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ABSTRACT 

TEACHING AND LEARNING VOCABULARY USING SEMANTIC MAPPING 

TECHNIQUE OF EIGHT GRADE OF SMPN 15 BANDAR LAMPUNG IN THE 

ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2020/2021 

 

BY : 

RAHMAWATI 

 

Vocabulary is one of the important elements to master in order to be able to learn 

in English. This research was about teaching vocabulary using Semantic Mapping 

Technique of eight grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in the academic year 

2020/2021. The objectives of the research were to describe teaching and learning 

process in teaching vocabulary using Semantic Mapping Technique, and to know 

the teachers‟ problem and the students‟ problems in teaching and learning process. 

 

In this research, the researcher used qualitative descriptive research method. The 

researcher used purposive sampling technique to determine the sample. It means 

that the researcher choose an English teacher and determined class a sample. The 

researcher took class VIII B as sample which consisted of 30 students. In 

collecting data, the researcher used three kinds of instruments: they are 

observation, interview, and questionnaire.  

 

From the data analysis, the researcher conducted the research in one meeting to 

the teacher. There were three points of the results. The first, the process of 

teaching vocabulary using Semantic Mapping Technique at SMPN 15 Bandar 

Lampung has been conducted, in which the teaching and learning the teacher 

could not control the class well. The second, the teacher‟s problem in teaching 

vocabulary were that the teacher had difficulties to handle the students that 

seemed so noisy during vocabulary by using Semantic Mapping Technique and 

the teacher could not make student understand about words of vocabulary. The 

third, the problems faced by the students in learning vocabulary were that the 

students had difficulties in pronouncing, spelling, and memorizing new vocabulry. 

 

Keywords : Teaching vocabulary, semantic mapping technique, descriptive 

qualitative research.    
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MOTTO 

 

 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

25. Which is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye deny? 

26. Everyone that is thereon will pass away; 

27. There remaineth but the Countenance of thy Lord of Might and Glory. 

28. Which is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye deny? 

29. All that are in the heavens and the earth entreat Him. Every day He exerciseth 

(universal) power. 

30. Which is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye deny?
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
Abdullah Yusuf „Ali, The Holy Qur’an English Translation of The Meanings, (New 

Johar: the King Fahd Holy Quran Printing Compelx, 1987), p. 320 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Vocabulary is one of the early literacy skills, there is important for children 

to have in order they capable to read. If the children have more vocabulary, it can 

be easier for them to understand and know about what they read.
2
 So if the 

students have more vocabulary they can be easier to interact with other people. In 

addition, they can understand what they read and give their opinion about the 

reading easily. 

Vocabulary is an inseparable part of any language learning process it would 

be impossible to learn a language without vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of the 

important elements to master in order to be able to learn in English. The important 

role that this component plays has been  emphasized in all different methods of 

language teaching. Vocabulary is the first thing which should be taught because 

the lack of vocabulary causes someone to learn nothing. The students‟ capability 

in using them in written and spoken. 

Even though students realize the importance of vocabulay when learning a 

foreign language, most of junior high school students learn vocabulay passively 

due to several factors. According to Emor state that vocabulary is one of the 

important factors in all language teaching, because students must continually 

                                                           
2
Zulfandi. Teacher’ Strategy to Develop Students’ Vocabulary. (Unpublishes Thesis). 

Banda Aceh: UIN Ar-Raniry. 2011 
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learning words as they learn structure and practice sound system.
3
 In addition, 

according to Nation as cited in Zahedi state that words are the building blocks of a 

language since they label injects, actions, ideas without which people cannot 

convey the intended meaning. Knowing vocabulary means understanding how the 

words are put in different contexts and used differently.
4
 

Everyone cannot master a lot of vocabulary easily. Nevertheless even for 

students, they are demanded to master as much as vocabulary based on the 

curriculum created by government. Some students can master it easily, but some 

cannot. Therefore, it needs ways in order to help the students to master vocabulary 

easily, and one of the ways is by applying in teaching learning process. 

Language learning cannot be separated from learning its vocabulary because 

the language itself consists of many vocabularies which make language. To make 

the students interest in learning English and able to communicate in English, the 

teacher as a facilitator should be able to solve the problems faced in classroom. 

The teacher must create good atmosphere in classroom, select relevant materials 

and apply the suitable technique in order to make the teaching learning process 

runwell.   

Regarding several factor above, teacher must arouse the students‟ interest in 

learning vocabulary by providing a good model of teaching and make them feel 

                                                           
3
Emor, J., Suhartono. L., & Riyanti, D. Using Semantic Mapping in Teaching Vocabulary 

throught Descriptive Text. (Unpublished Thesis) Pontianak: Tanjungpura University. (2012), p. 1-

14. 
4
Zahedi, Y., & Abdi, M. The Effect of Semantic Mapping Strategy on EFL Learners‟ 

Vocabulary Learning. International Conference on Education and Educational Psychology 

(ICEEPSY) Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 69 (2012). P. 2273-2280 
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enjoy in learning vocabulary. Teaching vocabulary with creativity in such 

different way is needed. Teaching vocabulary needs appropriate and different 

technique, so that the students become active in the classroom, and stimulate them 

to use the words which they have already learn. It is hoped that good technique 

will be most interesting and motivating the students so that the students become 

active in the classroom. 

