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ABSTRACT 

AN ANALYSIS OF DEIXIS FOUND IN THE CATCHER IN 

THE RYE NOVEL BY J.D. SALINGER 

By 

NUR FAUZIAH 

 

Deixis is a meaning in context that always moving or changing 

depends on the situation of the speaker, place, and time that analyzed 

based on the context. Misunderstanding and misinterpretation do not 

only occur in oral expression, but also in written expressions such as 

in short stories or novels. In reading English novels, sometimes 

readers get difficulties in understanding the sentences to interpret the 

message. Therefore, understanding written expressions also needs the 

context, in this case, who, where and when the expressions are made, 

which is included in deixis theory. The objectives of this study was to 

find out the types of deixis and to classify the position of deixis used 

by Holden as the main character in J.D. Salinger’s novel. This study is 

focused on deixis in the novel entitled the Catcher in the Rye written 

by J.D. Salinger. 

This study used qualitative research design because it investigates the 

utterances of the deixis used by Holden as the main character in J.D. 

Salinger’s the Catcher in the Rye novel by using human as the 

instrument. In content analysis, the researcher read to understand the 

novel, listing the utterances by Holden as the main character in the 

Catcher in the Rye novel. Then, the researcher analyzed by identifying 

the data which were categorized as deixis, analyzing the data based on 

Yule’s theory: person, spatial, and temporal deixis. 

From the data analysis, the result of this study showed that: (1) there 

are three types of deixis used by Holden as the main character in J.D. 

Salinger’s novel consisted a person, spatial, and temporal deixis (2) 

there are three positions of deixis used by Holden as the main 

character in J.D. Salinger’s novel consisted Pronoun as Subject, 

Pronoun as Object, Adjective, and Adverb. 

 

Keywords: Pragmatics, Deixis, Novel, The Catcher in the Rye 
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MOTTO 

                  

“For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease. Indeed, with hardship [will 

be] ease.” 

(Q.S Al-Inshirah, 94 : 5-6)
1
 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 Dinda V, “Surah Ash Sharh/Al Inshirah In English, Arabic & 

Latin”, Kitab Al-Quran, http://kitabquran.com (14 January 2017) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Title Affirmation 

In understanding the title of this proposal and to avoid 

misunderstanding, the researcher feels need to explain this 

proposal. In addition, this step is a process of emphasizing the 

issues to be discussed. In daily life, people use language to 

share thoughts and information. According to Crystal, in the 

society, human being used sound, sign, or written symbol in 

their utterances.
1
 One of the most fundamental aspects of 

human‘s life is language. As a result, humans use language for 

communication. Language is regarded as one of the most 

important things used to communicate each other. 

In communication, people talk with the other in 

different circumstance with different listener. However, in 

communication, people not only recognizing the meaning of 

the word in their utterance, but also recognizing what the 

speaker meaning in their utterance. From this case, it needs 

about study of contextual meaning. It is supported in Yule that 

the study of ‗intended speaker meaning‘ is called pragmatics.
2
 

In pragmatics, the way in interpreting the context of utterance 

is called deixis. 

Analysis is a process to arrange data, then organizing 

them into categories. Also, analysis can be define as a data 

analysis of the research. It is a process of searching and 

systematic aranging of data which are gotten from data 

collecting. In this research, the researcher will analyze deixis 

in descriptive form, then organizing them into three categories 

based on Yule‘s theory. 

Deixis always finds in human interaction or in a text. 

According to Yule, the term ‗deixis‘ is derived from the Greek 

                                                      
1Crystal David, English as a Global Language (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003), 212. 
2George Yule, The Study of Language (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2006), 112. 
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word meaning pointing and indicating.
3
 In this research, the 

researcher will analyze deixis by using Yule‘s theory. In 

Yule‘s theory, he classified deixis into three classifications; 

they are person deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis. 

Deixis is concerns with the encoding of many different 

aspects of the utterances, within the utterances itself. From 

Levinson, natural language utterances are thus ―anchored‟ 

directly into the context aspect.
4
 The aspect of deixis can be 

reflected on the literary work. Literary work such as poetry, 

novel, and plays. 

Deixis analysis is the process of searching data related 

to the type of deixis based on Yule‘s theory. The researcher 

would like to analyze what types of deixis found in the 

conversational text in a novel. According to Abrams, novel is 

a term that applies to a variety of writings that have in 

common only the attribute of being extended works of fiction 

written in prose.
5
 A novel has its own purpose to be delivered 

to the readers. By reading a novel, people can get knowledge 

and enjoyment. 

The Catcher in the Rye is the most famous novel from 

J.D. Salinger that was published in New York,USA by 

Little,Brown and Company. on 1951. This novel has been 

translated into 30 languages, and sold more than 65m copies 

worldwide. This book consists of 234 pages. In this research, 

the researcher will use this novel as a subject of the research. 

 

B. Background of the Problem 

In everyday life, language is used by humans to transfer 

ideas and information. According to Crystal, in the society, 

human being used sound, sign, or written symbol in their 

                                                      
3Ibid., 9. 
4Stephan C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1983), 55. 
5Arafat Abdali Rakhees, The Role of Literature in Teaching and Learning 

English as a Foreign Language: A Theoretical Perspective (Open Educational 

College in Basrah, 2014), 9. 
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utterances.
6
 Language is one of the most fundamental aspects 

of human‘s life. As a sosial creature, human being have to 

cooperate with one another, which can be carried out in a 

community. As a result, humans use language for 

communication. Language is regarded as one of the most 

important things used to communicate each other. 

Language is an arbitrary system of speech sound which 

can be used in interpersonal communication by aggregation of 

human beings, and which rather exhaustively catalogs things, 

presses, and events in the human environment. From the 

definition of the language above, one can draw some basic 

characteristics of human language among others that language 

are spoken, social, and systematics. With language, human 

being can express their ideas, opinion, and wishes to others.  

