
1 

 

FLOUTING MAXIM ANALYSIS ON THE DIALOGUE OF 

CHARACTERS IN COCO MOVIE 2017 

 

 

A Thesis 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for 

S-1 Degree 

 

 

 

 

By: 

Nurul Kesuma Putri 

NPM. 1611040327 

 

 

 

 

Study Program : English Education 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING  

RADEN INTAN STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY  

LAMPUNG 

2021/2022 

 



2 

 

FLOUTING MAXIM ANALYSIS ON THE DIALOGUE OF 

CHARACTERS IN COCO MOVIE 2017 

 

 

 

A Thesis 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for 

S-1 Degree 

 

 

 

 

By: 

Nurul Kesuma Putri 

NPM. 1611040327 

 

 

 

 

 

Study Program : English Education 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisor : Prof. Dr. Idham Kholid, M.Ag 

Co-Advisor : Satria Adi Pradana, M.Pd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING 

RADEN INTAN STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 

LAMPUNG 

2021/2022 

 



ii 

 

ABSTRACT 

Nowadays era, language became as people’s social, culture, and 

personal identities system in order to build general communication. 

Somehow people tend to violate the communication principal, or 

simply making mistakes even in interpreted literal meaning in context 

of basic communication, in pragmatics, it means flouts the maxim. 

When people flout a maxim, means they have some particular reasons 

to be expressed. This study has been done to know what kinds of 

maxim and dominant also to found out what were the possible reasons 

in Coco movie 2017. 

This study used descriptive-qualitative research. The dialogue 

utterances mostly flouted by the main characters (Miguel and Hector) 

in the Coco movie served as the data for this study. This study used 

two types of triangulation techniques, which were investigator and 

theoretical triangulation. 

This study found that there were four types of flouting maxim, which 

were flouting of maxim quantity, quality, relation, and manner, and 

also was dominated by flouting of maxim relation. From the 

calculation of all types of maxims, it is shown that there were 15 of 

data utterances. They were flouting of maxim quantity (3 data) or 

20%, flouting of maxim quality (4 data) or 27%, flouting of maxim 

manner (2) or 13%, and the most dominant one, flouting of maxim 

relation (6 data) or 40%. 

Keywords: Cooperative Principle, Coco Movie, Flouting Maxim, 

Pragmatics  
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MOTTO 

 

            … 

“Allah does not require of any soul more than what it can afford.”
1
 

(Qs. Al-Baqarah: 286) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Surah Al-baqarah: quran.com, Accessed on: https://quran.com/search? 

query=al+baqarah 

https://quran.com/search
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A.   Background of the Problem 

Language represents one of the key elements of our social, 

cultural, and personal identities.
1
 Meaning, in this world people 

who are from variation of culture, race, religion and others has 

been actively and passively communicate with language which 

stands form of expression, connection, and behaviour. However, 

language is a system that connects thoughts, which can not be 

heard, seen, or touched, with sounds, letters, manual signs, or 

tactile symbols.
2
 It naturally language comes from history to 

these days who made language itself has meaning of 

communication that has many kinds and aspects to learn about.  

Meaning, when we want to use language properly to inform 

something to someone we talk about, so that they can 

understand of how to communicate well so the communication 

will be outstanding. Yule said that pragmatics is concerned with 

the study of meaning as communicated by a speaker or a writer 

and interpreted by a listener or reader.
3
 He also added this type 

of study necessarily involves the interpretation of what people 

mean in a particular context and how the context influences 

what is said. In short, pragmatics is the study of contextual 

meaning.  

Pragmatics takes a socio-cultural perspective on language 

usage: examining the way that the principles of social behaviour 

are expressed is determined by the social distance between 

                                                           
1 Gerald P. Delahunty, James. J. Garvey, “The English Language From Sound 

to Sense”, (2010): 08 
2 Gerald P. Delahunty, James. J. Garvey, Op, Cit, p. 04 
3 George Yule, Pragmatics, (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), p. 03 



 

 
 

2 

speakers.
4
 As a result, this study determine about context, text, 

and function of words in context, analyzing the parts of meaning 

that can be explained by knowledge of the physical and social 

world and the fact that concerned with function.  

During this time, people tend to make mistakes about what 

are the literal meaning in context of conversation in their daily 

life. They kind of challenging to convey the purpose in real 

conversation from both point of view speaker and hearer. Hence, 

as human being, people use the spoken form when they want to 

interact directly with other people to build a good 

communication.
5
 Without communication, ideas and opinion 

that arise in a person are not conveyed to anyone and the activity 

of sending the information is an effective communication. 

