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ABSTRACK 

 

The objectives of this research were to analyze and describe the 

lexical and structural ambiguity that found in the soundtrack song 

lyric of Aladdin Movie 2019 and to analyze and describe the causes 

of ambiguity in the soundtrack song lyric of Aladdin Movie. There 

were five songs from the Aladdin movie soundtrack namely a whole 

new world, speechless, friend like me, prince Ali and one jump 

ahead.  

The research methodology in this research was Descriptive 

Qualitative. The instrument of this research was the researcher 

herself who interpreted the research qualitatively. In analyzing the 

data, the researcher used steps of research namely data reduction, 

data condensation, data display and conclusion drawing. The source 

of data was taken from the last version of Aladdin movie that 

published in 2019. 

From the result, it was obtained that there were five English songs 

form the soundtrack of Aladdin movie that consisted of 16 words of 

lexical ambiguity. The words that caused multiple meaning in this 

research were show, open, crystal, close, hold, shooting, wash, 

drowned, go, like, make, meet, show, ahead, broke, open.  

Meanwhile, the structural ambiguity sentences were; I can open your 

eyes, through an endless diamond sky, let me share this whole new 

world with you, here comes a wave meant to wash me away, to shut 

me or cut me down, here I go, heavy ammunition in your camp, let 

me take your order, make way for Prince Ali, you yummy boy, one 

jump ahead of the lawmen, and wish me happy landing. The causes 

of this ambiguity were the ascription of multiple meanings to single 
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words and the sound of words. Therefore, it can be concluded that 

the analysis of ambiguity is important because it enables people to 

know kind of words or sentence that might caused different meaning. 

 

Keywords: Lexical Ambiguity, Structural Ambiguity, Movie 

Soundtrack, Song Lyric 
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MOTTO 

 

“                                      
                

                              ” 

“Then when you taken a decision, put your trust in 

Allah, Allah loves those who put their trust in him.” 

(Ali Imran: 159)
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Departemen Agama RI. Al-Quran Tajwid Dan Terjemahannya. PT Syamil 

Cipta Media. 2006 P.71 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Ambiguity is a word or sentence is ambiguous when it has more 

than one sense.
1
 It means to deliver a word or sentence it can be 

expressed more than one way, then in the interpretation a meaning 

can be understand into two or more meaning. The case of 

ambiguity relates to meaning an interpretation. Meaning and 

interpretation have to do with communication on the main things 

that we must consider before we say an write because different 

interpretation of two or more listeners or readers can cause 

misunderstanding an eventually cause problem. 

Ambiguity is kind of linguistics phenomenon which deserve a 

careful observation.
2
 From the statement ambiguity needs to 

though deeply, to be exposed an eliminated. Ambiguity brings 

specific communication effect. The sentence may be structural in a 

case of word order but it may lead the readers to have more than 

one interpretation. Some of the cases usually happen between the 

sender and receiver is the ambiguity meaning in the word or 

sentence. This case can caused miscommunication between the 

sender and the receiver. This can occur both in spoken and written 

utterances. The interpretation of more than one can lead to doubt 

and confusion in making decisions about the meaning of that 

                                                             
1Hurford and Heasley in UnprisYastanti, “Ambiguity In Soundtrack Song 

Lyric of Moana Movie,‟‟ Wanastra 10, no. 2, (2018): 3, 

http://ejournal.bsi.ac.id/ejournal/index.php/wanastra. 
2Ullman inWeningBayuIrawan, “An Analysis of Ambiguity in the Articles of 

The Jakarta Post,” (2009),p. 104. 

http://ejournal.bsi.ac.id/ejournal/index.php/wanastra
http://ejournal.bsi.ac.id/ejournal/index.php/wanastra
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intended, so the reader must be observant in capturing the meaning 

intended by the writer. This double meaningful sentence or 

ambiguity is very interesting to studied. The researcher feels that 

the meaning of ambiguity is that many people misinterpret both 

verbally and in writing. 