English teacher needs to teach students effectively, especially the students‟ 

vocabulary, in order that the students have great motivation. The teacher can do 

the one of some ways in improving students‟ vocabulary. One of appropriate 

technique that can be used in teaching vocabulary is Semantic Mapping 

Technique. 

According to Graves in Antonaccian O‟Callaghan that Semantic Mapping is 

one of the most powerful technique to teach vocabulary because it engages 

students in thinking about word relationship.
5
 A semantic mapping strategy allow 

students to conceptually explore their knowledge of a new word by mapping it 

with other related words or phrases similar in meaning to the new word.
6
 It means, 

semantic mapping is a strategy that depict in interconnected words for 

representing concept. it can support students to create their own understanding of 

certain text into their own work by categorize word meanings. 

                                                           
5
 Antonacci, P. A. O‟Callaghan, C. M. Promoting Literacy Development (50 Research-

Based Strategies for K-8 Learners). Los Angeles : Sage Publications, Inc. 2012 
6
Macceca Stephanie, “Reading Strategy For Science Second Edition”, (Shell Education, 

2014), p. 68 
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From the explanation above, Semantic Mapping strategy as one of the 

effective vocabulary learning strategies, allows students to learn and recall more 

words. Semantic Mapping provide the additional benefit of helped students 

visualize how word meanings can be categorized. Semantic Mapping technique 

allowed  the students to explore their knowledge of a new word by a creating a 

map using other related words or phrases similar in meaning to the new word. The 

use of semantic mapping is expected to motivate the students to learn, and make 

them not get bored in English teaching learning process. 

Based on the preliminary research on June 21
th

, 2021 at SMPN 15 Bandar 

Lampung of Eighth Grade, the researcher found that teaching vocabulary through 

Semantic Mapping was applied there. From the interview, the researcher found 

that most of students find difficulties meaning of vocabulary, and the teacher also 

not make the students understand about word knowledge although the teacher has 

been used semantic mapping technique. Furthermore, during the interview the 

English teacher said that she had used Semantic Mapping Technique in teaching 

vocabulary. she gave an example the teacher ask to the students to describe about 

“Elephant”, the students are still confused to answer and described what the 

teacher asked before. It is one of student‟s problem that difficulty in learning 

English because they did not know how to described and how to answer. The 

teacher said that is students‟ enthusiasm for learning was still low if it was not 

facilitated by a dictionary, for now our school does not provide a dictionary for 

every students. The teacher also said that parental support factors are also very 

important for the process of developing students‟ knowledge in learning 



5 

vocabulary. Thus, the students‟ vocabulary is still low. Then, most of them only 

know a little bit of vocabulary, although they had been taught by using Semantic 

Mapping. The researcher hopes the students can discover the relationship between 

the words which they have know, and they can learn new words from his strategy 

which make them recognize which word they need for their better understanding 

English. Beside that by introducing new vocabulary using this technique 

regularly, the researcher hopes the students can discover the strategy of defining 

and clarifying the unknown words. 

There were some previous research. One of the research was conducted by 

Stefanie about the effect of using semantic mapping technique on the seventh 

grade students vocabulary achievement in reading descriptive text.
7
 The purpose 

of previous research is to know whether or not there was a significant effect of 

using Semantic Mapping Technique on the seventh grade students‟ vocabulary 

achievement in reading descriptive text. The research respondents were 

determined by using cluster random sampling. The research design was used quasi 

experimental with pretest-posttest non-equivalent groups. The data were obtained 

from the students‟ score of pretest and posttest and documentation. The main data 

was analyzed by using independent sample t-Test, and it showed that the value of 

sig. The writer revealed that there is a significant effect of using Semantic 

Mapping technique on the seventh grade students‟ vocabulary achievement in 

reading descriptive text at SMPN 7 Bondowoso in 2013/2014 academic year. 

                                                           
7
Stefanie, “The Effect of Using Semantic Mapping Technique on The Seventh Grade 

Students Vocabulary Achievement in Reading Descriptive Text at AMPN 7 Bondowoso In 

2013/2014 Academic Year.” 
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The second previous research was conducted by Yuliana Yuyun about using 

semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary through descriptive text.
8
 The purpose 

of previous research is to investigate the effectiveness of using semantic mapping 

to increase the students‟ vocabulary achiement. The method used in this research 

is pre-experimental study. It used measurement technique and the type used is 

multiple choice and matching word which consist of 20 test items with two 

suppported descriptive text. The sample of this research is 31 students from class 

VIII B. Based on the data, it was qualifying average to very good. The result 

conclude that using semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary through descriptive 

text is effective increase the students‟ achiement of vocabulary. 

Meanwhile the current research, Semantic Mapping Technique was 

conducted to teach vocabulary by the teacher. And the researcher interview the 

teacher and the students. Meanwhile, the purpose of current research is focused on 

interview the teacher and the students to know the teaching process and also the 

problem in teaching vocabulary using Semantic Mapping Technique. 

As such, the writer have known the teaching and learning process of English 

subject in SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung by interview the teacher on teaching 

vocabulary through Semantic Mapping Technique which has been used by the 

teacher. In addition, the reseacher was found the information about the causes of 

the problem that were faced by the teacher and the students in teaching and 

learning of vocabulary. 

