda mengalami kesulitan 

dalam memahami teks recount?) 

Yes 

 
15 

No 10 

 

The data above showed that 60% of the students have difficulty in understanding 

recount text. While, 40% of the students did not have difficulty. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

5. Is that necessary  having knowledge and 

experience in writing recount text? 

(Perlu kah pengetahuan dan 

pengalaman dalam menulis teks 

recount?) 

Yes 

 
21 

No 4 

 

The data above showed that 84% of the students answer neccesary having 

knowledge and experience in writing recount text. While, 16% of the students 

answer no, this indicating that students did not necessary having knowledge and 

experience in writing recount text. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

6. Do you have enough knowledge to 

write recount text? 

(Apakah anda memiliki cukup 

pengetahuan untuk menulis teks 

recount?) 

 

Yes 

 
17 

No 8 

 

The data above showed that 68% of the students have enough knowledge to write 

recount text. While, 32% of the students did not have enough knowledge to write 

recount text. 
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No Question Answer Total Answer 

7. Do you like writing recount text? 

(Apakah anda suka menulis teks 

recount?) 

Yes 

 
10 

No 

 

15 

 

 

The data above showed that 40% of the students like writing recount text. While, 

60% of the students did not like writing recount text. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

8. Do you often writing recount text? 

(Apakah anda sering menulis teks 

recount?) 

Yes 

 
12 

No 

 

13 

 

 

The data above showed that 48% of the students often writing recount text. While, 

52% of the students seldom to write recount text. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

9. Do you understand material about 

recount text that have been taught? 

(Apakah anda memahami materi teks 

recount yang telah diajarkan?) 

Yes 

 
11 

No 14 

 

The data above showed that 44% of the students are understand about material of 

recount text that have been taught. While, 56% of the students did not understand 

about material of recount text that have been taught. 

No Question Answer Total Answer 

10. Does the material that have been taught 

about recount text is clear? 

(Apakah materi yang diterangkan 

tentang teks recount cukup jelas?) 

Yes 

 
9 

No 16 
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The data above showed that 36% of the students answer yes. It means that the 

material about recount text that have been taught is clear. While, 64% of the 

students answer no. It means that the material about recount text is unclear 

enough. 
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Percentage of each causes of students’ problem in writing recount text 

No 

Causes of 

problem Question 
Answer 

Percentage of 

each causes 

Yes No Yes No 

1. Grammar 

weakness 

Do you have 

difficulty in 

grammar use of 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda 

mengalami 

kesulitan dalam 

penggunaan 

grammar dalam 

menulis teks 

recount?) 

56% 44% 

48% 52% 

Do you know about 

grammar use in 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda 

mengetahui tentang 

penggunaan 

grammar dalam 

teks recount ?) 

40% 60% 

2. Knowledge 

and 

understanding 

Do you understand 

about recount text? 

(Apakah anda 

paham tentang teks 

recount?) 

48% 52% 

65% 35 

Do you have 

difficulty in 

understanding 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda 

mengalami 

kesulitan dalam 

memahami teks 

recount?) 

60% 40% 

Is that necessary  

having knowledge 
84% 16% 
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and experience in 

writing recount 

text? (Perlu kah 

pengetahuan dan 

pengalaman dalam 

menulis teks 

recount?) 

Do you have 

enough knowledge 

to write recount 

text? 

(Apakah anda 

memiliki cukup 

pengetahuan untuk 

menulis teks 

recount?) 

68% 32% 

3. Less practice Do you like writing 

recount text? 

(Apakah anda suka 

menulis teks 

recount?) 

40% 60% 

44% 56% Do you often 

writing recount 

text? 

(Apakah anda 

sering menulis teks 

recount?) 

48% 52% 

4. Educational 

background 

Do you understand 

material about 

recount text that 

have been taught? 

(Apakah anda 

memahami materi 

teks recount yang 

telah diajarkan?) 