 It is important to know about ambiguity, besides it aims to 

avoid misunderstanding in making meaning it also because relates 

to education. The study of meaning language in education called 

linguistic and one of part from micro linguistic to study the 

meaning language, especially in text language such as phrase, 

sentence, and the meaning from some words is called semantic.
3
 By 

studying semantic, people can understand the meaning of message 

from the sender to the receiver. Ambiguity usually could be find in 

some poetry, advertisements, song lyrics, and another texts. If 

people do not understand the study of meaning or semantic, they 

probably could miscomprehension in getting the meaning of the 

sentences. 

 This research focuses on analysis ambiguity meaning in song 

lyrics. Song lyric gives the audience deep understanding about the 

message contained in the song, in other words, lyrics clarify the 

message contained in the song.
4
 Therefore from the statement can 

be concluded that song lyric is one of creation from the song writer 

which has a deep meaning to be delivered for the listener. 

Sometimes in song lyric has a difficult meaning to understand, 

because it has an ambiguity meaning in its structure word or 

                                                             
3 Meyer, Introducing English Linguistics, (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2009), p.1. 
4 Edwan Ali, “Textual Meaning in Song Lyrics,” Passage 1, no.1, (2013), 

p.100. 
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sentence. In soundtrack songs lyric of Aladdin movie, people can 

find some ambiguity meaning which want to deliver to the 

audience. Thus to make the meaning of song lyric is clear, the 

writer interest to analyze the ambiguity of song lyric. Through this 

paper the writer‟s purpose to analysis this songs to know about 

what is the meaning of the uses of ambiguity in every lines. 

Therefore researcher invite listeners not only to listening but also 

to understanding the meaning, so it will make listeners can feel it. 

 Furthermore, there are also examples of ambiguity according 

to experts who state that the phenomenon of semantic ambiguity is 

multiplicity of senses versus uniquenses of sense. For example the 

fact that the words „button‟, „ball‟, „foot‟, have more than one 

sense.
5
 For example I have found the button. This sentence, button 

means as small round piece of metal or plastic that is sewn onto a 

piece of cloting and small knob. It means that ambiguity as 

ordinarily understood, is a case where there is a problem telling one 

thing from an other, and accordingly, a semantic ambiguity is a 

case where there are the two senses required to pose this problem. 

Wherefore, given that readings represent sense of constituents and 

that the number of sense of reasings assigned to a constituent 

should correctly reflect its degree ambiguity. 

Ambiguity is common problem which both native speakers 

and second language learners may face in learning English.
6
 The 

importance of studying ambiguity is that to decrease any judgments 

                                                             
5 Katz in Selvyane “An Analysis of Ambiguity in English Text Translation 

Into Bahasa Indonesia Made by Commercial Translators”, Online Accessed 

https://uhn.ac.id/files/akademik_files/ 
6 Cruse in NuzululRohmaniah “Syntactic Ambiguity on Students‟ Writing 

in State Senior High School 9 Malang”, (2017), p.2. 



4 
 

which happen in language field in which some people who study 

language make judgment among them that their friend 

interpretations are wrong. By having broad knowledge about 

ambiguity, English learners or students will be able to improve their 

understanding on grammar. 

In the previous study, the researcher explains some previous 

studies related to the analysis of ambiguity. For each study, they 

have differences about the subject and the object of research. First 

from Wening Bayu Irawan with the title “An Analysis of 

Ambiguity in the Articles of The Jakarta Post”. He uses descriptive 

qualitative method to describe and analyze the select of ambiguity 

which are take from the script and classifies the sentence. In his 

research, the result is the ambiguous words, phrases and sentence 

are interpreted in to ways rather than in three interpretations. 

