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ABSTRACT 

 

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENTS’ SIMPLE 

PRESENT TENSE MASTERY AND SPEAKING ABILITY IN 

DAILY CONVERSATION AT THE FIRST SEMESTER OF 

THE EIGHTH GRADE OF AT MTS MASYARIQUL ANWAR 

BANDAR LAMPUNG IN  ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021 

 

By 

Novi Nurmalasari 

 

The objective of this research was to know whether there is a 

significant correlation between students’ simple present tense mastery 

and speaking ability in daily conversation at first semester of the eight 

grade students of MTS Masyariqul Anwar in the academic year of 

2020/2021. 

The research methodology used was correlation research. The 

population of this research was the eight grade students of MTS 

Masyariqul Anwar, it included 35 students from two classes. The 

sample was class VIIIB, it consisted 17 students. To take the sample, 

the researcher used cluster random sampling. In collecting the data, 

the researcher used test. They were simple present test and speaking 

test. The instruments were multiple choice that consisted 30 items for 

simple present test and conversation test. The topics of speaking test 

were about making dialogue daily conversation and the topics were at 

school, library, hospital and home. In analyzing the data, the 

researcher used SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Science) 

From the result of hypothetical test, it showed the significant value 

was 0.000. This meant the alternative hypothesis was accepted and 

null hypothesis was rejected because the significant value < 0.05. 

While, based on the r value table, there was a high correlation as the r 

value was 0.709. In other words, it could be concluded that there was 

a significant correlation between students’ simple present tense 

mastery and speaking ability in daily conversation at the first semester 

of the eight grade students of MTS Masyariqul Anwar in the academic 

year of 2020/2021.  

 

Keywords: Correlation Research, Simple Present tense Mastery, 

Speaking Daily Conversation 
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MOTTO 

 

                               

         

And He taught Adam all the names, then presented them to the angels; 

then He said: Tell me the names of those if you are right.  

(QS. Al Baqarah: 31)1 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

        The goal of teaching and learning English is to make students 

master English skills. They are four English skills namely 

speaking, reading, listening, and writing.
1
 Those should be 

mastered by the students, certainly. Skill is the ability, dexterity to 

do something well and carefully.
2
 Speaking was one of four 

language skills that must be studied by junior high school 

students. Even though it was an obligatory skill in English 

language teaching, speaking was often considered timid, so that 

many teachers and students avoid teaching and learning it. The 

Ability to use oral language to communicate effectively is a key 

foundation for a student‟s academic success informal education.
3
 

Speaking is a crucial part of foreign language learning and 

teaching.  

         Moreover, the success of English learning can be seen 

generally through speaking ability. According to Kalayo, many 

language learners regard speaking ability as a measure of knowing 

a language
4
. so that the student‟s success in English learning can 

be seen from the ability to speak English. It should improve 

student's communication ability, and learn how to use language, 

appropriately. 

        Furthermore, speaking is a productive skill that can be 

directly and empirically observed.
5
  According to Taringan 

                                                             
1Sanggam Siahaan, Issues In Linguistics (1st Ed), (Yogyakarta: GrahaIlmu, 

2007), p.215 
2Hasibuan, Kalayo and Ansyari, Fauzan. Teaching English as a Foreign 

Language. (Pekanbaru:Alfa Riau,2007), p.101 
3John murno, Teaching oral language (Camberwell Victoria : Australian 

council for Educational Ltd,  2011).p. 3 
4Hasibuan, Kalayo and Ansyari, Fauzan. Teaching English as a Foreign 

Language.(Pekanbaru:Alfa Riau,2007), p.101  
5 Douglas Brown, language Assessment Principle and Classroom Practices 

( San Fransisco, Ed. 1 2004,).p.140 
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speaking was the ability of a person to say articulation sounds or 

words that aim to express states and convey the thoughts of the 

person's ideas and feelings, so as people know that speaking skills 

were the most important part in language, success or failure in 

conveying information to others, based on the language, when the 

language was easy to understand then success in speaking can be 

achieved. Most people assume that speaking skills are the most 

difficult skills in the language. 

        Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning 

that concerns producing receiving and processing information. 

When someone speaks, he or she interacts and uses the language 

to express his or her ideas, feeling, and thought. It was the means 

through which learners can communicate with others to achieve 

certain goals or to express their opinions, intentions, hopes, and 

viewpoints. As the English Education Department mastered 

speaking is a crucial thing due to communicating effectively. To 

do so, learners should know the components of speaking therefore 

they can speak correctly and fluently. Those components are 

vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, and fluency.  

           So, as for the writer, to make us easy to deliver and people 

to receive, speaking has to be done appropriately and it contains 

ideas, emotions, intentions, and hopes. To do so, the components 

have to be concerned and practiced more. So, students do not 

make any misunderstanding or misleading in the process. 

          Little the teachers know the current English conversation 

learning system must prioritize student's communication skills. 

Because in such a way it was made students easier to express 

themselves in learning and following the rules of English in 

communicating. Some students have a lack of desire to speak 

because of their shyness and low confidence, but there is no 

appropriate solution about how teachers can overcome this 

problem.  

There are some Techniques to promote speaking
6
 

                                                             
6 Hayriye Kayi, “Teaching Speaking: Activities to Promote Speaking in a 

Second  
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           The First was Discussions, After a content-based lesson, a 

discussion can be held for various reasons. The students may aim 

to arrive at a conclusion, share ideas about an event, or find 

solutions in their discussion groups. Before the discussion, it is 

essential that the purpose of the discussion activity was set by the 

teacher. In this way, the discussion points were relevant to this 

purpose, so that students do not spend their time chatting with 

each other about irrelevant things. For example, students can 

become involved in agree/disagree discussions. In this type of 

discussions, the teacher can form groups of students, preferably 4 

or 5 in each group, and provide controversial sentences like 

“people learn best when they read vs. people learn best when they 

travel”. Then each group work on their topic for a given time 

period, and presents their opinions to the class. It is essential that 

the speaking should be equally divided among group members. At 

the end, the class decides on the winning group who defended the 

idea in the best way. This activity fosters critical thinking and 

quick decision making, and students learn how to express and 

justify themselves in polite ways while disagreeing with the 

others. For efficient group discussions, it is always better not to 

form large groups, because quiet students may avoid contributing 

in large groups. The group members can be either assigned by the 

teacher or the students may determine it by themselves, but groups 

should be rearranged in every discussion activity so that students 

can work with various people and learn to be open to different 

ideas. Lastly, in class or group discussions, whatever the aim is, 

the students should always be encouraged to ask questions, 

paraphrase ideas, express support, check for clarification, and so 

on. 

          The Second was Role Play, One other way of getting 

students to speak was role-playing. Students pretend they were in 

various social contexts and had a variety of social roles. In role-

play activities, the teacher gave information to the learners such as 

who they were and what they think or feel.  

