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ABSTRACT 

As one of language components, speaking plays important role 

in order to know someone’s ability in a language and widely, included 

in English language. This research was proposed because most of 

language learners are still hard to use English in asking and giving 

information about someone or daily activities. Then, the purpose of 

this research was to know whether WH-Question has correlation with 

students’ ability in descriptive and speaking ability at seventh grade in 

SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung. 

There were 27 students chosen as the sample by using cluster 

random sampling. This research used correlational research. The data 

consisted of written and spoken test. To collect data of student wh-

question understanding the researcher gave the students multiple 

choice test consisted of 27 questions, meanwhile, in obtain speaking 

ability of students, the researcher asked the students to do monologue. 

The researcher used Pearson Product Moment correlationthrough 

SPSS 17.0 to analyze the data.  

The result of this research showed thatsig r obtained 0.01 which 

was less than alpha value (0.05). it means that alternative hypothesis 

(Ha) was accepted and null hypothesis (H0) was rejected. For 

addition, the value rxy was 0.575 which was higher than the value of 

rtable 0.381. In conclusion, there is a significant correlation between 

students’ mastery wh question and their speaking ability in SMP 

Assafina Bandar Lampung. 

Keywords: Correlation, Speaking ability,Wh question 
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MOTTO 

 

              

(It will be said to him): “Read your book. You yourself are sufficient 

as a reckoner against you this Day.” 

(QS. Al Isra : 14)
1
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vii 

 

DEDICATION 

From the deepest place in my heart, this undergraduate thesis 

is dedicated to everyone who cares and loves me. I would like to 

dedicate this thesis specially to : 

1. My beloved parents, Mr. Firdaus (Alm) and Mrs. Ermawati who 

have never got tired of supporting me in any way of doing this 

thesis, 

2. My beloved sister and brother, Sabtina Jayanthi and Hirlan 

Febriansyah who always asked when exactly I would have 

graduated and finished my study. 

3. My beloved all lecturers in  English Language Education Study 

Program who taught me many things in academic field, and 

4. My beloved Almamater UIN Raden Intan Lampung. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

The name of the researcher is Radiah Massytoh.  She was 

born in Bandar Lampung on March 19
th

 1997. She is the third 

daughter of Mr.Firdaus and Mrs.Ermawati. She has older sister and 

brother  namely Sabtina Jayanthi and Hirlan Febriansyah. 

In her academic background, she started her formal study at 

the age of five in kinder garden of TK Aisiyah 1 Labuhan Ratu. She 

continued to study in Elementary School 2 Labuhan Ratu and 

graduated  in 2009. She continued to Junior High School 

Muhammadiyah 3 and graduated in 2013. On the same year she was 

accepted in  Senior High School 13 Bandar Lampung  and graduated 

in 2015. Stepping to higher education, she was accepted to one of state 

university in Metro namely IAIN Jurai Siwo Metro but in 2016 I am 

move in State Islamic University Raden Intan Lampung for studying 

in English Department of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ix 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Thanks to Allah, the Almighty, the most Merciful, the most 

Beneficent, and the most Exalted for blessings and mercy to the 

researcher during her study and accomplishment of this undergraduate 

thesis. May peace and salutation also be upon our prophetMuhammad 

SAW who has brought and guided us from the darkness to 

thelightness. This thesis entitled “The Correlation between Students’ 

Mastery in Using Wh-Question and Their Speaking Ability at the 

Seventh Grade of SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in the academic 

year of 2020/2021” is handed in as compulsory requirements for S-1 

Degree of English Department Study Program at Tarbiyah and 

Teacher Training Faculty, Raden Intan State Islamic 

UniversityLampung. 

The researcher is fully aware that she cannot complete this 

final projectwithout the assistance of others. The researcher has been 

thankful to a lot ofpeople who has helped, supported and prayed this 

final project in which the researcher cannot mention all of them. She 

wishes to give the sincerest gratitude and appreciation to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Hj. Nirva Diana, M.Pd, the Dean of Tarbiyah and 

Teacher Training Faculty of Raden Intan State Islamic University 

Lampung. 

2. Meisuri, M.Pd. as the Chairperson of English Education Study 

Program, UIN Raden Intan Lampung and as the Advisor who has 

given her support and guidance to the reseacher during the study 

until the accomplishment of this thesis. 

3. Sri Suci Suryawati, M.Pd  as the co-advisor who has patiently 

guided and helped a lot until the completion of this thesis. 

4. All lecturers of English Education of Tarbiyah and Teacher 

TrainingFaculty who have taught the researcher a lot of valuable 

lessons.  

5. A.Suhaimi, S.Pd, the headmaster of SMP Assafina Bandar 

Lampung who has given a chance to the research to carry out the 

research. 

