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ABSTRACT 

THE INFLUENCE OF USING SIMPLER APPLICATION 

TOWARDS STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY MASTERY AT  

THE TENTH GRADE OF SMA N 1 PASIR SAKTI  

IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2021/2022 

 

BY: DESI ARIYANI 

 

There were many obstacles faced by students in the process of learning 

English. One of the obstacles that occur to students in learning English is 

vocabulary. Vocabulary of the students at SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti is still 

very low and needs to be improved. Therefore, the researcher wants to 

use the Simpler application to improve students' vocabulary mastery. 

Simpler application is an English learning application that is attractively 

designed and students can enjoy when runing the application, thus, 

students can increase their vocabulary easily and they feel that English is 

a fun subject. The objective of this research was to determine whether 

there is a significant influence of  using Simpler application towards 

students' vocabulary mastery at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti 

in the academic year of 2021/2022. 

 

The research was conducted using a quasi-experimental design. The 

population in this study was the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti. In 

taking the sample, the researcher used cluster random sampling 

technique. The samples used were two classes for the experimental class 

and the control class, X Ipa 3 and X Ipa 2 which consisted of 32 

students. In data collecting, the researcher used an instrument in the form 

of a multiple choice test of 30 questions after validity. After giving the 

pre-test and post-test, the researcher analyzed the normality and 

homogeneous distribution data using SPSS v.24 to calculate the 

independent sample t-test. 
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Based on the data analysis calculated using SPSS v.24, it was obtained 

that Sig. (2-tailed) of the equal variance assumed was 0.000 and α = 

0.05. Ha is accepted if Sig. < α = 005 and Ho is accepted if Sig > α  = 

0.05. Its means that, Sig. 0.000 < α = 0.05. So, Ha accepted. Based on 

these results, it can be concluded that there is a significant influence of 

using Simpler applications towards students vocabulary mastery at the 

tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti in the academic year of 2021/2022. 

 

Keywords: Quasi Experimental Design, Simpler Application, 

Vocabulary Mastery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

vii 
 

MOTTO 

 

حِيْمِ  هِ الزَّ حْمه ِ الزَّ  بسِْمِ اّللّه

ُ لكَُمْ ۖ وَإذَِا قيِلَ ياَ أيَُّهاَ الَّذِيهَ آمَىىُا إِذَا قيِلَ  لكَُمْ تفَسََّحُىا فيِ الْمَجَالسِِ فَافْسَحُىا يفَْسَحِ اللَّّ

ُ بمَِا  ُ الَّذِيهَ آمَىىُا مِىْكُمْ وَالَّذِيهَ أوُتىُا الْعِلْمَ دَرَجَاتٍ ۚ وَاللَّّ اوْشُزُوا فاَوْشُزُوا يزَْفعَِ اللَّّ

﴾١١تعَْمَلىُنَ خَبيِزٌ ﴿   

 

“O you who have believed, when you are told, “Space yourselves” in 

assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you. And when 

you are told, “Arise,” then arise; Allah will raise those who have 

believed among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. 

And Allah is Acquainted with what you do.” (Q.S Al-Mujadilah:11)
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Ahadi, „Quran Surah Al Mujadilah 11 (QS 58: 11)‟ 

<https://www.alquranenglish.com/quran-surah-al-mujadilah-11-qs-58-11-in-arabic-and-

english-translation> [accessed 25 June 2022]. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Title Confirmation 

As an early stage in understanding the title of this research, 

researcher need to explain some of the keywords that were part of 

the title of  this research. This is done to avoid possible 

misunderstandings. This research  is entitled ―The Influence of 

Using Simpler Application Toward  Students' Vocabulary Mastery‖. 

The following is an explanation of some of the  terms contained in 

the title section. 

Hall and Barrett said that influence is defined as ―a force one 

person (the agent) exerts on sameone else (the target) to induce a 

change in the target, including changes in behaviours, opinions, 

attitudes, goals, needs and values‖ and ―the ability to affect the 

behaviour of others in a particular direction.‖
1
 Its mean, influence is 

an energy that exerts effect and creates a change made by a person to 

another person or a certain group. Meanwhile, in this study, the 

intended effect is the activity carried out to find out whether there is 

an influence from the use of the Simpler application on students' 

vocabulary mastery. 