Although language is used in human interaction, 

sometimes the utterances that delivered by the speaker to the 

addressee are ambiguous. In English, sometimes the hearer or 

addressee is trouble to understand about what the speaker says 

about whom, when, and where. This situation can make the 

question of communication. Here, to understand the meaning 

in every communication which occurs with language, people 

are necessary to know the contextual information, like the 

culture, time and place where the language is uttered. 

The most problem of communication in human 

interaction is when the writer or speaker and the addressee get 

miscommunication about the meaning of words that related to 

the context of situation. If the addressee knows the context, 

the language can be understood about what the writer or 

speaker‘s meaning explicitly. From this case, it needs about 

study of contextual meaning. It is supported in Yule that the 

study of ‗intended speaker meaning‘ is called pragmatics.
7
 

Pragmatics is thse study of the relations between language and 

context that are basic to an account of language 

                                                      
6Crystal David, English as a Second Language (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003), 212. 
7George Yule, The Study of Language (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2006), 112. 
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understanding.
8
 Relation between grammatical structured in 

language and context is called pragmatics.
9
 In Levinson‘s 

words, the ways in which language encode or grammatically 

features of the context of the utterance or speech event and 

concerns on ways in which the interpretation of utterances 

depends on the analysis of that context of utterance is called 

deixis.
10

 As a result, pragmatics is not only study in 

grammatical structure but it also study about the intended 

meaning of the speaker utterances. The meanings of the 

speaker utterances are depend on the interpretation of the 

addressee. And the way in interpreting the context of utterance 

is called deixis.  

Deixis always finds in human interaction or in a text. 

According to Yule, deixis is explicitly form of interpreting the 

writer or speaker‘s context, with the most basic distinction 

between deictic expression being ―near speaker‟ and ―away 

from speaker‟.
11

 Deixis is a technical term for one of the most 

basic things we do with utterance, it means ―pointing‟ via 

language.
12

 Any linguistic forms are used to accomplish this 

―pointing‟ is called a deictic expression. In Yule‘s theory, he 

classified deixis into three classifications; they are person 

deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis. In person deixis 

consist of three parts. First person deixis is contain (I), second 

person deixis (You), and the third person deixis (He, She, or 

It). The spatial or place d e i x i s  i s  t he word where shows a 

location of speech happen. It contains demonstrative pronouns 

(This and That) and the demonstrative of adverb of place 

(Here and There). For the time or temporal deixis, it concern 

in time of speech event (now, then, yesterday, tomorrow, 

                                                      
8Stephan C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1983), 21. 
9Ibid., 9. 
10Ibid., 54. 
11George Yule, Pragmatics (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 9. 
12Atika Krusdian Sari, ―a pragmatics analysis of speech acts of the main 

character in state of 

play” (a thesis of English language education program, faculty of language 

and art, Yogyakarta state university), 11. 
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today, tonight, next week, last week, this week). Those 

categories can be used to analyze the language that sometimes 

the addressees do not understand about what the speaker‘s 

mean. Therefore, deixis can make the language easier to 

understand. 

Deixis concerns with the encoding of many different 

aspects of the utterances, within the utterances itself. From 

Levinson, natural language utterances are thus ―anchored‟ 

directly into the context aspect.
13

The aspect of deixis can be 

reflected on the literary work. Literary work such as poetry, 

novel, and plays. According to Abrams, novel is a term that 

applies to a variety of writings that have in common only the 

attribute of being extended works of fiction written in prose.
14

 

A novel has its own purpose to be delivered to the readers. By 

reading a novel, people can get knowledge and enjoyment. 

Therefore, the researcher is interested to take the data 

about deixis in the novel ―The Catcher in the Rye‖ by J. D. 

Salinger for some reasons. Firstly, The Catcher in the Rye has 

become one of the most celebrated American classics since its 

publication in 1951. This literary work has also been the J.D. 

Salinger‘s magnum opus as a writer. The Catcher in the Rye 

novel originally published for adult which tells and details 

four days in the life of sixteen years old boy named Holden 

Caulfield. A lot of humor when reading this novel. The novel 

also has a vague plot which makes it more difficult to see 

deeper into the psychological factors present but since the 

novel utilizies its characters, mainly Holden, the factors 

somehow has been seen later on the story. The way of the 

author conveys the message in this novel is so likeable. The 

author can stimulate every sentence in the novel intimately, 

while there are a lot of vulgar languages here.
15

 Secondly, 

                                                      
13Stephan C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 55. 
14Arafat Abdali Rakhees, The Role of Literature in Teaching and Learning 

English as a Foreign Language: A Theoretical Perspective (Open Educational 

College in Basrah, 2014), 9. 
15Kate Lohnes, ―The Catcher in the Rye,‖ Britannica, 2018, 
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when the researcher read the novel, the researcher found many 

deixis and various positions of deixis. Lastly, understanding 

the deixis is important to get the meaning of an utterance and 

in reading text, especially in novel. 

The Catcher in the Rye has been used as a research 

media all over the world. Many researchers are interested to 

discuss and analyze this novel. The researchers are most likely 

about analysis of the literary style in translation, just like 

―Language features in The Catcher in the Rye‖ (2015) by Jing, 

―An Analysis of Translation of Swear Words in J.D. 

Salinger‘s The Catcher in the Rye‖ (2017) by Sarah, ―A Study 

of Translation Strategies and Their Effects on The Catcher in 

the Rye‖ (2019) by Fachrina Azura. Those researches are 

actually different from this research which will discuss about 

deixis used in The Catcher in the Rye novel by J.D. Salinger. 