                                                                                                                                   
Language”. ITESLJ, Vol. XII No. 11 (2006). Available on: 

http://itesj.org/Techniques/Kayi/TeachingSpeaking.html (September 27th 2017 
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           The Third was Simulations. Simulations was very similar 

to role-plays but what makes simulations different than role plays 

was that they were more elaborate. In simulations, students can 

bring items to the class to create a realistic environment. For 

instance, if a student was acting as a singer, she bring a 

microphone to sing and so on. Role plays and simulations had 

many advantages. First, since they was entertaining, they motivate 

the students. Second, they increase the self-confidence of hesitant 

students, because in role play and simulation activities, they will 

had a different role and do not have to speak for themselves, 

which means they do not had to take the same responsibility. 

           The Fourth Information Gap in this activity, students was 

supposed to be working in pairs. One student will had the 

information that other partner does not have and the partners will 

share their information. Information gap activities serve many 

purposes such as solving a problem or collecting information. 

Also, each partner plays an important role because the task cannot 

be completed if the partners do not provide the information the 

others need. These activities are effective because everybody has 

the opportunity to talk extensively in the target language. 

          The Fifth was Brainstorming, on a given topic, students can 

produce ideas in a limited time. Depending on the context, either 

individual or group brainstorming was effective and learners 

generate ideas quickly and freely. The good characteristics of 

brainstorming was that the students are not criticized for their 

ideas so students will be opened to sharing new ideas. 

          The last was Storytelling, students can briefly summarize a 

tale or story they heard from somebody beforehand, or they may 

create their own stories to tell their classmates. Story telling 

fosters creative thinking. It also helps students express ideas in the 

format of beginning, development, and ending, including the 

characters and setting a story has to have. Students also can tell 

riddles or jokes. For instance, at the very beginning of each class 

session, the teacher may call a few students to tell short riddles or 

jokes as an opening. In this way, not only will the teacher address 

students‟ speaking ability, but also get the attention of the class. 
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        Undoubtedly, those were several techniques to which 

teachers can apply in the daily basic learning process. And writers 

have experienced that such techniques was gave students more 

action also motion, so the class was more active. Yet, not only 

students but also teachers can had some fun but still effective and 

the goals are achieved. However, the practice must go on whether 

in a class or home, that practice makes perfect. 

        But, most teachers in Indonesia, only used the memorization 

technique. Without added more techniques such have written 

above.  As a consequence, the learning process was felt so long 

and boring for the students less active. For this reason, teachers 

have been more creative to develop new methods and approaches. 

Of course, the methods above can be took as an example, but 

others can be accepted as long as it was reliable and relatable to 

the condition of the class. 

       In testing the ability to speak a person, sometimes a teacher 

made confused by finding difficulties in determining the judgment 

because each student has a difference in understanding the lesson 

and having different abilities in learning the language. There was 

a good student in pronouncing the pronunciation of each word, but 

he fails in conveying his idea of no content, or message delivered. 

Generally, many students had difficulty expressing ideas orally, so 

students were confused to speak the same case described earlier. 

       To make it clear, these were several difficulties that the writer 

has seen in some cases, to show that, The first one was 

vocabulary, the lack of vocabulary made students hard to speak 

long and use more variative words.  In this case, students had to 

enrich their lexicon and search for different, unique, and 

uncommon word sit will make speaking more elegant and fluent. 

On the other hand, it will increase the speed of speech students do 

not do much mumbling in speech. The mumbling was caused by 

the limited word on our head, sometimes the students know what 

they were went to speak in their native language in their mind but 

can not reveal the ideas in English because of the deficiency of 

vocabulary they had. 



 6 

       Secondly was a grammatical deficiency. It is acceptable when 

it comes to the practice session. Because it needs to grow the 

courage of the students to speak first and can figure the 

grammatical rules later. Even so, the grammar should be perfected 

to grew more confident in speaking, and also the audience can 

took the ideas correctly and clearly. 

       Brows say that grammar was a system of rules governing the 

conventional arrangement and relationship of words in sentences.
7
 

Writer interest in speaking because the writer wants to research 

further and found out what were the solutions to solving problems, 

or difficulties that students face in learned speaking skills.  In this 

research, the writer was assess students' ability to grammar in 

conveyed something that happens in everyday life.  There were 

aspects of some aspects of existing word clauses, sentence, active 

voice, passive voice, verb, and tenses.  In this research writer was 

test, students‟ ability to make sentences used one of the tenses that 

the writer to the ok, namely simple present tense. 

      Thirdly limited to recite words or pronunciation so it was 

difficulty to pronounce the word that it says correctly. As the case 

occurs, sometimes a teacher does not payed attention to the good 

pronunciation and true so that the mistake carried out 

continuously by students, the case was sometimes the teacher was 

less through in pronouncing pronunciation well. In this issue, 

students often have difficulty with how to recited words that 

correspond to the existing pronunciation. The obvious or absence 

of a person's speaking ability lies in the four issues mentioned 

above.  

       The fourth aspects of speaking assessment were very 

important and very sustainable if one of the third assessments was 

not possessed, It can be said that the speaking skill was not yet 

perfect, but conversely, if they fulfill or have these third aspects, 

students can said to have achieved in learning speaking skills. In 

teaching and learning English as a foreign language it needs 

                                                             
7H.douglas Brown, Teaching By Principe an Interactive Approach in 

language pedagogy (2nd Ed), (New York: Longman, 1994), p. 347 
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Grammar to speak and write correctly. The students need 

Grammar to made a good sentence.  Grammar was one of the 

components of language that must be mastered by the students to 

learn English. Because the grammatical rules of the Indonesian 

language were different from English. That is why Learning 

English Grammar was very important to understand.  

        Speaking was a productive skill that can directly and 

empirically be observed. It requires students or learners to 

produce. Without speaking skills, they will just keep silent. To 

speak well, they must practice their skill in everyday life. 

Therefore, the teacher should allowed students to practice their 

speaking skills by giving some more examples of activities that 

put them into real practice communication.
8
 

In the interview that the writer has done with Merliyani, S.Pd 

as an English teacher of MTS. Masyariqul Anwar. She stated that 

in preliminary research the students get a low score, and it was 

beyond expectation. It was far from the Minimum Criteria of 

Mastery (KKM), too precise. To be clear, the students are 35 in 

total. And only 10 students got a score above the Minimum 

Criteria of Mastery (KKM). Yet, the rest of the class get in 

reverse. So in conclusion, it can be said the students' ability was 

still low, in general. It can be seen in the table below : 

Table 1 

English subject score of the first semester students of the 

eighth grade of Mts. Masyariqul Anwar in the Academic year 

of 2020/2021 

No KKM The Number of Students Percentage 

1 ≥75 10 27,8 % 

2 <75 25 72,2 % 

                                                             
8Rie Koizumi, Speaking Performance Measures of Fluency, Accuracy, 

Syntactic Complexity, and Lexical Complexity (JABAET: Japan-Britain Association 

for English Teaching) Journal, 2005), p. 1 
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 Total 35 100 % 

Source: Document of English Subject Score of Eighth Grade of 

MTS Masyariqul Anwar 2020/2021 

 

       Based on the table above, it can seen that more than 72,2 % 

score of students was under the passed grade for English subject 

which only 10 students from 36 students passed the criteria of 

minimum mastery (KKM). It can be said that the English subject 

of students in MTS. Masyariqul Anwar Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year 2020/2021 was still on a low level. 