Therefore, to avoid the existence of communication breakdown, 

we could apply the cooperative principles. The basic principle in 

pragmatic is cooperative principle imported by Huang said that 

Grice suggested that there is an underlying principle that 

determines the way in which language is used maximally 

efficiently and effectively to achieve rational interaction in 

communication. Especially we as a future teacher want to build 

the conversation between them is way more important, since as 

stated by Eve that children and students practice what they know 

about language so far by participing in conversation.
6
 For 

educational background, as stated by Halide, one of advantage 

of the use of movie for educational purposes could be as 

primarily provides a relaxing and entertaining facilities by 

materializing the information using visual elements than 

                                                           
4 Joan Cutting, Pragmatics and Discourse, (London: Routledge, 2002), p. 03 
5 Rofa Marlisa, Didin. N. Hidayat, “The Analysis of Flouting Maxim in Good 

Morning America (GMA) Talkshow” (Englisia: Journal of Language, Education, and 

Humanities, May 2020) 
6 Eve V. Clark, “Conversation and Language Acquisition: A Pragmatics 

Approach” (Routledge: Language Learning and Development Online Journal, October 

2017) 
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traditional method and make more efficient the transfer of the 

topic to students or learner.
7
 Besides, by using movie as a media 

in learning English skill, media is an intermediary or 

introduction between speaker and listener in communicating as 

well. There are some popular types of movies, one of them are 

animation movie. The creation of animation media can be done 

in several ways. The popular methods used include a frame by a 

frame, and multiply in teen animation. Because, as stated in 

Ayu, Endang, and Nur’s study, they said that learning by using 

video in the form of animated video are more interested in the 

teaching and learning process. In learning through animated film 

that are fun, effective, and efficient and increase students’ 

creativity because in one show students are able to process four 

macro skill (listening, speaking, writing, reading).
8
 In addition, 

it must equip student to learn in interesting way so that they are 

more enthusiastic in the teaching and learning process and 

increasingly trying to create a multimedia learning 

environments.  

In conversation there are two things that are important 

matters, they are speaker and hearer. Between them need 

cooperation in their conversation.
9
 Grice called it the 

cooperative principle. As stated from Grice, people will have a 

successful conversation if they achieve the cooperative 

principles that are related in the four maxim of conversation as 

                                                           
7 Halide Gamze Ince Yakar, “Use of the Movies in the Turkish Language and 

Literature Education in Turkey” (Journal of Education and Learning, Vol 7, January 

2018) 
8 Ayu Sartika, Endang Golis, Nur Rizka Fitria, “Developing of Teaching 

Materials: Using Animation Media to Learning English Vocabulary  For Early 

Childhood” (Indonesian Journal of Research and Educational Review, Vol 1, 

December 2021) 
9 Siti Purwaningsih, “The Pragmatics Analysis of the Cooperative Principle in 

a Comedy Movie Entitled “Meet the Parents” (Salatiga, 2015) 
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such Maxims: quality, quantity, relation and manner.
10

 When 

people flout a maxim, it means they have some particular 

reasons to be expressed. Maxim of quality regulates that a 

speaker has to speak the truth not say something that is believed 

to be false adequate evidence. Maxim quantity regulates that the 

speaker is supposed to make the contribution as informative as it 

is required. In other word, the speaker does not give contribution 

as more informative or less informative as it is required. Maxim 

relevance means that a speaker has to be relevant with the topic 

under discussion. Lastly, maxim of manner is defined that 

speaker should avoid obscurity of expression, avoid ambiguity, 

be brief, and be orderly.
11

 

Taguchi and Roever said that when a speaker flouts a 

maxim, they violate it in such an obvious manner that a 

competent hearer can clearly see that some additional meaning 

is intended to be conveyed.
12

 They also explained more about 

flouting maxims which can be stated that flout a maxim means 

the speakers blatantly fail to fulfill the maxim. The flouting of 

maxim not only can be seen in real life but also in movies. 

Hornby said that a movie is multimedia narrative form based on 

physical record of sound and moving pictures.
13

 Hence, besides 

in our real conversation, flouting maxim can be happen in our 

daily life, college life in public, office, or even in movies 

because flouting maxim in the movie’s dialogue often used by 

the characters in the movie.  

