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ABSTRACT 

 

This research focused on the correlation between students‟ vocabulary 

mastery and their speaking ability. The objective of this research was to know 

whether there was correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their 

speaking ability at the second semester of the eleventh grade of SMAN 17 Bandar 

Lampung in the academic year of 2019/2020. 

 In this research correlational research was quantitative research. The 

population of this research was eleventh grade students of SMAN 17 Bandar 

Lampung. The sample of the research was gained through cluster random 

sampling, 35 students in IPA 1 as the sample. In collecting the data of the research 

used objective test that were multiple choices consisted 20 items and speech for 

speaking test. In this research, SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Science) was 

used to compute Pearson Product Moment‟s formula for hypothetical of testing. 

 After doing the hypothetical testing, the result demonstrated that there was 

a positive correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their speaking 

ability. Based on the data analysis computed by SPSS, it was obtained that Sig (P 

value) = 0.000 and α = 0.05. It means that Ha was accepted and H0 was rejected 

because Sig (P value) = 0.000 < α = 0.05. Therefore, there was a significant 

correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their speaking ability at the 

second semester of the eleventh grade at the SMAN 17 Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year 2019/2020. 

Keyword: Correlational Study, Vocabulary Mastery, and Speaking Ability. 
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“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are [true] 

believers” (Q.S. Ali Imran: 139).
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study  

English as second language is the term used to refer to the role of 

English in those countries where people generally use their friend and 

family but may use English (L2) at school or work.
2 

Considering the 

important of the language, our government has drawn up English as 

foreign language that should be mastered by the student. So, Indonesian 

people have to understand the English language to communicate with all 

people in the world. English is international language and basic 

communication to face global competition. English is used in people 

education, job, and politics. English is a foreign language in Indonesia. 

Every school has curriculum of English subject. English subject is taught 

at every level of education. The ultimate goal of teaching and learning 

English are to make students able to master four language skills listening, 

speaking, reading and writing.  

Speaking is the main source in exposing language as well as the 

easiest way in communication. Schmitt and McCarthy stated for most 

people the spoken language is the main source of exposure to language 

and it thus the main engine for language change and dynamism.
3
  

                                                             
2 Peter Lucantoni, Teaching dan Assesing Skill in English as a second language( 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002),3 
3
 Norbert Schmitt and Michael McCarty, Vocabulary: Description, Acquisition 

and Pedagogy, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997), p.38 



 

Richard stated speaking is used for many different purposes.
4 

When we use casual conversation, for instance, our purpose maybe to 

make social contact with people, the establish rapport or to engage in the 

harmless chitchat that occupies much of the time we spend with friends. 

When we take part in discussion with someone, on the other hand, the 

purpose maybe to see or to express opinion, to persuade some about 

something or to clarify information. In some, situations, we use speaking 

to give instructions or to get things done.  

We may use speaking to describe things, to complain about people 

behavior, to make polite request, or to entertain people with jokes and 

anecdotes. Because there are many purposes and functions of speaking, for 

some people, speaking is always viewed as the skill that shows the 

mastery of English language. Speaking is also seen as the central of the 

language even an expert said language is speech.
5
 So that if the students 

are able to speak English fluently and properly, actually, it becomes their 

advantage because they are going to be able to engage in many 

international activities or open the window of the world.  

However, if we pay much attention to students‟ speaking ability in 

schools, it is hard for us to find students‟ competency in speaking, despite 

the fact that they have already been learning for a long time even not only 

                                                             
4 Jack C. Richards and Willy A. Renandya , Methodology in Language teaching, 

(New York: Cambridge University Press 2002) , p.201 

5
 Jack C Richards and Theodore S Rodgers, Approaches and Methids in 

Language teaching, A description and analysis,(New York: Cambridge University Press, 

!986), p.49 



 

in formal institution but also in some courses. Besides, from decade to 

decade the government, on behalf of its policy, seems to change the 

English curriculum in order to get rational out put such as students who 

are ready to face the globalization by having good oral communication. In 

addition, constructivism in language teaching as the up-date and 

supposedly the most suitable method of teaching, from time, has been 

already applied in teaching English Indonesian through the CTL 

(Contextual Teaching and Learning) approach through some strategies 

such as problem based, multiple context, students diversity, supporting 

self-regulated learning, using interdependent learning groups, and 

employing authentic assessment.
6
 

Besides that, vocabulary is the most important part of learning 

English. The four skills of English are based on English vocabulary. A 

variety of studies has proven that appropriate vocabulary instruction 

benefits language students, especially school-age learners. The useful 

vocabulary that every English language learner needs whether they use the 

language for listening, speaking, reading and writing, or whether they use 

the language in formal and informal situation is the most frequent 1000 

words families of   English.
 
It is difficult for learners to have proficiency in 

grammar if they do not have sufficient of the vocabulary knowledge.  