In this study, the researcher would like to analyze what 

are the types of deixis found and how is the position of deixis 

in J.D. Salinger‘s The Catcher in the Rye novel. The types and 

positions of deixis in J.D. Salinger‘s The Catcher in the Rye 

novel will be analyzed by using Yule‘s theory. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher would 

like to conduct a research entitled ―An Analysis of Deixis 

Found in The Catcher in the Rye Novel by J.D. Salinger‖. 

 

C. Focus and Sub Focus of the Research 

1. Focus  

In this research, the researcher focuses on the 

Holden Caulfield‘s utterances which consist of deixis in 

The Catcher in the Rye novel by J.D. Salinger. The 

researcher is interested to analyze Holden Caulfield‘s 

utterances because he is the main character and states 

many utterances which contain deixis. 

 

 

                                                                                                                  
http://www.britannica.com  
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2. Sub focus  

The sub focuses in this research are to identify and 

classify the types and the positions of deixis based on 

Yule‘s theory. 

 

D. Problem Formulation 

In relation with the background of the research, there 

are two questions that will be analyzed further in this research. 

The questions are: 

1. What are the types of deixis found in The Catcher in the 

Rye novel by J.D. Salinger? 

2. What are the positions of deixis in The Catcher in the Rye 

novel by J.D. Salinger? 

 

E. Objective of the Research 

Based on the research questions above, the purposes of 

this research as the following: 

1. To find out the types of deixis in The Catcher in the Rye 

novel by J.D. Salinger based on Yule‘s theory. 

2. To know the positions of deixis in The Catcher in the Rye 

novel by J.D. Salinger based on class of word. 

 

F. Significance of the Research 

The findings of this research are expected to give 

contribution theoretically and practically. 

1. Theoretically 

This research will contribute as an additional 

knowledge to the other researcher who will analyze 

deixis in novel. This research also used to complete the 

previous research theories of deixis. 

2. Practically 

a. English learners as foreign language learners (EFL), 

this research can enrich English learner‘s knowledge 

about deixis types and in conversation actually in 
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written form by using native‘s novel as the media. 

b. English teachers, the findings are expected to give 

information about deixis in the novel ―The Catcher 

in the Rye‖ by J.D. Salinger, so that English teachers 

can use it to teach their students in analyzing literary 

works. The teacher not only concern grammatically 

form in teaching English, but also concern in the 

context. 

c. Other researchers, this research can give general 

knowledge of how to analyze the deixis in novel. 

This rsearch also can be used as a reference for the 

next researcher. 

d. The reader, the relation to the field of literature, the 

researcher expects this study can increase the 

reader‘s knowledge about deixis. The readers can 

learn the way how to understand about the meaning 

based on the context in written form actually in the 

novel. Therefore, the readers can understand about 

the story of the novel. 

 

G. Relevance of Study 

Some researchers have conducted the research about 

deixis. They are (1) Kurnia Saputri (2016), (2) Elisa Fadlillah 

and Rika Septiyani (2018), (3) Silvilia (2020). 

1. Kurnia Saputri (2016) 

This study has a relationship with studies of Kurnia 

Saputri (2016) with the title An Analysis of Deixis in Black 

Swam Movie Script, Palembang. This study were purposed to 

find the types and the dominant of deixis used in Black Swam 

movie script. The researcher focused on movie script. She 

used Levinson‘s theory in analysing the deixis. In this study 

found four types of deixis in Black Swam movie script 

(Personal, spatial, temporal, and discourse). 

2. Elisa Fadlillah and Rika Septiyani (2018) 

Moreover, Elisa Fadlillah and Rika Septiyani‘s research 
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(2018) with the title An Analysis of Deixis Using “Beauty and 

the Beast” Movie Script, Siliwangi. This study focused on 

deixis used in Beauty and the Beast movie script. They used 

qualitative approach in analysing and used Yule‘s theory. In 

this study found three types of deixis in Beauty and the Beast 

movie script and there are nine frequencies of deixis, namely 

person deixis in greater occurences than another. 

3. Silvilia (2020) 

Furthermore, Silvilia‘s research (2020) with the title 

Use of Deixis in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. 

Rowling (A Pragmatics Analysis), Lampung. This study were 

purposed to described the categories of deixis and described 

the types of deixis found in the novel. The researcher used 

observational method in analysing and used Levinson‘s 

theory. And the finding showed that traditional categories of 

person deixis occured for 360 times. The most dominant type 

is person deixis, especially the third person. 

 

H. Novelty 

All previous studies starting from Kurnia Saputri 

(2016), Elisa Fadlillah and Rika Septiyani (2018), Silvilia 

(2020), conducted research related to determining the types 

and dominant of deixis. And most of the above studies use 

Levinson theory, which is the theory in determining the types 

of deixis. 

This study uses the theory of George Yule, which 

makes it easier to analyze the types of deixis. In this study, the 

researcher not only determines the type, but also determines 

the word class of the sentences containing deixis. 

 

I. Research Method 

1. Research Design 

According to Miller et all, research is dynamic rather 

than static, causing ethnographers to reflect on how they write 
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and present their studies to different audiences.
16

 Research is 

scientific method to get data with certain purpose and 

usefulness.
17

 It means that research is a method or a way to 

get the data which is beneficial for certain purposes. The 

method that has been applied is a kind of descriptive-

qualitative. 

According to Miles and Huberman, qualitative research 

is conducted through intense or prolonged contact with 

participants in a naturalistic setting to investigate the everyday 

and exceptional lives of individuals, groups, societies, and 

organizations.
18

 Qualitative method completely presents the 

interpretation of data in a descriptive form. This resarch uses 

descriptive method in order to describe deixis aspects or 

phenomenon that exists in J.D. Salinger‘s The Catcher in the 

Rye novel. In qualitative research, numbers tend to get 

ignored. After all, the hallmark of qualitative research is that it 

goes beyond how much there is of something to tell us about 

its essential qualities. 