The movie in this research called “Coco” movie. “Coco” is 

2017 American-animated fantasy movie released by Walt 

                                                           
10 Yan Huang, The Oxford Handbook of Pragmatics, (UK: Oxford University 

Press, 2017), p. 48 
11 Ibid 
12 Naoko Taguchi, Carsten Roever, Second Language Pragmatics, (UK: 

Oxford University Press, 2017), p. 24 
13 Hornby, A.S, Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary, (Great Britain: Oxford 

University Press, 2010), p. 434 
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Disney Pictures. In some dialogue of characters of the movie, it 

contains some flouted maxim in dialogue of characters 

conversation. Considering that, this study focused on analyzing 

the maxim flouting through the dialogue conversation among 

the characters of the “Coco” movie. 

Many researcher has been conducted to analyze floating 

maxim in their research.  The first study is from Rofa Marlisa 

and Didin Nuruddin Hidayat entitled “The Analysis of Flouting 

Maxim in Good Morning America (GMA) Talkshow". The 

goals of this study was to find out the performed flouted maxim 

by the hosts and the guest and to reveal the reasons behind the 

occurance of the maxim. The result were 15 utterances of the 

flouting found in the result of this study. The quantity and 

manner are the highest maxims occurring in the Good Morning 

America Talk show. These two maxims occur 5 times, followed 

by flouting the maxim of relation which happens 3 times, and 

lastly followed by flouting the maxim of manner 2 times. 

Flouting maxim of quantity and flouting the maxim of manner 

were the highest flouting maxims appear during the talkshow 

and the maxim flouting of quality and relevance is the lowest 

percentage maxim that occurs during the talk show. Maxim 

flouting almost performed was beneficial in building fun and 

humor speaking.
14

 

Second one, the study from Zulfah Ibrahim, M. Bahri Arifin, 

Ririn Setyowati entitled “The Flouting Maxim of Maxim in the 

SE7EN Movie Script”. This study was focused on analyzing 

flouting of maxims that were flouted by the characters in the 

SE7EN movie script and the motivation of the characters flouted 

the maxims. Based on the findings, the researcher concluded 

that in SE7EN movie, the characters flouted only 2 types of 

                                                           
14 Rofa Marlisa, Didin Nuruddin Hidayat, “The Analysis of Flouting Maxim 

in Good Morning America (GMA) Talkshow” (Jakarta, May 2020) 
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maxim relevance is the most flouted and the last is maxim of 

quantity. The characters tend to flout the maxim as a distraction 

and also because they wanted to persuade the listeners to find 

the hidden meaning of what the speakers say. For the 

motivation, there are four motivations but in this research, only 

three motivations that lead the characters to flout the maxims; 

they are competitive, collaborative and conflictive.
15

 

The last is study from Asri Dwi E.S entitled “An Analysis of 

Flouting Maxim in EFL Classroom Interaction”. The focal point 

of the present study was to analyze the applicability of Grice’s 

non-observance which are flouting maxim of quality, quantity, 

relation and manner on EFL classroom interaction context. The 

result was aimed at investigating how the conversational 

implicatures especially flouting maxim are being formed in 

teacher and students dialog during EFL teaching and learning 

process. The present study used qualitative approach. The data 

taken from teacher and students interaction in EFL classroom 

are being transcribed and analyzed by categorizing utterances 

based on the flouting of maxim theory proposed by H.P. Grice. 

It was discovered that there are 6 conversational implicature 

(flouting maxim) in the dialogue of a teacher and her students 

during EFL teaching and learning process. It can be claimed that 

the way to produce conversational implicature in the dialogue is 

violating or flouting maxim of quality, maxim of quantity, 

maxim of relevance and maxim of manner. The float is maxim 

is done by student because of their lack of linguistic and actional 

competence.
16

  

The differences between this research and the previous 

research was the data analysed by showing the result in 
                                                           

15 Zulfah Ibrahim, M. Bahri Arifin, Ririn Setyowati, “The Flouting Maxim of 

Maxim in the SE7EN Movie Script” (Samarinda, January 2018) 
16 Asri Dwi, “An Analysis of Flouting Maxim in EFL Classroom Interaction” 

(Semarang, 2015) 



 

 
 

7 

percentage and this research focused on four types of maxim 

such as quality, quantity, relation and manner as Grice’s 

principal in dialogue of characters. Thus, the writer appraised 

for flouting maxims and the dominant of flouting maxim which 

has happened and found in “Coco” movie. This research can 

give more information about linguistic research and enrich 

knowledge in linguistic field, especially on flouting maxim. It 

will enrich the knowledge of English teaching about maxims 

which are flouted in the movie. The results of the research 

hopefully can be useful to give other examples of flouting 

maxims that can lighten the people in learning pragmatics.  

