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ABSTRACT

The Influence of Echo Reading Strategy Towards Students’ Reading
Comprehension in Descriptive Text at The First Semester of The Eighth Grade
of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in The Academic Year of 2017/2018
By : Ayu Sartika Rosel

Reading is a process that requires students to master concepts in a personal way. It
can do familiarity with subject, background, life experiences, and interpretation for
words and phrases affect understanding. In learning reading readers need to combine
their prior knowledge with their existing knowledge to comprehend what is being
read. The students’ reading comprehension at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung is still
low especially in reading descriptive text. So that, to solve this problem, the writer
applied echo reading strategy. Echo reading is one of a good strategy that can be
implemented by the students as individual or in group. Echo reading involves
students reading together and make description of the text about what they have read,
so they can get the important information of the text. The objective of this research is
to know whether there is a significant influence of echo reading strategy towards
students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text at the the first semester of the
eighth grade of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung.

In this research, the writer used quantitative research. The writer used quasi
experimental design with pre-test and post-test. The sample was taken from two
classes, VIII A and VIII C which consisted of 53 students. The treatments were held
in 3 meetings, 2 x 40 minutes for each. The population of this research was the eighth
grade students at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung. In collecting the data, the writer
used instrument in the form of multiple choice test. After conducting the treatments,
the instrument were used for the pre-test and post-test. After giving the pre-test and
post-test, the writer analyzed the data by using SPSS to compute independent sample
t-test.

From the data analysis computed by using SPSS, it was obtained that Sig = 0.014 and
a = 0.05. It means Ha is accepted because Sig < a = 0.05. In other words, from this
research, it was known that echo reading influence the students’ reading
comprehension in descriptive text. So, there was influence of echo reading strategy
towards students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text at the first semester of
the eighth grade of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung.

Key words: echo reading, reading comprehension, quantitative research
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“ Read in the name of your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot.
Read and your Lord is Most Honorable. Who taught (to write) with the pen. Taught

man what he knew not. !

L A. Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur’an Text, Translation and Commentary, (Maryland: Amana
Corp), p. 1162
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Reading is thinking and understanding and getting at the meaning behind a text. It
means that reading is a process through which the reader to get a message from an
article. Therefore, the main process of reading is to construct the meaning of the
written text. The ability to read has become an indispensable skill in students’ life.
Almost every aspect of everyday life of students is carried out in reading such as to
gain information from the text, to understand and know meaning of the text, to
answer questions from the text, and to make the result of the text as comprehending
form in reading. In short, students require an ability or skill to understand and

comprehend text in reading.

Based on School Based Curriculum (KTSP), the purposes of teaching English are
developing communicative competence in oral and written form to achieve
information level, having awareness about the sense and the significance of English
in order to increase national competence in global society, and developing
understanding of students about the relationship between language and culture.? It

means that to increase the national competence in global society, the students should

Lennyfer Serravallo, Teaching Reading In Small Groups (Porsmouth: Heinemann, 2010),
p. 43.

’Depdinas 2006.KurikulumTingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) 2006. (Jakarta: Unpublished,
2006). p.307.



aware about the sense and significance of English. So that, the purpose of teaching

English can be achieved.

SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung is one of the schools that also implies School Based
Curriculum (KTSP) as its guidance in teaching and learning process. In SMP
Tamansiswa Teluk Betung, English is taught twice a week with time duration about
40 minutes. According to syllabus of KTSP, there are two basic competences that
should be achieved by students at the second year of junior high school. First,
students are able to respond the meaning of short functional text accurately and
fluently. Second, students are able to read aloud the monologue/essay in the form of
descriptive, recount, narrative, procedure, and report text with good intonation.® So,

one of genres that should be learned by students is the descriptive text.

According to Oshima and Hogue, descriptive text appeals to the senses, so it tells
how something look, feels, smell, tastes, and/or sounds. In addition, a good
description is like a “word picture”, the reader can imagine the object, place or person
in his/her mind. The purpose of descriptive text is to describe and reveal a particular
person, animal, place or thing. The generic structure/text organization of descriptive
text consists of two parts: identification and description.* As we know that descriptive

text is a text to describe something, such as persons, places, or things . So, it normally

Syllabus  of  SMP  Taman  Siswa  Teluk  Betung, 8"  Grade
(Teluk Betung:Unpublished,2016/2017).

*Alice Oshima. & Ann Hogue, Introduction to Academic Writing (2nd Ed) (New York:
Addison Wesley Longman, Inc, 1997) p.61.



takes on three forms, they are description of people, description of places, and

description of things.

Meanwhile, in reading most of students still have difficult to understand and
comprehend a text. This problem is caused by many factors. Based on the preliminary
research, the researcher obtained data about the students’ problem by interviewing the
English teacher there namely Susi Mies Merry, S.Pd. She said that there are some
factors that make the students still have difficulty to comprehend text. The students
have low vocabulary mastery. So, when they are given a text to read, they do not
know the meanings of most words in the text.” They have to use their dictionaries to
find the meaning of the words. They tend to translate every single word in the text.