Furthermore, based on observation at MTS Masyariqul Anwar 

Bandar Lampung, the writer found that there are many students 

who still had low score speaking. It is provide by the following 

data of speaking test at the eight grade of MTS Masyariqul Anwar 

Bandar lampung in 2020/2021 academic year, whereas the criteria 

of minimum mastery score (KKM) of the school is 75. 

Table 2 

English subject score of the first semester students of the 

eighth grade of Mts. Masyariqul Anwar in the Academic year 

of 2020/2021 

No KKM The Number of Students Percentage 

1 ≥75 11 39,67 % 

2 <75 25 60,33 % 

 Total 36 100 % 

Source: Document of Speaking Score of Eighth Grade of MTS 

Masyariqul Anwar 2020/2021 

 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that more than 60,33 % 

Speaking score of students was under the passing grade for 

English subject in MTS Masyariqul Anwar Bandar Lampung. 
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There were only 11 students from 36 students who passed the 

criteria of minimum mastery (KKM). It shows that Speaking 

Ability of students in MTS Masyariqul Anwar in 2020/2021 

academic year is still low. 

         Grammar was also called organization words that were 

combined into sentences to express thought and feeling or to 

express the idea in writing. In teaching English as a foreign 

language, the students need to master grammar because by 

mastering grammar students will be able to speak and write 

English correctly. In mastering English grammar many rules and 

sentences should be mastered by the students. One sentence was a 

simple present tense. 

        The simple present tense refers to an action or situation that 

to do not change often. It used to describe habits or routines, to 

express opinions, or to make general statements of fact, the simple 

present can also be used to refer to the future.
9
 It means that 

simple present tense was one kind of sentence that used to express 

daily conversation and general statements. 

          Based on the interview with some students, they said that 

they were still confused about tenses, the students still made many 

errors in using tenses. One of the tenses that were regarded as 

difficult by them was the simple present tense. Students found 

difficulties to understand the subject-verb agreement in the simple 

present tense, the formula of the simple present tense, and the rule 

of the verb in the simple present tense. In conclusion the student 

ability in simple present tense is still low. (Footnote) it can be 

seen in the table below : 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
9 Patricia Werner, Mosaic 1 A Content-Based Grammar, (New York: 

McGraw-Hill, 1990), p.125 
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Table 3 

The Students’ score of Simple Present Tense Test at the 

first semester students of the eighth grade of Mts. Masyariqul 

Anwar in the Academic year of 2020/2021 

No KKM The Number of Students Percentage 

1 ≥75 7 30,58 % 

2 <75 27 69,42 % 

 Total 36 100 % 

Source: Document of Students’ Simple Present Tense Score of 

Eighth Grade of MTS Masyariqul Anwar 2020/2021 

 

            Based on the table above, it can be seen that 27 students 

got score of simple present tense lower that 75, and only 7 

students that get score passed the KKM. Moreover, from the table 

above it can be seen that there were many students had still not 

understood about simple present tense. They faced difficulties in 

simple present tense. 

           The summary based on previous studies about, this 

research interest to obtain in learning focused on teaching simple 

present tense mastery in speaking ability in daily conversation. 

After read some journals as well as  "The Correlation Between 

Students' Simple Present Tense and Their Ability in Writing 

Descriptive Text" by Evi Fitria. In her study, the researcher uses 

qualitative research was formed correlation research and the 

research was done in SMPN 1 Karya Penggawa. The result of his 

research demonstrated that there was a positive correlation 

between students' simple present tense mastery and their ability in 

writing descriptive text. Based on the data analysis computed by 

using SPSS,  it was obtained that Sig = 0,001 and a = 0,05. It 

means that Ha was accepted because of Sig < a = 0,05. Based on 

this research. It was suggested that to have a good ability in 
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writing descriptive text. Students should have a good mastery of 

simple present tense.
10

 

        The second journal “The Correlation The Mastery of Present 

Tense and The Students‟ Writing Ability.” by Aivul Hendayana. 

The researcher uses qualitative research was formed correlation 

research and the research is done in MTS Al Jauharen. The Result 

of this research there was a significant correlation between simple 

present tense mastery and writing ability. The research shows that 

the correlation in the high level (3,24). Then, when it was tested 

by the significance t contribution, it shows that the result was 

significant. The score of to is bigger than t table, in which 3,24 > 

2.76. Therefore the researcher summarizes that simple present 

tense gave contribution and has a correlation to the ability of 

writing. Good writing was  gotten from the good using simple 

present tense. The better the simple present tense the students 

have the better writing.
11

 

            The third journal “The Correlation between Students‟ 

Grammar Mastery and Their Speaking Accuracy” by Sarip 

Hidayatullah. This Research use Correlational Design. The result 

of the hypothetical test was 0.920, and then it was consulted tor 

critical. The result of r critical with a significance level of 0.05 

was 0.378. Due to r observed is higher than r critical (0.920> 

0.378), the research concludes that there is a correlation between 

students‟ grammar mastery and their speaking accuracy at the first 

semester of the tenth grade of SMAN 1 Lemong Pesisir Barat in 

the academic year of 2016/2017.
12

 

        The similarity between previous research and this research 

were research studying about correlation of two variable, but the 

differences this research with previous research are on one 

variable. 

                                                             
10EviFitria, “The Correlation between Student Simple Present Tense and 

Their Ability In Writing Descriptive Text.” p. 70 
11Aivul Handayana, “The Correlation The Mastery of Present Tense and 

The Students’ Writing Ability” p.26 
12SaripHidayatullah. “The Correlation between Students’ Grammar 

Mastery and Their Speaking Accuracy.” p.48 
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        The differences between previous research and this research 

were this research conducted to know the correlation between 

student simple present tense mastery and speaking ability which 

focuses on speaking in daily conversation. 

         From the explanation above the writer would focus on one 

of speaking ability in junior high school at eight grade which 

about daily conversation. Therefore, The Title of this research was 

“The Correlation Between Student Simple Present Tense Mastery 

and Speaking Ability in Daily Coversation at the first Semester of 

the Eighth Grade of MTS Masyariqul Anwar in academic year 

2020/2021        

 

B. Identification of the problem 

        Based on the problem above, the writer finds several 

problems as follows: 

1. The students found difficulties to understand mastery 

grammar in simple present tense 

2. The students found difficulties in speaking ability in daily 

conversation. 

3. The teachers‟ technique was not interesting. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

        In this research, the writer focused on the correlation between 

students‟ grammar mastery and their ability in speaking. The 

grammar focused on the simple present tense mastery and 

speaking was on daily conversation, to be precise. 

 

D. Formulation of the problem 

Were there a significant correlation between the students' mastery 

of Simple Present Tense and Speaking Ability in daily 

conversation at the first semester of the Eighth grade of MTs. 