6. Suciyanto, S,Pd the English teacher of SMP Assafina Bandar 

Lampung who helped the researcher in collecting data. 

7. Beloved brother sister in law, my nephew and my cousin. 

8. Beloved best friends and beloved someone  until Jannah, Dina 

Marefa SH, S.Pd., Muji Sriasih, S.Pd, Mia Chairunnisa, S.Pd, 

Desfani Williansyah, S.Kom always cheer her up, giving support 

until completion this thesis and thanks for your kindness. 



x 

 

9. Any other person as always ask when you graduated who cannot 

be mentioned one by one for their question to the researcher 

during finishing her thesis. 

Finally nothing is perfect neither this thesis. Any correction, 

comments, and criticism for the goodness of this undergraduate thesis 

are always open-heartedly welcome. 

 

 

 

Bandar Lampung, 2 Juni 2021 

The Researcher, 

 

 

 

Radiah Massytoh 

NPM. 1511040370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

COVER ............................................................................................... i 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................... ii 

DECLARATION .............................................................................. iii 

APPROVAL ..................................................................................... iv 

ADMISSION...................................................................................... v 

MOTTO ............................................................................................ vi 

DEDICATION ................................................................................. vii 

CURRICULUM VITAE ................................................................ viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................... ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................. xi 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem .................................. 1 

B. Identification of the Problem ................................ 6 

C. Limitation of the Problem ..................................... 7 

D. Formulation of the Problem .................................. 7 

E. Objective of the Research ..................................... 7 

F. Significance of the Research ................................. 7 

G. Scope of the Research ........................................... 8 

CHAPTER II : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Speaking ............................................................... 9 

1. Concept of Speaking ........................................ 9 

2. Concept of Student’ Speaking Ability ........... 10 

3. Concept of Teaching Speaking ...................... 12 

B. Concept of Wh-Question .................................... 13 

1. Concept of type of Wh-Question ................... 13 

2. Concept of Question Mastery ........................ 16 

C. Concept of Descriptive ....................................... 17 

1. Definition of Descriptive Text ....................... 17 

2. The Generic Structure of Descriptive Text .... 18 

3. The Language Feature of Descriptive Text .... 18 

D. The Correlation between Students’ Wh-

Question Mastery and Their Speaking 

Ability ................................................................. 19 

E. Frame of Thinking .............................................. 20 

F. Hypothesis .......................................................... 21 

CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design ................................................. 23 

B. Variable of the Research ..................................... 23 



xii 

 

C. Operational Definition of Variable ..................... 24 

D. Population, Sample and Sampling Technique ..... 24 

1. Population ...................................................... 24 

2. Sample ........................................................... 25 

3. Sampling Technique ...................................... 26 

E. Data Collecting Technique.................................. 26 

F. Instrument of the Research ................................. 27 

G. Research Procedure ............................................. 30 

H. Scoring Procedure ............................................... 31 

I. Validity ............................................................... 36 

J. Data Analysis ...................................................... 39 

K. Hypothetical Test ................................................ 39 

CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A. Data Analysis  ..................................................... 41 

B. Result of Test ...................................................... 41 

C. Result of Data Analysis ...................................... 44 

1. Fulfilment of Assessment .............................. 44 

a. Result of Normality test ............................ 44 

b. Result of Linearity test .............................. 45 

D. Discussion ........................................................... 52 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION 

A. Conclusion .......................................................... 49 

B. Suggestion .......................................................... 49 

REFERENCES 

APPENDICES 

 



xiii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

      

Table 1 Students’ Score of Speaking of the Seven Grade at 

SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in the academic Year 

2019/2020 ............................................................................ 4 

Table 2 Students’ Score of Grammar at the Seven Grade SMP 

Assafina Bandar Lampung in the academic Year of 

2019/2020 ............................................................................ 5 

Table 3 The Population of Seventh Grade of SMP Assafina 

Bandar Lampung in the Academic Year of 2019/2020 ...... 25 

Table 4 The Rating Sheet Score of Students’ Wh-Question 

Mastery .............................................................................. 27 

Table 5 The Rating Sheet Score of Students’ Speaking Ability ...... 29  

Table 6 Criteria of Reliability ......................................................... 31 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiv 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

       

Appendix  1 Interview Guideline for the Teacher 

Appendix  2 The Result Interview of the Teacher 

Appendix  3 Interview Guideline for the Students 

Appendix  4  The Result interview for the Students 

Appendix 5 Silabus K-13 revised 2017 

Appendix  6 Lesson Planing 

Appendix 7 Instrument Speaking Test after validation 

Appendix 8 Quesioner for observation 

 

 

 



1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Human being needs communication to deal with one 

and another in their lives. There aremany languages, it must 

be very difficult for human to communicate each other. The 

people express their ideas and share their feeling in order to 

get information from others. Therefore, they need language to 

express their idea. English is one of the languages which is 

widely used in the world. It is important to be mastered by 

using of the current international communication is delivered 

through English. 