                                                           
8
Yuliana Yuyun, “Using Semantic Mapping in Teaching Vocabulary Through 

Descriptive Text to The Eighth Grade Students Of SMPN 2 Sadaniang In Academic years 

2015/2016.” 
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Based on the background above, the researcher will conduct a research 

“Teaching Vocabulary Using Semantic Mapping Technique at the First Semester 

of the Eighth Grade Students of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in Academic Year of 

2020/2021”. 

B. Identification of the Research 

Based on the background of the problem, the researcher identified the 

problem as follows: 

1. The teacher had difficulties to make students understand about 

knowledge of vocabulary. 

2. The students‟ vocabulary mastery was still limited. 

3. The students found difficulties in memorizing new vocabulary. 

 

C. Limitation of the Research 

Based on the research, the researcher focused on teaching and learning 

vocabulary using Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester of the eighth 

grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in academic year of 2020/2021. 

D. Formulation of the Research 

Based on the limitation above, the researcher formulated the problem as 

follows:  

1. How is the process of teaching vocabulary by using Semantic Mapping 

Technique at the first Semester of the eighth grade of SMPN 15 Bandar 

Lampung in the academic year of 2020/2021? 
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2. What are the teacher‟s problem in the process of teaching vocabulary by 

using Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester of the eighth 

grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in the academic year of 2020/2021 

? 

3. What are students‟ problems in the process of vocabulary by using 

Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester of eighth grade of 

SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in academic year of 2020/2021? 

 

E. Objective of the research  

The objectives of the research are : 

1. To know and describe the process of teaching vocabulary by using 

Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester of the eighth grade of 

SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in academic year of 2020/2021. 

2. To know and describe teacher‟s problem in the process teaching 

vocabulary by using Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester 

of the eighth grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in academic year of 

2020/2021. 

3. To know and describe student‟s problem in the process of learning 

vocabulary by using Semantic Mapping Technique at the first semester 

of the eighth grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in academic year of 

2020/2021. 

 

F. Use of the research 

1. As source of information for further research in teaching vocabulary. 
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2. It is expected that tgis research can provide useful in improving the quality 

of learning in the school. 

3. To give information to English teacher related to the problems may arise 

in teaching vocabulary through semantic mapping technique. 

G. Scope of the research  

1. Subject of the research 

The research subjects are the English teacher and the students at the first 

semester of the eighth grade of SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year of 2020/2021. 

2. Object of the research 

The research object was the use of  Semantic Mapping Technique in 

teaching English vocabulary. 

3. Time of the research 

The research was conducted  at the first  semester of eighth grade in the 

academic year of 2020/2021 

4. Place of the research 

The research was conducted  at SMPN 15 Bandar Lampung. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

As an international language English is considered as an important language 

to be learned. English is the first foreign language. The term „foreign languages‟ 

in the field of language teaching is a language not used as a communication tool 

in a particular country where the language is taught. It is support from Alwasilah 

states that English is a compulsory foreign language taught in all types of 

schools.
9
 Besides, Lauder state that English is specified as a compulsory subject, 

part of the Basic Curriculum.
10

 It means that English is considered as an important 

language to be taught and learned in starting from Junior High School up to 

Senior High School. One of the reasons why English must to be taught and 

learned in order the learners are able to faces the competition in global era. 

According to Harmer states that English as a foreign language is generally 

taken to apply the students who are studying general English at the schools and 

institutes in their own country or as transitory visitor in a target language 

country.
11

 It means that English as a foreign language is learned by the students 

only at school or institutions, it is not used for communication in daily activity in 

the country who did not use English for daily activity. 

                                                           
9
 A. Chaedar Alwasilah, Policy on Foreign Language Education in Indonesia, Vol. 7 No. 1 

Desember 2013, p.2 
10

 Allan Lauder, The Statusand Function of English in Indonesia: a Review of Key Factors, 

Vol. 12, No.1, Juli 2008; 9-20, p.16  
11

 Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing, (New York:Longman,2004), p.39 
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Most of the Indonesian students learn English only in the class as a subject 

that needs to be learned by students in Indonesia, not for daily communication. 

Therefore there are only some people who speak English well. Beside, teachers as 

the main idea on educating the students must begun attempting to teach foreign 

languages in the way that is more similar to first language acquisition. The teacher 

should prepare the material instructions, media, technique to make them easier to 

learn English. 

Brown state, that teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the 

learner to learn, setting the conditions for learning.
12

 It means that teaching is the 

teacher‟s activity to facilitate, enable, set, show and help learner how to do 

something. 

In conclusion, teaching English as foreign language is a process facilitating 

learning, enabling the learner to learn, helping someone to learn how to do 

something about English in the setting of the students are not the native speakers. 

This process should be done by the teacher based on the experience, knowledge 

and material preparation that aims of teaching can be reached. In addition, the 

teacher should notice needs of students who use English as a foreign language 

which has not much familiar with English itself. So the teacher is hoped to choose 

and use strategy or technique and the material in teaching English wisely and 

appropriate for the students. 

 

                                                           
12

 H Douglas Brown, Priciples of Languages Learning and Teaching, (5th Ed),(San 

Francisco : Pearson Education, 2006) , p.8 
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B. Concept of Teaching 

Claxton states teaching as what one person does to try and help another to 

learn.
13

 From the explanation above, the researcher assumes that teaching is a 

process imparting knowledge or skill to leaners. In teaching and learning process 

basically need students‟ active role to enable feedback between teacher and 

students, it means the teacher and students interacts each other. Furthermore, the 

teacher should creative used strategies and teachnique to support learning process. 