2. Data Source 

 Data source is a source where data are taken from. It is 

the important thing in this research. In this research, the 

researcher will use primary and secondary data. First, the 

primary data is the original data. The data will take from The 

Catcher in the Rye novel by J.D. Salinger. Second, the 

secondary data is the exist data. The data can be in the form of 

books, journals, and previous studies relating to the research. 

3. Research Instrument 

According to Miles and Huberman, in qualitative 

research, issues of instrument validity and reliability ride 

largely on the skills of the researcher. The researcher himself 

                                                      
16 Miller, D. L., Creswell, J. W., & Olander, L. S. (1998). Writing and 

retelling multiple ethnographic tales of a soup kitchen for the homeless. Qualitative 

Inquiry, 469. 
17 Sugiyono, Memahami Penelitian Kualitatif  (Bandung: Alfabeta), 2. 
18 Matthew B miles, A michael Huberman, Jhonny Saldana, Qualitative 

Data Analysis (third edition) (Phoenix: Arizona State University, 2014), 28. 
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or herself is essentially the main instrument in the study.
19

 

Essentially, a person who observing, interviewing, and 

recording, while modifying the observation, interviewing, and 

recording devices from one field visit to the next. Relatively 

little standardized instrumentation is used.  

4. Technique of Data Collection 

Data collection is very important to determine the result 

of the research. According to Miles and Huberman, data 

collection is inescapably a selective process and that you 

cannot and do not ―get it all,‖ even though you might think 

you can.
20

 

The data of this study are collected uses documentation 

method based on sentence of the conversations by the main 

character in the novel entitled ―The Catcher in the Rye‖ by 

J.D. Salinger. To obtain the data, several steps as follows: 

a. Reading the original novel of The Catcher in the Rye by 

J.D. Salinger; 

b. Listing the utterances by the main character, Holden 

Caulfield; 

c. Identifying the utterances by Holden which contain 

deixis; 

d. Listing the data to the next step, analysis. 

5. Technique of Data Analysis 

The data that have been collected in data collecting 

process should be analyzed. It is crucial part to reach the 

purposes of the research. Analysis in research means counting 

the data which contain measurement and trying to find out 

relation among the variables. Data analysis is a craft one that 

carries its own disciplines. 
21

 There are many ways of getting 

analyses ―right‖—precise, trustworthy, compelling, and 

credible—and they cannot be wholly predicted in advance. 

Miles and Huberman see analysis as three concurrent flows of 

                                                      
19 Ibid. 
20 Matthew B miles, A michael Huberman, Jhonny Saldana, Qualitative 

Data Analysis (third edition) (Phoenix: Arizona State University, 2014), 79. 
21 Ibid., 294. 
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activity: (1) data reduction, (2) data display, and (3) 

conclusion drawing/verification. Finally, the researcher find 

out the answer.
22

 

a. Data Reduction 

Data reduction is the process of sorting, focusing, 

simplifying, abstracting, and transforming of the raw 

data. In this process, the researcher focuses on topic of 

the research. To strengthen focus of the analysis, the 

researcher should determine important data. Since the 

data will be simplified and structured well. So that, the 

data will be chosen and categorized according to its 

types. Then, the data reduction is done by reduce non-

essential data. 

b. Data Display 

Display data by arranging it in order to give 

meaningful meaning. so that, it will help making 

conclusion easily. In qualitative research, the data can be 

displayed in the form of table, graphic, pie chart, 

pictogram and other equivalent of them. 

c. Conclusion Drawing/Verification 

After finishing steps of data reduction and data 

display, the last process is making conclusion or 

verification. The conclusion is made to answer the 

research questions in this research. 

6. Trustworthiness of the Data 

According Lincoln and Guba, trustworthiness of a 

research study is important to evaluating its worth.
23

 Lincoln 

and Guba explain trustworthiness involves establishing: (i) 

Credibility – Credibility is similar to internal validity in 

positivist research, confidence in the ‗truth‘ of the findings (ii) 

Transferability – showing that the findings have applicability 

in other contexts. Transferability is in preference to external 

                                                      
22 Ibid., 31.  
23 Satyendra, ―Establishing Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Inquiry: A 

Critical Examination,‖ Establishing-Reliability-and-Validity-in-Qualitative-Inquiry-A-

Critical-Examination, Vol. 12 No. 1 (2014): 5746. 
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validity/generalizability in the positivist paradigm (iii) 

Depenability – Depenability is in preference to reliability in 

positivist approach, showing that the findings are consistent 

and could be repeated (iv) Confirmability – Confirmability is 

in preference to objectivity. Confirmability can be seen as a 

degree of neutrality or the extent to which the findings of a 

study are shaped by the respondents and not researcher bias, 

motivation, or interest.
24

 

The trustworthiness of the result of the data analysis is 

necessary to be checked in order to reduce the researcher‘s 

biases and prejudices. In this study, the technique uses 

triangulation to check the trustworthiness of the data analysis. 

Triangulation is the process of strengthening the findings by 

cross-checking information. Potter states that a researcher 

who argues that his or her findings are derived from many 

different kinds of people across many different situations will 

be more convincing than another researcher whose 

conclusions are based observations of one person in one 

setting. With the convergence of information from different 

sources (documents, interviews and observations), settings 

and investigators, the researcher can make a powerful 

argument that the interpretation is more credible. 

Miles and Huberman explain that triangulation 

identifies several types includes: (1) triangulation of data 

source (2) investigator triangulation (3) theory triangulation 

and (4) methodological triangulation.
25

 In this research, the 

researcher uses investigator triangulation. The investigator in 

this research is the researcher herself. And the data 

triangulation for the research will be done by analyzing the 

spoken text by the main character in The Catcher in the Rye 

novel by J.D. Salinger.  

