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ABSTRACT 

Figurative language appears frequently in every literary work and is used 

by authors for special meanings and effects. Previously, many studies were related 

to the analysis of figurative language in literary works such as novels, poetry, 

songs, etc. Furthermore, in the learning process, figurative language analysis in 

poetry and songs is more often performed than figurative analysis. language in the 

film. In fact, there are also many figurative languages that can be found in the 

film. 

The purpose of this study is divided into two parts. The first objective is to 

determine the kinds of figurative language used in the film. The second objective 

is to explain the meaning of figurative language in the film. 

This research approach is a qualitative research approach because it is 

designed to obtain information about the various figurative languages in the film 

“Big Hero 6” and their meanings. While the technique used in this research is the 

content analysis technique. In analyzing figurative language in this 

study,researchers used the theory of Abrams (1999). 

The research results found 5 figurative languages for 23 utterances. In 

addition, the researcher also found differences in the meanings of each figurative 

language according to the context and situation when it was spoken. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Research Background  

Language facilitates us to communicate with others. Besides, we can 

express our feeling or idea by using language. There are many differences 

between language used in daily life and language in literature. It has many 

unique and unusual expressions. There are many kinds of unusual expressions, 

and it called literature.
1
 

Literature is one of the many ways to express feelings, emotions, and 

experiences. Expression of literature is not only limited by the standard 

literary works, such as poetry or poetry. At present time, the scope of literature 

has been undeniably developing. It is no longer emphasized on whether or not 

it is written or spoken forms. Also, it does only focus on the conventional 

notions saying that literature should be imaginative and use beautiful and 

refined language. Literature has now covered those works either written or 

spoken words, either imaginative or unimaginative words, either using 

beautiful language or common language, either using verbal language or 

nonverbal language yet. It covers a very large scope. Literature admits 

nonfictional works like speech, essay, biography, sermon, letter, critique, to be 

forms of literary works. Even, literature has included comics or films as parts 

of it.
2
Literature divided into two groups. They are Literature of knowledge 

and literature (Informative) as entertaining or literature of power 

(Imaginative).
3
 The researcher of imaginative language uses figurative 

language in their writing. It provides the feelings and thoughts. 

By learning the figurative language, we as students who will become 

teachers can get benefits both for ourselves and for our students in the future. 

Figurative language describes something by comparing it to something else. 

                                                           
1
 Sapir, Edward, Language,(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1921),p.221. 

2
Nuriadi,Theory of Literature: An Introduction,(Mataram: Arga Puji Press, 2016),p.7. 

3
Jones Jr, Edward H,Outline of literature: short story, story; novel and poem,(New York: 

The Macmillan Company, 1968),p.1. 
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This type of description brings writing to life. Understanding the different 

types of figurative language is an important part of student education. There 

are many fun activities that teachers can use in class to get students to 

understand and create figurative language. Figurative languageis a distortionof 

language use by speakers of understanding the language used everyday 

(ordinary), deviations from thestandard language, or distortion sense of the 

word, adeviation of a series of words in order to obtain some special 

meaning.figurative language consists of 16 figurative languages.
4
 

An author conveys a different way to express and describe something likes 

idea, theme, and author‟s feeling. The author uses the situation and condition 

of fact. The author use language to write literary work. By studying literature, 

students not only learn about language skills such as reading, listening, 

writing, speaking, vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation but also aesthetic 

purposes includes language enrichment. In understanding the literary work, it 

would be easier if students can examine a literary work, such as novels, 

poems, and others according to its elements. It can make the reader in a 

positive effect. Figurative language is also used to make a word or phrase into 

a more beautiful, more attractive, and clarify the picture. Hyperbole, 

metaphor, simile, personification, and irony are types of figurative language 

that use figures of speech. Figurative language is used not only in poetry, but 

also in the lyrics, poetry, and film screenplays. 

This time, the film is growing rapidly, especially in Indonesia. People 

interested in watching movies in English. That is the reason why the subtitle is 

usually provided in the film to help people understand and understand the 

intent of the film. There are two different ways of communication: verbal and 

non-verbal. Verbal communication is the process of sending and receiving 

messages using words to exchange information. While the non-verbal 

communication does not use words either spoken or written to exchange 

information. In the verbal and non-verbal communication of course implies 

implicit and explicit meaning. The explicit meaning is directly and clearly 

                                                           
4
Abrams MH,A glossary of literary terms,8th edition,(Boston: Wadsworth, 1999), p.8. 
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expressed or indicated in the text, while the implicit meaning is not expressed 

or implied expressively from the text. 