As foreign language in Indonesia, English is learned 

seriously by many people to have a good prospect in the 

community of international world. Recently, English becomes 

important and its play a key role in our educational system 

and national system.
1
 Since it is important, English is taught 

widely at formal school starting form junior high school up to 

university; even at informal school for example courses. There 

are four skills inEnglish,those are listening, speaking, reading 

and writing.  

Speaking is the important part in learning English. 

This is supported by Thornbury who states that speaking is so 

much a part of daily life that we take it for granted.
2
 

Moreover in Al baqarah : 83 

     

And the meaning is “and speak to people good words.”
3
 

 

                                                             
1 M.F. Fatel&Preeven M. Jain, English Language Teaching, (Jaipur: Sunrise 

Publisher Distributors, 2008), p.2 
2Scott Thornbury, How to Teach English Speaking, London: Longman, 2005. 
3https://umma.id/article/share/id/1002/632490 

https://umma.id/article/share/id/1002/632490
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The average person produces tens of thousands of 

words a day, although some people like auctioneers or 

politicians may produce even more than that. So natural and 

integral is speaking that we forget how we once struggled to 

achieve this ability until, that is, we have to learn how to do it 

all over again in a foreign language. It means that the 

speaking ability can be improved if the students are not afraid 

of practice speaking English in their daily life.  

Speaking is a complex skill among the other skills in 

English. No doubt that many students get difficulties in 

learning speaking, moreover to practice it. Every student has 

different perception. Many students judge speaking is difficult 

material that they learned. There are many cases of this, such 

as lack in vocabulary as not knowing what to say the word in 

English. The student also said that they cannot think of 

anything to said beside they did not feel confidence and feel 

shy. Students are also lack of speaking English in the class, 

they prefer to speak with mother tongue they feel it easier. 

In learning process in the class, the students have 

been given many opportunities to speak English such as 

presentation, discussion, question and answer. However, 

many of them likely to keep silent rather than speak to deliver 

their ideas. Therefore, learning to speak English must be 

designed as efficient as possible in order to make the students 

explore their ability in speaking English. The teacher should 

provide opportunities to the students to speak English 

confidently.  

Speaking ability is very important that we have to 

learn. Speaking ability is the main goal of many adult 

learners. Their personalities play a large role in determining 

how quickly and how correctly they will accomplish this goal. 

Those are risk-takers unafraid of making mistake will 

generally be more talk active, but with many errors that could 

become hard to break habits. Students may take a long time to 

speak confidently their English often contain fewer errors and 

they will be proud of their speaking ability. 



 3 

Moreover, in order to make students are able to 

communicate using foreign language properly, students need 

to be trained more using that language for communication. 

However, success in achieving the goal of language learning 

determined by several factors they are: the teachers, students, 

media, models, methods, techniques, learning atmosphere, and 

learning technologies. Each of these elements that need more 

attention is the teacher‟s ability to adopt the model, method, 

technique and innovative strategy to be applied in their class 

according to the students‟ need and interest.  

To make the students have strong interest in teaching 

and learning process especially in learning speaking, the 

teacher should take the best approach, method, and strategies. 

The teacher can use good method in teaching of English 

languages; method is used to help the students for speaking to 

make interaction between the teacher and students.  

Additionally, some kinds of texts can be created in 

speaking, such as descriptive text, recount text, procedure 

text, and many others. From those kind of theme descriptive is 

the most simply for to know and to easy for speak. Many 

definitions about descriptive text can be found in separated 

books. One of them is being defined by Mukarto that 

descriptive text is a kind of text to describe something, 

someone, or place. Descriptive text has two main parts, they 

are identification and description. The structure of text is 

called the generic structure. Descriptive text is like describing 

white house, animals, and fruit.
4
 It can be concluded that 

descriptive text is a text to describe something, someone or 

place and descriptive text has a two main parts such as 

identification and description that‟s called generic structure. 

Nonetheless, describing particular idea to use question 

is very useful in teaching speaking. The student may use 

various question words related to the details or information 

that they think important in this case, the students need some 

                                                             
4Mukarto, Sujatmiko, Josephine S.M, WidyaKiswan, EOS English on Sky 

SMP Book VII,Jakarta;Erlangga, 2017, p. 140 



 4 

directions about the type of the details signaled by specific 

questions. For example a “what” question asked for the thing 

or event, a “where” question ask for place, a “when” question 

ask for time, a “why” question ask for the reasons for 

something, “Who” question ask for people, and a “How” 

question ask for the way something accomplished. By 

knowing these questions words, the student will easily 

determine or make a question related to the details or 

information required. 