  

 

                                                      
24 Ibid. 
25 Matthew B miles, A michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis 

(second edition) (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1994), 267. 
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J. Systematics of Discussion 

The researcher discusses the research into the structure 

as follow: 

Chapter I  : Presents the introduction which consist as 

follow: 

a. Title affirmation; 

b. Background of the problem; 

c. Identification of problem; 

d. Focus and sub focus of the research; 

e. Problem formulation; 

f. Objective of the research; 

g. Significance of the research; 

h. Relevance of study; 

i. Research method; 

j. Systematics of discussion. 

Chapter II  : Presents the literature review which consist 

as follow: 

a. Review of Related Theories; 

b. Pragmatics; 

c. Deixis; 

d. Morphology; 

e. Novel; 

f. Synopsis of The Catcher in the Rye 

novel. 

Chapter III  : Presents the description of research object 

which consist as follow: 

a. General description of the object; 

b. Facts and data display. 

Chapter IV : Presents the finding and discussion of the 

research which consist as follow: 

a. Finding; 

b. Discussion.  
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Chapter V  : Presents the conclusion and suggestion of 

the research which consist as follow: 

a. Conclusion; 

b. Suggestion . 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Review of Related Theories 

1. Pragmatics 

a. Definition of Pragmatics 

Pragmatics is a branch of linguistics that is 

related about the meaning. The meaning that studied 

in pragmatics is related with the context. It means 

that how the context can influence what the speaker 

said and what the speaker means about who, where, 

and when the utterances happen. In other word, 

pragmatics is a study about meaning based on the 

context. 

Yule states that pragmatics is the study of 

speaker meaning. It is concerned with the study of 

speaker meaning as communicated as by the speaker 

(or writer) and interpreted by a listener (or reader).
26

 

Levinson states that pragmatics is the study of 

relations between language and context that are 

basic to an account of language understanding.
27

 

Brown and Yule state that an analytic approach in 

linguistics which involves contextual considerations, 

necessarily belongs to that area of language study 

called pragmatics.
28

 Thus, pragmatics can be defined 

as the study between language and context which are 

used in order to get some meanings based on the 

situation in the speech events. 

As one of linguistics branches, pragmatics 

covers several scopes; they are deixis, cooperative 

principles, implicature, presupposition and speech 

                                                      
26Yule George, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 3. 
27Levinson Stephen C, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 21. 
28Yule George, Gillian Brown, Discourse Analysis (New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1983), 26. 
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acts. In this research, the researcher only focuses on 

one scope, namely deixis. Deixis is an important 

field studied in pragmatics. Deixis is belongs to the 

area of pragmatics because it directly involves the 

relationship between the structure of language and 

the context in which it is used.
29

 Deixis is a very 

important aspect in English pragmatics because 

without deixis the addressee might misinterpret what 

the speaker is saying. A reference in an utterance 

that is not formulated clearly can cause 

misunderstanding for the hearer. As a result, deixis 

are a scope and field studied in pragmatics which 

study of contextual meaning, necessarily involves 

the interpretation of what people mean in a 

particular context and how the context influences 

what is said. 

b. The Role of Pragmatics in Language Teaching 

The study of pragmatics explores the ability 

of language users to match utterances with contexts 

in which they are appropriate; in Stalnaker‘s words, 

pragmatics is "the study of linguistic acts and the 

contexts in which they are performed.‖
30

 The 

teaching of pragmatics aims to facilitate the learners‘ 

sense of being able to find socially appropriate 

language for the situations that they encounter. 

Within second language studies and teaching, 

pragmatics encompasses deixis, cooperative 

principles, presupposition, speech acts, 

conversational structure, conversational implicature, 

conversational management, discourse organization, 

and sociolinguistic aspects of language use such as 

choice of address forms. 

                                                      
29Levinson Stephen C, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 55. 
30Nivis Deda, ―The Role of Pragmatics of English Language Teaching. 

Pragmatic Competence‖. Academic Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies,Vol. 2 No. 4 

(May 2013), 67.  
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Kasper and Schmidt explain further that 

learners show significant differences from native 

speakers in the area of language use, in the 

execution and comprehension of certain speech acts, 

in conversational functions such as greetings and 

leave takings, and in conversational management 

such as back channel and short responses.
31

 

The goal of instruction in pragmatics is not to 

insist on conformity to a particular target-language 

norm, but rather to help learners become familiar 

with the range of pragmatic devices and practices in 

the target language. With such instruction learners 

can maintain their own cultural identities and 

participate more fully in target language 

communication with more control over both 

intended force and outcome of their contributions. 

The purpose of the application of different 

teaching and learning activities is to help students 

become more effective, fluent and successive 

communicators in the target language. As Harlow 

states, ―. . . most importantly, both teachers and 

textbooks are like need to emphasis to the learner 

that language is composed of not just linguistic and 

lexical elements; rather, language reflects also the 

social context, taking into account situational and 

social factors in the act of communication.‖
32

 

Since pragmatics competence is a 

combination of these factors, the development of the 

pragmatics ability should be accepted as one of the 

primary teaching goals. Students will be able to act 

different communicative patterns, they will find 

themselves active and involved in concrete acts in 

the classroom. 

                                                      
31Ibid. 
32Nivis Deda, ―The Role of Pragmatics of English Language Teaching. 

Pragmatic Competence‖. Academic Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies,Vol. 2 No. 4 

(May 2013), 69. 
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Pragmatics competence will secure them good 

levels of grammatical and functional competences as 

well. They will react fluently, coherently and 

accurately. What is more, pragmatics competence 

will urge their critical thinking. 

2. Deixis 

a. Definition of Deixis 

There are many words that can be found in 

our utterance that cannot be interpreted if we do not 

know about the context. Especially the physical 

context of the speaker. The words that we know for 

example here and there, this and that, now and then, 

yesterday, tomorrow or today. Like in pronouns such 

as I, You, her, him, and them. 

In English, we may found that the sentence 

can not be understand clearly if we do not know who 

is speaking, whom, when and where the utterance is 

happen, especially physical context of the speaker. 

