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ABSTRACT 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT BY 

USING COOPERATIVE LEARNING METHOD 

 

By: 

PENDAYANI 

The objective of this research was to know the process of teaching 

learning writing, especially descriptive text by using cooperative 

learning method. The research used qualitative research. The writer 

used purposive sampling technique to determine the sample of 

research. The writer chose class X.2 to become the sample with the 

total 31 students in one class only. In collecting the data, the 

researcher used observation, interview and questionnaire. The 

researcher used three major phases of data analysis, they were; data 

reduction, data display and conclusion drawing or verification. The 

writer conducted this research in one meeting. 

After analyzing the data, it was found that the process of teaching 

writing by using cooperative learning method at tenth grade of SMA 

Negeri 1 Pesisir Selatan has been conducted and was not running well, 

but the students the classroom situation in teaching and learning 

writing through cooperative learning method was quite good because 

the students can finish the writing task cooperatively, they followed 

the lesson and teacher’s instruction even though the class was very 

noisy. After all, the students were worked cooperatively with their 

friends in the group to finish their task. Based on this result, the 

researcher concludes that cooperative learning method is good to be 

used for teaching learning writing, it is just about how to manage the 

class that the teacher must be able to handle the class, therefore the 

students would not be so noisy in learning process. 

Keywords: Cooperative Learning Method, Descriptive Text, 

Writing Ability. 
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MOTTO 

 

          

             

       

It is obligatory for you to fight, even though it is not pleasing to you.  

But it may be that you do not like something, even though it is good 

for you, and it may be that you like something, even though it is not 

good for you.  Allah knows, while you do not know. 

Al Baqarah 216 )
 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1  Departemen Agama RI. Al- Quran Tajwid Dan Terjemahnya. PT Syamil 

Cipta Media. 2006 P.71 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Title Affirmation 

Title affirmation was the clarification of title in detal. It is 

important to add the title affirmation at the beginning concept to 

know representation the title of this research. So that there is no 

misunderstanding to understand all aspects of this research. The 

title affirmation of this research can be explained as follows: 

1. Cooperative learning is a teaching arrangement which refers 

to small, heterogeneous groups of students working together 

to achieve a common goal. They work together to learn and 

are responsible for the teammate‟s learning as well as their 

own. 

2. Writing ability is the students‟ ability to write the text with 

correct structure of a good arrangement such as content, 

organization, language use, vocabulary and mechanic. 

3. Descriptive text is a text that describe something in detail such 

as to describe person, animal, place, and thing. The generic 

structure of this text are identification and description. 

Descriptive text uses simple present tense. For example the 

description of person; my mother, place; banana beach, 

animal; my pet, thing; my bag. 

Based on the descriptions above, the researcher concludes 

that this research will know the use of cooperative learning 

method for teaching writing descriptive text which aims to know 

how is the process of teaching by using cooperative learning. 

 

B. Background of Problem 

Writing is a process where someone free his/herself mind 

to choose what the ideas that should be written. Brown states that 



 
 
2 

“Writing is the process of transaction among words. It is an activity 

where people free themselves to think, feel and then write it into 

written form”.
1
 In other words, writing is the activity of thinking, 

feeling, getting ideas and then put it into written language. 

Writing is a person's ability to express ideas, ideas by using 

a good and correct set of written languages. Words of language 

skills or abilities contain two meanings, namely competence and 

performance.
2
 It means that writing is someone‟s ability to express 

his/her feeling in written language. The written language must 

follow the competence of writing in order to produce good result. 

Writing can be defined as the relation among what 

someones‟ know, think, comprehend and the ability to deliver them 

all. Cakrawati states that “Writing ability is a process when 

students write, revise, or even rewrite their thought into written 

form. They must be followed the stages in writing ability, in order 

to make their arrangement become good and approprioate to the 

topic. The teacher will guide them to write well in gaining the goal 

of writing ability”.
3
 It is clear that writing ability is someone‟s skill 

to deliver the ideas into written form.  

Writing has purpose to expressing an idea, feeling, and 

communication. The students have to consider many things to 

build a good writing result. Writing is about expressing our ideas 

into sentence or paragraph. As Harmer states that it needs ability to 

express our ideas into sentence or paragraph. Writing encourages 

students to focus on accurate language use because they think as 

they write.
4
 It is clear that by learning writing, the students could 

                                                             
1Brown H Douglas, Teaching by Principle and Interactive Approach to 

Language Pedagogy, (New York: Longman Inc, 2001),p.337. 
2Byrne Donn, Teaching Writing Skills, (London: Longman Press, 1988), p.12. 
3Cakrawati TD, The Difference on Students’ Writing Skill between those who 

are Taught Using Communicate Cartoon Movies and Those are Taught Without 

Using it, (Yogyakarta: UNY), 2012,p.13. Retrieved on July, 28th 2020 at 9:57am from 

http://eprints.uny.ac.id.  
4Harmer Jeremy, How to Teach Writing, (England: Pearson Education, 

2004),p.31-33. 

http://eprints.uny.ac.id/
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activate their mind more wide because it consists of some activities 

started by thinking, revising, editing, etc. 

Learning writing seems not easy, as we know that there are 

many aspects that shoud be mastered before writing such as the 

organization of words, the punctuation, alfabhetical, vocabulary, 

language use, etc. Due to these case, many students have 

difficulties in learning writing. Generally, they face the problem 

about how to begin their writing, and how to compose each 

sentence to become good composition. The students are usually 

getting stuck in making arrangement, they are confuse how to 

relate the topic with the arrangement in some paragraphs. 

Generally, the students often stuck when they are trying to 

write an arrangement. The teacher said that this often happens 

because the students are having less vocabulary knowledge, 

especially to recognize the word and inferring meaning from 

words. The students have difficulties to make writing arrangement 

of their own words description. It must be covered because the 

description about ourselves must be known atleast they should 

know how to descibe themselves in written language. 