Movie is the entertainment for the people. Most the people have watched 

the movies. There are many kinds of movie, they are horor, romantic, action, 

and cartoon. The movie is not only be a source of entertainment, but also it 

can be a source of education. Communication, like dialogue is the most 

important parts in the movie. Sir John Pollock assumed that “A play as a work 

of art composed of work spoken or motion performed by imagined characters 

and having a subject, action, development, climax, and conclusion”. 

The Film Big Hero 6 selected as the object of study for researchers 

interested in Baymax as movie characters Big Hero 6. Baymax as movie 

characters Big Hero 6 has a heart for the rescue and care about people. In this 

film, the researchers also found some figurative language spoken by each 

character in the movie Big Hero 6. Therefore, researchers interested in 

analyzing this movie. Besides that, this film also received a lot of positive 

criticism from other media and has a good story setting. The film is interesting 

to watch or analyzed. 

Due to interest in the study of figurative language, this study focused on 

figurative languages and it‟s meaning which is used mainly in the Big Hero 6 

movie. The previous research about analysis of figurative language was done 

by RinaDwiYatma (2015) entitled “A study on figurative languages used in 

Short stories written by O. Henry”. Her research explains the kinds of 

figurative language in O. Henry‟s selected short stories, to describe the 

meaning and the message of figurative language in O. Henry‟s selected short 

stories. Besides, the research is done by Risalatunni‟ mah (2015) entitle 

“Figurative language found in Cristina Perry‟s lyrics of songs”. Her research 

use songs of Christina Perry as an object of her research.  The other previous 

research is done by Anita DwiWahyuni (2013) entitle “Figurative Language 

found in Kahlil Gibran‟s Poem”. Her research explains about figurative 

language found in Kahlil Gibran‟s poem. 
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The comparison of this thesis with the three other kinds of research is the 

object of the research. The thesis of RinaDwiYatma uses short stories written 

by O. Henry as an object of her research, the research is done by 

Risalatunni‟mah uses songs of Christina Perry, and the thesis of Anita 

DwiWahyuni uses poems of Kahlil Gibran as an object of her research. While, 

in this research, the researcher uses the movie “Big Hero 6” as an object of the 

research. The similarity of this thesis with the three theses is the analysis of 

figurative language. 

B. Formulation of the Problems  

From the background of the study, the problems of this study are 

stated as follows:  

1. What kinds of figurative language used in the Big Hero 6 movie? 

2. What are the meanings of figurative language in the Big Hero 6 

movie? 

C. Objectives of the Research 

From the background of the thesis, the writer has objective of 

study.The objective of the study are: 

1. Identify the kind of figurative language used in the Big Hero 6 

movie. 

2. To explain the meanings of figurative language with the situation 

when it‟s said. 

D. Limitation of the Problem  

To prevent any misunderstanding or misinterpretation, the writers 

provide limits and the problem in this research. A limitation of this study 

is the writer is analyze the figurative language used in the movie “ Big 

Hero 6 “ based on Abrams MH, A glossary of literary terms,8th edition. 

The dialogue in the film is a major focus of which will be analyzed by the 

researchers. 
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E. Use of the Research 

After the completion of this thesis, the writers hope this thesis provides the 

benefit of: 

1. In practical terms, this study contributes to the lecturer in English in 

their English teaching process, and provide additional knowledge for 

students and a lecturer in English. 

2. Theoretically, this study adds to the linguistic literature about 

figurative language. 

3. To enrich students‟ knowledge in understanding figurative language, 

especially the figurative language used in the movie Big Hero 6. 

 

F. Scope of the Research 

1. The subject of the research 

This research subject is the movie Big Hero 6. 

2. The object of the research 

The object of this research is the figurative language in the film 

BigHero 6. 

3. The time of the research 

The research will be conducted in the academic year 2020/2021. 