For example: They will have to do that tomorrow, 

because they are not here now. If we do not know 

about the context, this sentence is really vague. It 

contains a large number of expression (they, that, 

here, tomorrow, now) that depends on immediate 

physical context in their interpretation of the 

utterance. The word ―here‖ is deictic expression that 

explain where the location of the speaker. 

According to Brown and Yule, some deictic 

forms like here, now, you, this and that are 

considered some of the most obvious linguistics 

elements which require contextual information for 

their interpretation.
33

 In Levinson‘s words, the term 

deixis essentially concerns with the ways in which 

language encode or grammatically features of the 

context of the utterance or speech event, and those 

                                                      
33George Yule, Gillian Brown, Discourse Analysis (New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2000), 27. 



  21 

also concerns on ways in which the interpretation of 

utterances depends on the analysis of that context of 

utterance.
34

 Yule states that deixis is a technical term 

(from Greek) for one of the most basic things we do 

with utterances.
35

 It means ―pointing‖ is called a 

deictic expression. Deictic expressions are also 

sometimes called indexical. Deixis form is always 

tied to the speaker‘s context. 

From definitions above, the researcher 

conclude that deixis is a meaning in context that 

always moving or changing depends on the situation 

of the speaker, place, and time that analyzed based 

on the context. In this research, the researcher want 

to analyze and classify the types of deixis. In 

analyzing and classifying, the researcher will use 

Yule‘s theory. Yule divided deixis into three types, 

person deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis. 

b. Types of Deixis 

According to Yule, types of deixis divided 

into three types, there are person deixis, spatial 

deixis, and temporal deixis.
36

 

1) Person Deixis 

The distinction just describe involves 

person deixis, with the speaker (―I”) and the 

addressee (―you”) mentioned. The simplicity 

of this form disguises the complexity of their 

use. To learn those deictic expressions, we 

have to discover that each person in a 

conversation shifts from being ―I‖ to being 

―you‖ constantly.
37

 Clearly, person deixis 

divided into three categories that 

exemplified by personal pronoun, those are 

                                                      
34Stephen C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 54. 
35George Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 9. 
36Ibid. 
37Ibid., 11. 
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I, you, we, they, he, she, and it. To make 

easier to understand, see the table below. 

Tabel 2.1 Pronoun 

Pronoun Singular Plural 

First I We 

Second You You 

Third He, She, It They 

 

There are three types of personal 

deixis based on Yule‘s theory: 

a) First Person Deixis 

From Levinson, first person is 

the grammaticalization of the 

speaker‘s reference to himself.
38

 First 

person deixis is a deictic reference 

which refers to the speaker himself. 

Yule defined that person deixis 

clearly operates on a basic three part 

division, exemplified by the pronouns 

for first person (I), second person 

(you), and third person (He, She, or 

It).
39

 First person here is the speaker 

in utterance as the sender of the 

massage. 

b) Second Person Deixis 

Levinson defined second 

person is the encoding of the 

speaker‘s reference to one or more 

addressee.
40

According to Yule, person 

deixis ―you‖ as he addressee and we 

have to discover that each person in 

                                                      
38Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 62. 
39Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 10. 
40Stephen C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 62. 
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conversation shift from being ―I‖ to 

being ―you‖ constantly to learn this 

deictic expression.
41

 

c) Third Person Deixis 

Third person is the encoding of 

reference to persons and entities 

which are neither speaker nor 

addressee nor utterance.
42

 Grundy 

states that the third person pronouns 

(he, she, and they) are not usually 

used deictically but rather refer 

anaphorically to objects or persons 

already mentioned in the discourse.
43

 

In many languages, these deictic 

categories of speaker, addressee, and 

other(s) are elaborated with markers of 

relative higher status versus addressee with 

social status (for example addressee with 

higher status versus addressee with lower 

status). The discussion of circumstances 

which lead to the choice of one of this form 

rather than another is sometimes describes 

as social deixis. According to Yule, in social 

deixis, there is any distinction between form 

that used familiar addressee versus non-

familiar addressee is called T/V distinction. 

The name of this distinction is from French 

form, T (tu) for familiar and V (vu) for non-

familiar.
44

 

2) Spatial Deixis 

The concept of distance already 

mentioned is clearly relevant to spatial 

                                                      
41George Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 10. 
42Ibid. 
43Peter Grundy, Doing Pragmatics (New York: University Press, 2000), 78. 
44George Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 10. 
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deixis, where the relative location of people 

and things are being indicated. 

Contemporary English use of only two 

adverbs, ―here‖ and ―there‖, for the basic 

distinction, but in older texts and in some 

dialects, a much larger set of deictic 

expressions can be found.
45

 

According to Levinson, spatial deixis 

concerns the specification of location 

relative to anchorage points in the speech 

event.
46

 We can know spatial deixis from the 

use of demonstrative pronouns such as 

―this‖ and ―that‖. And also from 

demonstrative adverb of place such as 

―here‖ and ―there‖. Spatial deixis is relative 

to the speaker‘s location. Those are proximal 

term (near the speaker) and distal term 

(away from speaker). Demonstrative 

pronoun ―this‖ can means that the object 

close from the speaker‘s location. 

Demonstrative pronoun ―that‖ can means 

that the object far away from the speaker‘s 

location. Adverb of place ―here‖ can mean 

close from the speaker‘s location. And 

adverb of place ―there‖ can mean far away 

from the speaker‘s location. 

Yule defined some verbs of motion, 

such as ―come‖ and ―go‖, retain a deictic 

sense when they are used to mark movement 

toward the speaker (―come to bed!‖) or away 

from the speaker (―go to bed!‖).
47

 From the 

definition above, researcher can conclude 

that spatial deixis is the words that refer to 

                                                      
45Ibid., 12. 
46Stephen C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 79. 
47Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 12. 
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the speaker‘s location or speech event, and 

spatial deixis divided into two categorize, 

that are proximal (near from the speaker) 

and distal (away from the speaker). 