Masyariqul Anwar, Bandar Lampung. 
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E. Purpose of the Research 

        The purpose of this research was to know whether there was 

a correlation between students‟ simple present tense mastery and 

speaking ability in daily conversation at the first semester of the 

Eighth grade of MTS Masyariqul Anwar Bandar Lampung in 

academic year of 2020/2021. 

 

F. Significance of the Research 

From the statement above the writer expects the result of the 

research can be used: 

1. Theoretically 

To support the previous theory and gave more 

contribution in providing information about the 

correlation between simple present tense mastery and 

speaking ability in daily conversation. Besides that, the 

result of the research expected to add more theory about 

how to a good speaking based on grammatically and gave 

more contribution to improve students „speaking skill. 

2. Practically  

a. For the teacher, this result of this research can gave 

some information that can be used as a starting point 

whether it was important to increase the speaking 

ability in daily conversation on the variable and the 

teacher can improve the teaching-learning process, 

especially in speaking ability by gave more attention 

when teacher to teach simple present tense mastery to 

the students. 

b. For students, they used for intended in the learning of 

simple present tenses such as subject-verb agreement, 

the rule of the verb, and formula of the simple present 

tense, so that by understanding the concept or part of 

the simple present tense, it  was speaking ability in 

daily conversation will good.  
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c. For school, this research can be used as a reference in 

guiding the teacher to know more about the student‟s 

ability, The result of this research expected to be able 

to motivate the school to improved the quality of 

learning English, and As information especially for 

the School, teacher or reader about the correlation 

between students‟ simple present tense mastery and 

their speaking ability in daily conversation. 

 

G. Scope of the Research 

The scopes of the research are as follow: 

1. Subject of Research 

The subject of this research was students in the First semester 

of Eight Grade of MTs Masyariqul Anwar, Bandar Lampung. 

2. Object of Research 

The object of this research was a correlation between student 

simple present tense mastery and speaking ability in daily 

conversation at the First semester of Eight Grade of MTs 

Masyariqul Anwar, Bandar Lampung 

3. Time of Research 

The research conducted on students at the First semester of 

the academic year of 2020/2021. 

4. Place of Research 

The place of this research was on MTS Masyariqul Anwar, 

Bandar Lampung in the Academic year of 2020/2021. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

   It is commonly known that people are using the language for 

communicating with each of a single person they met, on daily 

basis. Whether it is verbalized or it is not. In particular, it is also 

used to express the idea of sharing to each people through spoken 

and written form.  

 Besides, language teaching is influenced by ideas on the 

nature of language (language theories) and the learning conditions 

that make learners acquire the language (learning theories). 
13

 And 

so, it seems to be happened in English, also. In like manner, it can 

be interpreted that English is different when English for 

communication and English for teaching materials and methods. 

However, these differences may influence in Teaching English 

Achievement. 

        Especially when teachers teach English as a foreign 

language. Likewise, according to Harmer that English as a foreign 

language is generally taken to apply to students who are studying 

general English at schools and institutes in their own country or as 

transitory visitors in a target language country. Meanwhile, 

English generally has been learned by the students since they were 

at the basic level of education. Due to, English as a foreign 

language is important and is needed to the English learner as a 

part of their study in the school. In the case of, in Indonesia 

English, is considered as a sign language which is learned the 

formal school as a compulsory subject, from junior high school up 

to university.  

  If back in time a little bit, by the late 18th century, the British 

Empire had spread English through its colonies and geopolitical 

dominance. So, since then English has become the global 

                                                             
13 Ag. BambangSetiyadi, Teaching English as a Foreign Language, 

(Yogyakarta: GrahaIlmu, 2006), p. 20 
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language; it has been used by countries all around the world. 

whether it is as a first language of the country or the second. And 

so, to this day English has become the subject of study in schools 

around the world.  

       Indeed, it means that English is a language which by all of the 

words as the first foreign language to communicate. As a result, 

the goal of teaching English as a second language or foreign 

language would be for the learners to gain the ability to 

communicate and express their ideas with it. So, the stress point 

here is how to help students to learn best, and yet, the learning 

process has to be enjoyable and easy to follow. And do a lot of 

practice to master it, of course. For this reason, the teacher should 

be creative to make the students are interested in learning English 

as a foreign language 

 

B. Concept of Grammar 

         Understand the nature of language, also must understand the 

nature of grammar, and in particular, the internalized unconscious 

set of rules that is part of the grammar of every language.
14

 Brown 

says that grammar is a system of rules governing the conventional 

arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence. It should be 

noted, that it is one of the components of language that must be 

mastered by the students in learning English, the students need the 

grammar to make a good sentence, surely.    

        Grammar is also called organization words that combine into 

sentences to express thought and feeling or to express the idea in 

writing. In teaching English as a foreign language, the students 

need to master grammar because by mastering grammar students 

will be able to speak and write English correctly, it is fact that 

different countries have different languages and every language 

has a system which is called grammar. It also happened in 

translating, tocompetent in translating it should know of the 

language structure. In English grammar, tenses play an important 

                                                             
14 Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, Nina Hyams, An Introduction to 

Language  (Massachusetts: Wadsworth, a Part of Thomson Corporation), p.14. 
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role in sentence formation, the tense of a verb shows the time of 

an event or action.
15

 That means, by mastering a great number of 

grammars, the students can learn a foreign language easier. In 

other words, grammar mastery is a student's ability to comprehend 

and use the properties of words in English, correctly. 

         Apart from that, there has been an ongoing argument about 

teaching grammar in class. Some language educators and 

language learners assume that it is not vital to teaching grammar 

in language classes separately because it is viewed as such a skill 

that learners may acquire when they are exposed to the language. 

While others think that being competent about the grammatical 

structures of a specific language is very critical because 

grammatical competence is acknowledged equal to being fluent in 

communicative skills. However, there is not a consensus about the 

effectiveness of grammar teaching.  

          Indeed, grammar teaching is a must in language classrooms, 

and adopting the most appropriate way to teach in the classroom 

according to student profile is considered an important issue. It is 

in line with what False says that the teachers play an important 

role in determining how much grammar instruction they need, 

which grammar points to teach, and what kinds of grammar 

activities are best for them since no one knows the subject matter 

and the class situation better than the teachers themselves. 

         In communication, grammar plays an important role, 

without mastery of grammar it is impossible to make 

communication through language. Maxim says that around the 

world there are thousands of languages, each with its grammatical 

system. This means that students can easily get it wrong when 

they try to put words together to make a sentence in English.
16

 

            As for the writer, when it talks about speaking, it is not so 

important grammar. Because when students in a speaking class 

the objective is to make the learners convey their ideas by 

                                                             
15Paul Joseph, Grammar Simple Present Tense, 

http://www.englishleap.com/grammar.tense, retrieved on April 2nd, 2016 
16 Michelle Maxom, Teaching English as a Foreign Language for Dummies 

(Chichester: John Wiley and Sons, Ltd, 2009), p. 211 
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speaking; whether it is in good and appropriate sentences or not, 

whether the audiences can catch the ideas or not. With this in 

mind, it doesn't mean that grammar should not be studied when 

the students study speaking.  