It is supported by Majores, “The application of appropriate teaching strategies and 

technique help the students build up their cognitive, psychomotor and affective 

skill.” He also states that teaching teachnique means to teaching and learning how 

to employ them in the teaching and learning process.
14

 

Teaching to Gerlach and Ely, “technique is a way, a tool or media teachers 

can use to onserv students toward the goal to be achieved.”
15

 It is mean technique 

is a tactic or a way of learning undertaken by teachers in implementing the 

teaching and learning activities in order to obtain optimal results. Teaching refers 

to the way teachers implement teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

                                                           
13

Sulistyo Parmei Saputro. “A Descriptive Study on Teaching Vocabulary Using Media at 

the Seventh Grade of SMP N 1 Tawangharjo Grobogan in 2012/2013 Academic Year”, (Surakarta: 

The Publication Article, 2013), Available on 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/26580/24/NASKAH_PUBLIKASI.pdf, Accessed on February 17
th

, 2020 at 

12.04 
14

Juvy G. Majores, Teaching Strategies in English, Available on 

http://www.litu.tu.ac.th/journal/FLLTCP/Proceeding/564.pdf Accessed on February 20
th

, 2020 at 

11.00 
15

Zainal Aqib, Model-Model, Media dan Strategi Pembelajaran Kontekstual (Inovatif), 
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C. Types of Teaching Technique 

Teaching technique is the way to support langauge leaning attainment 

because by using technique could make students interested and keep their 

concentration in learning process. According to Wang there are varieties of 

teaching technique, as follows:
16

 

1) Brainstorming is an activity used to generate ideas is small groups. The 

purpose is to generate as many ideas as possible within a specified time 

period. 

2) The case study is for detailed, documented studies and descriptions of a 

real-life situation, event, or problem. A critical incident analysis is a 

brief, more narrowly focused version of a case study. 

3) Concept mapping is a drawing/diagram with a brief description of how 

someone or some group thinks certain concepts are related there is no 

right or wrong approach. As students create concept maps, they reiterate 

ideas using their own words. 

4) Critical thinking is the intelectually disciplined process of actively and 

skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and or 

evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, 

experience, reflection, reasoning or communication, as a guide to belief 

and action. Although these methods for fostering students‟ critical 

thinking skills apply to web based learning, they can certainly be 

adapted for regular classroom use. 
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5) Distance learning, at its most basic level, distance education takes place 

when a teacher and students are separated by physical distance, and 

technology (i.e., voice, video, data and print) often in concert with face-

to-face communication, is used to bridge the instructional gap. 

6) Peer review activities, the use of peer review as a teaching technique. 

Topics include: planning for peer review sessions, helping students 

make effective comments, helping students handle divergent advice. 

7) Questioning strategies, questions should play an important role in every 

classroom-both students‟ questions and teachers‟ questions. Teachers 

can create an active learning environment by encouraging students to 

ask and answer questions. 

8) Role playing/simulation, in role playing, students assume the roles of 

various characters, such as historical or literary figures, scientists, 

political theorists, employess, etc. The role players may practice 

particular behaviors or skills while the other students observe and then 

critique the performance and the outcome. 

9) Lecture, the teacher typically stands in front of the students and may use 

a visual aid, such as a Power Point presentation, chalkboard or handout. 

Students are expected to listen and take notes during lectures, and there 

is limited interaction and exchange between teacher and students. 

10) Group discussion (in small or large groups), the group examines a 

problem or topic of interest with the goal of better understanding of an 
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issue or skill, reaching the best solution or developing new ideas and 

directions for the group. 

11) More Teaching Tips. 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded teaching technique 

varied, such as brainstorming, case study, concept mapping, critical 

thinking, distance learning, group discussion, lecture, peer review 

activities, questioning strategies, role playing/simulation, more teaching 

tips. Teaching technique used by teachers greatly promote the students, 

because a great influence on the delivery of materials to be easily 

understood. Therefore, teachers must be creative in choosing and using a 

technique in teaching learning process. 

 

D. Concept of Vocabulary 

1. Definition 

As we know language is inseparable from vocabulary. Part of language that 

really important is vocabulary. Without vocabulary people cannot transfer their 

idea well. Terminologically, there are many experts that have different 

explanation about vocabulary. It comes from Elfrieda states that vocabulary is the 

knowledge of meaning of words.
17

 Richards & Schmidt said that vocabulary is a 

set lexemes (the smallest unit in the meaning system of a language that can be 

distinguished from other similar units), including single words, compound words 
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and idioms.
18

 It means that vocabulary is one of necessary elements in language 

organized as a collection of words in list arranged by alphabetical that refers to 

language of system that have meaning.  

Nilforoushan state that vocabulary cannot be taught but can be presented, 

explained, included in all kinds of activities, but it must be learnt by individuals.
19

 

Hatch and Brown in Indiarti‟s also state that vocabulary refers to a list or a set of 

words that individual speakers of language might use.
20

 All the words in a 

language which has meaning that produced by human as the speakers being to 

express their mind. They use words in communication to convey meaning so that 

others can understand them. what information we want to convey will be accepted 

and understood by the listener if there is vocabulary. Vocabulary will be needed in 

order to intake accurate word choice, so it will effectively convey thought and 

ideas and vocabulary has big contraction to support the successful of learning 

English. Without vocabulary they can not develop their language skills namely, 

listening speaking, reading, writing and translating. 

