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ABSTRACT 

 

Reading is an active process of language skills, where the reader 

should comprehend the text well. Most of the students usually faced 

difficulties when they were doing reading exercises. This research 

only focused on analyzing the student’s difficulty aspects in 

comprehending English reading exercises. Based on the preliminary 

research, it showed that the students still faced difficulties in 

comprehending reading exercises related to their aspects 

understanding to answer the exercises. Therefore, this research about 

student’s difficulty in comprehending English reading exercises of the 

eleventh grade of MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo in the academic year of 

2021/2022.  

Descriptive qualitative research design was employed in this research. 

The eleventh grade of science two took as a sample because they had 

lower score in reading than other classes by using purposive sampling 

technique, which consisted of 30 students. Then, document analysis 

and questionnaire used to collect the data. Besides, the three major 

phases of data analysis are data condensation, data display and 

drawing conclusion or verification. 

After analyzing the data, the result showed that there were four 

difficulty aspects faced by students in comprehending reading 

exercises. There were 70% students faced difficulty aspect in 

determining main idea, 66% students faced difficulty aspect in 

inference, 50% students faced difficulty aspect in detail (specific 

information of text), 75% students faced difficulty aspect in 

vocabulary. Thus, the most difficulty aspects faced by the students in 

comprehending English reading exercises was vocabulary aspect. 

  

Keywords: Difficulty Aspects in Reading Comprehension, 

Reading Exercises, Descriptive Qualitative Research 
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MOTTO 

 

 
For indeed, with hardship will be ease. Indeed, with hardship will be 

ease. (QS. Al-Insyirah: 5-6) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Affirmation 

The title of this research is AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ 

DIFFICULTIES IN COMPREHENDING ENGLISH READING 

EXERCISES AT THE ELEVENTH GRADE OF MA MA’ARIF 

NU 02 SIDOREJO. 

Analysis is an activity to observe something. Analysis used to 

understand and explain various problem and thing that are in it. 

Meanwhile, the analysis in this research discusses about the 

students’ difficulties in comprehending English reading exercises. 

Reading Exercises is a series of questions for measuring the 

students skill, knowledge, intelligence, of an individual or group. 

There are two types of question included in WH questions that are 

multiple choice and essay. The multiple choice and essay questions 

used at MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo, but essay questions used 

more frequently. 

The research analyzed the students difficulty in answering the 

questions of exercises. Based on the students worksheets as an 

instrument in this research, the exercises made by the teacher 

consists of four aspects of reading comprehension they were main 

idea, inference, detail, and vocabulary. 

 

B. Background of the Problem 

English is one of the foreign languages that are learned by 

Indonesian students starting from junior high school to university. 

It is important to learn English in the global era since English has 

become a universal language used in technology, science, 

education, etc. Besides that English as a foreign language in 

Indonesia has purpose to absorb and develop knowledge, 

technology,  and to build relation with other nations. So, it is 

important to learn English to help people’s need to find out 
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information and knowledge in every aspect such as, education, 

social, technology, and religion. 

English consists of several skill. Reading is one of skills 

taught in English language learning process besides speaking, 

listening, and writing. Reading is one of an active skill.
1
 Reading is 

a process to understand the information from the text, through 

reading the students can build up their knowledge. Therefore, 

reading is one of the skills learned by students. By mastering the 

reading skills to comprehend texts, textbooks, and references 

written in English, the learners are able to absorb information and 

knowledge.
2
 It means that teaching of reading is very important 

because it helps the learners to have good skill in comprehending 

an English text.  

Meanwhile, students have to comprehend the text to get 

message from their reading text in learning English. Besides, 

reading is one of the most important skills in English and should be 

mastered by students. Mickulecky and Jeffries in Ismail says 

reading is very important activity because it can develop students’ 

general language skills in English, it helped students think in 

English, their English vocabulary, and improve  their writing skills, 

and it can be a good way to get new ideas, facts, and experiences.
3
 

According to Moreillon, reading is an active process of how the 

students making meaning from reading text and visual information 

which requires a lot of practices and skills.
4
 It means that reading is 

a process getting information, to communicate, and build meaning 

from the written text that should be mastered by students in 

English. 

                                                           
1
 Frangoise Grellet, Developing Reading Skills: A Practical Guide to 

Reading Comprehension Exercises, (1981),  p.  260. 
2
 Hijril Ismail, Juang Kurniawan Syahruzah, and B. Basuki, “Improving the 

Students’ Reading Skill Through Translation Method”.   Journal of English Education 

2,  No. 2 (2017), p.  124–131. 
3
 Ibid, p. 125 

4
 Yustina Selong, “Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension Through 

the Use of Numbered Head Together (Nht) Technique".  Journal of English 

Educational Study (JEES), Vol. 2 No. 2 (2019), p. 78. 
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Reading comprehension is a complex process that involves 

many elements.
5
 According to Woolley , the objective of reading 

comprehension is to get an overall understanding what is explain in 

the text rather than to get the meaning from isolated words or 

sentences.
 6

  Therefore, students are expected to understand what 

information they get after reading and comprehend the text by 

expressing ideas, feelings, and opinions when they are in a group 

discussion while the teaching and learning process. It means that 

the goal of teaching reading comprehension is that the students are 

expected to be able to use and understand the text well, in order to 

the students can build a new idea from the text what they have 

read.  

Then, reading comprehension involves some questions in 

several forms. Reading comprehension exercises-types consist of 

finding main idea and supporting details, vocabulary knowledge of 

synonym and antonym, or answering detail questions.
7
 Referring to 

classroom activities, the problems of reading comprehension in 

doing essay in reading exercises have been a common issue in 

English as foreign language teaching learning setting for a long 

time.  Most of the students were unable to understand the meaning 

(Indonesian meaning) of the written text they read and they 

unfamiliar with the vocabularies in the text.
8
 It means that many 

students faced difficulties to comprehending reading exercises. 

MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo was chosen with one of the 

considerations that this phenomen might also happen to the 

students at the school. Therefore, the researcher did the preliminary 

study to make sure that the research is possible to be conducted in 

                                                           
5
 Riandry Fadilah Nasution, Eka Sustri Harida, and Sojuangon Rambe, 

“Reading Strategies Used By Successful Readers of English Department Students of 

State Institute for Islamic Studies Padangsidimpuan". TAZKIR: Jurnal Penelitian 

Ilmu-ilmu Sosial dan Keislaman, Vol. 4 No. 2 (2018), p.  263. 
6
 Gary Woolley, Reading Comprehension: Assisting Children with Learning 

Difficulties (Australia: Springer Science+Business Media, 2011), p. 15 
7
 Ibid., p.  13 

8
 Rohani Ganie, Deliana, and Rahmadsyah Rangkuti, “Reading 

Comprehension Problems on English Texts Faced By High School Students in 

Medan".  KnE Social Sciences  2019, p. 691 
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this school. The preliminary study was done by interviewing the 

English teacher of eleventh grade students about her class 

especially when the focus lesson in reading. Students of MA 

Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo have low scores in essay exercises. The 

preliminary study conducted on March 18th 2021, based on the 

teacher the students’ score of daily test score in essay exercises of 

reading skill, there are many students have not fulfilled the 

Minimum Criteria of Completeness (KKM) that is 70. According 

to the English teacher the mistakes resulted in their low reading 

achievement. The students get difficulty to convert the information 

that presented in the text exercises. This is a reason why students 

have low scores in reading exercises. 

Based on the interview, it can be concluded that there was not 

a readiness that a lot of eleventh grade students at MA Ma’arif NU 

02 Sidorejo have difficulty aspect in comprehending English 

reading exercises especially in WH questions in essay exercises. 

The teacher should know and help the students faced the difficulty 

in comprehending English reading exercises clearly. Therefore, the 

result of this research helped the English teacher to know about 

what students’ difficulty aspect in comprehending English reading 

exercises. So, the researcher conducted a research entitled “An 

Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending English 

Reading Exercises of the Eleventh Grade” 

 

C. Focus of the Research  

Considering all the facts that have been described in the 

background of the problem, the focus of the research was students’ 

difficulty aspect in comprehending English reading exercises of 

invitation card text of four aspects they are main idea, inference, 

detail, and vocabulary in context based on the exercises made by 

the teacher that become the data source of this research. 
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D. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on background above, the problem was formulated as 

the questions below: 

What is the most difficulty aspect faced by Eleventh Grade 

Students’ at MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo in comprehending 

English reading exercises of WH questions in essay? 

 

E. Objective of the Research 

Based on the formulation above, the objectives of the research 

are: 

To know the most difficulty aspect faced by Eleventh Grade 

Students’ at MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo in comprehending 

English reading exercises of WH questions in essay. 

 

F. Significance of the Research 

This research is expected to have some uses, as follows: 

1. Theoretically 

This research complemented the previous research and theories 

related to the students’ difficulty  aspect in comprehending 

English reading exercises of WH questions in essay. 

2. Practically 

a. For Students 

This research gave new information to the students’ about 

difficulty  aspect in comprehending English reading 

exercises of WH questions in essay, then after knew the the 

difficulty aspect they revised it and learnt more to get better 

result. 

b. For Teacher  

This research gave information to the English teacher to 

know about what and the dominant students difficulty aspect 

in comprehending English reading exercises of WH 
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questions in essay, the teacher used this findings as an 

evaluation for better result in teaching and learning process. 

c. Pedagogically 

This research gave new information about students’ about 

difficulty aspect in comprehending English reading exercises 

of WH questions in essay. 

 

G. Relevant Study 

There are also some researches related with students’ 

difficulties in comprehending English reading exercises. The first 

research conducted by Nurjanah that is “The Analysis on Students’ 

Difficulties in Doing Reading Comprehension Final Test”. From 

this research, the researcher found that the students’ difficulties in 

reading comprehension final test caused by vocabulary, especially 

the limited knowledge or mastery of vocabulary. The students are 

difficult to memorize new words and lack habit of reading of using 

new words. They keep using the words they are familiar with 

without realizing that this habit can cause less improvement in their 

language skill related to limited vocabulary knowledge.
9
 The 

difference of this research from Nurjanah’s research is the research 

was analyzed students’ difficulties in multiple choice questions. 

The second relevant research is the research  by Saraswati et 

al. That is “An Analysis of Students’ Reading Comprehension 

Difficulties of Eight Grade Students”. The researcher found that 

the students have difficulty  is all five aspects of reading 

comprehension that are determining main idea, locating reference, 

understanding vocabulary, making inference, and finding specific 

information.
10

 The difference of this research from Saraswati’s 

                                                           
9
 Ratih Laily Nurjanah, The Analysis on Students’ Difficulties in Doing 

Final Examination Final Test, (METATHESIS: Journal of English Language 

Literature and Teaching: 2018), p. 259. 
10

 N.K.R Saraswati, P. E. Dambayana and N.P.A Pratiwi, An Analysis of 

Students ’ Reading Comprehension Difficulties of Eighth Grade Students,  (Journal of 

IKA Undiksha: 2021), p. 37. 
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research is the research was analyzed students’ difficulties in text 

that usually related to the test questions. 