According to Fareed the students‟ difficulties in writing 

such as (1) the students have lack of knowledge of appropriate 

vocabulary (2) they also have difficulties in grammar and syntax. 

They make mistakes in subject-verb agreement, pronouns, tenses, 

articles, prepositions and basic sentence structures (3) lack of ideas 

affected to learners‟ writing skills. Until and unless students have 

information with them, they will not be able to pour any idea 

through their pen onto the page (4) organized writing is also a 

challenge to learners as their writing lacks coherence, 

consolidation of knowledge and use of formal transitional and 

cohesive devices (5) most of them are not able to consolidate their 

knowledge.  

There are many techniques which can be used by the 

teacher in order to solve the students‟ problems in learning writing. 

One of them is by using cooperative learning method. “It is method 

where the students work in groups. They learn how to develop their 
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ideas, express those in writing, and give peer feedback.The 

students must help each other from the very beginning to the very 

end of writing activity. This way they will not get confused on 

what to write, how to write, or how to review their works”.
5
 It 

means that cooperative learning method is a method of teaching 

writing where the students are asked to work with group rather 

than individual.  

The students should work cooperativey in order to gain the 

goal of learning. Cooperative learning is about how to learn and 

solve the problem of learning in form of discussion with group 

which will be done cooperatively. The teacher will guide students 

in learning and monitoring them. The students will learn how to 

develop their ideas, express their ideas in written language, and 

give peer feedback. 

Cooperative learning method can be applied in some 

aspects of English, one of them is in writing skill. Sargent states 

that “In teaching writing using cooperative learning, teacher will 

find many specific terrms like cooperative writing activities. Those 

are the type of activities in teaching and learning process that 

combines cooperative learning procedures and writing process”.
6
 It 

means that cooperative learning can be applied in teaching writing. 

The teacher should create interesting cooperative activities in 

teaching learning process, so that the students could follow this 

method cooperatively. 

There are many types of cooperative learning, the 

researcher wanted to use one of them namely TPS (think, pair, 

share). Think-Pair-Share is a technique that allows the students to 

complete a posed questions or problem silently. Lyman states that 

Think-Pair-Share (TPS) is a technique that consists of three stages 

of learning thinking, pairing, and sharing. It emphasizes the 

                                                             
5Kagan Spencer, Cooperative Learning, (San Clemente, CA: Kagan 

Publishing, 2010),p.85. 
6Sergent D, Using Cooperative Wriitng Activities to Build Community, 

Fluency, and Accuracy, Retrieved on July, 28th 2020 at 10:27am from 

http://www.schoolofesl.com/publications/cooperative_writing_project.pdf, 2004,p.1. 

http://www.schoolofesl.com/publications/cooperative_writing_project.pdf
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students on what they should do at each of those stages.
7
 In other 

word, Think-Pair-Share is a technique where the students are asked 

to do three main steps in learning. Firstly, they are asked to think, 

secondly pair with their friends and the last step is share the result 

of discussion to the class and teacher. 

The reason to chose Think-Pair-Share as a technique in 

cooperative learning type was because Think-Pair-Share is 

relatable to the type of cooperative learning more than the other 

techniques. By using Think-Pair-Share the students could be more 

cooperatively in doing their task because there are three main 

steps, especially in the second steps namely pairing. Here, the 

students are changing idea with their friend and work 

cooperatively. 

The researcher is interested to know about the process of 

teaching writing by using cooperative learning at SMAN 1 Pesisir 

Selatan, especially in descriptive text. Therefore, this research 

entitled “Teaching and Learning Descriptive Text by Using 

Cooperative Learning Method at the First Semester of the Tenth 

Grade of SMAN 1 Pesisir Selatan in Academic Year 2021/2022”. 

 

C. Limitation of Problem 

The writer focused on the aim knowing the process of 

teaching learning in writing descriptive text which conducted by 

the teacher by using cooperative learning method. 

 

D. Research Question 

Based on the identification and the limitation of the 

problems, the researcher formulated the problem: How is the 

process of teaching writing by using Cooperative Learning? 

 

                                                             
7 Lyman Frank, Description of Exemplary Techniques and Methods, (London: 

Prentice Hall, 2005), p.257. 



 
 
6 

E. Objectives of Research 

The objectives of the research was to know the process of 

teaching writing by using Cooperative Learning. 

 

F. Significances of Research 

The significances of the research were as follows: 

1. Practically 

a. This research can be used to motivate the students in 

learning writing, especially in learning descriptive text. 

b. This research can be used to encourage the students 

weaknesses in case of begin their writing arrangement. 

c. This research can be used to give information to English 

teacher that the students would be more enthuasiast if the 

teaching and learning process could done cooperatively 

with groups. 

d. This research can be used to teach the students how to 

collaborate with their friends in finishing the tasks and in 

gaining the goal of lesson. 

2. Theoretically 

a. This research can be used as reference that could be used 

by the other researchers who want to conduct a research 

by using cooperative learning method. 

b. The theories of cooperative learning could open-up the 

teacher‟s mind about how to collaborate the students for 

teach effectively in teaching learning process.  

 

G. Relevant Study 

The use of cooperative learning method is effective to be 

used in teaching learning. It proved by some previous researches. 

The first study was conducted by Sabarun entitled “Improving 
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Writing Ability through Cooperative Learning”.
8
 The second study 

was conducted by Trivino entitled “Using Cooperative Learning to 

Foster the Development of Adolescent‟ English Writing Skill”.
9
 

The third study was conducted by Izza entitled “The Effectiveness 

of Cooperative Learning for Teaching Writing of Descriptive 

Text”.
10

 The fourth study was conducted by Milawati entitled 

“Using Cooperative Learning to Improve English Writing Skills”.
11

 

The last study was conducted by Allati entitled “Cooperative 

Learning as a Strategy to Enchance the Writing Skill in EFL 

Learners”.
12

 

Cooperative learning method that was conducted by 

previous researchers were different to this research. The novelty of 

this research is more focus to the students‟ writing skill, especially 

to write descriptive text about person, vacation place and hystorical 

building. In this case, the researcher would see the process of 

teaching learning writing by using cooperative learning method.  