It is strengthened by Pan and Xu that vocabulary is the most important 

element in learning well a foreign language as one of three basic parts (phonetics, 

vocabulary and grammar).
21

 It means that vocabulary is the most important 
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element of those skills. Without enough vocabulary knowledge students cannot 

produce their idea and express their feeling each other. 

According the theory above, it can be concluded that vocabulary is knowledge 

of word meaning which very important component in language learning especially 

in English. Without vocabulary we cannot communicate each other and also 

without vocabulary we can not exchange our mind. Vocabulary is knowledge of 

words, word meaning and spelling. The more we master vocabulary, the more 

ideas we should have, so we can communicate and share our ideas more effective. 

 

E. Types of Vocabulary 

Haycraft quoted by Hatch and Brown, indicate two kinds of vocabulary, 

namely receptive vocabulary and productive vocabulary. First, receptive 

vocabulary is words that learners recognize and understand when they are used in 

context, but which they cannot produce. It is vocabulary that learners recognize 

when they see or meet in reading text but do not use in speaking and writing. 

Second, productive vocabulary is the words that the learners understand and can 

pronounce correctly and use constructively in speaking and writing. It involves 

what is needed for receptive vocabulary plus the ability to speak or write at the 

appropriate time. Therefore, productive vocabulary can be addressed as an active 

process, because the learners can produce the words to express their thoughts to 

others.
22

 It means that when expressing the idea on our minds by orally or written, 
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the words that used on it called as productive vocabulary. But when hearing some 

idea from others, the words that used on it called as receptive vocabulary.  

In addition, Jo Ann Aebersold classifies the vocabulary into active and 

passive vocabulary consist of: 

1. Active vocabulary refers to items which the learner can use appropriatelt in 

speaking or writing and it is also called as productive vocabulary, althought, in 

fact, it is more difficult to put into practice. 

2. Passive vocabulary refers to language items that can be recognized and 

understood in the context of reading or listening, and it is also called as 

receptive vocabulary.
23

 Moreover, read divided vocabulary into two groups. 

a. Function words: words of kind article, prepositions, pronouns, conjunctions, 

auxiliaries, etc. They are seen as belonging more to the grammar of the 

language than to its vocabulary. They have little meaning in isolation and 

serve more to provide links within sentences, modify the meaning of content 

words and so on. 

b. Content words: it includes nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. They have 

full meaning in isolation.
24

 

The main focus of this study is in teaching vocabulary such as nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and prepositions. The further explanation about them as follows:
25

 

1). Nouns 

                                                           
23
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 Nouns are all the words that used for naming a person, place or thing. 

Noun can be classified in two groups such as concrete nouns and abstract noun.
26

 

The write focuses on concrete noun in this study. Here the example of nouns: 

George Washington, Spain, Home, Pencil, Beauty, Love, Justice. 

2). Verbs 

 Verbs are all the words that showed action, condition. The function of verb 

in the sentence is ti describe the action that is done by the subject. In grammar, a 

sentence consists of subject (noun or pronoun) and verb.
27

 For example: Rahmat 

buys a book, Amin washes his T-shirt. 

3). Adjectives 

 Adjectives are all the words that explained nouns and pronouns. There are 

two kinds of adjectives such as descriptive adjective and determine adjective.
28

 

For example: red hat, beautiful sunset, this house, that car, good book, a fast train. 

4). Preposition 

 Preposition are the word that consisted before noun or pronoun. 

Preposition is the word that showed the connection between noun or pronoun with 

many words in a sentence.
29

 There are several forms of preposition such as 

preposition with one syllable, preposition with two syllable, preposition that used 

with adjective and participle, and verb with preposition. In this study, the writer 

focuses on preposition with one syllable such as at, across, between, among, 
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below, behind, from, in, on, over, since, without, above, etc. Here the example of 

preposition with one syllable in a sentence: He say between Tono and Toni. 

Based on the theories above, it could be synthesized that vocabulary could 

be devided into several groups such as: active vocabulary and passive vocabulary, 

receptive vocabulary and productive vocabulary, and function words and content 

words. The important thing is knowing the meaning of the words in appropriate 

context the text or conversation. 

 

 

F. Concept of Teaching Vocabulary 

Teaching vocabulary is a crucial aspect in learning a language as a 

languages are based on words.
30

 It is almost impossible to learn language without 

words. Rescent research indicates that teaching vocabulary maybe problematic 

because many teachers are not confident about the best practice in vocabulary 

teaching and at times do not know where the begin to form an instructional 

emphasis on word learning. 

Harmer states that teaching vocabulary is clearly more than just presenting 

new words. Teacher must be careful in selecting the vocabulary that he or she will 

teach. Teacher and students need to know how it taks about language at various 

points during teaching and learning.
31

 Its means that the students will learn what 

the teacher ask them to know, but before that the teacher should determine what 
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words that will taught whether it is suitable or not for the students, so the students 

not only memorize the word but also know the use and context. 

Teaching vocabulary played important role in learning foreign language. 

Teacher should choose and apply some teaching techniques and media which are 

suitable with the students‟ need based on the curriculum. To achieve the goal of 

teaching vocabulary is required creativity of teachers of organize learning 

vocabulary in accordance with the context that will be taught. 