From several reason above, therefore, the writer presented 

this research under the title “Flouting Maxim Analysis of the 

Dialogue Characters in Coco Movie 2017”. 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the writer indetify 

problems of the research as follows: 

1. The writer seen some flouting maxim in dialogue of 

characters in “Coco” movie. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem, the writer limited 

this research problem to know what the dominant types of 

maxims that were flouted in the Coco movie.  

D. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on identification and limitation, the main problems of this 

research as follows: 

1. What is the dominant types of maxim flouted in Coco 

movie 2017? 
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2. What is possible reason of flouting maxim in Coco 

movie 2017?  

 

E. Objective of the Research 

Based on the formulation above, this writer stated the purpose 

of the research as follows: 

1. To know the dominant types of maxim flouted in Coco 

movie 2017. 

2. To find out the possible reason of flouting maxim in 

Coco movie 2017. 

 

F. Significance of the Research 

       The writer positively hope that this research can be a guide or 

source especially for teacher to improve some teaching and 

learning method to develop the study of pragmatics and know 

the characteristic of each maxims and the meaning on it. It can 

be used as knowledge materials in the study pragmatics, 

linguistic, semantics and others. Last but not least this research 

can be used as, this research can be used as reference, source, 

and information for the related research field in the next future 

for other researcher.   

G.  Scope of the Research 

 Scope of this research as follows: 

1. Subject of the research  

The subject of this research will be “Coco” movie 

2. Object of the research 

Object of this research will be dialogue characters of 

“Coco” movie 

3. Place of the research 

This research will be conducted at UIN Raden Intan 

Lampung 
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4. Time of the research  

The study was conducted in the Academic Year of 2021. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Definition of Pragmatics 

According to Huang, pragmatics is the study of language use 

in context. He also added that pragmatic is the systematic study 

of meaning by virtue of, or dependent on, the use of language.
17

 

That means, when we want to inform something with that 

language, we already build a conversation and communication 

by some vulnerable system unconsciously. 

Yule said that pragmatics is concerned with the study of 

meaning as communicated by a speaker or a writer and 

interpreted by a listener or reader also added this type of study 

necessarily involves the interpretation of what people mean in a 

particular context and how the context influences what is said.
18

 

In short, pragmatics is the study of contextual meaning as two 

phrases: meaning in use and meaning in context. Also, it simply 

explained that pragmatics as the way to understand how an 

utterance can be interpreted according to the situation happened. 

Pragmatics is the study of the human capacity for ostensive- 

inferential communication: that is, the ability to produce and 

comprehend acts of overt communication, in particular verbal 

utterances, but also certain non- verbal behaviors, including 

pointing, miming, and other ostensive bodily gestures.
19

 

Nonetheless, the most common definition from pragmatics were 

meaning in use or meaning in context those who equate 

pragmatics with speaker meaning and those who equate it with 

utterance interpretation. Meaning by levels of meaning, from 

                                                           
17 Yan Huang, Op. Cit, p. 02 
18 George Yule, Op. Cit, p. 04 
19 Ibid 
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abstract meaning to contextual meaning also called utterance 

meaning by assigning sense and or reference to word, phrase or 

sentence.
20

 Thus, good communication is guided in pragmatic 

that is called cooperative principles. 

B.  Cooperative Principles 

In order to communicate successfully, human beings are 

supposed to obey to a certain mode of interaction. For this 

reason, the linguist, Herbert Paul Grice, developed a mode of 

interaction for successful communication called the Cooperative 

Principle and its maxims based on ordinary language 

philosophy. Huang said that Grice suggested that there is an 

underlying principle that determines the way in which language 

is used maximally efficiently and effectively to achieve rational 

interaction in communication. Cooperative principle is make 

your conversational contribution such as is required, at the stage 

at which it occurs by the accepted purpose or direction of the 

talk exchange in which you are in engaged.
21

 Thus, he stated 

that the cooperative principle is the assumption that participants 

in a conversation normally attempt to be informative, truthful, 

relevant, and clear. It means that each participant is expected to 

give contributions in the conversations as required. That means 

the basic principle in pragmatic is cooperative principle. 