3) Temporal Deixis 

Temporal deixis using temporal form 

indicate both of time coinciding with the 

speaker‘s utterance and the time of the 

speaker in their utterance. Yule states that 

one of basic types in temporal deixis is in 

the choice of verb tense.
48

 In English, there 

are two basic forms; there are the present 

and the past. The present tense is the 

proximal forms and the past tense is the 

distal forms. the form of temporal deixis like 

now, then, yesterday, tomorrow, today, 

tonight, next weeks, last weeks, and this 

week. Temporal deixis concerns the 

encoding of temporal points and spans 

relative to the time at which an utterance is 

spoken (or written massage inscribed).
49

 

Temporal deixis is commonly 

grammaticallized in deictic adverbs of time 

(like now and then, yesterday and this year), 

but above all intense. According to Fillmore, 

the most obvious place deictic term in 

English are the adverbs ―here‖ and ―there‖ 

and the demonstrative ―this‖ and ―that‖.
50

 

As a result, Deixis form is always tied to the 

speaker‘s context. Some deictic forms like here, 

now, you, this and that are considered some of the 

most obvious linguistics elements which require 

                                                      
48George Yule, Pragmatics (London: Oxford University Press, 1996), 12. 
49Stephen C Levinson, Pragmatics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), 61. 
50Charles J Fillmore, Santa Cruz Lectures in Deixis (Berkeley: Indiana 

University Linguistics Club), 259. 
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contextual information for their interpretation. In 

this research, the researcher want to analyze and 

classify the types of deixis. In analyzing and 

classifying, the researcher will use Yule‘s theory 

that divided deixis into three types such as person 

deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis. 

3. Morphology 

In this research, Morphology is used to analyze 

and answer the second research question, namely ―What 

are the positions of deixis in the Catcher in the Rye novel 

by J.D. Salinger?‖. 

a. Definition of Morphology 

Morphology is a branch of linguistics that 

talked about word. This concerns to word and its 

formation. Word morpheme comes from Greek-

based parallel to German Formenlehre means the 

study of forms. According to Fromkin and Victoria 

―The study of the internal stucture of words, and the 

rules by which words are formed, is morphology.‖
51

 

Another definition of morphology is defined 

by Yule, in his book he said that the term of 

morphology is literary means ―the study of forms‖ 

that is used to describe the type of investigation that 

analyzes all the basic elements used in a language, 

one of them is deixis.
52

 

It means that morphology is a field of 

linguistics that discusses about word and its form 

and used to describe the primary part that is used in 

langusge. In morphology, a part of speech or class of 

word can be changed depends on the structure and 

the form itself, such as Teach which is basically as a 

verb if adding by suffix –er becomes Teacher that 

                                                      
51 Fromkin, Victoria, et al, An Introduction to Language (New York: 

Michael Rosernberg, 2009), 37. 
52 George Yule, The Study of Language (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2006), 62. 
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becomes a noun. In morphology, a word is become 

most essentials part that being the topic. 

b. Part of Speech 

Part of speech or Class of Words is a group of 

words those have the same basic function. It is the 

classification of words especially in English based 

on the position in a sentence, in this research is the 

position of deixis. That it is included to Noun, 

Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Preposition, 

Conjuction, and Interjection. According to 

Puspitasari and Kusumastuti: 

―Part of Speech (POS) is a classification or a 

group of the types of words in English. Every word 

in English has a certain type and position in 

sentences.‖
53

 

1) Noun 

Noun is a part of class of words or 

part of speech that derived from Latin 

―Nomen‖ means name. It can be occured as 

subject, direct object, or object of 

preposition and it can be leaded by article. 

As Miller said that for instance, nouns can 

be preceded by words such as the, a and this 

...
54

 

Noun usually used to point out or 

named a person, an animal, a thing, a plant, 

or a place. It has singular and plural forms 

such as Book and Books and can be as head 

of a noun phrase. For example: 

Linda is a student. 

The word Linda is a noun. 

                                                      
53 Puspitasari, Mettayana A.,& Roro Ayu Kusumastuti, Complete English 

Grammar for Everione, Easy, and Simple tools for learning and teaching grammar 

(Yogyakarta: Pelangi Indonesia, 2014), 9. 
54 Miller, Jim, An Introduction to English Syntax (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2002), 34. 
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2) Pronoun 

Pronoun is a word that can be used to 

replace a noun in a sentence. A pronoun is 

used to avoid the repetition of a noun in a 

sentence. There are several types of 

pronouns, they are; Personal Pronoun, 

Reflexive Pronoun, Intensive Pronoun, 

Demonstrative Pronoun, Indefinite Pronoun, 

Interrogative Pronoun, and Relative 

Pronoun. The example: 

You should do it for her.
55

 

The word ‗You‘ and ‗Her‘ on 

sentence above are pronoun.  

3) Verb  

One of the fundamental classes of 

word in English is Verb. In an English 

sentence there is at least one Verb, because 

without Verb it cannot be called as a 

sentence, but only a unit of words. Verb is a 

word that shown a task, activity or an action. 

Verb can be divided into two, Action Verb 

and State of being Verbs. The examples of 

Action Verb are to read, to go, to eat, to 

type. While the examples of State of being 

Verbs are to have, to seem, to become, to be. 

The example of Verb in sentence is: 

He works  at a Bank.
56

 

Word work is a verb. 

4) Adjective 

A noun and a pronoun can be 

explained by a word called Adjective. 

Adjective is located before a noun. 