G. Significance of Study  

The result of this research is expected to be useful for the readers in 

order to know and understand about the kinds and meaning of figurative 

language. In addition, it is also expected to enrich the students‟ knowledge 

in the field of literature, open their minds in interpreting any kind of 

literary works, and get a better understanding of figurative language. It can 

help students improve their writing, to make the words they use. In the 

communication will be easier for students to understand when they hear 

someone who uses figurative language. can analyze the hidden meaning or 

message to be conveyed by the speaker. Moreover, the result of this 

research is expected to be used as a reference for the teachers who want to 
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teach their students about literature especially the use of figurative 

language. Furthermore, the researcher hopes that this research can be used 

by further researchers as a reference in conducting research related to the 

topic in the same field of literature. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Language   

Language is a communication of human life. Language is used to 

interact, to get information, to communicate with other people. Otherwise, 

people need language to express their feelings, ideas, thoughts, and 

imaginations. Language can be spoken or written. Journals, newspapers, 

novels, poetry, and manuscripts are defined as the written language. Also, 

spoken language can be found in conversations, dialogues, speeches 

andsongs. 

Language is the backbone of society. It is one of the major 

characteristics of being human. Without it we would not know the world 

as we know it today. Literally everything that humanity has achieved 

would not have taken place without language. Consequently, to study 

language and all that it means in society is one of the major challenges that 

I believe we have before us today.
5
 

Language gives us the spirit and symbolic expressions. Language 

facilitates us to communicate with others. Besides, we can express our 

feeling or idea by using language. There are many differences between 

language used in daily life and language in literature. It has many unique 

and unusual expressions. In a communication process, the speaker always 

sends a message to the recipient. The sender not only uses direct 

expressions but also uses indirect expressions to make the speech sound 

good and interesting. An indirect expression means that the literal meaning 

of the utterance is different from the figurative meaning. This figurative 

meaning has been studied by linguists in literature studies. A figurative 

language is an imaginative tool in ordinary literature and communication 

that is used to explain speech outside of normal usage. A language that 

                                                           
5
Perry, Fred L,Research in applied Linguistics,(New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum 

Associates, Inc, 2008), p.4. 
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uses figures of speech is called 'figurative language' and its purpose is to 

serve the three elements of clarity, forward, and beauty in language. Sapir 

stated that there are many kinds of unusual expressions, and it called 

literature.
6
 

B. Literature   

Literature is a way to find the beauty of words of great writers. 

Literature teaches us the truth about our lives. Literature is very important 

to read, and so what they say must be important. Literature is an important 

part of our education. Literature means any and all fiction, poetry, drama, 

and essays.
7
 Moreover, Stanford states that many students responded to the 

question “Why do you read Literature?” in a wide variety of ways. The 

following comments are representative:   

Elayne Mercier said that we read literature to find the beauty of words 

of great writers. Literature like Shakespeare and Rick Mcdougal also said 

that Literature is very important to read, because those writers have lasted 

through a lot of years, and so what they say must be important. Otherwise, 

they would have been forgotten. We read literature because it is an 

important part of our education. Like history is one part and math is one 

part and literature is one path.
8
 

There are three principal types or genres of literature: fiction, poetry, 

and drama.
9
Literary notes and realize the thoughts and feelings of a man 

for centuries, preserving for us the minds of those who lived before us, 

which we like and do not like us, which we can measure our shared 

humanity and our historical differences. And when we read stories, poetry, 

and drama of those of our contemporaries, it illuminates the world we all 

share. 

                                                           
6
Sapir, Edward,Language,(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1921),p.221. 

7
Stanford, Judith A. 2003,Responding to Literature,(New York: McGraw Hill, 2003),p.1. 

8
Ibid, p.3. 

9
Hall, Donald, To Read Literature,fifth edition, (New York: 383 Madison Avenue, 

1928),p.28. 
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Let me argue this: if literature is nebulous or inexact; if it is 

impossible to determine, with scientific precision, the value or the 

meaning of a work of art, this inexactness is the price literature pays for 

representing whole human beings. Human beings themselves, in their 

feelings and thoughts, in the wanderings of their short lives, are 

ambiguous and ambivalent, shifting mixtures of permanence and change, 

direction and disorder.Because literature is true to life, true to the 

complexities of human feeling, different people will read the same work 

with different responses. And literary art will sometimes affirm that 

opposite things are both true because they are.
10

 

C. Characteristic 

Characteristics describe or identifies qualities or traits, and often 

stresses the typical nature of the qualities mentioned but is likely also 

indicated that they distinguish the item described.
11

 Definition of 

characteristic is showing the character, or distinctive qualities or traits, of a 

person or thing. Characteristic definitely is a feature or quality that makes 

somebody or something recognizable, also distinguishing or representative 

of a particular person or thing.
12

 

Characteristic a distinguishing feature or quality, Generosity is his 

chief characteristic. A feature that helps to identify, tell apart, or describe 

recognizable, a distinguishing trait. Trait is distinguishing characteristic or 

quality, especially of one‟s personal nature, while character is the group of 

features, traits and characteristic that from the individual nature of some 

person or thing. The characteristic, a distinguishing traits, quality, or 

property, an element of character, that which characterized.  