 

H. Research Method 

1. Research Design 

In conducting this research, the researcher used descriptive 

qualitative research. Qualitative research focuses on understanding 

social phenomena from the perspective of the human participants 

in natural setting.
13

It means that qualitative research is a research 

                                                             
8 Sabarun, Improving Writing Ability through Cooperative Learning, 

Students‟ Paper from STAIN Palangkaraya: Journal on English as a Foreign 

Language, Vol.1, No.1, March 2011, Retrieved on September, 19 2020 at 12:03am 
9 Trivino Paula A, Using Cooperative Learning to Foster the Development of 

Adolescent’ English Writing Skill, (Colombia: A PROFILE Journal Vol.18 No.1, June 

2016), Retrieved on September, 19 2020 at 12:09am 
10 Izza Awwalia, Op,Cit 
11 Milawati K, Using Cooperative Learning to Improve English Writing Skills, 

(Yogyakarta: Yogyakarta States University, 2015), Retrieved on September, 19 2020 

at 12:18am 
12 Allati F, Cooperative Learning as a Strategy to Enchance the Writing Skill 

in EFL Learners, A Students‟ Paper from Ahmed Draja University – ADRAR, 

Published on 2016, Retrieved on September, 19 2020 at 12:23am 
13Donald Ary, et al., Introduction to Research in Education, (Canada: 

Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2010), p.22 
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design that evaluates about social phenomena from someone‟s 

perspective but must be related with the accurate theory. In this 

case, the writer evaluated the process of teaching learning writing 

by using cooperative learning, especially on descriptive text. In 

other words, during the type of qualitative research, writer used 

qualitative and focuses on the qualitative description. Then, writer 

focuses on process of teaching students‟ writing ability through 

cooperative learning. It is in which the description of observation 

is not ordinarily expressed in quantitative term. In other hand, it is 

not suggested that numerical measures are never used. But, that 

other means of description are emphasized.  

 

2. Research Subject 

The subject of this research was the students at the tenth grade 

of SMAN 1 Pesisir Selatan, especially at class X.2. 

 

3. Research Data 

The type of descriptive qualitative research can be textbooks, 

newspaper, web pages, speeches, television programs, 

advertisements, musical compositions, or any of a host of other 

types of documents.
14

It means that there are some analysis that 

uses in the type of document analysis but in this research the 

researcher will evaluate the process of teaching learning 

descriptive text by using cooperative learning at the tenth grade of 

SMAN 1 Pesisir Selatan. The use of cooperative learning seems 

good to be used, but the researcher needs to know whether or not it 

works well at the process of teaching learning writing.  

 

4. Data Collecting Technique 

According to Sugiyono, data collecting technique  is the main 

of a research, because the purpose of the research is to collect 

                                                             
14Ibid, p.29 
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data.
15

 In this research, the writer will collect the data using the 

following steps: 

1. Observation  

According to Sugiyono, observation is collecting data process, 

which in this research the writer was observe the situation of 

teaching learning process in the class.
16

 In other hand, it is the 

activity will be used to know the students‟ activities also 

responses during the teaching and learning process. Observation 

is one of collecting data in the research, which in this activity 

the writer observed the process of the teaching speaking 

through cooperative learning method in the classroom.  

2. Interview 

In this research, the writer function as observer to get the data, 

the writer asks the teacher about the information of activity in 

the teaching process including problem in teaching speaking, 

where questions ask by the interviewer to obtain information 

from interview. Interviews are good research techniques when 

we want to know about what people think or feel about 

something.
17

 

3. Questionnaire 

In this research, the writer will give questionnaire to the 

students. Questionnaire is a written list of questions that are 

answered by a number of people so that information can be 

collected from the answer. The writer distributed questionnaire 

after the process of teaching writing by using story cooperative 

learning.  

 

 

                                                             
15Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatiif dan R&D, (Bandung: 

Alfabeta, 2011), p. 208 
16Ibid, p.217 
17Kristin G Esberg, Qualitative Methods in Social Research, (New York: 

Mc.Graw Hill, 2002), p. 37 
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5. Research Instrument 

The major characteristics of qualitative research which 

distinguish this research from other research are the method and 

instrument which uses to collect and analyze the data. Arikunto 

states that “The researcher is very important in qualitative research. 

The main instrument of the research is the researcher himself”.
18

 It 

means that the main instrument of this research was the researcher, 

who will collect and evaluate the data based on the researcher‟s 

interpretation. Then, the researcher described and related it with 

theory applied to support the analysis. Therefore, the result of the 

research was determined by the researcher‟s point of view in 

describing the analysis of the research. 

Due to the aim of this research that is to know how is the 

process of teaching learning writing by using cooperative learning, 

then there will be an observation sheet in order to know the 

students‟ activity during the process of teaching by using 

cooperative learning (on appendix).  

 

6.      Data Analysis 

The data analysis of this research aimed to analyze and 

describe the process of teaching learning did by the teacher by 

using cooperative learning method type TPS (think, pair, share). 

According to Miles and Huberman the analysis can be defined as 

consisting as four current flows of activity that is data reduction, 

data display, data condensation and conclusion 

drawing/verification.
19

 In this research, the researcher uses Miles 

and Huberman‟s theory in analyzing the data, so there are there 

steps to do as follows: 

 

 

                                                             
18Arikunto S, ProsedurPenelitianSuatuPendekatanPraktek, (Jakarta: 

RinekaCipta, 2010), p.24 
19 Miles B Matthew, Huberman A Michael, and Saldana J, Qualitative Data 

Analysis, (London, Sage Publications, 2014), p.14 
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Source: (Miles, Huberman and Saldana, 2014:14) 

 

7. Trustworthiness of the Research 

To make the research findings of this research valid, the 

researcher must do trustworthiness by using a triangulation data. 