Teaching vocabulary can be done through four phases: 

a. Introducing: The teacher introduces new word with clearly and correctly 

pronunciation. 

b. Modeling : The teacher gives an example and act as a model. 

c. Practicing : The teachers train the students to imitate and practice. 

d. Applying : The students applying in the right situation with the teachers‟ 

help.
32

 

Based on the explanation above, it can be stated that teaching vocabulary is 

not just selecting a new word we also have to consider many aspects such as a 

number of class, the syllabus, and the level of student. The teacher must be able to 

know what kind of techniques use corn their goal. Teacher is a guidance who help 

the students in discovering the meaning of word. Vocabulary is also very essential 

especially for understanding English in the class in which teacher should pay 

attention to the teaching by choosing and applying some teaching techniques and 
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media which are suitable with the students‟ needs based on curiculum through 

some phrases. 

So the researcher concludes when teaching vocabulary, the teacher should 

realize that learning language always deals with a large number of the words. 

Knowing the words are described and categorize can help students understand that 

decisions and teacher make when it comes to the teaching and learning of the 

teaching vocabulary. 

 

G. Problem in Teaching and Learning Vocabulary 

In teaching learning process everything has bad and good sides. Especially in 

teaching vocabulary process a teacher usually finds some problems in teaching 

activity : 

1. Teachers’ Problem in Teaching Vocabulary 

Teaching vocabulary is clearly more than just presenting new words. 

Teacher to be careful in selecting the vocabulary that he/she will teach. Both 

students and teacher need to know how to talk about language at various points 

during learning and teaching.
33

 It means that the teacher have to mastery, the 

teacher have to know the point of language and vocabulary that will transfering in 

teaching and learning process. There are some problems in teaching vocabulary 

which affect the out comes of teaching learning vocabulary in the class. There are 

six problems that explained by Thakur as the following explanation. 
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1). Over-Crowded classes: teachers of English experience a lot of problems 

in handling such a big class. It is difficult to pay due attention to individual 

students and it is very much desirable in English classroom. 

2). Lack of competent teachers: in competent teachers are the main source 

of trouble as far as the teaching of English in school. There are either trained in 

old methods and have never  cared to look something better in new techniques or 

there are those who receive new insight but never apply their knowledge to actual 

teaching work and remain satisfied with routine methods. Sometimes, English is 

taught by those who did not offer this subject while under training. 

3). Faulthy method of teaching: the teaching of English suffers from the 

faulty methods of teaching. In most of the schools, the Translation Method is the 

sole favorite with the teachers. The teacher picks up the reader, translates the 

paragraph, writes the meanings of difficult words on the blackboard and assigns 

some homework and that is all. No attention is ever paid to pronounciation 

practice, listening comprehension and structure practice so that when they pass 

out, they are as ignorant as they were when they first entered the English class. 

4). Non-availability of good text-books: text books of English used in 

schools are sub-standard. The books are edited or written by those who are not 

actual practicing teachers. No effort is made to select before hand graded 

vocabulary for use in the text books. 

5). Apathy to new technique and procedure: most of the teachers working in 

middle and high schools are both ignorant and apathetic to the new techniques and 

procedures of teaching of English. The new generation of teachers in being given 



24 

training in new method but the teachers fail miserably when they are actually put 

on the job. 

6). Inadequate provision of teaching aids: a general survey of teaching in 

schools would reveal that most of the teaching is being done without the help of 

any aid. The teacher of English hardly takes any initiative to prepare even simple 

charts or flashcards which can greatly help them in teaching their subject well.
34

 

The other problems in teaching vocabulary such as:
35

 

a. The teacher is unable to make the students understand many words 

knowledge abd use them in English listening, speaking, reading and 

writing; 

b. The teacher also unable to repeat the frequencies of same words are so 

low, that is make students cannot memorize the words they have been 

learned. 

c. Teaching vocabulary does not distinguish common words from from 

uncommon words, which is make students more burden to memorize the 

vocabulary. 

d. Present vocabulary teaching lacks logics and does not reveal the 

regularity og English words. 

e. The main problem with vocabulary teaching is that only a few words and 

a small part of what is required to know a word can be dealt with at any 

                                                           
34

Jyoti Thakur, Journal of Educationia Confab Vol.2, no. 1, January 2013: Challenges 

and prospects in Teahing English (Punjab, Chitkara University, 2013), pp. 127-128. 
35

 Qul Tang, The Effectivenes of Dictation Method in College English Vocabulary 

Teaching. (Beijing: College Foreign Studies of Guilin University of Technology, 2012), p. 1472 



25 

one time.
36

 It means that the problem faced by the teacher is about 

knowing a word. 

Furthermore, according to Nation the main problem with vocabulary 

teaching is that only a few words and a small part of what is required to know a 

word can be dealt with at any one time. Teaching can effectively deal with only a 

small amount of information about a word as a time. The more complex the 

information is, the more likely the learners are to miss interpret it.
37

 When the 

teacher should teach some words in a meeting, sometimes it is difficult to share 

because the students only can understand and memorize some of them. It will 

make students confused if there are too many word, whereas they have to know 

much knowledge by learning on the moment. Hence, the target is less successfull 

because the students only can catch some words or vocabulary that the teacher 

asks them to know. 

From the explanation above, the researcher concludes there are some 

problems in teaching vocabularysuch as the teacher is unable to make students 

understand so many words, the teacher does not distinguish common words from 

uncommon words, present vocabulary teaching lacks logic and also does not 

reveal the regularity of English words, the last problem in teaching is about 

knowing a word. Teacher has to be careful in selecting the vocabulary that he/she 

was taught. When the teacher should teach some words in a meeting, sometimes it 

is difficult to share because the students only can understand and memorize some 
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of the. It will make the students confused if there are too many words, where as 

they have to know much knowledge by learning on the moment.  