            Grammar is indeed a very important component by which 

English students have to master it. In short, if the students can 

study and practice both speaking and grammar at the same time 

that is what teachers want all along. Hence, it depends on how 

teachers can formulate the best method to accomplish the idea. 

Altogether,  all skills of language are in a circle and they should 

be taught in an order giving equal importance to all as language 

teaching. 

 

C. Concept of Tenses 

       When it comes to grammar, there is no way not to talk about 

tenses. Because it will be linked automatically. Tenses, indeed, 

one of the basic parts of grammar by which students have to 

know. In teaching and learning English the teacher should make 

the students understand tenses which are used to make them able 

to make sentences because tenses are a verb form that is usedata 

certain time. So it must be mastered by the students. However, it 

should be pointed out that time aboutthe action is a concept that 

exists in the mind of the speaker, reader, or listener. Tense, in 

actual usage, refers consistently only to grammatical forms. Often 

tense and time do not correspond at all.
17

 

        Subsequently, According to Lado, tense is a form of the verb 

that refers to change the time.
18

  It means that tense is the 

linguistic indication of the time of an action. Tense establishes a 

relation: it indicates the time of an event concerning the moment 

of speaking, reading, or listening. On the other hand, the 

                                                             
17George E. Wishon and Julia M. Burks, Let’s Write English, (North York: 

Van Nostrand Reinhold Ltd, 1980), p. 192 
18 M.J Lado, Memahami Tenses Bahasa Inggris, (Jakarta: Titik Terang, 

2008), p. 7 
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information of time that difference can influence the form of the 

verb used in the sentences.  

So, In general, tense means time. To know what tense is being 

used in one sentence, one has to look at the verb. Because the verb 

will be the main focus to distinguish the tense. 

In English grammar there are 16 kinds of tenses: 

1. Simple Present Tense  

2. Present Continuous Tense  

3. Present Perfect Tense  

4. Present Perfect Continuous Tense  

5. Simple Past Tense  

6. Past Continuous Tense  

7. Pas Perfect Tense  

8. Past Perfect Continuous Tenses 

9. Simple Future Tense  

10. Future Continuous Tense  

11. Future Perfect Tense  

12. Future Perfect Continuous Tense  

13. Simple Past Future Tense  

14. Past Future Continuous Tense  

15. Past Future Perfect Tense  

16. Past Future Perfect Continuous Tense  

         Each of these has a present, past, future, and past future 

form. It means that English grammar has sixteen kinds of tenses, 

but in this research, the writer will focus on simple present tense, 

because that tense often uses daily conversation. 
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D. Concept of Simple Present Tense 

1. Definition of Simple Present Tense 

          The simple present is a verb tense with two main uses. 

Using the simple present tense when an action is happening right 

now, or when it happens regularly (or unceasingly, which is why 

it‟s sometimes called present indefinite). Depending on the 

person, the simple present tense is formed by using the root form 

or by adding s or es to the end. Simple Present Tense refers to an 

action or situation that to do not change frequently. That, at least 

the short meaning of the simple present tense that should be 

known.
19

 

          In addition, it is used to describe habits or routines, to 

express opinions, or to make general statements of fact, the 

simple present can also be used to refer to the future. It means 

that simple present tense is a sentence that is used to express daily 

activity, habitual, general statement. It can also be used to express 

the future. However, the wrong perception of simple present 

tense will affect the students' ability in constructing or 

understanding simple present tense in sentences. In this case, 

meaning students should study the rule of this tense; because, 

even if this is a "simple" one, students should not play it down.  

    Here are the rules of usage of simple present tense: Auxiliary 

verb + main verb Do/Does Base, There are three important 

exceptions: 

1.  For positive sentences, do not normally use the auxiliary. 

2.  For the 3rd person singular (he, she,it), we add -s or -es to the 

main verb and -es to the auxiliary in the negative and 

questions form. 

3.  For the verb to be, we do not use an auxiliary, even for 

questions and negatives. 

          Simple Present Tense has three important meanings They 

are: 

                                                             
                19 Patricia Werner, Mosaic 1 A  Content-Based Grammar, (New 

York : McGraw-Hill, 1990), p.125 
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a.  A present state 

a) Simple Present Tense often indicates a state which exists 

now that refers to a fact which is generally true. For example, 

The sun rises in the east. 

b)  Simple Present Tense can also refer to states that can 

change 

For example: Where does your uncle work? I‟m sorry, I don‟t 

know. I think he works in a fashion company. 

b. A present habit 

a) Simple Present Tense refers to an action repeated regularly 

such as habit or custom. For example, Robby smokes. 

Anita plays a doll 

b)  Simple Present Tense can be used with frequency adverbs 

like always, never, sometimes, ever, usually, often, etc. For 

example, Billy sometimes goes fishing in the summer. 

c.  A present event  

This meaning of Simple Present Tense is less common. It 

refers to an event that happens at the very moment of 

speaking. For example, I regret that I made a mistake. I beg 

you to be more careful.
20

 

2. Use of Simple Present Tense 

a. Repeated Actions  

Use the Simple Present to express the idea that an action is 

repeated or usual. The action can be a habit, a hobby, a daily 

event, a scheduled event, or something that often happens. It 

can also be something a person often forgets or usually does 

not do.
21

 

Examples:  

                                                             
20 Terry Willie, Simple Present Tense 

http:/grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/Simple-Present-Tense.htm retrieved on april 2nd 

2016. 
21Steven, Simple Present Tense, 

http://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/simplepresent.html, retrieved on April 2nd, 

2016 
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1) The train leaves every morning at 8 AM.  

2) The train does not leave at 9 AM.  

3) When does the train usually leave?  

4) She always forgets her purse.  

5) He never forgets his wallet.  

b. Fact or Generalization 

        The Simple Present can also indicate the speaker believes 

that a fact was true before, is true now, and will be true in the 

future. It is not important if the speaker is correct about the 

fact. It is also used to make generalizations about people or 

things. 

Examples: 

1) Cats like milk. 

2) Birds do not like milk. 

3) California is in America. 

4) California is not in the United Kingdom. 

5) Windows are made of glass. 

c. Scheduled Events shortly 

         Speakers occasionally use Simple Present to talk about 

scheduled events in the near future. This is most commonly 

done when talking about public transportation, but it can be 

used with other scheduled events as well. 

Examples:  

1) The train leaves tonight at 6 PM.  

2) The bus does not arrive at 11 AM, it arrives at 11 PM.  

3) When do we board the plane?  

4) The party starts at 8 o'clock.  

5) When does class begin tomorrow? 

d. Now (Non-Continuous Verbs)  
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 Speakers sometimes use the Simple Present to express 

the idea that an action is happening or is not happening now. 

This can only be done with Non-Continuous Verbs and 

certain Mixed Verbs.
22

 

Examples:  

1) I am here now.  

2) She is not here now.  

3) He needs help right now.  

4) He does not need help now.  

5) He has his passport in his hand.  

6) Do you have your passport with you?  

3. Form of Simple Present Tense 

The following forms of simple present tense are:  

1. Verbal  

when the pridecate is a verb, the sentence will be called 

“Verbal   Sentence”. 

a. Positive form  

Formula: S + Verb + (s/es) + O  

Example: My father reads newspaper every morning. 