Triangulation is the criteria based on the process of observing 

something from different viewpointsin order to get a fix on its true 

location. The triangulation of criteria has been led into content data 

analysis. According to Miles and Huberman, triangulation is 

supposed to support a finding by showing that independent 

measures of it agree with it, or at least, do not contradict it. It 

means that triangulation aims to assess the result of research in 

order to validate the data of research itself. Lincoln and Guba 

states that there are the quality criteria of qualitative research as 

follows: 

1) Credibility 

Credibility establishes whether the research findings represent 

plausible information drawn from the participant‟s original 

data and is a correct interpretation of the participant‟s original 

view. 

 

 

Data Reduction Data Display 

Data 

Condensation 

Conclusion Drawing/ 

Verification 
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2) Transferability  

The researcher facilitates the transferability judgment by a 

potential user through quick thick description. 

3) Dependability  

Dependability involves participant‟s evaluation of the 

findings, interpretation and recommendations of the study 

such that all are supported by the data as received from 

participants of the study. 

4) Confirmability 

Confirmability is concerned with establishing that data and 

interpretations of the findings are not figments of the 

inquirer‟s imagination, but clearly derived from the data. 

5) Reflexivity  

It is the process of critical self-reflection about oneself as 

researcher own biases, preference, preconceptions to the 

research.   

Based on the explanation above, the researcher will use 

confirmability triangulation. In other words, the researcher is 

responsible for providing a complete set of notes on decision made 

during the research process, reflective thoughts, sampling, research 

material adopted, emergence of the findings and information about 

the data management.
20

 In this research, the researcher will also 

validate the research findings in order to make it valid. The person 

who will validate the research findings of this research is the 

Lecturer of English Education in Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 

Faculty Raden Intan State Islamic University Lampung that relates 

with the title of this research. 

 

 

 

                                                             
20 Lincoln Y.S and Guba E.G, Naturalistic Inquiry, (California: Sage 

Publications Taylor and Francis Group, 1985), p.121  
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I. Systematic of Discussion 

To provide a systematic and easy-to-understand description, this 

proposal is structured with a systematic discussion as follows: 

I. Chapter I, consists of introduction such as: title affirmation, 

the background of problem, identification of problem, etc.  

The introduction of chapter I contains, title affirmation, 

background of the problem, identification and limitation of 

the problem, formulation of the problem, objective or 

purpose of the study, benefits of the study, previous 

research, research method and systematics of the 

discussion. 

II. Chapter II, consists of the theories such as: the theory of 

writing, teaching writing, cooperative learning, descriptive 

text, etc.  

This chapter is an overview of all theory related to the title 

of research. 

III. Chapter III, consists of object overview, data collecting 

technique and the instrument of research. 

This chapter describes the general description of the object 

and the presentation of facts and data needed during 

research. 

IV. Chapter IV, consists of research findings and discussion. 

Research finding was about the result of the research while 

the discussion was about the evaluation and explanation of 

result 

V. Chapter V, consists of conclusion and suggestion. Conclusion 

was taken based on the formulation of problem while 

suggestion refers to some case such as for the English 

teacher, for the school, for the students and for the further 

research. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

Chapter II was about review of related literature, it means all 

of theories related to the variable of research. The researcher presents 

some theories related to the variables of this research such as writing, 

teaching and learning writing, component of teaching writing, 

principle of teaching writing, descriptive text, cooperative learning 

method, procedures of teaching writing by using cooperative learning, 

previous study of cooperative learning method, advantages of using 

cooperative learning, and disadvantages of using cooperative learning. 

A. Frame of Theories 

1. Writing 

Writing is a skill which used to communicate indirectly, 

without face to face interaction because it is used in written form. 

Brown states that writing is such a transaction of words from what 

someone‟s thinking, feeling, and perceiving. In other words 

writing is s process where someone try to combine the skill of 

thinking ideas, then write it into written language.
21

 It means that 

writing is the process of getting ideas of the topic, thinking of 

words as much as possible, then write it. 

Writing can be defined as a process of giving and putting 

idea or message into words. In short, the successfulness in writing 

is depend on how much the readers can understand what the 

writer‟s mean. According to Boardman, writing is a complex 

activity where there are the process of thinking, organizing, 

rethinking and reorganizing.
22

 It means that writing is complex 

activity in writer‟s mind to process and create sentences in written 

language. In other words, writing is someone‟s ability to create an 

idea and deliver it into an arrangement of writing. 

                                                             
21 Brown H.D, Teaching by Principle an Interactive Approach to Language 

Pedagogy, (NY: Person Education, 2001),p.337 
22 Boardman C, Writing to Communicate Paragraph and Essay, (Essex: 

Pearson Longman, 2002),p.11 
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Meanwhile, Morley assumes that writing can be called as 

an extreme act of attention and memory; it pleads with writer‟s 

brain cells to make a new connection.
23

 It means that writing deals 

with the writer‟s brain seriously, because so many process of 

writing that must be done by a writer, so that writing can be said 

as extream activity that must be through in some processes in 

connecting the mind into words. 

Based on the thepries above, it can be concluded that 

writing is the activity to write that consists of getting ideas, 

thinking widely, collecting and choosing appropriate words or 

sentence with the topic then delivering into written language. 

Writing is quite hard to be learned because it must be through of 

some processes, the teacher needs to guide the students effectively 

in order to gain the goal of writing itself.  