 

 

 

                                                           
10

Ibid, p.28. 
11

 Dramatica: A New Theory of Story by Fourth Edition, Screenplay Systems 

Incorporated, 2001, online @ dramatica.com; Tenth Anniversary Edition, write Brothers, inc., 

2004, ISBN 091897304X 
12

 Dr.Soejono Soekanto, S.H, M.A Kamus sosiologi Edisi Baru Jakarta: PT Raja Grafindo 

Persada 1993, p.64 
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D. The Concept of Figurative Language  

Figurative language is language that uses figures of speech. A 

figureof speech is a way of saying something other than the literal 

meaning of theword. Figure of speech maybe said to occur whenever a 

speaker or writer, forthe sake of freshness or emphasis, departs from the 

usual denotations of words.
13

 Figurative language is one style or figure of 

speech which is a way to say something other than the literal sense of the 

word. Standard meaning, as opposed to its meaning in figurative use, 

called the literal sense.  

The term figurative language is the striking deviation from what the 

language user understands as the standards meaning, in order to gain a 

special meaning and effects.
14

 That was also stated by Perrine that 

explains a figurative language is a language using figures of speech and it 

cannot be taken literally. A figure of speech is any way of saying 

something other than the ordinary way, it is also explained as a way of 

saying one thing and another meaning. Language employs various figures 

of speech. Some examples are simile, metaphor, personification, 

metonimy, symbol, allegory, paradox, overstatement (hyperbole), 

understatement, irony, and allusions.
15

 This means that when someone 

says something, sometime they don‟t mean it. There is an implied 

meaning of what they are talking about.  

Meanwhile, according to Pradopo, there are many kinds of 

figurative language.
16

 However, they have one thing in commons that 

figurative language associates something by connecting it with something 

else. The use of figurative language is to express an idea through special 

languages which shows the authors‟ personality. According to Abrams 

                                                           
13

Kennedy X J,Literature: an Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama Second 

Edition,(Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1979),p.187. 
14

Abrams MH,A glossary of literary terms,8th edition,(Boston: Wadsworth, 1996), p.96. 
15

Perrine L,Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense,10th edition, Wadsworth, 

2008, p.61. 
16

Pradopo RD, Pengkajian Puisi,13th edition,(Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada UniversityPress, 

2012), p.62. 
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figurative language consists of 16 figurative languages; they are 

alliteration, allegory, allusion, ambiguity, hyperbole, imagery, irony, 

metaphor, metonymy, onomatopoeia, paradox, personification, pun, 

simile, synecdoche, and understatement.
17

 Meanwhile, Perrine assumes 

that figurative language consists of 12 types.
18

 There are many figurative 

languages that commonly appear and are used by the author in their 

work. Based on the description above, it can be concluded that figurative 

language makes writing more attractive and valuable. 

A figurative or rhetorical figure, or a scheme (from the Greek word 

for "form"), in which the deviation from the standard use is not primarily 

in the sense of the words, but in the order of syntactic patterns of words. 

This distinction is not a sharp one, nor do all critics agree on its 

application. For convenience of exposition, however, the most commonly 

identified tropes are treated here, and the most commonly identified 

figures of speech are collected in the article rhetorical figures. For recent 

opposition to the basic distinction between the literal and the figurative, 

see metaphor, theories.
19

 

D. Types of Figurative Language  

 

This research focuses on analyzing figurative language that used the 

movie script “Big Hero 6”. According to Abrams, Figurative language has 

many kinds, which included:
20

 

a. Simile   

Simile is a comparison of two things, indicated by some 

connective, usually like, as, than, or a verb such as resembles. In the 

words, the simile is an indirect comparison of two things, which are 

                                                           
17

Abrams MH,A glossary of literary terms,8th edition,(Boston: Wadsworth, 1999), p.8. 
18

Perrine, L,Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense,10th edition, Wadsworth, 

2008, p.61. 
19

Abrams MH,A Glossary of Literary Terms Seventh Edition, United States of America, 