I get up 5 O‟clock every day. 

b. Negative form 

Formula: S + do/does + not + verb + O  

Example: My father doesn‟t read newspaper every 

morning. I don‟t get up 5 O‟clock every day. 

c. Interrogative form  

Formula: Do/does + S + verb1 + O?  

Example: Does my father read newspaper every 

morning?  

                                                             
22ibid 
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Do you get up 5 O‟clock every day? 

d. Negative Interrogative form  

Formula: Do/does + not + S + verb1 + O?  

Example: Doesn‟t he speak English well?  Don‟t you 

eat every day? 

2. Nominal  

When the predicate (in a sentence) is a noun, pronoun, 

noun phrase, adjective or adverb, the sentence will be 

called “Nominal Sentence”. 

1)   Positive form  

Formula: S + to be + noun adjective/adverb 

Example: The world is round. Tom and I are students. 

      2)  Negative form 

Formula: S + to be + not + noun adjective/adverb  

Example: My bed is not comfortable.  The shops are 

not open every morning. 

      3)  Interrogative form 

Formula: S + to be + not + noun adjective/adverb  

Example: Is your parent at home?. Are these hotel 

expensive? 

      4)  Negative Interrogative form  

Formula: Tobe + not + S + noun adjective/adverb  

Example: Aren‟t you a doctor? Yes, I am/No, I am 

not. 

                Isn‟t she a nurse? Yes she is/No, she 

isn‟t.20 

4. Time signals of Simple Present Tense 

         Time signal are words and phrases that tell us when an 

event takes place. Time signals for the simple present tense 
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identify more than just one event. Remember that the simple 

present tense is used for repeated events. 

a. Adverb of Time  

Every Day Every Week Every Month Every Year 

Every/Each 
In The 

Morning 

Once/Twice 

day 

Here / 

There 

b. Adverb of Frequency  

Always Never Seldom 

Often Now Sometimes 

 

Note: Adverb of frequency is often used before the verb or 

after the verb. 

Example: They usually study English.  

                They do not always study English.  

                Do they seldom study English?  

                Don‟t they seldom study English? 

Based on the statement above it can be concluded that simple 

present tense is a sentence construction that tells or shows the 

daily activities and general truth in the nominal or verbal form 

of positive, negative, interrogative, and negative interrogative 

sentences using its particular time signals. 

5. Simple Present Tense Mastery  

          It has known what is simple present tense meaning. But, 

what about it is adding by mastery upon it, what will it be 

meaning? To clarify, mastery is a great skill or knowledge 

about something which is had by someone. Additionally, 

mastery is necessary for effectiveness, but it is also a means 
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for achieving a deeper understanding.
23

While Messer stated, 

mastery is a broad knowledge and skill in understanding the 

world of physical objects.
24

That can be interpreted that 

mastery is complete of having control over something 

superiority thorough knowledge of a subject; also, mastery 

has a broad skill of knowledge in understanding the objects.  

         Bottom line,  it can be concluded that simple present 

tense mastery is the student's skill to construct sentences that 

tell or show daily activities or general truth in the nominal or 

verbal form of positive, negative, interrogative, and negative 

interrogative sentences using its particular time signals. 

 

E. Concept of Speaking 

         Speaking skills are one of the four language skills that must 

be mastered language skills in addition to studying Middle writing 

(writing), reading (reading), and listening (listening). Speaking is 

a productive skill in oral mode. It is like the other skills, is more 

complicated than it seems at first and involves more than just 

pronouncing words.
25

 

1. Definitions 

          According to Taringan, a talk is a form of human behavior 

that makes use of physical factors, neurological, psychological, 

linguistic, and semantic difference is very intensive. Taringan 

further argued that talking is the ability of someone to say the 

articulation sounds or words that aim to express, States as well as 

convey thoughts, ideas, and feelings. While Brown and Yule in 

Nunan argue that talk is to use spoken language consisting of a 

short greeting, not intact or fragmentary in the scope of 

                                                             
23Michael G. Fullan, Why Teacher must Become Change Agents, Journal of 

Educational Leadership, 1993, p. 4, http://www.sunyedl630.wikispace.com, retrieved 

on April 2nd, 2016 
24David J. Messer, Mastery Motivation in Early Childhood, (London: 

Routledge, 2003), p 
25Marriam Bashir, Factor Effecting Students’ English Speaking 

Skills(British  Journal Publishing, 
http://www.bjournal.co.uk/BJASS.aspx/2011/Factor Effecting Students’ English 

Speaking Skills, 2011), p.38 



 27 

pronunciation. The pronunciation is very closely related to the 

reciprocal relationship between one speaker conducted with 

listeners. While according to Django Taringan speaking is a skill 

to convey messages through spoken language.  

            So, to conclude, speaking is the ability to speak the ideas 

within someone's head out. Due to this, it has to be a clear one; in 

order, the listeners can take the meaning properly. So then, the 

pronunciation also should be considered and done decently. 

Meaning, the sound that comes out from our mouth has to be right 

as it is should be pronounced; so, the message will be delivered 

correctly. 

          However, speaking can be formed in many ways; as long as 

there is a word's sound that comes from our mouth speak to 

ourselves, also. Even so, to make it done properly, it should be at 

least two participants; one as a speaker and the other as a listener. 

As a result, it can make one form of speaking and that will be a 

conversation. Conversation (conversation) is one form of 

realization of speaking skills, to be clear.  The definition of this 

conversation many variations. Here shows only three definitions 

of a different dictionary. 

1. If you hold a conversation with someone, you talk to him, and 

usually in situations that are not official (Collins ' COBUILD 

English Dictionary).  

2. The unofficial Talks in which people exchange news, feelings, 

and thoughts ( Longman Dictionary of Contemporary 

English).  

3. An unofficial talk that involves a small group of people or just 

two people; the activity of his talk in the same way. (Oxford 

Advanced Learner's Dictionary) 

         According to Thorn bury and Slade, conversations are 

generally in the form of unofficial, an interactive conversation 

between two or more people that occurs in real-time and 

spontaneously has the function of an interpersonal area, and those 

involved symmetrical share rights.  
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2. Speaking Process  

         According to Hornby teaching means instructing (a person): 

give a person (knowledge skill, etc). While speaking means to 

make use of words in an ordinary voice. So, teaching speaking is 

instructing a person to communicate. The process of speaking 

skills has happened or proceeded by listening skills. Increasing 

listening skills is very beneficial for speaking ability. The goal of 

teaching speaking skills is to communicate efficiently.
26

 Learners 

should be able to make themselves understood, using their current 

proficiency to the fullest.    