Having more than one interpretation makes the readers confused 

about the exact meaning conveyed by the writer. In addition to read 

the whole newspaper, they should understand the context of the 

situation and the topic of the newspaper.
7
 Based on previous 

research by Yastanti with the title “Ambiguity in Soundtrack Songs 

Lyric of Moana Movie” that the result is the ambiguities in 

soundtrack song lyrics Moana Movie make audiences more interest 

to this movie, make more variation style in language. The result of 

this indicated that there are 26 ambiguity, 8 structural ambiguity 

and 18 lexical ambiguity in “We Know the Way” lyric and in “I‟m 

Moana” lyrics there are 45 ambiguity, consist of 10 structural 

ambiguity and 35 lexical ambiguity.
8
 The ambiguity in soundtrack 

                                                             
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
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song lyric‟s has function to interest the audience, more variation 

style in language, and has good combination with the audio. 

The third previous research from Betty Permana Sani with the 

title “Analysis of Students‟ Difficulties in Ambiguous Meaning on 

Recount Text at The Fifth Semester of State Institute for Islamic 

Studies of Metro in a Academic Year 2016/2017”. In this study, she 

found the result such as the students very difficult in understanding 

ambiguity meaning on recount text especially lexical ambiguity and 

the students difficult to understanding ambiguity meaning.
9
 

By the previous research above, the researcher concluded that 

there similar about the scope the research. But, the differences of it 

is about the object of the research. The researcher focus on analysis 

ambiguity, especially in lexical ambiguity. It is arises when a single 

word has more than one meaning. This kind of ambiguity may arise 

in the written form, including in song lyric because lyrics are 

available in written form. 

The researcher interested to analysis lexical ambiguity in song 

lyric because the structure of language between native and non-

native speaker might be different, it causes some words unfamiliar 

to hear by non-native speakers. Song lyric of Aladdin movie is 

written by native speaker, so that there must be some words that 

unfamiliar for non-native speakers that can caused 

misunderstanding. People must understand the meaning of 

language widely, so that they would not only focus on lexical 

meaning but should be on contextual meaning too. 

                                                             
9 Betty PermanaSani,“Analysis of Students‟ Difficulties in Ambiguous 

Meaning on Recount Text at The Fifth Semester of State Institute for Islamic 

Studies of Metro in a Academic Year 2016/2017”, 2017),p. 69. 
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In education field, the study of words meaning is very important 

and has relation to many skills such as reading (comprehension) 

and writing (translation). Semantic or the study of meaning leads 

the learners to avoid ambiguity when they found the unfamiliar 

words or the word that have more than one meaning. In making 

good meaning, the learners must understand the meaning 

contextually because different context arise different meaning. 

Song lyric from worldwide movie can be an enjoyable and 

appropriate subject for learners to learn words meaning. 

The students are also learn the ambiguity in the process of 

learning such as to comprehend the reading text, to understand the 

meaning of lyric meaning, to get the meaning from some sources, 

etc. The soundtrack of song is also available in the teaching and 

learning process and it also available on the syllabus that is to learn 

the song lyric meaning. That was why the soundtrack movie is also 

uses in English language teaching. In this case, the soundtrack 

movie is Aladdin. The soundtracks was a whole new world, friend 

like me, speechless, prince ali and one jump ahead. These  song can 

be used in English language teaching because the Aladdin movie is 

familiar for everyone, then the songs must know by the students. By 

using the lyric of this songs, the teacher can teach the students about 

comprehension; reading comprehension, listening comprehension. 

And also can teach pronunciation, because the best way to learn 

pronunciation is by song, so that the sound of words can be good as 

native speakers. If the students are taught about the ambiguity, they 

can learn the meaning contextually and avoid meaning ambiguity. 

Therefore, this research entitled “An Analysis Ambiguity in 

Soundtrack Songs Lyric of Aladdin Movie”. It made the researcher 
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interest in this research, because about ambiguity song lyric of 

Aladdin movie that the researcher can find some ambiguity 

meaning which want to deliver to the audience. Thus to make the 

meaning of song lyric is clear, the researcher interested to analyze 

the ambiguity of song lyric. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

 Based on the background above, the researcher identified the 

problem as follows: 

1. The students often face difficulty to fix the meaning of 

ambiguity sentence. 