 

2. Students’ problem in Learning Vocabulary 

A student is trying to use the language by using vocabulary into certain 

sentences in order to be able to communicate and transfer their ideas in any 

activity of learning language. In learning vocabulary the students have problem. 

Other factors that make some words more difficult than other are: 

a. Pronunciation; research shows that difficult to pronounce are more 

difficult to learn. Potentially difficult words will typically be those that 

contain sounds that are unfamiliar to some groups of students. 

b. Spelling; sound-spelling mismatches are likely to be the cause of errors, 

either of pronunciation of spelling, and can contribute to a word‟s 

difficulty. Words that contain silent letters are particularly problematic. 

c. Length and complexity; long words seem to be more difficult to learn 

that short ones. Dealing with complex words also tends to be more 

difficult than the simple one. 

d. Grammar; also problematic is grammar associated with the word 

grammar of phrasal werb is particularly troublesome. Some phrasal 

verbs are separable, but others are not. 

e. Meaning; when two words overlap in meaning, students are likely to 

confuse them. Words with multiple meaning can also be troublesome 

for students. 
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f. Range, connotation and idiomaticity; words that can be used in a wide 

range of context will generally be perceived as easier than their 

synonyms with a range. Uncertainly as to the connotations of some 

words may cause problems too.
38

 

It can be concluded that students usually acquire new words in their 

textbooks or when given by the teachers during classroom lessons and the 

students do not applying what they have learnt. It means that to get well 

language the learners can try to include pronunciation, length and 

complexity spelling, grammar, and meaning by using vocabulary. 

Some of those problems are the students felt that the teacher explanation for 

meaning or definition, pronunciation, spelling and grammatical function is 

boring. In this research, researcher analysed some points of the students 

problems according to the students junior high school, the points are 

pronounciation, spelling, length and complexity and meaning. 

 

H. Concept of Semantic Mapping Technique 

Johnson explain that semantic mapping is a categorical structuring of 

information in graphic from. 
39

 Semantic mapping strategy is visual displays of 

word meanings organizes to depict relationship with other words.
40

 This 

vocabulary technique allows students to acquire and use accurately a clearer 
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concept by learning the connections and relationships among several related 

words.
41

 A teacher must be able to select a technique exactly in learning process. 

Technique must stimulate the students into material in the learning process. Using 

semantic mapping technique can create interesting teaching. Semantic map is one 

type of graphic organizer. Students will manage how to make relationship 

between a word to another word. According to Johnson and Pearson in 

Supramaniam, semantic map is graphic arrangement of words and it show how 

new words and ideas. Related to each other with in text.
42

 It means that semantic 

mapping will show how words and ideas are related to others by manage them. In 

the case of point, semantic mapping is a teacher directed study of a word or 

concept in realtion to other related words and ideas. It is used by the teacher to 

guide the students in vocabulary. By using strategy studets will be more easy to 

learning vocabulary. They will decide the ideas and connect them. This strategy is 

also flexible to use, so that it will make the teacher and the students easy in 

learning. Semantic mapping technique is the one alternative technique that can be 

applied to the students.  

According to Beck, McKeown and Kucan Semantic Mapping strategy is 

research reveals that to develop students‟ vocabularies, teachers need to promote 

in-depth word knowledge. According to Graves, Semantic Mapping strategy is 
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one of the most powerful approaches to teaching vocabulary because it engages 

students in thinking about word realtionships.
43

 

Semantic mapping is a strategy for graphically representing concept. A 

semantic word map allows students to conceptually explore their knowledge of a 

new word by mapping it with other related words or phrases similar in meaning to 

the new word.
44

 According to sthal, et al in Khasraz, Semantic Mapping technique 

involve drawing of relationship between words according to their use in a 

particular text and it is best introduced as a a collaborative effort between the 

teacher and the class.
45

 It means that Semantic Mapping has relationship between 

words and in particular text and it can be used by the teacher and students. In 

addition, according to Barcroft, he defines semantic mapping as thye increased 

evaluation of an item with regard to its meaning. A Semantic Mapping can be 

used as a tool for discovering the conceptual relationship between vocabulary 

items.
46

 

Here is an example of a map from  the descriptive text the topic is My Hero. 

The words with Michael Jordan, personality, hobby, and body in the map. It is 

was introduced by the teacher. 

Title : My Hero 
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Identification : Michael Jordan is a famous basketball player. Michael Jordan is 

certainly looks like a stars. 

Description : He is tall, well built and handsome. He is always well dressed. His 

personality is as good as his playing ability. He is confident. He is also genereous. 

He gives a lot of money to charity. His hobby is playing golf, baseball, and 

cooking. He often cooks for his family. (Taken from Kumalarani : 136) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semantic Mapping I : My Hero 

 

My Hero 

Michael 

Jordan 

Personality Hobby Body 

Good 

Confident 

Genereous 

Tall 

Well built 

Handsome 

Cooking Playinggolf Baseball 
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Decscription of map from My Hero : 

1. The box with blue clolor is the topic. That is taken based on the descriptive 

text of My Hero. 