1999,p.97. 
20

Abrams MH,A glossary of literary terms,8th edition,(Boston: Wadsworth, 1999), p.8. 
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unlike in their sense.
21

Simile is an expression of comparing things 

which are absolutely different. Simile is the comparison of two things, 

indicated by the use of word or phrase such as like, as, than, similar to, 

resembles or seems. Meanwhile, the comparison in metaphor is 

implied.
22

Simile is the simplest kind of figurative language, and it‟s 

usually used in the poem.
23

Example: “You dance like a rat school“. In 

the example using conjunctions like. The word "dance" is compared to 

a school rat. This means that dancing is beautiful like a mouse being 

given dance lessons at school. 

b. Metaphor   

Metaphor asserts the identity, without a connective such as “like” 

or a verb such a appears, of terms that are literarily incompatible.
24

The 

only distinction between simile and metaphor is the use of connective 

word.
25

 In metaphor the figurative term is identified with the literal 

term. Metaphor implies a comparison between two different things that 

have one or more points by talking about one thing in another or by 

identifying one thing with another. According to pradopo the 

difference between simile and metaphor is a metaphor doesn‟t use the 

comparison words “as”, “like”, etc. however, metaphor sees something 

with other material intermediaries.
26

Example: „youare the 

handsomeman in my village‟. It means that you is the most 

handsomeman compare with other man in their village.  

 

                                                           
21

Kennedy, X.J,&Gioia, D,Literature an introduction to fiction, poetry, and drama,sixth 

edition, Wesleyan University: Harper Collins College Publishers, 1995,p.680. 
22

Perrine, Laurence,Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.61. 
23

Pradopo, R.D, Pengkajian Puisi, 13th edition,(Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada 

UniversityPress, 2012), p.62. 
24

Barnet, S., Burton, W., & Cain, W.E, An introduction to literature: Fiction, Poetry, and 

drama,(New York: Pearson Longman, 2008),p.672. 
25

Perrine, Laurence, Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.62. 
26

Pradopo, R.D, Pengkajian Puisi, 13th edition. (Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada 

UniversityPress, 2012), p.66. 
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c. Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is exaggeration expression in the service of truth.
27

 In 

line with Perrine, Keraf explain hyperbole as a kind of figure speech 

that has overstatement by raising a matter.
28

Hyperbole is the type of 

figurative language which has the style of language in expressing 

something exaggeratedly, contains excessive statement or effect, not 

the truth. It consists of exaggeration statement in such amount: size, 

nature, and quality in order to the speakers want to give stressing on 

their statement or situation.  

Hyperbole is a bold overstatement or the extravagant exaggeration 

of fact or of possibility.
29

Example: Boys only want love if its 

torture.She doesn‟t claim that men want to be tormented literally in a 

romantic relationship. She uses hyperbole to claim that men prefer 

difficult, dramatic relationships. 

d. Personification    

Personification is an expression of giving the attributes of human 

being to an animal, an object or a concept. It is subtype of metaphor, 

and implied comparison in which the figurative term of comparison is 

always a human being.
30

 Meanwhile, Pradopo states that 

personification identifies non-human with a human. The objects are 

made they can think, smell, etc. the point of personification is to reveal 

the abstract ideas to inanimate objects, or aspect of nature described as 

if they were human.
31

Personification is the figurative language that 

describes non-life things or non-human object abstraction of ideas able 

                                                           
27

Perrine, Laurence, Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.102. 
28

Keraf, G, Diksi dan Gaya Bahasa, 11th edition,(Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 

2000), p.135. 
29

Abrams, M.H, A glossary of literary term seventh edition,(Cornell Universit.: Thomson 

Learning, 1999),p.120. 
30

Perrine, Laurence, Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.64. 
31

Pradopo, R.D, Pengkajian Puisi. 13th edition,(Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada 

UniversityPress, 2012), p.75. 
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to act like a human being.
32

Example: “The star smiled at me”.In the 

example, the 'star' is an object or non-human and acts like a human. 

So, the star can not smile like humans. 

e. Metonymy  

Metonymy is the use of something closely related to the thing 

actually meant.
33

 Metonymy is a figurative use of words closely 

associated with other words. That is metonymy is closely related to the 

names of objects, people, or characterized as the thing itself. In line 

with Perrine, Keraf explain metonymy as a figure of speech that uses a 

term to claim another term because they have very close 

correlation.
34

Metonymy is a close relationship that uses the name of 

things, a person, or characteristic as something itself.Example: „Juliet 

is riding her, Mio‟.It means that Mio is a motorcycle. Juliet does not 

use the word motorcycle, but she uses the label of motorcycle. 

f. Allegory 

Allegory is a figure of speech in which abstract idea and principles 

are described in terms of characters, figures, and events. Perrine states 

allegory as something that has meaning beneath from its description. 