Agustinus said that a simpler is an Android-based English 

learning application that can help students practice working on 

English questions.
2
 Therefore, the simpler application can be used as 

a media in the learning process to help students improve vocabulary 

mastery. Students can take advantage of the features available in the 

application to make it easier to learn vocabulary, not only 

vocabulary, students can also learn other skills such as listening, 

reading, speaking and writing. 

                                                             
1 Anita Hall and Leverne Barrett, ‗Influence : The Essence of Leadership‘, 

NebGuide, 2007, 1–3 (p. 1) <http://extension.unl.edu/publications>. 
2 Prasetyo Edy Wibowo Agustinus, ‗The Using of Simpler Application in 

Android-Based English Learning at The Taruna Politeknik Perkeretaapian Indonesia.‘, 

JURNAL AGHINYA STIESNU BENGKULU, 3.1 (2020), 99–109 (p. 3). 
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Vocabulary mastery is one of the factors to master English as 

foreign language.
3
 In other word, students have the ability to 

understand and use words and meanings. The larger the vocabulary 

mastered by students, the better they will display their language. By 

having a limited vocabulary, students will have difficulty in 

mastering English skills. 

This research would conduct to determine whether there is an 

influence of using the Simpler application on students' vocabulary 

mastery. Given that vocabulary is one of the core components for 

learning language skills that must be mastered by students, by using 

the Simpler application, students will find it easier to understand and 

memorize each vocabulary by utilizing the features available in the 

application. In addition, learning will be easier and enjoy by using 

the Simpler application as a media. 

 

B. Background of the Problem 

Vocabulary is one of the elements in English that should be 

mastered by the students in learning English as a foreign language. 

Nikolov said that, vocabulary is a very important part of learning 

English.
4
 Meanwhile, according to Harmer one of the important 

aspects to be learned language learning is vocabulary, and it is a 

major core in studying a foreign language.
5
 It can be said that 

vocabulary become one of the main role in learning English. To 

master all of the skill in language such as speaking, writing, reading, 

and listening, the first thing should be learned and improved is 

vocabulary. By having a sufficient vocabulary, it can be help 

students and make it easy to learn another language English skills. 

This is line with Thornbury statement that without grammar very 

little can be conveyed but without vocabulary nothing can be 

                                                             
3 Aswal Syarifudin, Rismaya Marbun, and Dewi Novita, ‗Analysis on the 

Students‘ Vocabulary Mastery a Descriptive Study on the MTs‘, Jurnal Pendidikan Dan 

Pembelajaran Khatulistiwa, 3.9 (2014), 1–10 (p. 1). 
4 Marianne Nikollov, Early Learning of Modern Foreign Languages, ed. by 

Marianne Nikollov (Canada: Short Run Press, 2009), p. 181. 
5 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, 3rd Edition, Third 

Edit (Longman, 2001), p. 17. 
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conveyed.
6
 It‘s mean that vocabulary to be a basic knowledge to 

know and learn English, vocabulary also to be one of the supporting 

aspects for communicating and sharing information with other 

people. 

In learning English vocabulary, there were several obstacles 

that were often faced by students. As Thornbury said, problems that 

often arise in mastering English vocabulary are often found in non-

native English students. The difficulties experienced by non-native 

students are pronunciation, spelling, length of words and complexity, 

grammar, meaning, range, connotation and idiom.
7
 Meanwhile, 

Michael said that, multiple sense English words and synonyms 

(words with a similar meaning) present special difficulty for foreign 

learners. Other difficulties with learning and using English 

vocabulary include fixed word collocations, phrasal verbs, idioms, 

proverbs and regional differences in vocabulary usage.
8
 In addition, 

Rohmatillah said that with the differences in English vocabulary 

with Indonesian in terms of form, pronunciation, spelling, meaning, 

use of words, pronunciation with different writing, it becomes a 

difficulty that is often experienced by people, especially students 

who are learning English.
9
  

From the obstacles in mastering vocabulary that have been 

mentioned, it can be concluded that there were many things that 

must be considered by students in mastering vocabulary. Students 

must be able to know the meaning of each word in various contexts, 

because in its fact each word has many meanings based to the 

context discussed. Therefore, the process that must be carried out is 

not only mastering vocabulary, but also understanding and knowing 

                                                             
6 Scott Thornbury, How to Teach Vocabulary, ed. by Sue Harmers (England: 

Pearson Education Limited, 2002), p. 13. 
7 Urai Salam and Nurnisa, ‗Students‘ Difficulties in Learning Vocabularies‘, 

English Community Journal, 5.1 (2021), 46–53 (p. 47). 
8 Michael Shelby, ‗Difficulties in Vocabulary Learning‘ <http://www.english-for-

students.com/Difficulties-in-Vocabulary-Learning.html> [accessed 7 February 2022]. 
9 Rohmatillah, ‗A Study on Students‘ Difficulties in Learning Vocabulary‘, 

Engish Education: Jurnal Tadris Bahasa Inggris, 6.1 (2014), 69–86 (p. 70) 

<https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24042/ee-jtbi.v6i1.520>. 
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its meaning and use. 