Moreover, the third relevant research is the research by 

Hidayati  that is “Students’ Difficulties in Reading Comprehension 

at The First Grade of SMAN 1 Darussalam Aceh Besar”.
11

 From 

this research, it found that the most difficult aspect faced by the 

first grade students is reading for gettng main idea with 74%.  

This research would be different from all of those researches 

because in this research was  analyzed is the difficulty aspects in 

comprehending English reading exercises of WH questions in 

essay faced by senior high school. Therefore, “An Analysis of 

Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending English Reading 

Exercises of the Eleventh Grade” as a topic with the expectation 

the result of this research can help the teacher to know about the 

students difficulty aspect faced in English reading exercise of WH 

questions. 

 

H. Research Methodology 

1. Research Design 

The objective of this research is to analyze the students’ 

difficulties in comprehending English reading exercises, 

therefore a qualitative study design was employed in this 

research. Miles and Huberman stated qualitative use word that 

is arranged in the text that is expanded.
12

 It means qualitative 

data is the source of a broad and reasonable description and 

contains all of explanation processes that occur in the local 

scope. In addition, Creswell explain that qualitative research is 

exploring and understanding the phenomena, events, social 

interactions, behaviors, attitudes, values, expectations, 

                                                           
11 Dasrul Hidayati, A Thesis: “Students’ Difficulties in Reading 

Comprehension at The First Grade of SMAN 1 Darussalam Aceh Besar” (Aceh: UIN 

Ar-Raniry, 2018). 
12

 Matthew B Miles, (Third Edition), A. Michael Huberman, and Johnny 

Sldana, Qualitative Data Analysis, (California: Sage, 2014), p. 16. 
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perception and thoughts of individuals or groups.
13

 Based on 

my knowledge from the theories, qualitative research based on 

descriptive data naturally and it focuses on understanding the 

context of the research. 

In addition, the research was used descriptive methods to 

describe students’ difficulty aspect in comprehending English 

reading exercises of WH questions in essay. As explained by 

Sugiyono, the descriptive method used to describe or analyze 

research results but is not used to make broader.
14

 Descriptive 

method matched that using in this research because it was help 

this research to describe students’ difficulty aspect in 

comprehending English reading exercises of WH questions in 

essay. 

2. Population, Sample and Sampling 

a. Population 

The research was carried out in MA Ma’arif NU 02 

Sidorejo. MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo chose by considering 

several aspects population of interest and eligibility criteria. 

According to Ary et al., a population is determined as all 

members of any well-defined class of people, objects, or 

events.
15

  The students of the eleventh grade of MA 

Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo were eligible to be the sample of the 

research. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13

 John W. Creswell, (Fourth Edition),  Research Design (Qualitative, 

Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approach, (California: Sage, 2009), p. 16. 
14

 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan: Pendekatan Kuantitatif, 

Kualitatif, dan R&D, (Bandung: Alfabeta,  2017), p. 118.  
15

 Donald Ary et al., (Eight Edition), Introduction to Research in Education, 

(Belmonth: Wadsworth, 2006), p. 301. 
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Table 1.1 

Population of the Students at the Second Semester of the Eleventh 

Grade at MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo East Lampung 

NO Class  Students  Total 

Male Female 

1 XI IPA 1 9 24 33 

2 XI IPA 2 13 17 30 

3 XI IPS 1 10 22 32 

4 XI IPS 2 14 11 25 

 

(Source: Document of The Number of Students at the Second Semester 

at The Eleventh Grade of MA Ma’arif MU 02 Sidorejo in the 

Academic Year of 2021/2022) 

 

b. Sample 

After deciding the population of the study, the sample 

was recruited from the population of interest to include in 

the research. According to Fraenkel, a sample is any part of 

a population of individuals from who is obtained. It may for 

a variety of reasons, it can be different from the sample 

originally selected.
16

 While, there are three classes of the 

eleventh grade students in MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo and 

XI IPA 2 is chosen of this research. So, the sample in this 

research was 30 students of MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejo. 

c. Sampling Technique 

In this research, purposive sampling was used as a 

sampling technique. According to Fraenkel purposive 

sampling is a sampling technique based on knowledge of the 

characteristics of a population and the purpose of the 

                                                           
16

 Jack R. Fraenkel, How to Design and Evaluate Research in Education, 

(New York: McGraw-Hill Companies.Inc, 2009), p. 105. 
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research.
17

 In other word, purposive sampling is sampling 

technique by using certain consideration. After conducting 

the preliminary research, the consideration is determined to 

take the sample. It is taken based on the students’ score in 

reading exercises. The class that had daily score under 

criteria minimum completeness of mastery reading was 

chose as a sample, that was XI IPA 2. 

3. Data Collecting Technique 

Data collecting technique is the proses of collecting and 

measuring information on targeted variables. Creswell defines 

that collecting data is identifying and selecting individuals for a 

study, getting permission to study them and collecting 

information by asking people questions or observing their 

actions.
18

 In addition, Ary et al. explain that there are several 

ways will be used in qualitative research to collect the data 

include observations, interviews, documents or artifact 

analysis.
19

 It is important to know data collecting technique so 

that the writer can obtain the data. 