2. The box with dark blue color is the word that already introduce to the 

students. That is the key word that for makes students easily thinks as many 

words as they can that are related to the topic based on the text of My Hero. 

3. The box or symbol with purple, tosca, and pink color is the characteristic or 

description of word that is taken from the descriptive text of My Hero. Tis 

categories are makes by students. They are only to read the text for continue 

the map. 

 Based on the curriculum. Junior high school have to learn descriptive text 

in the seventh and eight grade. Descriptive text is a kind of the text is the 

description of particular thing, animal, person, and others, for forinstance : our 

pets or a person we know well. The descriptive text is built from two generic 

structures. Pardiyono writes that descriptive text begins with the identification and 

description. 

 Identification : Identifies phenomenon to be described. 

 Description  : Describes parts, qualities, characteristic, etc. 



32 

Descriptive often used „be‟ and „have‟. Tense which is often used is Simple 

Present Tense, However, sometimes it used Past Tense of the thing to be 

described doesn‟t exist anymore. Significant Grammatical Features: 

Junior high school students especially the eighth grade learned about the 

description of things and animals, description of a person and description of a 

particular place. The vocabulary often used in descriptive text are the words 

which are related to the name of place (location, destination, the function, the 

appearance and the evidence if needed). For particular place, the words are 

used to describe the characteristic features of the subject. By using descriptive 

text we can teach vocabulary. Because in descriptive text there are many words 

that include kind of basic word. Here an example of descriptive text. 

Sasan state that Semantic Mapping as a strategy that helps the learner recall 

words better.
47

 The students can understand the concepts based on the descriptive 

text. In this case, semantic mapping used for teaching vocabulary through a 

descriptive text.  also can be called as a form of graphic organizer. There are many 

forms of graphic organizer that can be represented  by using diagram, image, and 

prepositional content in order to make the students are easier to understand about 

the material that presented by the teacher.  

Based on the statement above, so the researcher can conclude that the 

students vocabulary can be increased through semantic mapping technique 

because the students can discover the relationship between the words which they 

have known, and they can learn new words from his strategy which make them 
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recognize which word they need for their better understanding English. Beside 

that by introducing new vocabulary using this technique regularly, the researcher 

hopes the students can discover the strategy of defining and clarifying the 

unknown words. Semantic mapping technique can be applied for all level of class, 

thus make the teacher easier to apply this technique for teaching vocabulary in the 

classroom. Students will be easier to find and understand difficult of the materials 

when they discussed with his friend. Semantic mapping technique is active 

learning, creative, effective, fun, teamwork and speed priority between students to 

achieve the objectives learning through cards. In this learning,teachers not only 

impart knowledge to students, but also have to build knowledge in his or her 

thinking. 

I. Procedure of Teaching Vocabulary by Using Semantic Mapping 

The framework of semantic mapping includes, to concept of word, two 

categories example, and another examples. This is a very interactive process and 

should be modeled by the teacher first. The step involved in semantic mapping 

are: write the concept words as they can for the concept word, write the list on the 

board or overhead and have students copy it, and finally in group have students 

put the words into categories. 

According by Macceca Stephani (2014) the procedure of semantic mapping 

consist of eight stages, as follows:
48

 

1. Determine the central concept prior to assigning it to students. 

                                                           
48

Macceca Stephanie, “Reading Strategy For Science Second Edition”, (Shell Education, 

2014), p. 68 
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2. It is important to think about important related ideas, events, 

characterictics, and examples to effectively prepare for a healthy 

discussion. 

3. After introducing the concept to students, ask them to brainstorm words 

relating to the concept. 

4. Record their ideas on the board. 

5. Expand the discussion around the words that suggest large related 

categories, ideas, events characteristics, and examples. 

6. Point out those words on the list that are likely to be most useful for 

organizing the main concept. 

7.  Have students work independently to determine which words belong 

under the appropriate categories. 

8. Once students have completed the semantic word map activity sheet, 

have them present their words and explain their reasons for choosing 

each word for the appropriate category. 

 

J. Advantage and Disadvantage Semantic Mapping Technique 

Semantic mapping is a visual display that demonstrates relationships 

between one word to another. Antonnaci explain the advantages of using semantic 

mapping as follow: 

a. Helping to develop word knowledge; 

b. Helping to activate students‟ prior knowledge; 
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c. Helping to determine how much building knowledge is required;
49

 

 

In addition, this strategy has disadvantage of using semantic map according 

to Eppler: 

a. It is not easy to apply by beginner students; it requires extensive 

training. 

b. It is difficult to find out the relation between the ideas. 

c. The overall pattern does not necessarily assist memorability.
50

 

On the other hand, a lecturing is probably the oldest teaching strategy and 

s still used widely used by many teachers in the classroom. A lecturing is an oral 

presentation intended to present mateial or teach people about particular subject. 

Kelly defined that lecturing is a teaching strategy where an instructor is the 

central focus of information transfer. Sometimes, they will write on a board or use 

an overhead projector to provide visual for students. Students are expected to take 

note while listening to lecture. Usually, very little exchange occurs between the 

instructor and the students during a lecturing.
51
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Antonacci, et al. 2011. 40 Strategies for Middle and Secondary Classrooms Developing 

Conten Area Literac. Sandiego: Sage. 
50

Eppler, A Comparison between Mapping Method. Journal Information Visualization, 5, 

201-210. Doi:10, 1057/palgrave.ivs.95000.131. (2006). 
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