                                                      
55 Philips, Debora, Longman Introductory Course for the TOEFL Test: The 

Paper Test (New York: Pearson Education, 2004), 120. 
56 Mahas, Jerry, Smart Grammar Cara Paling Cepat Menguasai English 

Grammar (Bandung: Penerbit Ruang Kata Imprint Kawan Pustaka, 2014), 5. 
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Adjective is divided into two functions, as 

Attribute Adjective and Predicate Adjective. 

Attribute Adjective is an adjective that 

explains a noun directly while Predicate 

Adjective is explains a noun indirectly that 

located after to be. According to Geikhman, 

there are seven types of adjective of English 

which one of them is possessive.
57

 

Possessive is adjective words which 

show the possession of something. It 

describes to whom a thing belongs to. 

Possessive adjective is commonly shown by 

word ‗My‘, ‗Her‘, ‗Your‘, and many more. 

This should be following by noun that is 

being possessed. Here are the examples of 

adjective: 

The small boy. (Attribute Adjective) 

He is small. (Predicate Adjective)
58

 

That‘s my pen. (Possessive 

Adjective)
59

 

The word ‗small‘ is an adjective 

because it explain word ‗boy‘ (noun) and 

‗He‘ (noun) meanwhile word ‗My‘ is 

adjective because it modify noun pen and 

showing the possession of the pen itself. 

5) Adverb 

Adverb is a kind of class of word that 

explains a verb, adjective, or other adverbs. 

Adverb can also define as a word that can 

explain how, when, or where an action or 

activity is done. Based on meaning, adverb 
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is divided into adverb of manner, adverb of 

place and direction, adverb of time, and 

adverb of degree. 

Table 2.2 Adverb Classification 

Types Examples 

Adverb of Manner quickly, beautifully, slowly, 

easily, bravely 

Adverb of Place and 

Direction 

here, there, above, inside, 

straight, left 

Adverb of Time now, today, often, seldom 

Adverb of Degree very, too, rather, quite, more 

Examples: 

The Soldier fought bravely in the war. 

It is quickly written letter. 

It is an extremely quickly written letter. 

The word bravely is adverb of manner 

which is explainning the verb ‗fought‘ and 

explains how the soldier fought in a war. 

Meanwhile, quickly in second example 

explain the adjective ‗written‘ and the third 

example extremely explains adverb 

‗quickly‘. 

6) Preposition 

Preposition is a word that places 

before noun or pronoun that connect them to 

other part. A word comes after preposition is 

function as object or called object of 

preposition. The examples of preposition are 

about, across, before, behind, for, from, on, 

outside, without, and within.
60

 

Examples: 

They live across the street. 

Word across is preposition. 
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7) Conjunction 

Conjunction is a part of speech which 

connects words, part of sentences or 

connects a sentence to other sentences. 

Conjunction is divided into two, Coordinate 

and Subordinate Conjunction. Coordinate 

Conjunction connect equal sentence. While 

Subordinate Conjunction connect main 

clause to subordinate clause. The examples 

are: 

She is young and pretty. (Coordinate 

Conjunction) 

He did not come because he was ill. 

(Subordinate Conjunction) 

The word because is Subordinate 

Conjunction that connects main clause He 

did not come to subordinate clause he was 

ill. Thw word young and pretty is an equal 

word. That is why it connects with and as 

Coordinate Conjunction. 

8) Interjection 

Interjection is a word to express 

strong feeling such as happiness, sadness, 

anger, amazed, and commotion. Interjection 

usually followed by exclamation mark. The 

example of Interjection are My God!, Ah!, 

Oh!, and Well Done!. 

4. Novel 

According to Santoso and Wahyuningtyas, novel is 

a prose essay that is longer than a short story and tells the 

life of someone with more in-depth by using everyday 

language and discuss many aspects of human life.
61

 

Novel is an extended piece of prose fiction that contains 
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sixty thousand to seventy thousand words. In other word, 

the term "novel" is an extended works of fiction written 

in prose.  

Nurgiyantoro states that novel is a narrative 

fictitious prose which consists of some elements such as 

characters, theme, plot, setting, point of view, message, 

and language style.
62

 In the novel, the plot, characters, 

and settings are much more developed than in a short 

story. Novel is a long narrative, normally in prose that 

contain sequence of story about human living and their 

circumstance and others by feature the characteristic of 

each character. In the novel or short story, they are 

fictions; deal with truths, problems and conflict. 

Purba says novel interpreted as a fictional prose 

story with a certain length, which depicts the character, 

movement and real-life scenes that representative in a 

groove or a rather chaotic state or wrinkled.
63

 It is 

contains a series of stories of someone‘s life. Usually the 

novel tells the events in certain period. 

As a result, novel is one of the literary works that 

tell a fiction story. Novel often tells the stories life of 

someone. It is also describes event or experience. And the 

aim of novel itself is to entertain and to inform the reader. 

5. Synopsis of the Catcher in the Rye 

The Catcher in the Rye is the most famous novel 

from J.D. Salinger that was published in New York,USA 

by Little,Brown and Company. on 1951. This novel has 

been translated into 30 languages, and sold more than 

65m copies worldwide.This book consists of 234 pages.  

The Catcher in the Rye is the story of teenager 

Holden Caulfield‘s turbulent last few days before his 

Christmast vacation. During these days, Holden left 
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Pencey Prep, a boys‘ school where he had been kicked 

out of, and took off for a few nights alone in New York 

City. Holden told the story as a monologue, from sort of a 

mental facility where he‘s recovering from the stress of 

the experiences he retold. 

The story began when Holden watched a big 

Pencey football game. Holden did not enjoy the game, 

thus he took a walk to the house of his history teacher, 

Mr. Spencer. In the evening, he hung around with a rude 

and dull boy named Ackley and later he had a fight with 

his own roomate, a ladies‘ man named Stradlater. After 

he fight, Holden decided to get up and leave Pencey Prep 

immediately. He finished packing and left the campus in 

the middle of the night while everyone was sleeping.  
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