2. Writing Ability 

After discussing about the meaning of writing itself, then 

we are moving to what the writing ability is. According to 

Cakrawati writing ability is a complex activity in producing a 

qualified writing. The complex activity consists of stages as the 

steps in writing.
24

 It means that writing ability can be defined as 

the steps of writers to write what they want to write. Writers must 

be mastered writing ability, in order to make them to be good 

writers. 

It supported by Mclever in Cakrawati that writing ability 

is a recursive process, which means students revise throughout the 

process, frequently moving back and forth among stages. Then, 

students should learn strategies invention and discovery, and 

                                                             
23Morley D, Understanding Computers: Today and Tomorrow, (Boston: 

Cengage Learning, 2011),p.8 
24Cakrawati TD, The Difference on Students’ Writing Skill between those who 

are Taught Using Communicate Cartoon Movies and Those are Taught Without 

Using it, (Yogyakarta: UNY), 2012,p.13. Retrieved on October, 9 2019 at 10:06pm 

from http://eprints.uny.ac.id. 
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teacher should help students generate content and discover 

purpose.
25

 

It means that writing ability is a process when students 

write, revise, or even rewrite their thought into written form. They 

must be followed the stages in writing ability, in order to make 

their arrangement become good and approprioate to the topic. The 

teacher will guide them to write well in gaining the goal of writing 

ability. 

From the theories above, it is clear that writing ability 

needs cognitive abilities in recognizing some segments of 

languages to produce a qualified writing, because writing ability 

involves meaningful segments of language: words, sentence, 

grammar, and how to transfer those segments into written form. 

3. Teaching and Learning Writing 

Teaching and learning of writing is about how the teacher 

could teach the students the process of writing and make the 

students able to compose good and structured sentence. Harmer 

states that Teaching writing is teaching the students how to 

express the idea or imagination in written words.
26

 It means that 

teaching writing is about teaching the students to make them able 

to express ideas, encourage their imagination, and able to write it 

into written form with good and structured language. 

Harmer states that the process of teaching writing is 

divided into four stages. They are: 

a. Planning 

Planning is about what the writer‟s plan in doing writing. The 

plan of writing consists of considering the purpose of writing; 

means who the audience is and what the writing for. Then 

thinking of content, it must be appropriate or relate with the 

composition of writing, after that choosing good language to be 

written, it is including the activity in considering the structure 

                                                             
25Ibid. 
26 Harmer J, The Practice of English Language Teaching. Fourth Edition, 

(New York: Longman, 2006), p.33 



 
 
18 

of language, the form of language, etc. 

b. Drafting 

Drafting is about choosing each important point related to the 

topic of writing. these points will be continued into some 

sentences and paragraphs. 

c. Editing (reflecting and revising) 

Editing is the activity of revising what have been drafted. The 

writer need to read his/her draft in order to make it sure that it 

is relate to the topic of writing. After reading the draft, then a 

writer need to revising it if necessary. 

d. Final stages 

After all of the stages in writing had been done, then the writer 

produces writing composition and deploy all of the words or 

sentences that had been collected.
27

 The process of teaching 

writing describes on  the following figure: planning 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The Process of Writing 

Based on the theories about teaching and learning writing, 

it can be concluded that a teacher should be able to make students 

fluent in writing. Teaching and learning writing provides the way 

how to thinking, comprehend, writing, revising what we have 

written and then produce a good composition/arrangement. These 

steps are the teacher‟s role in the classroom, the students will just 

follow the instruction even there is still needs a practice at home 

 

4. Component of Teaching Writing 

There are some components of writing such as content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanic. These 

                                                             
27 Harmer J, How to Teach Writing, (New York: Longman, 2004),p.4-5 

final 

version 

 

editing draftin

g 

plannin

g 



 
 

19 

components must be available and applied on the written 

language, because without these components the composition of 

writing will be less of quality. The components are as follows: 

1. Content  

Content is the substance of writing, the experience of the main 

idea (unity), i.e., groups of related statements that a writer 

presents as unit in developing a subject. This term is related 

with the work of conveying ideas rather than fulfilling special 

function of transition, restatement, and emphasis. Unity can be 

identified by seeing the topic sentence and the controlling idea. 

Each sentence in a paragraph should relate to the topic and 

develop the controlling idea. If a sentence does not relate to the 

idea, it should be omitted. 

2. Organization 

Organization is the logical organization of the content 

(coherence). It contains sentences that are logically arranged 

and flow smoothly. Logical arrangement refers to the order of 

the sentences and ideas. While smooth flow refers to how well 

one idea or sentence leads into another. 

3. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the selection of words which are suitable with 

the content. It begins with the assumption that the writer wants 

to express the ideas as clearly and directly as he or she can. A 

general rule, clarity should be the primary objective. The 

selections of words that express the meaning correctly is 

considered much.  

4. Language use 

Language use is the use of correct grammatical and syntactic 

pattern or separating, combining, and grouping ideas in words 

phrases, clauses, and sentences to bring out logical relationship 

in paragraph.  
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5. Mechanic 

Mechanic is the use of graphic conventional of the language, 

including the alphabetical, typing of words, etc.
 28

 

Based on the component of teaching writing, the 

researcher concludes that a teacher must be able to teach five 

components of writing to the students, because without mastering 

these components the students‟ writing composition would not be 

good. In other words, the teacher must responsible to teach what 

content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanic 

are. If the students are able to compose their writing in these five 

components, their written language will be valuable and good to 

read. 

 

5. Principles of Teaching Writing 

Principle is such a rule in teaching, so that before a 

teacher teach the students in writing, he/she must understand the 

principle of teaching writing and must know his/her responsibility 

to the process of writing in the classroom.There are some 

principles for teaching writing. It can be described as follows: 

1. Understand students‟ reasons for writing 

It is about understand the students‟ goal when they ate 

writing. It is a big problem when the teacher‟s goals do not 

match the students‟ or when the teacher‟s goals do not match 

those of the school or institution in which the students works. 