Therefore, by cooperative principle in used to people can be as a 

communicative exchange by principle to achieve rational 

comuunication accurately and completely.  

Levinson simulated that cooperative principle as the 

specification of “what participants have to do in order to 

converse in a maximally effiecient, rational, co-operative way: 

they should speak sincerely, relevantly, and clearly while 

                                                           
20 Jenny Thomas, Meaning in Interaction: An Introduction to Pragmatics, 

(USA: Routledge Pearson Education Limited, 1995), p. 02  
21 Yan Huang, Ibid, p. 48 
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providing sufficient information.”
22

 In an attempt to describe 

how the cooperative principle works, Grice formulated 

guidelines for the efficient and effective use of language in 

conversation. The guidelines are known as the maxim of 

conversation. It should be underlined that Grice introduces 

quantity, quality, relation, and manner as groups. 

Cooperative principle consist of four maxim, each of which 

cover one aspect of linguistic interaction and describe what is 

expected of a cooperative speaker with respect to that maxim. 

The maxim, with rough paraphrases of their content, are: 

1. The maxim of Quantity: Say enough, but do not say too 

much. 

2. The maxim of Quality: Say only what you have reason to 

believe is true. 

3. The maxim of Relation: Say only what is relevant. 

4. The maxim of Manner: Be brief, clear, and 

unambiguous. 
23

 

Furthermore, Grice makes a distinction between violating a 

maxim and openly flouting a maxim. If the speaker flouts a 

maxim, he has deliberately and openly failed to observe one or 

more maxims for a communicative purposes, which leads to 

implicatures in a conversation. Below is an example of flouting 

a maxim:  

For instance:  

Leila: “Whoa! Has your boss gone crazy?”  

Mary: “Let’s go get some coffee.”
24

 

                                                           
22 Stephen C. Levinson, Pragmatics, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1983), p. 102 
23 Betty J. Birner, Introduction to Pragmatics, (Blackwell, 2013) 



 

 
 

14 

According to Yule, Mary intentionally flouts the maxim of 

Relevance to make an implicature in her answer to Leila’s 

question. There are certain reasons that makes Mary reply to 

Leila’s question by unrelated answer and Leila has to make 

some inference from Mary (for example, the boss might be 

nearby) and she understands why Mary makes an apparently 

non-relevant remark. The implicature here is that Mary cannot 

answer the question in that context. On the other hand, Grice 

defines maxim violation as “is quiet and unostentatious”. If the 

speaker violates a maxim, he or she is liable to provide 

insufficient, ambiguous, or irrelevant information, which might 

negatively affect communication and do not lead to 

implicatures. Let us consider the following example for a better 

understanding about maxim violation. 

Violating the maxims happens when a person says 

something not for creating any effect in the other person, but for 

hiding something or deceiving someone.
25

 Meaning, in the case 

of flouting maxims what one person says needs to be understood 

by the other person. And the doer of that flout, presupposes an 

understanding on the part of the listener. For both violating and 

flouting of maxims, the four maxims of quantity, quality, 

manner, and relevance are exemplified and elaborated on. 

C. Definition of Maxim 

According to Grice, if we want to make an effective 

communication, it could be achieved when a speaker makes a 

contribution as required by the hearer.
26

 Basically, if the 

                                                                                                                             
24 Ibid 
25 Leyli Jorfi, Hamidreza Dowlatabadi, “Violating and Flouting of the Four 

Gricean Cooperative Maxim in Friends the American TV Series” (University of Arak, 

August, 2015) 
26 Melinda Kurniati, Sharifah Hanidar, “The Flouting of the Gricean Maxims 

in the Movies Insidious and Insidious 2” (Gadjah Mada University, April, 2018) 
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participants or speaker follow the four maxim of cooperative 

principal such as maxim of quality, maxim of quantity, maxim 

of relation and maxim of manner that would make conversation 

most powerful. However, maxims itself to accomplish a 

communicative basic principal of conversation and maxim are 

the rules to know whether the speaker can be cooperative or not 

while he contributes the information in conversation.  

1. Maxim of Quality 

Grice’s formulation of the maxim of quality is composed of 

following two submaxim: 

1. Do not say what you believe to be false. 

2. Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence. 