Based on the preliminary research in SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti 

Lampung Timur on Monday, December 06, 2021 by interviewing 

with English teachers and students. Researchers found several 

problems and difficulties that occur to students. The first is, students 

don't have sufficient vocabulary so they difficulty to understand a 

material. The second is that many students difficulty to remembering 

the vocabulary, especially vocabulary that hard to spelling, so that 

they find it difficult to increase their vocabulary. The last, student 

did not know the use and difficult understand type part of speech, so 

they can not convey the idea both in written or spoken. This problem 

occurs because of the lack of student motivation to increase 

vocabulary, students were lazy to open dictionaries, students were 

lazy to find out the meaning of words from vocabulary, and students 

were lazy to explore new vocabulary. This makes it difficult for 

teachers to teach English.
10

 

After interviewing the teacher, the researcher interviewed 

several students about the obstacle they faced in learning English. 

Students said that not really like English subject, they also said that 

the obstacles he faced in learning English that many word meanings 

not understood so that students did not understand the content of 

what was discussed by the teacher. Another obstacle faced by 

students is they  difficulty in memorizing some English vocabularies 

due to different spelling and writing and lack of confidence, 

difficulty in pronunciation, and difficulty in translating. From the 

results of interviews, it can be seen that the problem faced by many 

students is vocabulary. They do not know the meaning of a text or 

conversation, this is because they do not have enough vocabulary. In 

addition, they have minimal enthusiasm and motivation to study, 

which can be seen from some students who don't even have a 

dictionary, or never open their dictionary. From some students, it 

was seen that only some student like English and many of them did 

not really like English, because they thought that English was 

                                                             
10 Solekha, Intervuew an English Teacher, SMA N1 Pasir Sakti,  December 

06th, 2021. 
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difficult to understand and learn.
11

 From that interview, the writer 

also got the data that showed about students score in English subject, 

the distribution can be seen as follows. 

Table 1 

Students’ English Score at the Tenth Grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti 

Lampung Timur in the Academic Year of 2020/2021 

No Class 
Score 

Total 
>70 <70 

1 X IPA 1 15  19  34 

2 X IPA 2  16 16 32 

3 X IPA 3  13 19  32 

4 X IPA 4  12 21  33 

5 X IPA 5  15 19  34 

6 X IPS 1  14 20  34 

7 X IPS 2  16 19  35 

8 X IPS 3  14 18  32 

9 X IPS 4  13 21  34 

10 X IPS 5  11 22  33 

Number of Students  139 194 333 

Percentage  41.62% 53.38%  100% 

 

From the data on table 1, the total number of the tenth grade 

students in SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti Lampung Timur were 333 students. 

The criteria of minimum mastery (KKM) score of English subject at 

that school is 70. There were 194 students (53.38%) got score under 

KKM. It indicated that most students still face difficulties in English 

subject especially in vocabulary. 

The researcher asked about the learning strategies used by the 

teacher during face-to-face learning. The teacher said that during 

face-to-face learning she used a scientific approach and use picture 

                                                             
11 Reza, Jesi, Ria. Students of SMA N1 Pasir Sakti, A  Questionaire on Monday, 

December 06th, 2021. 
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as media, but in practice most students did not give a positive 

response and they did not give a good response to work together and 

provide feedback during the learning process. Therefore, teacher 

often use different and interesting methods and media to attract more 

students' attention in learning. 

By interviewing teacher and students of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti 

Lampung Timur, the researcher found the main problems during 

learning English, namely the lack of sufficient vocabulary and low 

learning motivation. In this study, researchers would try to utilize 

existing technology to improve students' vocabulary mastery. With 

advanced technology, certainly it has a positive influence in the 

world of education. Costley said the use of technology and teaching 

students have to use it has become a high priority in the public 

schools.
12

 Meanwhile, according to Gotsick, the multimedia and 

technologies offer the psychologist a variety of opportunities for 

improving and extending the instructional process.
13

 It's mean that 

the role of multimedia and technology can help develop student 

learning abilities and encourage students to be more motivated. In 

addition, the technological advances encourage developers to create 

many learning applications that aim to help teachers and students 

make the learning process easier. 