Furthermore, the researcher conducted a preliminary 

research at  SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung. The data were 

obtained by conducting interview with Mr Suciyanto the 

English teacher on SMP Assafina. The researcher found that 

the students have problems in speaking and grammar. The 

teacher said that there is problem faced by students when they 

want to have a discussion. They seem to be confused, scared, 

or nervous to speak because their grammar and vocabulary is 

low and they did not remember it for a long time. 

Furthermore,they prefer to speak in Arabic.  

Based on the interview with an English teacher Mr 

Suciyano of the seventh grade about the students‟ capability in 

mastering English, especially in speaking ability, he said that 

only a few students got score above the criteria of minimum 

mastery (KKM), while many students got score under the 

KKM. The criterion of minimum mastery (KKM) of this 

school is 68. The researcher assumed that the students‟ ability 

in speaking is still low. It can be seen on the table below. 

Table 1 

Students’ Speaking Score of SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung 

2019/2020 

No Class The Number of Students Total 

≥ 68 <68 

1 VII A 15 22 37 

2 VII B 12 23 35 

3 VII C 12 11 23 

 Total 39 56 95 

 Percentage 41% 59% 100% 
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 Source: Documentation from English teacher of SMP 

Assafina Bandar Lampung in academic year 2019/2020 

 

   On the same day that was on November 28, 2019 the 

researcher also asked the teacher about his students‟ grammar 

mastery in significant Wh-Question, it can be seen that they 

had difficulties in mastering Wh-Question so that their 

speaking ability were poor too. Below is the result of students‟ 

Wh-Question test.  

Table 2 

Students’ Grammar Score of SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung 

2019/2020 

No Class The Number of Students Total 

≥ 68 <68 

1 VII A 18 19 37 

2 VII B 16 19 35 

3 VII C 10 13 23 

 Total 44 51 95 

 Percentage 46% 54% 100% 

 Source: Documentation from English teacher of SMP 

Assafina Bandar Lampung in academic year 2019/2020 

 

After learning English, the students‟ stilluse their 

other languages such as mother tongue in their daily, So that 

English is not used as a habit. They only use their language 

every day. However, the students are still has obligation to 

master English beside of their language.The student who are 

taught with a strategy are more highly motivated than those 

who are not and can be lead to a more effective learning. It 

means, that the teacher should teach the students creatively to 

make the student enjoy and they will not be bored, so they can 

increase their achievement in learning English. Therefore, 

practical mastery of foreign language becomes the main 

purpose of teaching this subject at school. Conversation 

ability is one of the components of a language if students can 
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communicate with other use a target language English, the 

student will be easier tobuild up the communication. 

In fact, most of the students have low achievement in 

English. It means that they have not complete yet in learning 

English. They thought that learning English is difficult. On 

the other hand, most of the students feel hard in conversation 

by using target language. Generally, many students get 

incredibly nervous at the first times they have to do a speech 

in front of their classmates but with practice the nerves 

subside and they usually begin to enjoy the whole process.
5
 

The students thought trouble in speaking in public or 

classroom such for giving expression to idea, less in the 

vocabulary, is afraid with grammar, and wrong pronunciation. 

There are some factors that can make them feel difficult to 

learn. Consequently,  by some factors like difficulties for 

remembering about English words, students do not have 

enough time to practice English and not confident to speak 

English because it is the foreign language and they feel shy 

and unconfident to speak different language.  

   Based on the background above, the researcher 

assumed that wh-question has an important part in speaking. 

Thus, the researcher is interested in conducting the research 

entitled “The correlation between students‟Wh-Question 

mastery and their speaking ability at the Seventh  grade 

student of SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in the academic 

year of 2020/2021”. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the researcher identified the 

problems as follow: 

1. The students have low motivation to study; 

2. The students have not understood about Wh-

Question; 

                                                             
5https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/public-speaking-skills 

 

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/public-speaking-skills
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3. The students have lack vocabulary; 

4. The students have difficulties in understanding Wh-

Question; 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the problem identified, this researchfocused 

on the correlation between students‟Wh-Question mastery and 

their speaking ability at the Second grade student of SMP 

Assafina Bandar Lampung. 

 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on background the problem identified, the 

researcher formulated the problem as follows: “is there any 

correlation between students‟ Wh-Question mastery and their 

speaking ability in descriptive at the second semester of 

seventh grade in SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year of 2020/2021?” 

 

E. Objectives of the Research 

The objective of the research was to know whether 

WH-Questions has correlation with the students‟ability in 

descriptive and speaking skillat the second semester of 

seventh grade in SMP  Assafina Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year of 2020/2021. 