According to Birner, this maxim is sometimes paraphrased 

as “say what is true” or something along those lines, but Grice 

realized that of course one cannot always (or perhaps ever)  be 

certain of what is true: the best one can do is to say only what 

one believes to be true.
27

 Besides, the speaker expected to be 

sincere, to be saying something that they believe corresponds to 

reality.
28

 That means, the speaker is to being factual. It proposes 

a speaker to say what they believe to be true and not to say 

something less evidence. A lying or deceptive statement will 

disturb the communication and lead to a misunderstanding.  

As an example: 

Bobby: “I’ll ring you tomorrow afternoon then.” 

Angel: “Hmm, I shall be there as far as I know, and in the 

meantime have a word with Mom and Dad if they are free. 

Right. Bye-bye then sweetheart.”  

                                                           
27 Betty J. Birner, Op. Cit, p. 49 
28 Joan Cutting, Op. Cit, p. 35 
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Bobby: “Bye-bye, bye.”  

Bobby says “as far as I know”, meaning “I can not be totally 

sure if this is true”, so that if Angel rings up and finds that B is 

not there, Bobby is protected from accusations of lying by the 

fact that she did make it clear that she was uncertain. Most 

hearers assume that speakers are not lying, and most speakers 

know that. 

2. Maxim of Quantity  

Grice’s formulation of the maxim quantity has two parts: 

1. Make your own contribution as informative as is 

required for the current purposes of the exchange. 

2. Do not make your contribution more informative than is 

required.
29

 

Those has meaning that maxim of quantity advise speaker to 

be brief. One of the participant should to contribute as 

informative as a required and not to commit and give too much 

information than is required. In short, the speaker gives the right 

approach of information.  

For example: 

If someone at a party asked,  

“Who is that person with Bob?” a cooperative reply would 

be “That is his new girlfriend, Alison”. An uncooperative reply 

would be an over-brief one, such as “A girl‟, or an over-long 

one, such as “That is Alison Margareth Jones, born in Kingston, 

Surrey on 4 July 1980, daughter of Peter and Marry Jones. 

 

                                                           
29 Betty J. Birner, Op. Cit, p. 44 
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3. Maxim of Relation 

Maxim of relation which says that speakers are assumed to 

be saying something that is relevant to what has been said 

before. What is meant by this maxim is that the current 

utterance must have something to do with the context; it must be 

related to what has come before it in the discourse and/or what 

is going on in the situation.
30

 Meaning, this maxim be 

significant and be relevant with the topic discussed.  

For instance: 

A: “There is somebody at the door.” 

B: “I am in the bath.” 

B expects A to understand his present location is relevant to 

her comment that there is someone at the door, and that he 

cannot go and see who it is because he is in the bath. Some 

speakers like to indicate how their comments has relevance to 

the conversation. 

4. Maxim of Manner 

Grice defined under the category of manner which 

understand as related to various maxim, such as: 

1. Avoid obscurity of expression. 

2. Avoid ambiguity. 

3. Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity). 

4. Be orderly.
31

 

According to Cutting, maxim of manner is that we should be 

bried and orderly, and avoid obscurity and ambiguity. In this 

                                                           
30 Ibid 
31 Paul Grice, Studies in the Way of Words, (London: Harvard University 

Press, 1989), p. 27 
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exchange from a committee meeting, the speaker points to the 

fact that he is observing the maxim.
32

 The speaker is being brief 

or pointed in speaking which means, the speaker have to be 

inform something to tell without ambiguity and confusion.  

For instance: 

John: “What happened with you yesterday?” 

William: “My mom got sick. So I decided to take care of 

her.” 

On these conversation, William clearly said that to John 

about his mother about the condition briefly with some 

additional explanation so that John already give the speaker 

benefit and obeying the instruction of cooperative principle. As 

a result, they conversation become clear and smooth. 

D.  Concept and Definition of Flouting Maxim 

Taguchi and Roever said that when a speaker flouts a 

maxim, they violate it in such an obvious manner that a 

competent hearer can clearly see that some additional meaning 

is intended to be conveyed. They also explained more about 

flouting maxims which can be stated that flout a maxim means 

the speakers blatantly fail to fulfill the maxim.
33

 It means, when 

flouting a maxim, the speaker assumes that the hearer knows 

that their words should not be taken at face values and that they 

can infer the implicit meaning. It called flouting a maxim when 

a cooperative speaker can intentionally disobey a maxim as long 

as they or the context provides enough indicators for the hearer 

to notice it indirectly to convey information. 