Meanwhile, Keraf explain allegory is a short narrative or description 

that has figurative language. It means that the description has different 

meaning from its description. 

In the allegory, each element is part of an interdependent system 

that tells a clear, separate, complete didactic story on the purely 

figurative level”. “A major problem with allegory is the difficulty of 

making both levels meaning (the concrete and the figurative) equally 

                                                           
32

Keraf, Gorys, Diksidan Gaya Bahasa,(Jakarta: PT. GramediaPustakaUtama, 

2009),p.140. 
33

Perrine, Laurence, Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.67. 
34

Keraf, G, Diksi dan Gaya Bahasa, 11th edition,(Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 

2000), p.142. 
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interesting.It means that Allegory has a figurative meaning. It means 

the story or event has an abstract meaning. It needs to know the 

context verbal in understanding clearly. Context verbal locates around 

the figurative language that has an allegory statement. In 

understanding the Allegory, it has the difficulty of making the meaning 

as concrete as the event.Example: Animal Farm. The surface of the 

story is about a group of farm animals who rise up, drive people away, 

and try to run their own farm. The actions of animals on livestock are 

used to expose the greed and corruption of the revolution. It also 

illustrates how a strong person can change the ideology of society. 

g. Alliteration 

 

Alliteration is the occurance of the same letter at the beginning of 

words. According to Abrams, alliteration is the repetition of a speech 

sound in a sequence of nearby.
35

 Alliteration is usually used by 

companies or persons that the name is easy to remember. Example: 

Deep into that darkness peering, long I stood there wondering, fearing, 

doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before; in 

this quote, the writer repeats the “d” sound in “doubting”, “dreaming”, 

“dreams”, “dared”, and “dreams”. These words have the same first 

letter word and produces alliteration.  

 

h. Allusion  

 

Allusion is a figures of speech that refer to places, events, or 

people. Moreover, Abrams explain allusion as a passing reference 

without explicit identification not only to a literary or historical person, 

place, or event but also another literary work or passage.
36

 Moreover, 

according to keraf allusion is a reference that suggests the similarities 

                                                           
35

Abrams, M.H, A glossary of literary term. seventh edition. (Cornell Universit.: 

Thomson Learning, 1999),p.8. 
36

Ibid, p.9. 
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between persons, places, or events.
37

 Example: I was surprised his 

nose wasn‟t growing like Pinocchios‟. This utterance refers to the story 

of Pinocchio, where his nose grows every time he lies. 

 

i. Ambiguity  

 

Ambiguity is a statement that contain more than one meaning. 

According to Abrams, the usage of ambiguity is applied to fault in 

style.
38

 It‟s the usage of a single expression to signify more than one 

different references or to express two or more diverse attitudes or 

feelings. Example: you should bring wine or beer and dessert. What 

the speaker means is we can bring just wine, wine and dessert, or beer 

and dessert. 

 

j. Antithesis 

 

Antithesis is a statement in which two opposite ideas are put 

together in a sentence to make a contrasting effect. Abrams defines 

that antithesis is a contrast or opposition in the meanings of phrases or 

clauses that close together and make parallelism.
39

Example: To be, or 

not to be, that is the question. Whether ‟tis Nobler in the mind to suffer 

The Slings and Arrows of outrageous Fortune, Or to take Arms against 

a Sea of troubles, And by opposing, end them? From this example, “To 

be, or not to be” being a simple term that give opposite meaning to 

achieve contrasting effect. 

 

k. Irony  

 

Irony is an expression that has meaning extends beyond its use 

merely as figure of speech. This is the difference between appearance 

and reality. That may also be a situation that may end more peacefully 

                                                           
37

Keraf G, Diksi dan Gaya Bahasa, 11th edition,(Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 

2000), p.141. 
38

Abrams, M.H, A glossary of literary term seventh edition,(Cornell Universit.: Thomson 

Learning, 1999),p.10. 
39

Ibid, p.11. 
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than is usually anticipated. There are three types of irony: verbal irony, 

situational irony and dramatic irony. Verbal irony occurs when a 

speaker says something that contrasts with their actual meaning. 