The data collecting techniques will be used in this research, 

as follows: 

a. Document 

Document analysis is particularly applicable to 

qualitative case studies which produce rich description of a 

single phenomenon, event, organization or program.
20

  It 

means that document analysis is one of the way to obtain 

data in a particular research especially qualitative case. In 

this research, the researcher got the correct data from the 

English teacher of MA Ma’arif NU 02 Sidorejoby using the 

                                                           
17

 Ibid.,  
18

 John W. Creswell, Research Design (Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed 

Methods Approach,  p. 9. 
19

 Donald Ary Et.al., Introduction to Research in Education, p. 431. 
20

 Glenn A Bowen, “Document Analysis as a Qualitative Research Method,” 

Qualitative Research Journal 09, no. 2 (2009): p. 29, http://blog.powerdata.es/el-

valor-de-la-gestion-de-datos/bid/405060/Qu-significa-la-integraci-n-de-datos. 
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student’s worksheets of invitation card of reading task and 

has been analyzed by the researcher.  

b. Questionnaire 

Questionnaire is one of the ways to know the most 

difficulty aspect faced by students in English reading 

exercises. According to Sugiyono, a questionnaire means 

technique of collecting data by giving some questions to the 

respondent.
21

 The questionnaire was used closed ended 

questions because the researcher expects the respondents to 

choose one alternative answer for each questions. 

Questionnaire was obtained by giving research questionnaire 

by analyzing participants’ answer to know their difficulty 

aspects in comprehending English reading exercises. The 

specification of questionnaire used in this research, as 

follows: 

Table 1.2 

Specification of Questionnaire 

Component of 

Questionnaire 

Theory Indicators Question 

Number 

Main Idea Simmons 

and 

Kameenui 

(1998) 

1. The students 

are able to 

find the main 

idea 

1 

Inference Facione 

(2015) 

2. The students 

are able to 

understand 

well 

3. The students 

are able to 

connects a 

conclusion 

4. The students 

2,3,4 
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 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan: Pendekatan Kuantitatif, 

Kualitatif, dan R&D, p. 199. 
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are able 

understand 

the passage 

Detail Reed and 

Vaughn 

(2012) 

5. The students 

are able to 

retell the text 

6. The students 

are able to 

identifying 

the title 

7. The students 

are able to 

identifying 

names of 

object 

8. The students 

are able to 

dentifying 

subject/chara

cter 

9. The students 

are able to 

identifying 

time 

10. The students 

are able to 

identfying 

places 

5,6,7,8,9,10 

Vocabulary in 

context 

Cameron 

(2003) 

11. The students 

are able to 

identifying 

word 

12. The students 

are able to 

understandin

g the context 

11,12,13,14 
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13. The students 

are able to 

defining a 

simple 

functional 

text related to 

the social 

environment 

14. The students 

are able to 

identifying 

words that 

have same or 

different  

meaning  

 

4. Instrument 

This research  used document analysis and questionnaire to 

know the student’s difficulty aspect  in comprehending English 

reading exercises. According to Arikunto documentation is 

derived from the word document means written object.
22

 It 

means that documentation is type of instrument in the form 

word which is contains of written object. This research used the 

student’s worksheet of reading exercises of invitation card text 

by the English teacher then analyzed it to know the student’s 

difficulty  aspect in comprehending reading exercises. 

Furthermore, Sugiyono states that questionnaire is data 

collection technique that uses to giving questions for the 

respondent to answer the questions.
23

 In short, questionnaire 

known as the technique used to obtain data by using question 

and answer between respondent and the researcher. 

 

                                                           
22

 Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik 

(Jakarta: PT. Rineka Cipta, 2011), p. 174. 
23 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif Dan RnD, 199. 
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5. Trustworthiness of the Data 

In qualitative research, data can be categorized good data if 

the data are valid in order to have more accurate conclusion. To 

get validity of the data, this research was used triangulation. 

Triangulation is a process of corroborating evidence from 

different individuals (such as, a principal and a student), types 

of data (such as, observation and interviews), or methods of 

data collection (such as, documents and interviews) in 

descriptions and themes in qualitative research.
24

 It means that 

triangulation does to get accurate of the result in analysis data 

by combining two or more data sources, methods, investigators 

or theories. 

In addition, there are four types of triangulation, they are: 

1. Triangulation of Source 

It carried out by checking the data have been obtained from 

several sources. Then, the data described  and categorized 

with the same or different data and specific data from 

several data sources. 

2. Triangulation of Method 

It carried out by checking the data from the same source but 

using different techniques or methods. For example, data 

obtained by interview, then checked by observation, 

documentation or questionnaire. 

3. Triangulation of Time 

The time of obtained the data is affect credibility data. Data 

collected by interview in the morning with the fresh 

condition interviews. In order to test credibility can be 

checked again by conducting interview, observation, and 

documentation at different times. 

 

 

                                                           
24

 John W. Creswell, Op.cit. p. 258. 
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4. Triangulation of Theory 

It carried out using various theories to approach the data. 

Using variety of theories can help provide a better 

understanding when interpret data. 

In this research, triangulation method was used to get 

the validity of the data. There are two data collecting 

techniques used in the triangulation method they are: 

students’ worksheets  and questionnaire. The students’ 

worksheets and questionnaire focused on students’ difficulty 

aspect in comprehending English reading exercises.  

6. Data Analysis 

Data analysis is the process of organizing the data 

systematically. There are some steps to analyze the data based 

on Miles and Huberman:
25

 

a.  Data Condensation 

Data condensation refers to the process of selecting, 

focusing, simplifying, abstracting, and transforming the data 

that appear in written field notes or transcriptions.
26

 In this 

process, the data will be analyzed to select the important 

data based on the purposes of this research. In this case, the 

researcher selected the data derived from interview the 

teacher and give questionnaire to the students. 

b.  Data Display 

The activity to explain the data in order to be 

meaningful was data display. Data display is the collection 

of information which arranged and gives possibility to get 

the conclusion of the study.
27

 A display can be an enlarged 

part of text or a diagram, table or matrix, graph, chart that 

provides a new way of arranging thinking about the more 

textually embedded data.  

                                                           
25

 Matthew B Miles, A. Michael Huberman, and Johnny Sldana,p. 89. 
26

 Ibid, p. 89 
27

  Ibid, p. 100. 