 

F. Uses of the Research 

1. Theoritically 

As information for theory development about 

correlation between Wh-question mastery and speaking 

ability, and as the references for the next researcher. 

2. Practically 

For student as the information to motivated the 

student in understanding Wh-question and for teacher as 

the information to the teacher in emphasizing the 
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importance in teaching learning Wh-question. Since the 

wh-question mastery is important to help the teacher in 

increasing the students‟ speaking ability. 

 

G. Scope of the Research 

Scope of this research were as follows: 

1. The subject of research was the students of the second 

semester of seventh grade of SMP Assafina Bandar 

Lampung.  

2. The object of research was the correlation between 

students‟ WH-Questions mastery and students‟ 

speaking ability at the second semester of seventh 

grade in SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year of 2020/2021. 

3. The research was conducted at SMP Assafina Bandar 

Lampung in second semester of seventh grade in the 

academic year of 2020/2021.  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Speaking 

1. Concept of Speaking 

Speaking is a speech production that becomes a part 

of our daily activities.
6
 While Cameron say that “speaking is 

the active use of language to express meanings so that other 

people can make sense of them”.
7
 From that statement, 

speaking is the speech production so express meanings. Good 

speaking is come from the speaker and the listener. Both of 

them need another to create a conversation, the conversation 

usually called by communication. In our live, we need to 

speak up, we need to extend our aims, what we want, what we 

need, etc. speaking need language, all of the human in this 

world need language to communicate with the other to make a 

sense with the other. By using language all of our purposes in 

communicative will be delivered maximally. 

Speaking involves two essential skills: oral interaction 

(dialogue) and oral speaking skills, hence is enormous for the 

learners of any language. Without speech, a language is 

reducing to a mere script. The use of language is an activity 

which takes place within the confines of our community. We 

use language in a variety of situations. People at their work 

places. Researchers working either in a medical laboratory or 

in a language laboratory are supposed to speak correctly and 

effectively in order to communicate well with one another. 

Any gab in communication result in misunderstandings and 

problems presentation. In dialogue we usually called it as a 

communication. In communication as the speaker need a 

partner of listener. The aim in speaking is to deliver our 

                                                             
6 Scott, Thornburry. How to Teach Speaking. (Longman, Kanisius. Kesainc 

Blanc, 1994), p.8 
7 Lynne, Cameron. Teaching Languages to Young Learners. (Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press, 2001), p. 40 
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meaning correctly. By using language in speaking the 

communication will be created instantly.  

 Having a good English speaking is very essential 

especially for the students because it becomes the bridge for 

them to know the world. Next, improving the English 

speaking competence is very important for the Indonesian 

students where we know Speaking is extremely need to gives 

the big contribution to students to perform their 

communication skill better. Speaking in foreign language 

especially English will make the students to know how the 

world increasing. English become an important part, not just 

at school but also at all of the parts in this world. English 

become an international language that all human used it. 

Speaking English need some aspects, pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, etc. 

 

2. Concept of Students’ Speaking Ability 

Speaking ability is one of language abilities that 

have to be learned and mastered by the students in learning a 

foreign language. Guntur states that in speaking process, the 

speakers of the language useand composes the thought and 

feelings into words.
8
 Indeed, Guntur adds that speaking is also 

vocal skill, which is the ability to create emotional effects by 

using vocal.
9
 

Learning speaking has a purpose that id make the 

students can speak English as an international language. 

Speaking is the process between speaker and listener and it is 

a productive skill. When a person speaks, he or she sends 

information or ideas to another person. Luoma states that 

speaking skill is the important part of the curriculum in 

language teaching, and this makes them an important object of 

                                                             
8 Henry Guntur, BerbicaraSebagaisuatuKeteramoilanBerbahasaAngkasa, Ed. 

1, Angkasa, Bandung, 2010, p. 19. 
9 Ibid, p.22 
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assessment as well.
10

 It means that speaking skill is difficult 

one to assess with precision, because speaking is a complex 

skill to acquire. 

Speaking ability is the ability to use the language in 

oral form. In junior or senior high school this skill is limited 

to the ability to conduct a simple conversation on some 

subject (e.g. expressing regret, gratitude, agreement, offer, 

certainly, etc) 

There are 5 aspects to measure the students‟ ability in 

speaking: 

1. Comprehension  

For oral communication certainly requires a subject 

to respond to speech as well as to initiate it. 

2. Grammar 

It is needed for student to arrange a correct 

sentence in conversation. It is in line with explanation 

suggested by Heaton that‟s student‟s ability to 23 

manipulates structure and to distinguish appropriate 

grammatical form in appropriate ones. The utility of 

grammar is also to learn the correct way to gain expertise 

in a language in oral and written form. 