2. Provide many opportunities for students to write 

The teacher must give many choices for them to develop their 

writing skills by providing them some different types of 

writing. The recount, report, procedure, and descriptive texts 

are the examples of writing types that can be provided by the 

teacher. 

                                                             
 28 Heaton, B, Writing English Language Tests, (London: Longman Group 

UK Limited, 1988), p.146 

 



 
 

21 

3. Make feedback helpful and meaningful 

The students crave feedback on their writing. The teacher 

must always provide a feedback for students. In providing a 

direct feedback, make sure the students understand the 

vocabulary or symbols that teacher used. 

4. The teacher must evaluate the students‟ writing tasks. 

Teacher must evaluate the students‟ writing objectively. A 

rubric is the answer that can elaborate the elements of writing 

that are to be evaluated.
29

 

Based on the principles of teaching writing, the researcher 

concludes there are four principles that must be known by the 

teacher before or even while teaching and learning process in the 

classroom. The first principle is about understanding the reason 

for writing, this means the teacher must set the goal or purpose of 

teaching writing. The second is about letting the students to take 

chance to write as many as possible, in other words the teacher 

need to let the students to practice more. The third is about giving 

feedback to the students, if there is a problem in teaching learning 

writing the teacher is the ones who responsible to give feedback 

and give solution. The last is about avaluating the students‟ 

writing task and see whether or not their writing composition is fit 

to the indicator of writing. 

 

B. Text 

Text refers to any written record of a communicative 

event. The event itself may involve oral language or written 

language. Text consists of more than one sentences combine to 

from a meaningful which that is convey a complete message. As 

Clarer states that the word „text‟ is related to „textile‟ and can be 

translated „fabric‟ just as single threads from a fabric, so words 

                                                             
29 Nunan D, Practical English Language Teaching, (New York: McGraw Hill, 

2003)p.92-94 
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and sentencces from a meaningful and coherent text.
30

 It means 

that the text is coherent for the readers and language perceived to 

be meaningful, it is a discourse. Discourse brings together 

language. 

Text is defined as a language expression which according 

to content, syntax, pragmatics is a unity. Based on this opinion, 

there are at least three things that must exist in a text, namely 

content, syntax, pragmatics. Firstcontent is the content of a text 

that is very related to semantics  i.e. study in language related to 

the meaning to be conveyed by the author / writer.  

It can be concluded that there are many kinds of text in 

English for teaching and learning and the researcher concludes 

that the text is an original word of something written, printed, or 

spoken in contrast a summary paraphrase.  

 

1. Kind of Text 

There are so many text such as; narrative, explanation, 

descriptive, procedure, spoof, etc. Those text has their own 

functions and has purposes whether just for entertainment or for 

spesific study. The kind of text can be desribed as follows: 

a. Narrative text 

Narrative text is a fable text that consists of complication 

which raises problem and needs an evaluation in the end of text 

(problem solving). The example of narrative text are all of texts 

that tells about fairy tales, short story, novel, fables, etc. The 

structure of narrative text are orientation, complication, 

evaluation, resolution, and coda. 

b. Recount text 

Recount text is a text that tells about experience or something 

that happened in the past. The structures of recount text are 

orientation, event, and reorientation. 

                                                             
30Mario Clarer,  An Introduction to Literary Studies, (New York: Bantam 

Books), 1991,p.1 
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c. Procedure text 

Procedure text is a structural text that describes the steps to 

make or achieve something. The generic structures of this text 

are structure, purpose of the text and the steps. 

d. Exposition text 

Exposition text is a text that tells about an argument or opinion 

towards something matter. The structure of exposition text 

consists of thesis, argumentation, re-argumentation. 

e. Explanation text 

Explanation text is a text that explains about logical 

relationship from some events. The structures of this text are 

general statement and the logical reason.
31

 

  

2. Descriptive Text 

There are many functions of text such as to entertain, to 

describe, to persuade, or to report an issue. In this research, the 

researcher will use descriptive text. Anderson states that 

descriptive  is a factual description describes a particular person, 

place or thing. It is purpose is to tell about the subject by 

describing it is features without including personal opinion.
32

 It 

means that descriptive text is a text which has purpose to describe 

something including the description of personal opinion. 

According to Mukarto in Turfina that descriptive text  is 

used to describe a particular person, place, or things.
33

 It is clear 

that descriptive text is a text to describe person, place or even 

thing. These description consists of some factual opinion from the 

writer. 

                                                             
31 Alex Sobur, Analisis Teks Media, (Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 2004), 

p.53 
32Anderson, M., & Anderson, K, Text Type in English. (Australia: Macmilian 

Education, 1998), p.26. 
33 Turfina A, A thesis: Teaching Writing on Descriptive Text for the First 

Grade of SMPN 03 Mojogedang Karanganyar in the Academic Year of 2014/2015, 

(Surakarta, 2015). p. 25 
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The generic structure of descriptive text are as follow: 

1. Identification 

Introduction of thing, place, or person to be described. 

2. Description 

Descriptions of the parts, qualities, and characteristics of the 

thing, person, or place being discussed.
34

 

Descriptive text is use relation verbs “to be” and “has/have”. 

Examples: 

a. Samuel Rizal is a famous actor. 

b. He has very short hair. 

These sentences are in the simple present tense. 

a. Nouns 

They are found in (1) the topic of description: a 

classroom, and (2) the parts of the classroom: doors, 

windows, tables, pictures, chairs, and walls. 

b. Adjectives 

They are used to describe the characteristics of the topic 

and the parts. They characteristics can be the size (big), color 

(brown), or the quality (clean). For example: the adjective “big” 

and „clean” describe the classroom. The adjective “brown” 

describes “the doors” and “the windows”. 

Vocabulary for describing someone, such as: 

1) Tall, short, big, thin, fat, slim. 

2) Hair, face, nose, cheeks, mouth, lips. 