 
 
16 

The students’ difficulty aspect of English reading 

exercises is categorized by getting the appropriate 

percentage from the students’ difficulty aspect of English 

reading exercises of the questionnaire. The percentage was 

gained by using the following formula: 

 

P=  
 

 
 X 100 

 

Notes: 

P = The number percentage of difficulty 

f = Obtained Value 

n = Total number of respondent
28

 

c.  Conclusion Drawing and Verification 

Conclusion Drawing is a process that involves 

stepping back to consider what the analyzed data mean and 

assess their implication for the questions at hand. 

Furthermore, the process which are enable to answer the 

questions and objectives research that were formulated is 

verification.
29

 In this step, this research was drew the 

conclusion and verified the answer of research questions that 

have been done in displaying the data by comparing the 

document of students’ worksheets data and questionnaire 

data. Thus, the researcher got the conclusion about students’ 

difficulty aspect in comprehending English reading 

exercises. 

 

I. Systematics of the Writing 

Systematics of the writing in this research compiled as 

follows: 

                                                           
28 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif Dan RnD, p.  341. 
29

 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif Dan RnD, p. 100. 
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Chapter I Introduction 

 This chapter contains background of the problem, 

identification and limitation of the problem, formulation of the 

problem, objective of the research, the uses of the research, scope 

of the research, relevant study, research method, and systematics of 

the writing. 

Chapter II 

 This research contains theory about, reading, reading 

comprehension, and types of WH question.  

Chapter III 

 This research contains the research object, and description of 

the data. 

Chapter IV 

This chapter contains analysis of research data and 

research result.  

Chapter V 

This chapter contains some conclusion from the research 

and recommendation. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Reading 

1. Definition of Reading 

Reading is an activity to get meaning or information 

through writing.
1
 According to Grabe and Stoller in Dewi 

reading is a ability to draw meaning from the printed text and 

interpret the information appropriately.
2
 By understanding and 

interpreting the written text, the learners can be transfer the 

information from reading that contributes to their knowledge. 

Furthermore, reading is not just sounding letters, calling 

words, or responding to prints.
3
 Besides, McCardien and 

Walcutt states that  “reading is an active activity to get 

information of some words from the printed symbols into the 

sounds which are language.
4
 It can be said that reading is 

communicative interaction through language between a writer 

and a reader which requires some aspects from the reader in 

order to make him or her obtain meaning from a text. 

Meanwhile, Fernandita states that reading is a complex, 

interactive mental activities of constructing meaning from 

written text.
5
 Reading is a way of language acquisition, 

communication, and sharing information and ideas. Such all of 

languages, it is a complex interaction between the text and the 

                                                           
1
 Kartika Dewi, “Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension by Using 

Paragraph Shrinking at the Second Grade of MTs N Olak Kemang Kota Jambi 

Academic Year 2016/2017”.  Jurnal Ilmiah Universitas Batanghari Jambi, Vol. 16, 

No. 1 (2016), p. 55. http://garuda.ristekbrin.go.id/documents/detail/521246. 
2
 Kardi Nurhadi, “Developing Students’ Reading Comprehension By Using 

Literature Circle”. Wiralodra English Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1 (September  2017), p. 28. 
3
 Sriwahyuni and Jos Engelbertus Ohoiwutun, “Developing Reading 

Comprehension of The Eleventh Grade Students”. Vol. 2, No. 2 (2014), p. 2. 
4
 McCardien and Walcutt,  Basic Reading, California state Department of 

Education, 1969. P. 4. 
5
 Fernandita Gusweni Jayanti, “Reading Difficulties: Comparison Students’ 

And Teachers’ Perception”. ISELT, (2016), p. 297. 
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reader’s prior knowledge, experiences, attitude, and language 

community which is culturally and socially situated. The 

reading process requires continuous practice, development, and 

refinement. It means that understanding or comprehension is a 

crucial thing in reading. It’s impossible to say that texts are read 

if readers don’t comprehend. 

2. Purposes of Reading 

The purpose of reading is to connect the reader ideas on the text 

page to what you already know or previous knowledge. There 

are the aims of reading: 

a. Reading for Pleasure 

If you read for pleasure you have enjoyment and you can 

prepare for read such as you decide sit on your comfortable 

chair or prop up yourself up on bed ready to relax with your 

book and you can find out what happens.
6
 This statement 

supported by Pradana that scientific proof from multiple 

fields in the last several years continue to indicate that 

people who read for pleasure have superior reading, writing, 

grammar and vocabulary development.
7
 It means that when 

people read to enjoy they have to get comfortable place. 

They can read in bedroom or where ever which makes relax 

and develop their English skill. 

b. Reading for Meaning  

Reading for meaning used to get something or message from 

the writer.
8
 It means reading is an active activity used to get 

something from the written text. 

 

 

 

                                                           
6
 Team of Five,  Reading Skill in English  (Jakarta: Kencana, 2006), p. 99. 

7 Satria Adi Pradana, “An Analysis On the Phenomena Between Free 

Voluntary Reading (FVR) And Students’ Writing Ability", Tadris Bahasa Inggris, 

Vol. 9 No. 1  (2016), p. 198. 
8
 Ibid., 
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3. Types of Reading 

According to Nation, generally reading was divided into two 

types, those are intensive reading and intensive reading. The 

definition of each types as follows:
9
 

a. Intensive Reading  

Intensive study of reading text can mean of increasing 

learners’ knowledge of language features and their control of 

reading technique. The classic procedure for intensive 

reading is the grammar translation approach where the 

teacher works with the students Furthermore, intensive work 

on reading text focus on aspects such as comprehension, 

regular and irregular sound-spelling relations. Vocabulary, 

grammar, cohesion, information structure, genre features, 

and strategies. It means that intensive reading is reading with 

accuracy to comprehend the text. Intensive reading usually 

involves translation to comprehend the text. Using 

translation to active that the learners understand about the 

text, it can make the process of comprehend easier. 