3. Vocabulary  

One cannot communicate effectively or express 

their ideas both oral and written form if they do not have 

sufficient vocabulary. So, vocabulary means the 

appropriate diction which is used in communication. 

4. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is the way for students‟ to produce 

clearer language when they speak. It deals with the 

phonological process that refers to the component of a 

grammar made up of the elements and principles that 

determine how sounds vary and pattern in a language. 

 

                                                             
10 Sari Luoma, assessing speaking, Cambridge University press, New York, 

2004.p.1 
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5. Fluency 

Fluency can be defined as the ability to speak 

fluently and accurately. Fluency in speaking is the aim of 

many language learners. Signs of fluency include a 

reasonably fast speed of speaking and only a small number 

of paused and “ums” or “errs”. These sign indicate that the 

speaker does not have spend a lot of time searching for the 

language items needed to express the message.
11

 

 

3. Concept of Teaching Speaking 

Speaking is one important skill that learners need in 

their study. Speaking can become a skill that‟s make student‟s 

increase their knowledge about their ideas. However, teaching 

speaking as a foreign language is more difficult in our 

country, because in teaching learning process the students 

commonly use their local language. 

As argued by brown  that teaching as showing or 

helping someone to learn how to do something, giving 

instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with 

knowledge, causing to know or understand.
12

 It means that 

teaching is an interactive process between the students and the 

teacher. Teaching is not the activity of explaining everything 

by the teacher, but teaching is giving chance to the students to 

respond and express their ideas, guiding and facilitating the 

student to learn, and make the learning process as enjoy as 

possible to make the students comfort in the classroom, so 

that the teaching objective can be reached.  

Teaching speaking seems so difficult and challenging 

for English teacher, many activities are implemented in order 

to increase student ability in spoken English language. 

Teaching speaking is an important part of second language 

learning. The ability to communicate in a second language 

                                                             
11 H. Douglas Brown, Teaching by Principle: An Interactive Approach to 

Language Pedagogy, Addison Wesley Longman, Second Edition. New York: 2001, p  
12H. Douglas Brown, Language Assesment Principle and Classroom Practices. 

(USA: Longman Ed. 1, 2004), p.8 
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clearly and efficiently contributes to the success of the learner 

in school and success later in every phrase of life.
13

 It means 

that we are success in learning English if we can communicate 

well. The ability to communicate well will give a good 

contribution for our success in our future.  

The teacher has to have some ways to invite and 

attract the students to practice their English in the Classroom, 

and the students must apply it outside with their friends. 

Brown said that in beginning through immediate levels of 

proficiency, most of efforts of students in oral production 

come in the form of conversation or dialogue. 

Thus in the classroom, the teacher as the major part 

has the role to expose students to language that they will use 

based on the explanation above, the writer conclude that 

teaching speaking should use the great technique, strategy and 

also the interested media to increase the students‟ motivation 

when they study English, especially speaking. 

 

B. Concept of Wh-Question 

1. Concept of Type of Wh-Question 

A Wh-Question is used fot seeking content 

information relating to persons, things, facts, times, places, 

reasons, manners, etc. Wh-Question differ depending in the 

kind of content information sought. Content information 

associated with person, things, and facts is generally sought 

with one set of Wh-Words.
14

 

In order to answer question correctly, we have to 

know the type, of question words, those are question words 

which are popularly started by the letter Wh (e.g. What, Who, 

Where, Why, When etc) and question words started by the 

letter H (e.g. How long, How many, How much, How old etc) 

                                                             
13HayriyeKayi, 2006, Teaching speaking: activities to promote speaking in a 

sexond language, “The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. XII, No. 11, November”, 
Available at: http://iteslj.org/Articles/Kayi-TeachingSpeaking.html  on July 1, 2013 

14https://www.rit.edu/ntid/sea/processes/wh/grammatical/types 

http://iteslj.org/Articles/Kayi-TeachingSpeaking.html
https://www.rit.edu/ntid/sea/processes/wh/grammatical/types
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there questions words which started by the letter WH and H 

are: 

1. Subject 

a. What  

What is used to asking for information about 

something. 

e.g. – What is your name? 

b. Who 

Who is used to asking for information about 

something. 

e.g. – Who are you? 

2. Object 

a. What  

What is used to asking for information about 

object. 

e.g. – What is this watchwrist? 

b. Who 

Who is used to asking for information about 

object. 

 e.g. – Whom will you help? 

3. Adverb 

a. When 

When is used to ask question about time. 

e.g. – when did he leave? 

b. Where 

Where is used to ask question about place or 

position. 

e.g.- Where do you live? 

c. Why 

Why is used to ask question about reason, 

asking, what…fot. 

e.g.- why do you say that? 
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Besides that “Why don‟t” making a 

suggestion 

e.g.- why don‟t help you? 

d. How 

How have many uses. One use of bow is to 

ask about the manner.  

e.g. – How does this work? 