3) Curly, straight, long, short, wavy, black, grey. 

4) Oval, round, pointed, flat. 

 

 

                                                             
34Ibid. 
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c. Language focus: 

1) Verb be : is, am, are 

2) Verb have : have, has 

3) Verb do : do, does 

4) Simple present tense 

d. Nouns phrases 

There are combination of adjective and nouns. (e.g: big 

and cleanclassroom, two brown doors). 

 

Hammond, et.al explains about descriptive text on the 

following figure:
35

 

Social Function Schematic Structure Significant 

Grammatical 

Pattern 

To describe a 

particular person, 

place, or things 

Identification: 

identifies the person, 

place or things to be 

described 

Description: describes 

parts, qualities, 

characteristics. 

Focus on specific 

rather than generic 

participants. 

Simple Present 

tense. 

Verbs of being and 

having. 

Use of descriptive 

adjective to built up 

long nominal group. 

Figure 2: The Function, Structure, and Pattern of Descriptive Text 

 

 

 

                                                             
35Hammond, et.al. English for Social Purposes. (Sidney, Australia: Macquaire 

University, 1992), p,78. 
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Example of descriptive text: 

Title My Family 

Identification  My family has four members; they are I, my sister, 

and my parents. 

My mother is 47 years old. Her name is Anisa. She‟s 

thin-faced, has long blond hair and beautiful green 

eyes. She is still slim because she always tries to stay 

in shape. She is very good-looking, always well-

dressed and elegant. 

Description My father, Lukman. He is 5 years older than my 

mother. He is 52 years old. In spite of his age he‟s still 

black-haired, with several grey hairs. He has bright 

blue eyes, quite tall but a bit shorter than me. He‟s 

very hard-working. Besides that, he is working in a 

travel company. He can even make a dinner when my 

mother is outside. His meals are always very tasty as 

well as my mother. 

My sister Nadina, she is 22 years old. She has rad hair 

and green eyes. She has long wavy hair and freckles. 

She is definitely shorter than me. She is rather 

introverted, but she is very sensible, smart and 

cooperative. Right now, she is studying English and 

also knows Arabic and Mandarin. They all, except me 

speak Sundanese very well, because we were living in 

Bandung for 5 years. Now we are happily living in 

Jakarta.
36

 

Figure 3: Example of Descriptive Text 

 

Based on the theories of descriptive text, the 

researcher concludes that descriptive text is one of functional 

text that has purpose to describe something. The description 

                                                             
36 Online Source, https/www.google.com/example-descriptive-text-for-tenth-

grade. 
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can be about person, place, animal, or thing. The writer needs 

to write descriptive text using present tense and using the 

generic stucture such as identification and description. So that 

the composition of writing will be in form of identification, it 

is about who or what will be described, then description is the 

full explanation including characteristic, shape, etc. 

 

C. Cooperative Learning Method 

General definition of cooperative learning is a method 

of teaching where the students need to be cooperatively in 

learning process. The activity tend to group or pair not as 

individual. Kagan states cooperative learning as a teaching 

arrangement which refers to small, heterogeneous groups of 

students working together to achieve a common goal. They 

work together to learn and are responsible for the teammate‟s 

learning as well as their own.
37

 It is clear that cooperative 

learning is a teaching plan to make the students cooperative 

working together with their groups. 

According to Slavin cooperative learning has been 

suggested as the solution for wide area of teaching learning 

problem. This method defines as an emphasising thinking 

skills and increasing alternative ability that is done with 

group. It is such a way to prepare the students to increase their 

collaborative work.
38

 It means that cooperative learning 

method could improve the students‟ skill in solving problem 

of learning with by grouping. 

Dexbury and Tsai added that cooperative learning 

could enable students to use target language more often, 

encourages communication with others, creates good 

environment in learning, and gives variety of ideas in the 

                                                             
37 Kagan S, Cooperative Learning, (CA: Kagan Publishing, 2010),p.85 
38 Slavin R, Cooperative Learning: Whats Make Groupwork Work?, (Paris: 

OECD, 2007),p.2 
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process of teaching learning.
39

 It means that cooperative 

learning has many benefits in the process of teaching learning. 

It enables students to have some skill, especially to make them 

able to communicate each other by discussion, creates good 

situation in the classroom, and many more. 

Meanwhile, Izza states that cooperative learning is a 

kind of teaching method where there will be small team that 

can improve the students‟ motivation in understanding the 

subject or material. The students will know how to be more 

cooperative and responsible to their group.
40

 It means that 

cooperative learning is a good method to increase students‟ 

motivaton in learning, usually the students cannot solve their 

problem in learning individually, so that cooperative learning 

could become a solution because this method is done by 

grouping. 

Based on the theories of cooperative learning method, 

the researcher concludes that cooperative learning is a method 

that can be applied by the teacher in the classroom. This 

method is easy to be taught and could also motivate or 

encourage the students‟ motivation when they are having 

some problems in learning. It is good for the teacher to use 

this method, because students would not be so hard to follow 

the instructions of learning and they will be easier in finishing 

the tasks. 

1. Types of Cooperative Learning Method 

There are many techniques, also known as structures 

which can be used to help the teacher incorporating learrning 

their teaching and learning process. Each type of cooperative 

learning enchance different skill. Below are some types of 

cooperative learning method: 

 

                                                             
39 Dexbury J and Tsai L, The Effect of Cooperative Learning on Foreign 

Language Anxiety, (International Journal of Instruction, Vol.3 No.1, 2010),p.10 
40 Izza Awwalia F, The Effectiveness of Cooperative Learning for Teaching 

Writing of Descriptive Text, (A Students‟ Thesis: Semarang State University),p.20 
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a. Jigsaw 

There are some structures which teacher can easily use to 

facilitate cooperative learning. The first structure is Jigsaw. 