Dramatic irony occurs when the audience has more information than 

the characters in a work of literature. Irony of the situation is 

composed of a situation in which the result is quite different than 

expected.Example: But Brutus says he was ambitious.And Brutus is an 

honorable man.In this quote, the example of irony is verbal irony, 

since Mark Antony is in factimplying that Brutus is neither ambitious 

nor honorable. 

l. Understatement  

 

Understatement is saying less than one means that may exist in 

what someone says and how they saiy it.
40

 This is the opposite of 

overstatement that has meaning to say less than the truth. This has the 

effect to draw the reader into the writer heroic calmness.Example: “I 

think that they have a different opinion on the matter”.It means that 

two people are having a  heated argument. 

 

m. Paradox  

 

Paradox is an apparent contradiction that is, nevertheless, 

something true. It may be either situation or statement.
41

 It is 

seemingly like contradictory and silly statement but may include a 

latent truth. Moreover, Keraf states paradox as a figure of speech that 

contain a real contradiction with the facts.
42

Example: I must be cruel to 

be kind. In this play, Hamlet is talking about his mother. He does not 

want his mother become the beloved of a man who has killed his 

                                                           
40

Perrine, Laurence, Literature Sound and Sense,(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Javanovich 

Publisher, 1977),p.102. 
41

Ibid, p.101. 
42

Keraf G, Diksi dan Gaya Bahasa, 11th edition,(Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 

2000), p.136. 
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father. So, he thinks that become murder to kill him will be good for 

his mother. 

 

n. Pun 

 

The pun is a play on words to produce humorous effect by using a 

word that suggest two or more meaning or by exploiting similar sound 

of words that has different meaning. In addition, Abrams states a pun 

as a play on words which has identical sound (homonyms) or very 

similar sound but has very different meaning.
43

Moreover, Keraf  

defines that pun is a figure of speech by using resemble 

sound.
44

Example: „You see the earth takes twenty-four hours to turn 

round on its axis‟ „Talking of axes,‟ said the Duchess, „chop off her 

head!‟ In this example of a pun, Alice is trying to impress the Duchess 

when she uses the word “axis,” though, the Duchess makes the 

homophonic connection to “axes” and calls for Alice‟s execution. 

 

o. Synecdoche  

 

Synecdoche is the use of the part for the whole.
45

 Inaddition, 

synecdoche is the use of a thing to stand for the whole of it or vice 

versa. Synecdoche is divided into two parts; they are Pars pro toto and 

Totem pro parte. Example: The Lady or the Tiger? His eye met hers as 

she sat there paler and whiter than anyone in the vast ocean of anxious 

faces about her. The word “faces” refers to people. 

p. Onomatopoeia   

“Onomatopoeia” is naming an action or a thing according to what 

it sounds like.
46

 Example: “Thonk! Thunk! Went his feet…Birds 
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twittered and tweeted.This sentence includes onomatopoeia. “Thonk” 

and “Thunk” are naming of birds according to what it sounds like.   

E. Previous Study  

 

Previous research is the research that was found by the researcher 

before. The writer of this thesis tried to present some relevant studies 

orresearch for this thesis. This was supposed to be a comparison and 

understanding knowledge of the figurative language.This research covers 

about kinds of figurative language, meanings, and messages that we found 

in the movie script “ Big Hero 6 ”. The previous research was presented by 

the researcher to provide the originality of this research. Especially, the 

research deals with the figurative language.  The previous research is done 

by RinaDwiYatma (2015) in “A study on figurative languages used in 

Short stories written by O. Henry”. Her research explains the kinds of 

figurative language in O. Henry‟s selected short stories, to describe the 

meaning and the message of figurative language in O. Henry‟s selected 

short stories. 

Her research comes to the conclusion that she found simile 8 data, 

pleonasm 6 data, hyperbola 5 data, rhetoric 5 data, repetition 4 data, 

metaphor 2 data, ellipsis 2 data, metonymy 1 data, asyndeton 1 data, 

aptronym 1 data, euphemism 1 data, and litotes 1 data. Based on kinds of 

figurative language that found the writer in 4 short stories by O. Henry, the 

writer would like to conclude that every kind of figurative language has a 

different meaning based on the content of the short story, and based on the 

finding the writer found two kinds of the message from 4 short stories by 

O. Henry, there are moral message and social message. Another research is 

done by Risalatunni‟mah (2015) entitle “Figurative language found in 

Cristina Perry‟s lyrics of songs”. Her research use songs of Christina Perry 

as an object of her research.  