b. Extensive Reading 

Extensive reading is a form of learning form meaning – 

focused input. During extensive reading students should be 

interest in what they are reading.
10

 It means that extensive 

reading is learning process with accuracy. While reading 

text, the students should be engaged with the text and focus 

with the text which they read. The reader also should pay 

attention to get the meaning of the text. Day and Bamford 

say that characterize extensive reading is involving large 

quantity of varied, self selected, enjoyable reading at a 

reasonably fluent speed. Not all text for extensive reading 

need to be simplified texts as three are other ways of helping 

with the vocabulary loud of extensive reading such as 

                                                           
9
 I.S.P Nation, Teaching ESL/EFL Reading and Writing (New York: 

Routledge, 2009), p. 25. 
10

 Ibid., p. 59 
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glossing, computer-assisted reading, elaboration.
11

 The 

reader should choose a text they interested in it, so they must 

focus just in the test get the meaning and comprehend the 

text well. It concluded that extensive reading is a process of 

reading text with accuracy. 

 

B. Reading Comprehension 

1. Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is the ability to read the text, 

process it and understand the meaning. Richard and Renandya 

state that comprehension is the main purpose for reading to 

increase students awareness of main ideas in a text and 

exploring the organization of a text is essential for good 

comprehension.
12

 In addition, Woolley says that reading 

comprehension is a process of making meaning from a text.
13

 

So, reading comprehension is a process that makes the students 

able to improve and understand the meaning in a text and 

combine the meaning of a number of words in the students 

working memory until the students can think about their 

collective meaning. It means that the students try to find the 

meaning from what they read in order can answer the question. 

Therefore, according to Oakhill, Cain and Elbro reading 

comprehension is important, not only understanding text, but 

for broader learning, success in education and employment. 

Furthermore, Vaughn in Satriani (2018) said that reading 

comprehension refers to understanding text that has been read, 

that is a complicated skill that needs the use of several strategies 

to activate one’s previous knowledge, monitor understanding, 

self-question, distinguish between the main idea and supporting 

                                                           
11

 Richard R. Day and Julian Bamford, Extensive Reading in the Second 

Language Classroom, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), p. 12 
12

 Jack C. Richards and Willy A. Renadya,  Methodology in Language 

Teaching (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002), p. 277. 
13

 Gary Woolley, Loc. Cit. 
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details, and summarizes.
14

 In short, reading comprehension is 

simply known as process which requires the reader to get the 

information,  ideas, and  make a conclusion from the text. 

2. Levels of Reading Comprehension 

According to Brassel, there are three levels taxonomy of 

reading comprehension, those are literal comprehension, 

inferential comprehension, and critical comprehension.
 15

 

a. Literal Comprehension 

Literal comprehension is the lowest of the three levels, 

requires the reader to be able to retell or recall the facts or 

information presented in a text. Names of characters and 

details of the setting are example of literal comprehension. 

The information required for literal comprehension comes 

largely from the text itself. Recall comprehension can easily 

be evaluated. In responding to a literal question, the reader 

either can recall the information from the text he/she cannot. 

b. Inferential Comprehension 

The next level is Inferential comprehension. It refers to the 

ability of a reader to take in information that is inferred or 

implied within a text. If the text indicates that a character is 

carrying an umbrella while walking down a street on a 

cloudy day, you can infer that the character is expecting rain. 

Inferential comprehension more sophisticated than literal 

comprehension because it requires the orchestration and 

manipulation of information from the text as well as 

information resides within the readers their knowledge. 
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 Estika Satriani, “ Reading Comprehension Difficulties Encountered by 

English Students of Universitas Islam Riau”.  Journal of English For Academic, Vol. 

5, No. 2, (August 2018), p. 18. 
15

 Brassel Danny and Rasinski Timothy, Comprehension That Works: 
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Education: Huntington Beach, 2008), p. 17-18 
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c. Critical Comprehension 

The third level and highest level in the taxonomy is 

critical or evaluative comprehension. It involves making 

critical judgments about the information presented in the 

text. Were the characters reputable and honest in their 

action? Did the selection offer the reader new information, 

new insights, or added enjoyment? Were the characters 

authentic? Was the literary quality of the text high? Answer 

to such question require a high level  of interaction between 

information from the text, the reader perhaps other people 

with whom the reader has interacted, or even other text the 

reader has read. Moreover, in depth analysis and critical 

thinking are necessary to make informed judgments and 

evaluation. Due the responses to inferential and critical level 

question are highly dependent on the reader’s own 

background, interest and disposition, determining a reader’s 

level and the quality of a reader’s inferential and critical 

comprehension is not easy. 

  Based on Brassel explanation, it has differences as 

follows: 

1) Literal comprehension is reading in order to understand, 

remember, or recall the information explicitly contained 

in passage.  

2) Inferential comprehension, reading in order to find 

information which is not explicitly. 

3) Critical comprehension, reading in order to compare 

information in a passage with the reader’s own 

knowledge and values. 
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3. Aspects of Reading Comprehension 

According to Brown, there are eight aspects of reading 

comprehension which the students should comprehend the text 

well, they are:
16

 

a. Main Idea (topic) 

Main idea is an idea that the subject of paragraph 

development. The main idea is usually located in a sentence, 

it is usually the first sentence, but it can be in the middle or 

at the end.
17

 Therefore, finding the main idea becomes more 

difficult in the upper grades where the main idea may be 

explicit (a complete sentence taken directly from the text) or 

implied (summarized by evaluating the details in the text). 