Jigsaw is one of the most common techniques that have 

been widely used in the classrooms. Nunan states that 

jigsaw is a technique used in cooperative learning 

classroom. This technique is used in a classroom that has 

diversity in terms of students‟ ethnicity or skin color, etc. It 

is used to make the students more cooperative and 

communicate through the lesson.
41

 The students are 

members of two groups; home group and expert group. In 

home group, the students are assigned a different topic. 

Once it has been identified, they leave the home group and 

join a new group (expert group) to learn together the 

material based on the initial assigned topic. After that they 

are allowed to return to the home group and once back, 

each student is accountable for teaching their assigned 

topic.
42

 It means that jigsaw is a technique that asks the 

students to be cooperative eventhough there are differences 

of a gender, skin color, etc. 

b. Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 

Think-Pair-Share is a technique that allows the students to 

complete a posed questions or problem silently. Lyman 

states that Think-Pair-Share (TPS) is a technique that 

consists of three stages of learning thinking, pairing, and 

sharing. It emphasizes the students on what they should do 

at each of those stages.
43

 The students may write down 

thoughts or simply just brainstorming in their head. When 

prompted, they pair up with a peer to discuss their ideas 

                                                             
41 Nunan David, Task Based Language Teaching, (Cambridge: University 

Press, 2004), p.2. 
42 Mandal, Cooperative Learning Strategies to Enchance Writing Skill, (The 

Modern Journal of Applied Linguistics Vol.1, 2009), p.99 
43 Lyman Frank, Description of Exemplary Techniques and Methods, 

(London: Prentice Hall, 2005), p.257. 
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and then listen to their partner‟s ideas.
44

 Following pair 

dialogue, teacher solicits response from the whole group. 

When teacher uses this technique they do not have to 

worry about their students not volunteering as each student 

will already have an idea in their head, so that the teacher 

can call on anyone and increase discussion productivity. 

c. Three-Steps Interview 

Three steps interview is a technique where the students are 

asked to interview each other in order to get the ideas 

widely.
45

 Each number of a teacm chooses another number 

to be a partner. During the first step students interview 

their partners by asking clarifying questions. During the 

second step, partner reverse roles. In the final step, the 

members share their partners‟ response with the team. 

d. Student Team Achievement Division (STAD) 

Student Team Achievement Division (STAD) is a 

technique where the students are placed in small groups. 

The class in it is entirety is presented with a lesson and the 

students are subsequently tested.
46

 Individuals are graded 

on the team‟s performance. Although the tests are taken 

individually, the students are encouraged to work together 

to improve the overall performance of the group. 

Based on these types of cooperative learning method, 

the researcher will use one of them that is Think-Pair-Share 

(TPS). It has been choosen because the researcher assumes 

that TPS is a good technique in teaching writing since it gives 

the students chance to dig their own ideas on what to write, 

share ideas with peer students, develop ideas, learn to critisize 

and accept critisms and promote effective team work. By 

using TPS the students will be easy to  brainstorm ideas to 

                                                             
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Slavin, Op,Cit.  



 
 

31 

write and explore the details. They will write sistematically in 

an organized way. 

 

2. Procedure of Teaching Writing by Using Cooperative 

Learning Method Type Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 

There are some procedures of teaching by using 

cooperative learning Think-Pair-Share (TPS), one of them that 

suitable for teaching writing are as follows: 

1. Giving time to the students to think 

2. Organizing the students into pair 

3. Asking students to discuss with the partner and share their 

thinking 

4. Calling on a few students to share their ideas with the rest 

of the class
47

 

Based on the procedure of teaching writing by using 

cooperative learning, it can be concluded that firstly the 

teacher need to choose the appropriate material for teaching, 

then asks students to make small group or can be in pairs. 

After that, the students are trained to write by changing ideas 

with their friend. The teacher monitors students‟ writing 

activity and gives a solution if there is a problem in writing. In 

the end, the teacher need to clarify whether or not the 

students‟ writing is done correctly by giving some feedbacks. 

The researcher will do treatment of cooperative 

learning method in this research three times. The teaching and 

learning process will be focused on writing descriptive text. 

The material of first treatment is descriptive text about person, 

the second treatment is place for vacation and the last material 

is hystorical building. The students are asked to write 

descriptive text and learn how to arrange word of word to 

                                                             
47

 Agus Suprijono, Cooperative Learning, (Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 

2010), 110 
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become meaningful sentences. They will do this with group 

cooperatively. 

 

3. Advantages of Using Cooperative Learning Method 

Think Pair Share (TPS) 

There are some advantages of using cooperative 

learning method in teaching learning, they are as follows: 

1. Building positive interdependence. 

2. Building individual accountability. 

3. Giving opportunity to the students to think together. 

4. Increasing their sense of involvement. 

5. Benefiting students in the areas of peer acceptance, peer 

support, academic achievement and self-esteem. 

6. Promoting the effectiveneness of teamwork.
48

 

The conclusion for this advantage is that the students 

could have such a power to tell and solve their problem in 

learning which is this problem may caused frustration. 

Cooperative learning method teaches the students how to 

collaborate, support, and help each others. By using 

cooperative learning in teaching, the teacher would not be so 

difficult to teach, because the students are allowed to help 

each other. 

 

4. Disadvantages of Using Cooperative Learning Method 

Think Pair Share (TPS) 

The use of cooperative learning in teaching learning 

process has many advantages, but there are also disadvantages 

of this method as follows: 

1. It may be rejected personally by the students who wants to 

do their task alone or individual. 

                                                             
48 Lyman Frank, Op,Cit. 
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2. The students cannot learn independently.
49

 

There are two disadvantages of using cooperative 

learning method, it is possible will be rejected by the students 

who wants to finish or learn their task alone, because there 

must be some students who usually finish their task 

individually. The use of cooperative learning method can 

caused the students cannot do their task in the classroom 

independently, because they often help by their friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
49 Ibid. 
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