Then, the students can not comprehend English text by themselves.

Besides conducting an interview with the teacher, the researcher also asked some
students for their opinions about reading English text in their English lessons. The
researchers’ question are about whether they could answer the questions well or not
and what is their difficulties in reading.® Most of them said that they it was difficult to
answer the questions because they did not understand the texts. Furthermore, about
their difficulties in reading, they said that it was hard for them because they did not

know the meaning of reading text itself, So, they could not answer the questions well.

>Susi Mies Merri, Interview of the teacher, (SMP Taman Siswa Teluk Betung), on March,
30" 2017.

®Engelina, Andini, Nico, Rieke, et. al. The Result of The Students’ Interview at Seventh Grade
in Second Semester at SMP Taman Siswa Teluk Betung.



After the researcher conducted the interviews, she tried to see the fact by being
present at one of classroom that had an English subject at grade VII of SMP
Tamansiswa Teluk Betung, the researcher found some problem in the English
teaching and learning process. The problem were related to the students, the teacher,
the media that is wused in the teaching of reading, and the teaching

technique/method/strategy in the teaching of reading comprehension.

The first problem is related to the students. The students are not aware of the use of
learning strategies. They do not know how to use the efficient comprehension
strategies such as using prior knowledge, making prediction, skimming and scanning,
or guessing the meaning from the context. The use of those learning strategies
contributes to the success of the learning processes. Besides, the students are not
interested in reading a text. They find that reading an English text is boring and

stressful. This condition made the students find difficulties in understanding the text.

The second problem is related to the teacher. The teacher dominates the whole
session of the lesson as she talks to the students in most of the time of the teaching
and learning process. Furthermore, the teacher just lets the students read the text and
then do the task by themselves. At the time, the teacher just asks the students to
submit the work without giving feedback to the students so that the students do not

really know how to comprehend the text.



The third problem is related to the media used in the teaching of reading. In teaching
and learning process, the students are only given a long text to read. So, it makes the

students bored and lazy to follow the teaching and learning process.

The last problem is related to the teaching technique/method/strategy in the teaching
of reading comprehension. The teacher only focuses on testing students’ ability to
translate the text and answer the questions based on the text. It can be seen from the
monotonous activities which consists of reading a text, looking for the meaning of
English words in the dictionaries, and finally answering the questions based on the
text. Because of that, the students’ score was low. The score can be seen in the
following table:
Table 1
Students’ Reading Descriptive Text Score of the Seventh Grade in the

Second Semester of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in 2016/2017
Academic Year

Students’ score Number of

No Class <73 >73 Students

1 VII A 23 5 28

2 VII B 25 5 30

3 VIIC 21 4 25

4 VII D 23 7 30
Total 92 21 113

Percentage 81% 19% 100%

Source: Document of SMP Taman Siswa Teluk Betung

Based on Table 1, it can be concluded that there are 21 students (19%) of the 113
students who passed the test based on criteria of minimum mastery (KKM). And 92

students who got the score under the KKM. It means that the students who got




difficulty in reading are 81%. In this case, the students score of KKM in SMP

Tamansiswa Teluk Betung was 73.

Considering the data on Table 1, the researcher believes that some efforts are needed
to solve the problems in the teaching and learning processes especially in the teaching
of reading comprehension in SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung. In order to solve the

problem, the researcher will proposes a strategy called Echo Reading.

Karen mentions that echo reading is a reading strategy to help the students who
struggle with reading problems. The students often read “word by word.” They do not
know how to “chunk” words and phrases into meaningful groups.” It means that the
students do not know how to read group of words at a time, and when they chunk it,
they get more confused because of the weird combinations of words. As a result, their
comprehension is limited. So that, this strategy will help the students to increase their
reading comprehension and this strategy will be interesting for the students in
learning English text. Besides, this strategy also had been used by Agustriyani in her
research. The title of her thesis is: Teaching Reading Comprehension by Using Echo
Reading Strategy to the Tenth Grade Students of Setia Darma Vocational School of

Palembang.8 The result of Agustriyani’s thesis is that the use of echo reading strategy

’Karen Tankersley, The Treads of Reading: Strategies for Literacy Development (U.S.A:
ASCD Press, 2003), p.87.

®Emi Agustriyani, Teaching Reading Comprehension By Using Echo Reading Strategy To
The Tenth Grade Students Of Setia Darma Vocational School Of Palembang, 2011, Sriwijaya
University Of Palembang.



encouraged the students to be more active and motivated in learning reading. It also

can increase student’s achievement significantly.