44% 56% 

40% 60% 
Does the material 

that have been 

taught about recount 

text is clear? 

(Apakah materi 

yang diterangkan 

tentang teks recount 

cukup jelas?) 

36% 64% 
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SCORE OF PROBLEM IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT GIVEN BY RESEARCHER 

Student’s 

Number 

Content Vocabulary Organization Language Mechanics 

Ideas Paragraph 
Word 

Choice 
Orientation Events 

Re-

orientation 

Grammar 

Structure 

Word 

Order 
Capitalization Punctuation Spelling 

1 - 1 3 - - - 5 2 11 2 - 

2 - - - - - 1 1 2 9 1 1 

3 1 1 3 - 1 - 3 3 6 - 1 

4 - - 3 - - 1 8 8 4 1 - 

5 - - 3 - - - 6 - 6 2 - 

6 - - 2 - - - 2 1 5 - 2 

7 - 1 4 - - - 2 2 2 2 - 

8 - - 1 - - - 2 2 4 1 1 

9 - 1 2 - - - 4 - 2 1 1 

10 - - 2 - - - - - 4 2 - 

11 - 1 1 - - - 5 2 11 2 11 

12 1 1 6 - - - 2 4 8 1 2 

13 - 1 4 - - - 1 1 1 2 1 

14 1 1 2 - 1 - 1 1 3 3 1 

15 - - 2 - - - - - 1 1 - 

16 - - 1 - - - 3 1 10 3 - 

17 1 1 1 - - - 8 5 3 2 1 

18 - - 1 - - 1 2 1 5 2 - 

19 - - 1 - - - 2 2 7 4 - 

20 - 1 4 - - - - 4 3 2 1 

21 - - 2 - - - 3 4 4 1 3 

22 - - 2 - - - 6 3 2 2 2 

23 - - 1 - - 1 1 1 1 2 - 

24 1 1 1 - 1 1 5 2 3 2 - 

25 - - 1 - - - - 2 3 2 - 

TOTAL 16 53 8 125 189 

 



SCORE OF PROBLEM IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT GIVEN BY TEACHER 

Student’s 

Number 

Content Vocabulary Organization Language Mechanics 

Ideas Paragraph 
Word 

Choice 
Orientation Events 

Re-

orientation 

Grammar 

Structure 

Word 

Order 
Capitalization Punctuation Spelling 

1 - 1 3 - - - 5 2 10 2 - 

2 - - - - - 1 1 2 9 1 1 

3 1 1 3 - 1 - 4 3 6 - 1 

4 - - 4 - - 1 8 8 4 3 - 

5 - - 3 - - - 6 - 6 2 - 

6 - - 2 - - - 2 1 5 - 2 

7 - 1 4 - - - 2 4 2 2 - 

8 - - 1 - - - 2 2 4 1 1 

9 - 1 2 - - - 4 - 3 3 1 

10 - - 2 - - - - - 4 2 - 

11 - 1 1 - - - 5 2 11 2 10 

12 1 1 5 - - - 4 4 7 1 2 

13 - 1 4 - - - 1 3 1 2 1 

14 1 1 2 - 1 - 2 1 3 3 1 

15 - - 2 - - - - - 1 1 - 

16 - - 1 - - - 3 2 10 3 - 

17 1 1 2 - - - 8 5 3 2 2 

18 - - 1 - - 1 3 4 5 2 - 

19 - - 1 - - - 2 2 6 4 - 

20 - 1 4 - - - - 4 3 2 1 

21 - - 2 - - - 3 4 4 1 3 

22 - - 4 - - - 6 3 2 2 2 

23 - - 1 - - 1 1 1 3 2 - 

24 1 1 3 - 1 1 5 2 4 3 2 

25 - - 1 - - - - 2 2 2 - 

TOTAL 16 58 8 138 196 

 



KEMENTRIAN AGAMA 

        UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI RADEN INTAN LAMPUNG 

FAKULTAS TARBIYAH DAN KEGURUAN 

Alamat: Jl. Letkol H.Endro Suratmin Sukarame I Bandar Lampung (0721) 703260 

CONTROL CARD 

 

Name   : Diana Lisa Za’in 

Student Number  : 1211040131 

Title : AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENTS’ PROBLEM IN 

WRITING RECOUNT TEXT AT THE FIRST 

SEMESTER OF THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMPN 4 

BANDAR LAMPUNG IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 

2016/2017. 