Determining implied main idea is also much more difficult 

and can be problematic for more readers.
18

 Furthemore, 

Simmons and Kameenui says that the location often found 

the first paragraph, in the middle or at the end of paragraph. 

Based on the explanation, it concluded the main idea is 

difficult to find based on the located itself. 

b. Expression/idiom/phrases in context 

Expression is the act of saying what you think or 

showing how you feel using action or words. Idiom is word 

or phrase which means something different from its literal 

meaning. Then, phrase is a group of two or more words that 

express a single idea but do not usually from a complete 

sentence. 

c. Inference 

Inference is same as conclusion or implied detail of 

text. According to Kopitski, in order to make inference, the 

                                                           
16

 H. Douglas Brown, Principles of Laguage Learning and Teaching, (San 

Fransisco: Pearson Education, 2000), p. 206. 
17 Lia Rosari & Yan Mujiyanto, “The Effectiveness of Know-Want-Learned 

and Collaborative Strategic Reading Strategies to Teach Reading Comprehension to 

The Students With Possitive and Negative Attitudes,” English Education Journal 6 

(2016): 34. 
18 Estika Satriani, Op.cit. p. 19. 
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readers need to practice combining clues from the text with 

their prior knowledge in order to make inference.
19

 

Therefore, Facione stated that the indicator of making  

inference include : a) Inferring information that is only 

implicit in a text. b) Making inferences to connect up the 

ideas in a text. c) Inferring the meanings of particular words 

from context.
20

 It concluded that the text’s clues will help 

the students in making an assumption and drawing a 

conclusion and they are able to answer questions based on 

context.  

d. Grammatical features 

Grammatical feature is about the grammar of the text 

likes kind of the text or tenses that used in the text. 

e. Detail (scanning for a specifically stated detail) 

According to Brown in Mursalina stated that scanning 

exercises may ask students to look for names or dates, to 

locate a description of a crucial topic, or to list a particular 

number of supporting information.
21

 Then, the sentence in 

the text may have too much detail to pick the little 

information that there is no obvious message.
22

 In addition, 

Reed and Vaughn in Marni et.al says that the six indicators 

inference are retell, identifying (title, names of object, 

characters, times, and places.
23

 Based on my background 

knowledge, detail described and give information about 

something or to clean all of parts. In short, detail small part 

explain specifically.  
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20 Estika Satriani, Op.cit. p. 19. 
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f. Excluding facts not written (understand detail) 

Excluding facts not written (understand detail) is the 

fact or details that are not written on the text. 

g. Supporting ideas 

Supporting ideas is a sentence that supports the main 

idea. 

h. Vocabulary in context 

Vocabulary is all about the words in a language. 

While reading a paragraph, the student expands their 

vocabulary by looking up new terms in a dictionary and 

estimating the meaning based on context. Futhermore, 

Sharpe stated that context helps students in developing broad 

predictions about the meaning.
24

 In addition, Cameron in 

Sismona says that knowing about its form (identifying word, 

understanding context, defining a simple short functional 

text related to the social environment, and identifying wors 

that have some or different meaning).
25

 It means that making 

predictions based on context will help students in 

understanding the meaning of a text without stopping to look 

up every new word in a dictionary. In fact, one of the 

problems readers struggle to understand text is a lack of 

vocabulary.  

 

C. Concept of WH Questions 

WH Questions can be applied to identify the text. According 

to Sally and Katie, wh questions begin with who, what, when, 

where, why, and how makes our reading process more active and 

provides us to find the facts in any text.
26

 Therefore, Chesla stated 

                                                           
24 Pamela J. Sharpe, How to Prepare for The TOEFL,  11th Edition, 

(Barron’s Educational Series, 2004), p. 87. 
25 Silvia Sismona, “The Effect of Using on Students’ Vocabulary Mastery”, 

Education and Humanities Research, (2020), p. 3. 
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 Sally Burgess and Katie Had, How to Teach for Exams, (Harlow: Pearson 
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that the readers need to answer some basic questions with the 

following:
27

 

1. What happened or will happen 

It means that the wh-questions are used to ask about what 

happened in the text 

2. Who or what was involved or will be involved 

It means that that the wh-questions are used to ask who the 

characters are in the text 

3. When did it happen or will happen 

It means that that the wh-questions are used to ask the time of 

the story happened 

4. Where  

It means that that the wh-questions are used to ask the place of 

the story happened 

5. Why 

It means that  the wh-questions are used to ask the time of 

tragedy or event. 

6. How 

It means that  the wh-questions are used to ask
 
the way or 

process of doing something. 

WH questions are useful in providing students with literal 

understanding of a text and help them get information in the text 

and make evaluations and personal predictions.
28

 It means that wh 

question is the types of questions that ask for specific information 

about something consist in a text. 
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 Elizabeth Chesla, Read Better, Remember More, 2nd edition, (New York: 

Learning Express, 2000), p. 22. 
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There are two types of questions that are commonly used 

for the exercises or test of students are multiple-choice and essay 

questions.
29

 The definition of each types as follows: 

1. Multiple Choice 

According to Sally and Katie, multiple choice is reading 

assignment that is likely to be most familiar to students. It 

consists of a text, which can be of almost any type (descriptive, 

narrative, argument etc.), and genre (letters, article, signs, 

stories etc.), accompanied by one or more multiple choice items 

(where the students have to choose between alternatives, e.g. A, 

B, C, or D).
30

 In conclusion, multiple choice is form of a 

question plus answers or an incomplete statement with a choice 

to complete it. 