                                                           
32 Ibid 
33 Ibid 
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Accordant with Cutting, there are four types of flouts in 

flouting maxim, in particular: 

1. Flouting Maxim of Quantity 

In flouting quantity, the speaker who flouts the maxim of 

quantity seems to give too little much information. Shortly, the 

speaker blatanly give more or less of information or also the 

speaker may give information not as it arranges. 

 

Here, another example from Cutting: 

A: “Well, how do I look?” 

B: “Your shoes are nice….”
34

 

B does not say that the sweatshirt and jeans do not look nice, 

but he knows that A will understand that implication, because A 

asks about his whole appearance and only gets told about part of 

it.  

 

2. Flouting Maxim of Quality 

The speaker flouting the maxim of quality may do it in 

several ways. They may quiet simply say something that 

obviously does not represent what they think. When flouting the 

maxim of quality, interluctors is likely to misleading hearers 

because of the context of use in the utterances. Cutting proposes 

several ways people may flout the maxim of quality by using 

hyperbole, metaphore, irony, banter, and sarcasm. 

Speaker may flout the maxim by exaggerating as in the 

hyperbole such as “I could eat a horse” or “I am starving” In 

which, “I am starving” is a well-established exaggerating 

expression and it is often used to produce humor. No speaker 

would expect their hearer say, “What you could eat a whole 

horse?”. Hearer would be expected to know that speaker simply 

meant that they were very hungry. 

Here’s a dialogue example: 

                                                           
34 Joan Cutting, Op. Cit, p. 37-38 
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Angel: “Would you like to join us for the picnic on Sunday?” 

James: “I am afraid I have got a class on Sunday.” 

From dialogue above, James does not seem to give a very 

definite answer and it also does not Angle thinks about. 

 

3. Flouting Maxim of Relation 

Flouting the maxim of relation occurs when the speaker 

deliberately gives a response that is irrelevant to topic that is 

being discussed. Along with the speaker flout this maxim 

because they make the conversation incomparable.  

As an illustration: 

A: “So what do you think of Mark?” 

B: “His roommate is a wonderful cook.” 

B does not say that she was not impressed with Mark, but by 

not mentioning him in the reply and apparently saying 

something irrelevant, so she implies it. It has meaning, that the 

utterance of the speaker is unrelated to the circumstances for 

some reason and make hearer seek for an interpretation of 

possible references.  

 

4. Flouting Maxim of Manner 

The speaker who flouts maxim of manner frequenly use 

ambiguous verbal expression. So as Cutting said, those who 

flouts the maxim of manner, could appear to be obscure. 

As an example about sort of exchange between husband and 

wife: 

A: “Where are you off to?” 

B: “I was thinking of going out to get some of that funny 

white stuff and somebody.” 
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A: OK, but don’t be long – dinner’s nearly ready.
35

 

B speaks in ambiguous way, saying “that funny white stuff” 

and “somebody”, because he is avoiding saying “ice cream” and 

“Michelle”, so that his little daughter does not become excited 

and ask for the ice cream before her meal. Sometimes writer 

play with words to heighten the ambiguity.  

 

E. Movie 

1. Definition of Movie  

Movie is multimedia narrative form based on physical 

record of sound and moving pictures. By movies, people get 

inspiration, ideas, knowledge, learn some new from movies 

and many other things. By watching the music audience can 

begin to feel enjoy, angry, happy, fear, sad, and many 

emotions.
36

 Necessarily, movie can also be said to be a work of 

art as a result of a camera portrait or an image as a medium or 

entertainment tool that contains elements of different themes, 

genres that we can hear and watch at the same time. 

According to Cambridge Dictionary, movie is a series of 

moving pictures, usually shown in a cinema or on television 

and often telling a story.
37

 In the other hand, movie can also be 

a way of learning something visually including find what are 

maxim flouted that has in movie itself because it develops 

conversation in dialogue so that we know the story tells about 

and also consist of music, sound, and picture so we can see and 

find the flouting maxim in that movie easily. 

                                                           
35 John Cutting, Op. Cit, p. 40-41 
36 Oksyria Yuniati, “Speech Style Analysis of Main Character “Merida” in 

Brave Movie Script” (Raden Intan State Islamic University, Lampung, 2020) 
37 Ibid 
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Movie tells a story and has existents (characters, objects, 

and locations) and events. Movie presents us with a story or 

narrative that is re-enacted through the interaction of 

characters.
38

 It can be argued that the cause and effect 

relationship in a movie is governed largely by the characters’ 

actions that cause events to change. Characters are said to be 

the agents of cause-effect relationships. Due to this, movie can 

be considered a narrative and thus we can argue it conforms to 

narrative theory. Since as stated by Blasco, Moreto at all about 

teaching with movies triggers that disclose emotions allows 

questions, expectations and dilemmas to arise both learner and 

teacher. Movies provide a narrative model grounded in the 

learners´ familiar world that is framed in emotions and 

images.
39

 At some point, it conclude that by watching movies 

also could be as an educational contribution to produce some 

teaching and learning process become as important as it should 

be and creating some a good communication and especially 

English lesson to students as well.  