No Date Consultation Signature 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

 

       Bandar Lampung, 

       Advisor 

  

 

 

 

       Bambang Irfani, M. Pd 

       NIP. 19730517 200604 1 001 

 



KEMENTRIAN AGAMA 

        UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI RADEN INTAN LAMPUNG 

FAKULTAS TARBIYAH DAN KEGURUAN 

Alamat: Jl. Letkol H.Endro Suratmin Sukarame I Bandar Lampung (0721) 703260 

 

CONTROL CARD 

 

Name   : Diana Lisa Za’in 

Student Number  : 1211040131 

Title : AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENTS’ PROBLEM IN 

WRITING RECOUNT TEXT AT THE FIRST 

SEMESTER OF THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMPN 4 

BANDAR LAMPUNG IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 

2016/2017. 

No Date Consultation Signature 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

 

       Bandar Lampung, 

       Co-Advisor 

  

 

 

 

       Dian Reftya Wati 

 

 



KEMENTRIAN AGAMA 

        UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI RADEN INTAN LAMPUNG 

FAKULTAS TARBIYAH DAN KEGURUAN 

Alamat: Jl. Letkol H.Endro Suratmin Sukarame I Bandar Lampung (0721) 703260 

 

CONTROL CARD 

 

Name   : Diana Lisa Za’in 

Student Number  : 1211040131 

Title : AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENTS’ PROBLEM IN 

WRITING RECOUNT TEXT AT THE FIRST 

SEMESTER OF THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMPN 4 

BANDAR LAMPUNG IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 

2016/2017. 

No Date Consultation Signature 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

 

       Bandar Lampung, 

       Advisor 

  

 

 

 

       Bambang Irfani, M. Pd 

       NIP. 19730517 200604 1 001 

 


	1. cover depan cover belakang ready.pdf (p.1-2)
	2. ABSTRACT READY.pdf (p.3-5)
	3.DECLARATION.pdf (p.6)
	4.MOTTO.pdf (p.7)
	5.DEDICATION ready.pdf (p.8)
	6.CURRICULUM VITAE ready.pdf (p.9)
	7.ACKNOWLEDGMENT ready.pdf (p.10-11)
	8.TABLE OF CONTENTS.pdf (p.12-15)
	CHAPTER 1 READY.pdf (p.16-24)
	CHAPTER 2 READY.pdf (p.25-51)
	CHAPTER 3 READY.pdf (p.52-64)
	CHAPTER 4 READY.pdf (p.65-91)
	CHAPTER 5 READY.pdf (p.92-93)
	REFERENCES descriptive quali.pdf (p.94-96)
	APPENDIX 1 AND 2 interview guideline and transcript preliminary.pdf (p.97-98)
	Appendix 3 Name of Students in Sample Class.pdf (p.99)
	APPENDIX 4 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT.pdf (p.100)
	Appendix 5 and 6 students score Rater 1 dan 2.pdf (p.101-103)
	Appendix 7 average score rater 1 and 2.pdf (p.104)
	APPENDIX 8 and 9 interview for teacher.pdf (p.105-107)
	Appendix 10 QUESTIONNAIRE GUIDELINE FOR STUDENTS.pdf (p.108)
	Appendix 10 questionnaire report for students.pdf (p.109-116)
	CHECKLIST OF INDICATORS writing problem.pdf (p.117-118)
	control card ADVISOR.pdf (p.119)
	control card CO-ADVISOR (2).pdf (p.120-121)