2. Essay 

Essay type exercises is a form of evaluation where answer 

choices are not provided, besides essay exercises also require 

better understanding and used to measure person’s level of 

understanding of a science in more depth.
31

 Then, there are two 

kinds of essay there are question which needs free answer and 

question which need connected answer (the answer limited).
32

 It 

means that essay is an assessment technique that requires 

students to answer the questions by developing, organizing and 

writing based on their skill. 

Therefore, Reiner et al. explain that there are some 

advantages, limitations and common misconceptions of essay 

questions, the explanation of each as follows:
 33
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a. Advantages of Essay Questions 

1) Assess higher order or critical thinking skills 

Essay questions give an effective way of assessing 

complex learning outcomes that cannot be effectively 

assessed by other commonly used paper and pencil 

assessment procedures. In fact, some of the most 

complicated thinking process can only be assessed 

through essay questions, when a paper and pencil is 

necessary. 

2) Evaluate learners thinking and reasoning 

Essay questions need students to demonstrate their 

reasoning and thinking skills, which gives teacher the 

opportunity to detect problems students may have with 

their reasoning process.  So the teacher can help them 

overcome the problems. 

3) Provide authentic experience 

In common cases these skills need the ability to construct 

a solution or decision rather than select a solution or 

decision from a limited set of possibilities. 

b. Limitations of Essay Questions 

1) Assess a limited sample of the range of content 

Essay questions necessitate testing a limited sample of the 

subject matter, thereby reducing content validity. 

2) Difficult and time consuming to grade 

Answers to essay questions are likely to be graded less 

reliably than other types of exercises questions and take 

considerable time to grade. Different readers may differ in 

their assessment of the same or similar responses and a 

reader can differ significantly in his assessment 

consistency depending on many factors. Therefore, essay 

answers with similar quality may receive different scores. 
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3) Provide practice in poor or unpolished writing 

The way of students construct their responses to essay 

questions differs in several ways from real world writing 

assignment. 

c. Misconceptions of Essay Questions 

1) Assess higher order thinking skills regardless of how they 

are written 

An essay questions does not automatically assess higher 

order thinking skills. Essay question often simply assess 

students recall. Besides, the teacher designs an essay 

question meant to assess higher order thinking but the 

teacher scores students’ responses in a way that only 

rewards recall ability, that teacher is not assessing higher 

order thinking. 

2) Essay questions are easy to construct 

Essay questions are easier to construct than multiple choice 

questions because there is no need to create effective 

distracters. However, that doesn’t mean that essay 

questions are easy to construct. Essay questions may be 

easier to construct in a relative sense, but constructing 

essay questions still requires a lot of effort and time. 

3) The use of essay questions eliminates the problem of 

guessing 

The use of essay questions introduces blustering, another 

form of guessing. So, the use of essay questions changes 

the of guessing that occurs, but it doesn’t remove it. 

4) Essay questions benefit all students by placing emphasis on 

the importance of written communication skills 

Essay questions challenge students to arrange and express 

ideas in their own words, thus giving students a chance to 

practice written communication skills that will help them 

in vocational future to be responsible. 
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5) Essay questions encourage students to prepare more 

throughly 

Essay questions make students more thorough in their 

preparation, because students have to construct and express 

ideas in their own words. 

Based on the explanation, it can be concluded as 

follows: 

a. The advantages of essay questions 

Essay questions provide a better indication of students 

achievement in learning, because they answer the 

questions based on their ideas. 

b. Limitations of Essay Questions 

Scoring is not reliable because different examiners can 

grade the score answer differently. And it is time-

consuming for teachers and students. 

c. Misconceptions of Essay Questions 

Essay questions are assess higher order thinking skills 

but the teacher scores students’ responses in a way that 

only rewards recall ability, essay questions are easy to 

construct but constructing essay questions still requires 

a lot of effort and time, essay questions eliminates the 

problem of guessing but it doesn’t remove it, Essay 

questions benefit all students, and essay questions 

encourage students to prepare more thoroughly but 

students have to construct and express ideas in their 

own words. 

 

D. Concept of Difficulty 

Difficulty is state or quality of being hard to do or to 

understand.
34

 The difficuclty is mistakes whiich are faced by 

                                                           
34 A. S. Hornby, Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 

Sixth Edition, (New York: Oxford University Press), p. 406. 
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students in teaching and learning process. It occuers because the 

students are confused or do not know or understand about the 

material which the teacher has explained. In this case, difficulty is 

the state that the students are hard to comprehend English reading 

text to answer the essay exercises made by the teacher consists of 

four aspects of reading comprehension they were main idea, 

inference, detail, and vocabulary. 

 

E. Conceptual Framework 

Reading is one of the most important and useful aspects to 

increase students’ knowledge. Besides, reading also help us to 

know a lot of things that we never know before. There are eight 

aspects in reading comprehension there are main idea (topic), 

expression/idiom/phrases in context, inference (implied detail), 

grammatical features, detail (scanning for a specifically stated 

detail), excluding facts not written (understand detail), supporting 

ideas and vocabulary in context. So, to do the reading 

comprehension exercise, students need to comprehend the text 

well. And many students get difficulty aspect to do it especially in 

WH questions in essay. 

The result of primarily research was  got some information 

about students ability in English class that  the students get 

difficulty to convert the information that presented in the text 

exercises. This is a reason why students have low scores in reading 

exercises. 

Based on the interview, It concluded that the difficulty 

aspect in comprehending WH questions in essay are very important 

to be known by the students and the teacher since every students 

probably has different difficulty in comprehending WH questions 

in essay. So, the research was analyzed the difficulty aspect faced 

by students in comprehending WH questions of reading exercises. 

Moreover, this research was help the students and the 

teacher to know about the students difficulty aspects in 

comprehending reading exercises of WH questions in essay. 
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