2. The students seldom to make misinterpretation of the meaning. 

3. The students had difficulties to comprehend the text 

contextually. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

According to the title of this study, "an analysis of ambiguity in 

Aladdin movie soundtrack" then the data in this study was limited 

to some movie soundtrack songs Aladdin and studied with semantic 

study. To prevent the spread of the problem, in this proposal the 

writer limited the problem by analyzing the lexical ambiguity of the 

soundtrack song lyric of the Aladdin movie and the causes of the 

lexical ambiguity. 

 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

 Based on the condition above, the researcher identified the 

problems which were in the researcher used formula, such as: 

1. What are the lexical ambiguity that found in the song lyric 
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of Aladdin movie soundtrack? 

2. What are the structural ambiguity that found in the song 

lyric of Aladdin movie soundtrack? 

3. What are the causes of  ambiguity in the soundtrack song 

lyric of Aladdin movie? 

 

E. Objectives of the Research 

 Based on the condition above, the researcher identified the 

problems which were in the research uses formula, such as: 

1. To analyze and describe what are the lexical ambiguity 

that found in the soundtrack song lyric of Aladdin Movie. 

2. To analyze and describe what are the structural ambiguity 

that found in the soundtrack song lyric of Aladdin Movie. 

3. To analyze and describe the causes of ambiguity in the 

soundtrack song lyric of Aladdin Movi 

F. Significance of the Research 

This study has two benefits, namely a theoretical and 

practical benefits: 

1. Theoretically, this research is useful for the development 

of linguistics, the study of the ambiguities in the semantic 

level 

2. Practically, this research is useful for English education 

students who will study ambiguity in English itself. Not 

only that, this research will also be useful for other 

authors who will analyze the ambiguity of lexical types, 

and later can also use this research as material their 

references. For the reader also gets new insight into the 

kind of ambiguity of the language and its use in everyday 
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life. 

 

G. Scope of the Research 

1. Subject of the Research 

The subject of the research was the analysis in soundtrack 

songs lyric of  Aladdin Movie. 

2. Object of the Research 

The object of the research was the analysis songs lyric of 

Aladdin Movie. 

3. Place of the Research 

The research was conducted at UIN Raden Intan 

Lampung. 

4. Time of the Research 

The research was conducted in the academic year of 

2021/2022. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the data analysis and research findings, the 

researcher had conclusion as follows: 

1. There were 16 lexical ambiguities found in the song 

lyrics of Aladdin movie soundtrack namely show, open, 

crystal, close, hold, shooting, wash, drowned, go, like, 

make, meet, show, ahead, broke, open. 

2. There were 12 structural ambiguities found in the song 

lyric of Aladdin movie namely I can open your eyes, 

through an endless diamond sky, let me share this whole 

new world with you, here comes a wave meant to wash 

me away, to shut me or cut me down, here I go, heavy 

ammunition in your camp, let me take your order, make 

way for Prince Ali, you yummy boy, one jump ahead of 

the lawmen, and wish me happy landing. 

3. The cause of ambiguity in the soundtrack song lyric of 

Aladdin movie was the ascription of multiple meanings 

to single words and the sound of words. 
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B. Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion of research, the researcher would 

like to give some suggestions as follows: 

1. For the Readers 

It is good for the readers to explore knowledge about 

lexical meaning that might found in the song lyric. They 

can also read book, novel, short story, etc in order to learn 

lexical ambiguity. 

2. For the Students 

The students should practice their knowledge by reading 

or listening to song, because song is a good and enjoyable 

media to be used for learning. The students should know 

how to interpret meaning contextually because one word 

could have two or more possible meanings. 

3. For the English Teacher 

Since the students often face difficulty to fix the meaning 

of ambiguity sentence, seldom to make misinterpretation 

of the meaning and had difficulties to comprehend the text 

contextually, the teacher must be aware to the students‟ 

interpretation to the word and sentence. The teacher 

should tell the students that the meaning of word or 

sentence might not be the same as written in dictionary. 

4. For Further Research 

The further research can be used the findings of this research 

as reference. 
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