How is to ask about condition or quality 

e.g. – how was your exam? 

How + adj/adv is to ask about extent or 

degree. 

e.g. – see examples below. 

How is to about distance 

e.g. – How far is Pattaya from Bangkong? 

How long is t ask about length (time or space) 

e.g.  How long will it take? 

How many is to ask about quantity (countable) 

e.g. How many cars are there? 

How much is to ask about quantity (uncountable) 

e.g. How much money do you have? 

How old is to ask about age 

e.g. – How old are you? 

How come is to ask about reason, asking why 

e.g. – How come I can‟t see her? 

4. Complement 

a. Who 

Who is used to asking what or which person or 

people (subject). 

e.g. – Ronald is to whom Hermione falls in love 

deeply. 
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The question distinguished into two types: Yes/No 

Question and Wh-Question. Yes/NO Question is formed by 

putting the first auxiliary in to be the subject. If the 

corresponding declarative sentence does not contain a 

auxiliary, periphrastic “do” must be used. 

e.g. : is Indonesia one of developing countries? 

 Did Ir. Soekarno problem the Indonesia Independent day? 

In Wh- Question, a WH- item occurs in initial position: the 

subject follows the first auxiliary except when the Wh-item 

functional as subject. 

e.g. : when was the first modern Olympic games began? 

 What does the first paragraph tell about? 

Wh-Question is specific kind of making, which is particularly 

helpful to gather some information as much as possible is 

short time about main idea she also confirms that Wh-

Question will help students gather ideas and information ehrn 

they can‟t come up with ideas.
15

 

 

2. Concept of Question Mastery 

The use of question in teaching speaking is to 

provide purpose, to focus discussion and to check. It is also 

used to attract the students‟ attention to the topic faced. This 

supported by Lukito stated that question is used to ask 

information for certain problem.
16

 Furthermore, the use of 

question is very useful in teaching speaking. It means that the 

teacher in teaching speaking is suggested to apply question to 

help students to comprehend the passage. 

Based on the stated above, question word is divided in 

the major class, there are: Yes/No question. Yes/No question 

usually formed by placing the operator before the subject and 

giving the sentence rising information. Binsar Sihombing and 

Barbara Burton stated in a question sentence, the auxiliary is 

                                                             
15Pogemiller Coffey, Communicative through writing, Prentice hall. Ic, 1987, 

p 13-15 
16W.Lukito, Build up Your Reading Skill, Kanisius Yogyakarta, 1993 
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used before the subject. The auxiliary may be “to be” for 

sentence that does not contain verb, or “do”, “does”, and “did” 

for sentence that contain, not the main verb.
17

 

 

C. Concept of Descriptive 

1. Definition of Description Text 

Description is a useful tool in many kind of speaking. 

In narration or storytelling, it creates a sense of realism. In 

reports or explanation, it clarifies and makes idea specific. 

In description, it can describe many things, including 

people, scene, and sense. 

A descriptive text describes how something or 

someone looks or feel. I gives an impression of 

something.
18

 Descriptive text refers to the sense, it tells 

how something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and sounds. A 

good description is a wood pictures; 

Buscemi stated that description is kind of writing 

used for presenting a verbal portrait of a person, or 

thing.
19

 This speaking is used when the researchers want 

to give details information and to make vivid in speaking. 

In other words, it used to develop a picture or “what is 

look like” it seems that the interpretation of the researcher 

will color the result of the speaking. It is because the 

researcher does not only give the information itself, but 

also creats the certain image of the object. 

Kane stated that description is about sensory 

experience-how something looks, sounds, tastes.
20

 Mostly, 

                                                             
17BinsarSihombing& Barbara Burton, English Grammar Comprehension, 

Jakarta, 2007, p. 252 
18 Keith S. Folse, April Muchmore-Vokoun, Elena Vestri Solomon, Great 

Writing 2 Great Paragraphs, 3rd edition, (United States of America: HeinleCengage 

Learning, 2010), p. 135 
19Buscemi, Santi V. 1990. A Reader for Developing Writers. New York: 

McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. p. 78-79 
20 Kane, Thimas, S, 2000. The Oxford Essential Guide to Writing. New York: 

Barkley Books. p. 352 
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it is about visual experience, but description also deals 

with other kinds of perception. 

Descriptive text has a function to describe 

something in detail in order to enable the readers to see, 

hear, feel and touch it directly involve themselves in the 

event. The context of this kind of text is description of 

particular thing, animal, person, or others, for instance: 

our pets or person we know well. A good descriptive text 

includes many vivid sensory details that paint a picture 

and appeals to all of the reader‟s sense of sight, hearing, 

touch, smelland taste when appropriate. Descriptive text 

may also paint picture of the feeling the person, place or 

thinginvotes in the writer.  