         Nevertheless, they should try to avoid confusion in the 

message due to faulty pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary, and 

to observe the social and cultural rules that apply in each 

communication situation. So, the way teachers teach speaking, in 

the writer‟s opinion, is the way for the students to express their 

emotions, communicate needs, interact with other people in any 

situation, and influence others. For this reason, in teaching,  it is 

necessary to have a clear understanding involved in speech.
27

To 

help students develop communicative efficiency teachers can use 

a balance activities, such as : 

a. Language input: Come in the form of preaching, listening 

activities, reading passages, and practice outside class, for 

sure. So the students can learn speaking from all 

situations, and it makes them mature enough in terms of 

speaking. 

b. Structured Output Activities 

1.  Information Gap Activities: Students complete the task 

by obtaining missing information, a feature the activities 

have in common with real communication. 

                                                             
26Sidney, Greenbaum and Gerald Nelson. An Introduction to English 

Grammar.(London:Longman,2002), p. 1 
27 8 Godwin, Janet. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. ( 

Boston: Heinle- Heinle. 2001), p. 118 
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2.  Jigsaw Activities: Activities are more elaborate 

information gap activities that can be done with several 

partners. 

c.   Communicative Output Activities: 

1.  Role Plays: Students are assigned roles and put into 

situations that they may eventually encounter outside the 

classroom. 

2.  Discussions: Just like role plays, it will be succeed when 

the instructor gives the students papers  first, and then they 

can do discussion .  

Those are several relatable ideas that teachers can be adopted. 

Yet, different classes need different approaches. So, teachers 

succeed more aware of class happening; as a consequence, the 

goals must be set for students to achieve. For instance, it can 

take Godwin ideas, they are : 

1. Functional intelligibility: Argued that learners should be 

able to speak an intelligible foreign language, that is ay, 

listeners need to understand the learner‟s message without 

huge efforts.  

2. Functional communicability: Learners also need to be 

successful in a „specific communicative situation‟. 

3. Increased self-confidence: They need to „gain confidence 

in their ability to speak and be understood‟. 

4. And speech-monitoring abilities: They need to monitor 

and control their production by paying attention to their 

speech. Based on the explanation above, we know that if 

the student wants to succeed in speaking English, they 

have to consider about five components in speaking and 

grammar is important one of those components. Because 

of that, the writer will explain the grammar concept. 
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3. Speaking Ability  

        Speaking is one of the skills that should be mastered by 

students in learning English. To most people, mastering speaking 

is the single most important aspect of learning a second or foreign 

language, and success is measured in terms of the ability to carry 

out a conversation in the language. 
28

 On other hand speaking 

ability can be defined as the ability to use in an essential normal 

communication, situation, and signaling system of pronunciation, 

stress, intonation, grammatical structure, and vocabulary of a 

foreign language.  

        As well as that, it should be noted, according to Richards and 

Renandya, speaking ability is divided into four activities: Oral 

(aural: oral activities), Images (visual: oral activities), material aid 

(material-aided: oral activities), and Awareness of culture (culture 

awareness: oral activities). Furthermore, according to Richards the 

function of speech include: As the interaction (talk u.s. 

interaction). Element anyway, among others: social functioning, 

reflect on relationships, Reflect the identity of the speaker, can be 

formal or casual.  

       Without a doubt, English speaking is very important to be 

taught to students. Speaking is making words use in an ordinary 

voice, uttering words, knowing and being able to use language; 

expressing oneself in words; making the speech. While skill is the 

ability to do something well. Thus, the writer can infer that 

speaking is the ability to make use of words or a language to 

express oneself in an ordinary voice. In short, the speaking skill is 

the ability to perform linguistics knowledge in actual 

communication. The ability functions to express our ideas, 

feeling, thoughts, and need orally. According to Evelyn,
29

 

Five components influence speaking: 

                                                             
28Sukmawati, The Effectiveness of Using Small-Group Discussion Strategy 

in Improving the Second Year Students’ Speaking Skill of Islamic Boarding School 

Dahrun Nahdhah Thawalib.(Pekanbaru: Faculty of teacher and 

Educational:unpublished,2010), p. 1 
29Esjelyn .R. Evelyn. English Made Easy. (Jakarta: Kesaint Blanc, 2008), p. 

54-59 
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1.  Grammar 

It is needed for students to arrange a correct sentence in a 

conversation. And also in line with the explanation suggested 

by Heaton that student‟s ability to manipulate the structure 

and to distinguish appropriate grammatical forms in 

appropriate ones. The utility of grammar is also to learn the 

correct way to gain expertise in a language in oral and written 

form. 

2.  Vocabulary 

One cannot communicate effectively or express their ideas in 

both oral and written form if they do not have sufficient 

vocabulary. So, vocabulary means the appropriate diction 

which is used in communication. 

3.  Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is the way for students‟ to produce clearer 

language when they speak. It deals with the phonological 

process that refers to the component of grammar made up of 

the elements and principles that determine how sounds vary 

and pattern in a language. 

4.  Appropriated  

Appropriated means that the ability to use language 

appropriately in communication. Hymes states in Evelyn that 

using language appropriately has to consider some variables, 

such as setting, participant, and purpose.
30

 

5.  Conventional 

According to Pawley and syder the ability to use routines 

contributes to the sense of naturalness and nativeness about a 

person‟s speech. From the statement conventional are the 

ability of learners to express their feeling correctly and 

spontaneity. 

         Above all, when students have mastered the speaking 

ability, they can do a lot with speech. In other words, they can 

                                                             
30Esjelyn.Ibid. p. 64 
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deliver words that can motivate, move, and change people; by 

only speaking. It is correlated to Tarigan, talk has three 

common intent, namely: informing, reporting (to inform), 

entertaining, entertaining (to entertain); and persuade, engage, 

urgent, convincing (to persuade).      

 

F. Concept of Students’ Ability in Speaking 

         To enable students to communicate, we need to apply the 

language in real communication. Speaking is the ability to speech 

or utterances with the purpose of having intention to be 

recognized by speaker and the receiver processes the statements in 

order to recognize their intentions. Speaking ability of the students 

is depending on the complexity of the information to be 

communicated; however, the speaker sometimes finds it difficult 

to clarify what they want to say.  

          Speaking is the first mode in which children acquire 

language, it is part of the daily involvement of most people with 

language activities, and it is the prime motor of language change. 

It also provides our main data for understanding bilingualism and 

language contact.
31

 

         Speaking skill is the ability to use the language in oral form. 

In junior and senior high schools this skill is limited to the ability 

to conduct a simple conversation on some subjects (e.g, 

expressing regret, gratitude, agreement, offer, certainty, etc). 

Among the four skills, speaking skill is a difficult one to assess 

with precision, because speaking is a complex skill to acquire. 

The following four or five components are generally recognized in 

analysis of speech process: 

1. Pronunciation (including the segmental features, vowel and 

consonants; and the stress and intonation). 

 

                                                             
                31 Dedi Efrizal, Improving Students’ Speaking through 

Communicative Language Teaching Method at Mts Ja-alhaq Sentot Ali Basa Islamic 
Boarding School of Bengkulu. International Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 

Vol. 2 No.20. 2012. 
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2. Grammar  

3. Vocabulary 

4. Fluency (the ease and speed of the flow of speech) 

5. Comprehension.
32

 

So it can be concluded that students‟ speaking ability is their 

ability to retell the contents of communication given to their 

friends by using their own words, with measuring of their 

pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and also 

comprehension of dialogue. 