Furthermore, Allan also used this strategy, her thesis entitled The Effects of Intensive
Reading Intervention on Fourth Through Sixth Grade Reading Fluency Through The
Use of SRA Direct Instruction Curriculum and Echo Reading in Elementary School
Central Valley of California, California State University, Stanislaus.® The result of
her study show that the impact of using the SRA direct instruction Decoding B-1

curriculum through the use of echo reading, can increase students’ reading fluency.

From the explanation, there are differences between Agustriyani & Allan thesis. In
Agustriyani’s thesis, she used echo reading as a strategy to increase students reading
comprehension’s achievement. However, Allan thesis show that the impact of using
the SRA direct instruction Decoding B-1 curriculum through the use of echo reading,
can increase students’ reading fluency. But, they both used the same strategy called
echo reading. Furthermore, the differences between those previous research with this
research is that by used this strategy it hoped can increase student’s reading
comprehension. However, the similarities is the strategy that will be used by the

researcher is echo reading.

°Christi Cease Allan, The Effects Of Intensive Reading Intervention on Fourth Through Sixth
Grade Reading Fluency Through The Use of SRA Direct Instruction Curriculum and Echo Reading,
2014, California State University, Stanislaus.



Based on the explanation, it can be concluded that echo reading is a good strategy to
help the students’ reading comprehension and fluency. So that, the researcher is going
to use Echo reading as a reading strategy to help students’ comprehend descriptive
text. Therefore, the researcher conducted this research entitled: The Influence of Echo
Reading Strategy Towards Students’ Reading Comprehension in Descriptive Text at
The First Semester of The Eighth Grade at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in

academic year of 2017/2018.

B. ldentification of the Problem
Based on the background of the problem, most of the students at the seventh grade of
SMP Tamansiswa still have problems in English, especially in reading text. The
problems in this research are identified as follows:

1. The students have low vocabulary mastery.

2. The students are not able to comprehend the reading text.

3. The students do not know how to read the text correctly.

4. The teacher does not use media in teaching learning process.

5. The teacher’s strategy/technique/method is less interesting.

C. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identifications of the problem, the researcher limit the problems in this
research by focusing only on the influence of echo reading strategy towards students’
reading comprehension in descriptive text at the first semester of the eight grade at

SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung. And the researcher would limit the students’



reading comprehension in descriptive text especially in describing people on the
theme of famous person, describing places on the theme of tourism place, and
describing things on the theme of favorite thing, at the first semester of the eighth

grade at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in academic year of 2017/2018.

D. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the identification and the limitation of the problem, the researcher
formulated the problem as follows:

“Is there any significant influence of Echo reading strategy towards students’ reading
comprehension in descriptive text at the first semester of the eighth grade at SMP

Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in academic year of 2017/2018?

E. Objective of the Research
The objective of the research is to know the influence of Echo strategy towards
students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text at the first semester of the eighth

grade at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in academic year of 2017/2018.

F. Use of the Research
The uses of the research are expected as follow:
1. Theoretically
This research may support that the use of Echo reading strategy can influence

students’ reading comprehension.
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Practically

The advantages of this research are for English teachers and students. It may
inform English teachers that Echo reading strategy can be applied as a good way
to comprehend and study text in teaching reading comprehension. For students, it

may increase students’ reading ability in comprehending English texts.

. Scope of the Research

Subject of the Research

The subject of the research is the students at the first semester of the eighth grade
of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in the academic year of 2017/2018.

. Object of the Research

The object of the research is the influence of echo reading strategy towards

students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text.

. Time of the Research

The researcher will be conducted the research at the first semester of the eighth
grade of SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung in the academic year of 2017/2018.
Place of the Research

The research will be conducted at SMP Tamansiswa Teluk Betung.



CHAPTER Il

FRAME OF THEORIES, FRAME OF THINKING, AND HYPHOTHESIS
A. Frame of Theories
1. Concept of Teaching English as Foreign Language
English is prime language in the world. It is used in many countries as native
language, second language and fordemymyuage. In conclusion, English is one of
international languages. Patel and Jain state that foreign language is the language
where the secondary environment is not observed and the people of linguistically
foreign societies use such languddemeans that people use foreign language for
communication with another people or societies but they use another language not

first language or not mother tongue because it means foreign language.

According to Harmer, English is a foreign language,dasagally taken to apply the
students who are studying general English at school and institutes in their country or
as transitory visitor in target language courittymeans that the students only have
chance to practice English in the school and ingtiist The teachers are also
demanded to encourage students to practice English every time in their activities.
English is the first foreign language taught at every school in Indonesia, especially for
junior high school and senior high school while fomedmtary school, it is as a local

content subject.

'M.F Patel and Praveen M. Jalnglish Language Teaching : Methods, Tools & Techniques
(Vaishali Nagar & : Sunrise, 2008), p. 35.
2Jeremy HarmerHow to Teach WritingEdinburgh Gate: Pearson Longman, 2004), p. 39.
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