 

2. The Generic Structure of Descriptive Text. 

Descriptive text has structure as stated by James 

thatit is used in school to guide the students in learning 

English: 

a. Identification: identifying the phenomenon to be 

described. The writer introduces people whose daily 

activities are going to describe 

b. Description: the purpose s to try and help someone 

feel that they are actually experiencing the thing 

described. The writer gives detailed information. 

Since the text tells daily activities, the writer describes 

or mentions his/her daily activities in sequences. 

information about the time and place of the activities 

can be used to describe more about the daily 

activities.
21

 

 

3. The Language Feature of Descriptive Text 

a. Focus on specific participant (my English teacher , 

Andini‟s cat, my favorite place) 

                                                             
21 Peter James, Real English 1 for Senior High School Grade X, (Jakarta: 

PenerbitErlangga, 2013), p.84  
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b. Use of Simple Present Tense. 

Use of Past Tense if extinct. 

c. Verb of being and having „Relational Processes‟ (my 

mum is really cool, she has long black hair) 

d. Use descriptive adjectives (strong legs, white fangs). 

e. Use of detailed noun phrase to give information about 

the subject (a very beautiful scenery, a sweet young 

lady, very thick fur) 

f. Use of action verb „material processes‟ (it eats grass, 

it runs fast) 

g. Use of adverbial to give additional information about 

behavior (fast, at tree house) 

h. Use of figurative language (John is as white as chalk) 

 

D. The Correlation between Students’ Wh-Question Mastery 

and Their Speaking Ability 

Correlation research is carried out for one of two basic 

purposes either to help explain important human behaviors or 

to predict likely outcomes. Correlation research is non 

experimental research that is similar to ex post facto research 

in that they both employ data derived from preexisting 

variables. There is no manipulations of the variables in either 

type of research.
22

 According to  Fraenkel and Wallen, 

correlation research is also sometimes referred to as from of 

descriptive research because it describes an existing 

relationship between two variables.
23

 

Understanding and answering wh-questions are 

complex tasks that require the integration of numerous 

language skills. Given the language difficulties of individuals 

with speaking, it seems reasonable to assume that 

understanding and answering wh-questions will also be a 

                                                             
22 Donald Ary, et. Al., “Introduction to Research in Education”, (8th Edition), 

(Canada: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2006), p. 349 
23 Jack C Fraenkle and Norman E Wallen, How to Design and Evaluate 

Research and Education, (Singapore: McGraw, 2009), p. 328 
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source of difficulty. Question understanding and answering 

of wh-questions with a wide variety of different question 

words has not systematically been investigated in individuals 

with speaking. This is remarkable given the role of wh-

questions in supporting learning, assessing student 

knowledge, and promoting language development
24

 

There are, however, some studies that have examined 

how individuals with speaking understand questions that vary 

in their syntax and conceptual level. Intervention studies 

designed to teach individuals with speaking how to answer 

different wh-questions also provides value able information 

regarding supports that may help individuals in this 

population understand and answer these questions. 

Additionally, wh-question word comprehension has been 

examined in individuals who have language impairment and 

intact comprehension. 

This is important because it helps to elucidate issues 

that may be present in design a study examining wh-question 

comprehension and answering in individuals with speaking. 

As a whole, these studies inform what is known about how 

individuals with speaking understand question. 

 

E. Frame of Thinking 

Communication is needed by the people over the word to 

get more information from other people. Speaking is the most 

important skill in English because it is almost impossible to 

have true mastery of a language without actually speaking. 

Teaching learning process of English usually uses the 

monotonous and in classical way. It make students feel bored 

in learning English. 

Based on the description above, the researcher assume 

that Wh-Question mastery in descriptive paragraph for 

Speaking can help the students be more active, brave, do not 

                                                             
24Morgan, Moni,&Jobling, 2009.Who? Where? What? When?Why? 

How?Question words-Whatdo theymean? British Journalof Learning Disabilities, 

37(3), 178-185. 
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nervous to speak with their friend or in front of class. The 

researcher believes that the correlation between wh-question 

mastery and speaking English can reduce students will feel 

interested and it will motivate in studying English as well as 

to increase their speaking.  

 

F. Hypothesis 

Based on the frame of thinking above, the researcher 

assumes the hypotheses as follows: 

H0 : There is no significant correlation between 

students‟ Wh-Question mastery their Speaking 

ability in descriptive text at the second semester of 

the seventh grade SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung in 

the academic year 0f 2019/2020. 

Ha : There is a significant correlation between students‟ 

Wh-Question mastery their Speaking ability in 

descriptive text at the second semester of the seventh 

grade SMP Assafina Bandar Lampung. 
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