 

G. Concept of Daily Conversation 

A. Definition of conversation 

The conversation is the occurrence of communication that is 

carried out by some to give views, thoughts, proposals, and 

solutions. A long conversation will result in a positive mutual 

agreement and the results are disseminated to all those who 

have an interest in the outcome of that agreement. All deals of 

the conversation must be obeyed together because of its use 

for together. 

Relate to language speaking skills English means empowering 

students to do speaking skills most easily. Students feel happy 

about English lessons because taught through a much more 

enjoyable strategy so that it is motivated for students to learn 

actively and creatively.  When students feel happy, active, and 

creative towards English subjects have good abilities written 

and spoken will increase. 

According to Pattison (1987: 210) and Zainil (2008), there is 

some classification of conversation that can be smooth  

English speaking skills of students at once  make it easier to 

master all components of skills  speak, as follows: 

 

                                                             
                32 H. Doughlas Brown, Language Assessment Principle and 

Classroom Practices (1st Ed), (Longman, 2004), p, 140 
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a. Structural conversation 

Penny (2000: 75) states that a specific instance of 

grammar is usually called a „structure‟. Examples of 

structures would be the past tense, noun plurals, the 

comparison of adjectives, and so on.The use of English 

both in daily conversations and the use of written 

language must be precise and correct in any way because 

it relates to time: past,  now, and will come. Besides that, 

the use of language structures in English is related to the 

use of the form nouns, pronouns, articles,  and various 

forms of words: adjectives, verbs, and adverbs. 

Thus, conversation material or conversation aims to raise 

the potential of capable students use language 

communication/conversation functions  English properly 

and correctly (structure) in conversation day-to-day both 

formally and informally. That is students are given ample 

opportunities to study structures  English 

comprehensively and deeply so student conversations in 

English are informational. Try to observe the conversation 

below, as  following: 

John: May I borrow your pen? 

Mary: Yes, please! 

John: By the way, will you come to my house this 

afternoon? 

Mary: With my pleasure. 

John: Waiter, give me two cups of coffee, please! 

What needs to be observed in the form of the conversation 

above  (points 1 and 2), is the functioning of the structure 

in use language. In other words, in every conversation/ 

students are expected to improve the preparation of 

language sentences in English according to English 

grammar to be good and correct. 
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b. Functional conversation 

Are conversation lessons intended to shape students&#39; 

abilities in the functioning of the language according to 

place and whereabouts. In daily conversation (daily 

conversation) is often faced with something that is 

objective. 

John: May I borrow your pen? 

Mary: Yes, please! 

John: By the way, will you come to my house this 

afternoon? 

Mary: With my pleasure. 

John: Waiter, give me two cups of coffee, please! 

The differences in dialogue 1 and 2 mentioned above are 

similar however not the same.    

c. Situational Conversation. 

John: May I borrow your pen? 

Mary: Yes, please! 

John: By the way, will you come to my house this 

afternoon? 

Mary: With my pleasure. 

John: Waiter, give me two of coffee, please! 

In phrase 2 coffees - that is one example of how to use 

specific functions in communication based on the 

situation. In a restaurant, we usually say 2 coffees even 

though it grammatically wrong, because coffee is usually 

considered an uncountable noun.  Based on the meaning 

of the conversation above, it can be withdrawn conclusion 

that every student involved in communication  English in 

English subjects are good in a two-way form (leading), 

groups, students with teachers, a teacher with students to 

communicate/practice teaching materials that have been 

determined according to the syllabus and package book.   
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B. Definition of daily conversation 

Based on the explanation of the Cambridge dictionary, Daily 

is happening on or relating to every day
33

. It is supported by 

the Oxford dictionary, which explains that daily is happening, 

done, or produced every day.
34

 The conversation is talk 

between two or more people in which thoughts, feelings, and 

ideas are expressed, questions are asked and answered, or 

news and information are exchanged.
35

 It is supported by the 

Oxford Dictionary, it explains that conversation is an informal 

talking involving a small group of people or only two.
36

 

Providing other activities outside of the classroom such as 

English Daily conversation can be beneficial toward their 

progress in learning speaking. It will influence the student‟s 

ability to provide appropriate content-area instruction to the 

students.
37

It can also necessary to promote the interaction 

between language learners and shape the individual 

development of both the form and the content of the target 

language.
38

 Therefore, an additional language learning 

environment is important in improving the students‟ speaking 

ability. The concept of participation in the conversation also 

reveals the importance of daily conversation in language 

learning since it is responsible for language acquisition. 

 

H. Frame of Thinking 

         Teaching and learning language is the process to help the 

students to master both spoken and written. In so doing, the 

                                                             
33 Cambridge University, “Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary”,(Cambridge: University Press, 2008), p. 349 
34 Oxford , “Oxford advanced learner’s Dictionary”, (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2009), p. 366 
35 Cambridge University, Op. cit., p. 306 
36 Oxford University, Op.cit., p. 321 
37 Yang Hong. “On teaching strategies in second language acquisition”. 

US-China Education Review, Volume 5, No.1 (2008). p. 61 
38Shima Kameli, et.al. “The Influence of Formal Language Learning 

Environment on Vocabulary Learning Strategies”. Journal of Language Teaching 

and Research, Vol. 3, No. 1(2012.). p, 24-25 
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students should understand the component and skills. Because 

component and skills of language are very important to be taught 

by the teacher and learned by the students to increase their 

language ability. One of the language components is grammar. 

Grammar is a rule on how to make good sentences that can be 

understood by the reader, to be exact. 

          Particularly, in English grammar, there is an important part 

called tense. Tense is a verb that shows the time of an event or 

action, it is very important in constructing a sentence and it should 

be mastered by the learners. Tense is one of the important parts of 

the structure in English. Especially, simple present tense; it gives 

an idea that something occurred in the present. So, mastery in 

simple present tense is reflected by the students‟ ability to 

understand and to use simple present tense correctly in the 

appropriate sense. Mastering simple present tense will help 

students to increase their language skills. 

         There are four skills in English, actually; one of them is 

speaking. Also, there are many kinds of speaking, that should be 

mastered by learners. In particular, one of them is speaking ability 

in daily conversation, conversation is one form of realization of 

speaking skills. According to Thorn bury and Slade, conversations 

are generally in the form of an unofficial, interactive conversation 

between two or more people that occurs in real-time and 

spontaneously has the function of an interpersonal area, and those 

involved symmetrical share rights. 

         Hence, to make a sentence in daily conversation is using 

simple present tense; as well as daily activities. It can be said that 

if the students master the grammar, especially in the simple 

present tense, they can make conversation well. Therefore, the 

writer researched to find out whether or not there is a correlation 

between students‟ simple present tense mastery and speaking 

ability in daily conversation. 
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I. Hypothesis 

Based on the frame of thinking above, the writer proposes the 

hypotheses as  

Ha:  There is a correlation between students‟ present tense 

mastery and speaking ability in daily conversation. 

Ho:  There is no correlation between students‟ present tense 

mastery and speaking ability in daily conversation. 
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