One of these learning applications is the Simpler application. 

The Simpler application is an application developed for learning 

English such as practicing speaking, listening, learning about 

grammar and vocabulary in an easy and interesting way. In addition, 

this application provides a wide selection of languages other than 

Indonesian and English. The Simpler application is designed as 

simple as possible but looks attractive. This application is perfect for 

students who want to increase their vocabulary, here students can 

learn many new vocabulary meanings. Besides, this application also 

                                                             
12 Iman Santosa, ‗The Use of My Dictionary Application to Improve Students‘ 

Vocabulary Masteri‘, ELTIN JOURNAL, Journal of English Language Teaching in 

Indonesia, 7.1 (2019), 35–42 (p. 36) <https://doi.org/10.22460/eltin.v7i1.p35-42>. 
13 Luh Putri, ‗The Use Line Webtoon Cmic Strips to Upgrade Students‘ 

Vocabulary Mastery‘, Yavana Bhāshā: Journal of English Language Education, 4.2 

(2021), 30–40 (p. 31) <https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.25078/yb.v4i2.2769>. 
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provides grammar material, so that when students learn vocabulary, 

they also learn grammar at the same time. The difference between 

this application and other applications is that the Simpler application 

can be run without using an internet connection, as long as we have 

downloaded the lesson first. The Simpler app also provides many 

free features without a subscription. 

The previous study was conducted by Haris Hamdani and 

Ferawaty Puspitorini. This study was conducted in 2021 with the 

title "Applying BBC Learning English Application in Students' 

Vocabulary Mastery". The purpose of this study is to explore the use 

of BBC Learning English application in students' vocabulary 

mastery. This is a qualitative study with a case study particularly the 

phenomenological study. The participants of this study were 26 

students of Bhayangkara Jakarta Raya University majoring 

Accounting in the 4th Semester. The data were collected through the 

questionnaire. The study concludes that students get 10 new 

vocabularies for each meeting using BBC Learning English 

application. This application helps students solving their problems 

from the lack of vocabulary. In term of memorizing, they can 

memorize English vocabularies using the application. Besides that 

they have more spirit in memorizing vocabularies because they 

utilize the videos in the application. They do not feel nervous using 

the application because the application is flexible to use, friendly to 

use, interesting. They were proud of using the application. There 

were many benefits that students can get from the application. They 

can access the application anywhere and anytime. 

The last study was conducted by Rita Seroja Br Ginting and 

Rahmah Fithriani. In this study, the researcher explained about the 

use of the Hello English application in the EFL class to help 

students‘ master vocabulary. This study was conducted in March 

2021. This study aim to determine whether employing MALL 

through the Hello English (HE) application as a teaching media 

could significantly affect the mastery of vocabulary of eighth grade 

students in an English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Junior High 

School (JHS) classroom. Using a quantitative approach with a quasi-
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experimental design, this study presented the numerical data 

collected through a multiple-choice test. In analyzing the data, t-tests 

were employed with a 5% (0.05) significance level using the SPSS 

statistical test tools v.20. According to the results, the HE application 

had a significant effect on the students' mastery of the vocabulary, 

and so it is recommended that the HE application be used as a tool in 

the English language teaching and learning process. 

The difference between this study and previous study focuses 

on the application used. In this study, the researcher uses a Simpler 

application to find out whether there is an influence on increasing 

students' vocabulary mastery. It is known that in previous study 

conducted by Haris Hamdani and Ferawaty Puspitorini using the 

BBC Learning English Application with the results of study that 

there were many benefits from using the application, such as 

students not feeling nervous when the learning process takes place 

and the application is flexible in addition to being friendly to use and 

also interesting. They can also access or study anywhere and 

anytime. Then in the study conducted by Rita Seroja Br Ginting and 

Rahmah Fithriani they used the Hello English application. From the 

research that has been done, it is found that from the use of the Hello 

English application there were very useful and the researcher also 

highly recommends the use of the application as a medium to help 

students in the process of learning English. 