Based on the finding and analysis of the figurative language found 

on Cristina Perry‟s lyrics of songs, the researcher found 9 kinds of 
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figurative language. They are (1) hyperbole, (2) rhetoric, (3) 

personification, (4) repetition, (5) paradox, (6) allegory, (7) irony, (8) 

parallelism, and (9) litotes. And hyperbole is the most figurative language 

in this song. The other previous research is done by Anita DwiWahyuni 

(2013) entitle “Figurative Language found in Kahlil Gibran‟s Poem”. Her 

research explains about figurative language found in Kahlil Gibran‟s 

poem.  

She found 9 language styles. There are (1) personification, (2) 

metonymy, (3) repetition, (4) symbolism, (5) understatement, (6) 

metaphor, (7) hyperbole, (8) pleonasm, and (9) simile. The dominant in 

her research is a personification; there are 13 lines found in Kahlil 

Gibran‟s Selected Poem. Further, metonymy found 1 line, repetition found 

4 lines, symbolism found 8 lines, understatement found 1 line, metaphor 

found 5 lines, hyperboles found 10 lines, pleonasm found 2 lines, and 

simile found 2 lines.  The comparison of this thesis with the three types of 

research is the object of the research. The thesis of RinaDwiYatma uses 

short stories written by O. Henry as an object of her research, the research 

is done by Risalatunni‟mah uses songs of Christina Perry, and the thesis of 

Anita DwiWahyuni uses poems of Kahlil Gibran as an object of her 

research. While, in this research, the researcher uses the movie script “Big 

Hero 6” as an object of the research. The similarity of this thesis with the 

three theses is the analysis of figurative language. 

F. Big Hero 6 Movie  

This movie is an animated film produced by Walt Disney 

Animation Studios and released by Walt Disney Pictures on November 7, 

2014. The film tells about a young robotics expert named Hiro Hamada 

who formed a team of superheroes to fight the masked villain. The story is 

about how to love and care for one another, and also how to build 

relationships with each other. The film became the best-selling animated 

movie of 2014. The film won the Academy Award for Best Animated 

Film Award and Children‟s options for favorite Animated Movie. The film 
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also received nominations for the Annie Award for Best Animated Film, 

the Golden Globe Award for Best Animated Feature Film, and a BAFTA 

Award for Best Animated Feature Film. The film was directed by Don 

Hall. The researcher presumes that there are many kinds of figurative 

language in the conversation of this movie. Therefore, the researcher is 

interested in analyzing this movie. Besides, this movie also gets a lot of 

positive criticisms from other media and has a good story setting. This 

movie is interesting either to be watched or to be analyzed. 

G. The Use of figurative language 

Figurative language is a type of literary work that places more 

emphasis on connotative meaning than literary. It is a language that uses 

words or phrases with different meanings from the literal interpretation. 

This can be found in literature and poetry where the writing appeals to the 

senses. This can be done by assigning a word with a specific meaning, by 

comparing two things in such a way that we find an interesting 

comparison, or by using words that have an unusual construction or sound. 

This is indicated by figures of speech that compare, exaggerate, or show 

other meanings of the meaning of the first appearance. 

The use of figure of speech either in education or the other is 

expected to assist in writing. Especially for students, both novel writer and 

poet. Figurative language is used in any form of communication, such as 

in daily conversation, articles in newspaper, advertisements, novels, 

poems, etc. Speech is not a tool to express what proved untrue. Indeed, 

they often reveal the truth that can not be communicated by a more literary 

language, they call attention to the truth of the sort, and they gave 

emphasis. The reason we use figurative language is that we can say what 

we want to say more clearly and powerfully by number rather than to say 

directly, and we can get a lot more out of it with figurative statements than 

with literal statements. Figurative language offers another way to add an 

extra dimension to the language. 
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Figurative language often provides more effective meaning than 

direct statements. In this condition, there are several reasons for this 

effectiveness, namely (1) the figurative language provides imaginative 

pleasure, (2) A figures of speech are a way to bring additional imagery 

into poetry, make abstract poetry concrete and more sensual, (3) A figures 

are a way of adding emotional intensity to informative statements and 

conveying attitudes along with information, (4) A figures of speech are the 

effective meaning of concentration, a way of saying things in a short 

compass. 
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