2. Types of Movie 

According to Bordwell and Thompson, there are some of 

basic types of movie as distinct alternatives, such as: 

1. Documentary 

A documentary film purpots to present factual 

information about the world outside the film. 

Documentary films are typically contrasted with fiction 

films (more about them shortly). 

 

 

                                                           
38 David Bordwell,  Kristin Thompson, Film Art (An Introduction), (US: 

University of Wisconsin, 1997), p. 30  
39 Blasco, Moreto at all, “Education through Movies: Improving Teaching 

Skills and Fostering Reflection Among Students and Teachers” (University of 

California, 2015)  
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2. Fiction 

By contrast with documentary, a fictional film stated by 

Bordwell and Thompson is present imaginary beings, 

places, or events. Fictional film tied to actually in 

another way; they often comment on the real world 

through theme, subject, charactrerization and other 

means, a fictional film can directly or obliquely present 

ideas about the world outside the film. 

3. Animated film 

Animated film are distinguished from live-action ones by 

the unusual kinds of works that are done at the 

production stage. Instead of continuously filming an 

ongoing action in real time, animators create a series of 

images by shooting one frame at a time. Some 

independent animators have continued to draw on paper. 

For example, Robert Breer uses ordinary while index 

cards for his witty, quasi-abstract animated films.
40

  

 

3. Genre of Movie 

Filmmaker and viewers categorize films or movies by genre.
41

 

A genre is best thought of as a rough category intuitively shared 

by audience and filmmaker. According to Visch, there are four 

types of basic genre characteristic in movie, they are:  

1. Action genre 

2. Drama  

3. Comic, usually comic genre has subgenre of comedy and 

irony of the basic comic genre. 

4. Non-fiction genre, involves subgenres like filmic and 

television documentaries, news, and reality programs.
42

 

 

                                                           
40 David Bordwell, Kristina Thompson, Op. Cit, p. 40-44 
41 Ibid 
42 Valentijn Visch, Looking for Genre: The Effect of Film Figure Movement 

on Genre Recognition, (Delft: Delft University of Technology, 2007), p. 28 
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F. Coco Movie 

Coco is a 2017 American computed-animated fantasy 

movie produced by Pixar Animation Studios and released by 

Walt Disney Pictures. Based on an original idea by Lee 

Unkrich, it is directed by him and co-directed by Adrian 

Molina. The film was scripted by Molina and Matthew 

Aldrich from a story by Unkrich, Jason Katz, Aldrich, and 

Molina. Composer Michael Giacchino, who had worked on 

prior Pixar animated features, composed the score. Starring 

by Anthony Gonzales as Miguel, Gael Garcia Bernal as 

Hector, Benjamin Bratt as Ernesto de la Cruz, Alanna Ubach 

as Mama Imelda and others.  

Coco premiered on October 20, 2017, during the Morelia 

International Film Festival in Morelia, Mexico. Coco is the 

first film with a nine-figure budget to feature an all-Latino 

principal cast, with a cost of $175 million. Coco gotten 

widespread approval. The movie gotten an endorsement 

rating of 97% on Rotten Tomatoes, based on 178 audits with 

an normal rating of 8.2/10.  

Coco movie tells about 12 years-old of old boy who 

magically traverses between the Land of the Living and the 

Land of the Dead, which is not at all a gloomy place. In 

Santa Cecilia, Mexico, Miguel dreams of becoming a 

musician, despite his family’s prohibition. Miguel currently 

lives with elderly Coco and their family, including Miguel’s 

family and his woman, who are all shoemakers. On Day of 

the Dead, Miguel accidentally corrupts a photo frame 

containing a photo of Coco with her mother in the ofrenda 

family. Discovering that a hidden part of the photo shows his 

great–grandfather holding his famous guitar. Ernesto, 

concluding that Ernesto is his great-grandfather, Miguel is 
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inspired to leave to join a talent show for Day of the Dead 

despite his family’s objections.  
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