Based on the previous explanation, the researcher can 

conclude that one of the success factors in learning is the media and 

the use of the right learning approach. In addition, the use of the 

application can also help teachers and students in learning English, 

especially in mastering English vocabulary. One of application that 

can support the English learning process is the Simpler application, 

the Simpler application has many features and systems that support 

to help teachers and students learn English. One of the interesting 

about this application is that this application is wrapped with several 

games combined with English lessons, such as games that discuss 

grammar, vocabulary, word order and others. Therefore, the research 

that would be carried out by this researcher is entitled ―The Influnce 

of Using Simpler Applications towards Students‘ Vocabulary 
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Mastery at the Tenth Grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti in the academic 

year of 2021/2022‖. 

 

C. Identification and Limitation of the Problem 

a) Identification of the problem 

Based on the background of the problem, the researcher 

would like to identify the problem as a follow: 

1. Students did not have sufficient vocabulary 

2. Students had difficulty remembering vocabulary 

3. Student did not know the use and difficult understand 

type part of speech 

b) Limitation of the Problem 

The researcher limit the problem just focus to knowing 

whether there is an influence of using Simpler Application 

toward students‘ vocabulary mastery in type of verb especially 

in the form of V2, adverb and conjunction in recount text at the 

tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti in the academic year of 

2021/2022. 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the research  problems above, the researcher 

formulated the problem into a research question as follow: ―Is there 

any significant Influence of using Simpler application on the 

students‘ vocabulary mastery at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir 

Sakti in the academic year of 2021/2022?  

E. Objective of the Research 

The objectives of this research is to find out whether there is 

influence of using Simpler Application towards students‘ vocabulary 

mastery at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti in the academic 

year of 2021/2022. 

F. Significant of the Research 

The benefits of the research is as follows: 

1. Theoretically 

To given information to the readers about the influence of 

using using Simpler application towards vocabulary mastery 



10 
 

at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti in the academic 

year of 2021/2022. 

2. Practical Significance 

a. For the students 

By using the Simpler application, it is hoped that 

students can be more interested and motivated in learning 

English, and improve their ability to master vocabulary. 

b. For the teacher 

It is hoped that this research given teachers insight 

into using media and strategies for more creative and 

innovative teaching. 

G. Scope of the Research 

1. Subject of the research 

The subject of the research were the students in SMA N 1 

Pasir Sakti year 2021/2022. 

2. Object of the research  

Object of the research is taught vocabulary using Simpler 

application. 

3. Place of the research 

The research was conducted at SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti 

Lampung Timur. 

4. Time of the research 

The research was conducted at the tenth grade in the 

academic year of 2021/2022. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on research that has been conducted at SMA N 1 Pasir 

Sakti in the academic year of 2021/2022, it can be concluded as 

follows: 

In the previous chapter, statistical analysis of the data has 

been carried out. Based on the results of the statistical analysis, that 

there is an influence of using Simpler applications towards students' 

vocabulary mastery at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Pasir Sakti, 

Lampung Timur in the academic year of 2021/2022 

Significant influence can be seen from the value of Sig. (2-

tailed) of the equal variance assumed in the independent sample t-

test, the table shows that the value of Sig. (2-tailed) is 0.000. This is 

lower than 0.05, which means Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted. 

 

B. Suggestion  

Based on the findings, the researcher tries to give some 

suggestions after this research is completed. Suggestions were as 

follows: 

1. For English Teacher 

a. The researcher suggests the English teacher to try to 

implement the Simpler application as a learning media 

in teaching vocabulary because it would really help 

students in developing students' vocabulary mastery. 

b. Teachers should try to use various techniques and 

media in the learning process to develop students' 

ability in English, especially in students' vocabulary 

mastery. 

c. To develop students' ability in English, the researcher 

suggests to given students the opportunity to study in 

groups, and learn with game techniques, this would 

given them a comfortable and enjoy situation in 

learning. 
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2. For the students 

Based on the results of research that has been done, the 

researchers suggest: 

a. Students must study hard and more seriously during the 

process of learning English. 

b. Students must pay more attention and learn to 

remember vocabulary in learning English, this is 

because mastering English needed a lot of vocabulary. 

c. Students must practice regularly to develop their 

English especially in vocabulary, they can practice with 

friends or teachers. 

 

3. For the other researchers 

a. Researchers in this research use the Simpler application 

to improve students' vocabulary mastery. Other 

researchers can find English learning applications that 

were more interesting and more effective in increasing 

students' vocabulary. 

b. In this research, researchers used the Simpler 

application to help students at the senior high school 

level, especially in teaching vocabulary. For other 

researchers, can use this application at different levels 

or on other types of English language skills, such as 

reading, writing, speaking, or in listening. 
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