 

                                                             
6
 Suwarsih Madya, Constructivism in language Teaching, Presented in Seminar 

on English Language Teaching in High Schools, 2007 



 

Hence, it is important for learners to have good vocabulary 

knowledge for mastery in grammar. It is shown from the statements of 

majority students who said that English was a difficult lesson. In addition, 

found that there are several problems about students vocabulary mastery 

such as difficulties in understanding the meaning of words, difficulties in 

pronouncing words correctly, the students could not spell the words 

correctly, and the students could not use and understanding the reference 

well. But there is that studying student ability in writing procedure text is 

something difficult. 

Mueen stated that there are several factors which affect students‟ 

performance in speaking English fluently; such as, lack of adequate and 

appropriate vocabulary, shyness, nervous, fearful to speak, and lack of 

confidence.
7 

Harry stated that “anxiety and depression are just two 

effective factors that contribute to learning difficulties or are the result of 

learning difficulties.
8
 The impact of persistent failure can adversely affect 

a pupil‟s self-esteem, confidence, perceived self-efficacy, attitude and 

motivation. When confronted by certain tasks pupils may develop anxious 

feelings, fearing they will fail.   

Biber believed that some academic speaking skills such as giving 

an oral presentation or participating in classroom discussion require a 

much broader range of vocabulary knowledge, grammatical sophistication 

and discourse competence than is the case with typical daily life 

                                                             
7
 Mueen  A, English language teaching Pakistan: the PFL Publication: 2000. 

8
 Harry  A, An A to Z practical guide to learning difficulties, David Fulton 

Publisher, New York: 2006. 



 

conversation. Many students who often speaking with pronunciation 

wrong. Should the students can speaking pronunciation the well because it 

could see the dictionary. There for, speaking very difficult for students 

because students rarely say in every day. 

In fact, after an interview English teacher Mrs. Asni at SMAN 17 

Bandar Lampung. She revealed that students speaking very poor. She 

revealed that students had difficulty understanding when someone spoke 

in English. English teacher also revealed students in SMAN 17 were very 

lacking in memorizing vocabulary because students interest to memorizing 

vocabulary, but there were only a few students who want to memorize 

vocabulary. Because speak English is very difficult and they have 

vocabulary is only a little. Students are very lazy to memorize vocabulary 

has a lot of irregular and regular. Finally, speaking very important to our 

life, but speaking very difficult to our speak. And vocabulary is very 

important to our speak. 

Table 1 

The Data Preliminary Research of Speaking Ability at the  

Eleventh Grade of SMAN 17 Bandar Lampung  

In the Academic Year of 2018/2019 

 

Class Students score The Number 

of Students  

Percentage  

1 < 70 66 66% 

2 ≥ 70 52 34% 

 Total 118 100% 



 

Source: The Data from English teacher of SMA N 17 Bandar Lampung 

2018/2019.
9
 

From the data, the problem encountered can also be seen from the 

students capability in mastering English, especially in speaking ability, 

teacher said that only a few of students got score above criteria of 

minimum mastery (KKM), while many students got score below KKM. 

Furthermore, there are findings from the study of speaking and 

focus to students vocabulary mastery and speaking ability. And different 

here is correlation between students vocabulary mastery and speaking 

ability must speak for find vocabulary with strategy dialogue or students 

must speak English for find vocabulary every day. Finally students must 

speak English every day for new vocabulary. Because in everyday use 

speak English certain vocabulary will well.
 

The relevant study was conducted by Supriadi the use of wordlist 

in improving students‟ speaking ability at pondok modern al-istiqomah, 

found that the students have positive response that wordlist in boarding 

school is effective and supporting the learning process especially in 

English learning, where the students can find new vocabulary about 

English, solve their English problems and improve their English speaking 

skills.
10 

                                                             
9
 Document of  SMA N 17 Bandar Lampung, Result of preliminary research on 

2019   
10 Supriadi, The Use of Wordlist in Improving Students’ Speaking Ability at 

Pondok Pesantren Modern Al-IStiqomah Biromaru in the Academic Year of 2011/2012.  



 

The second relevant study was conducted by Puspita Sari (2012) in 

her S-1 thesis entitled the correlation between students‟ anxiety, 

vocabulary mastery, and speaking skill at sma n 01 kartasura, found that 

the more students practice in speaking the more vocabulary will be got, it 

shown that there is a positive correlation between vocabulary mastery and 

speaking skill.
11

 

Based on the explanation above, assumed that vocabulary has an 

important in speaking. And then would like to know about correlation 

between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their speaking ability and 

purposes the title of this research become “The Correlation between 

Students Vocabulary Mastery and Their Speaking Ability at the Second 

Semester of the Eleventh Grade of SMA N 17 Bandar Lampung in the 

Academic Year of 2019/2020”. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem above, there are some 

problems: 

1. The student‟s vocabulary mastery was still poor.  

2. The students have difficulties in speaking. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem  

                                                             
11

 Yunita Puspita Sari, The Correlation Between Students’ Anxienty, Vocabulary 

Mastery, and Speaking Skill of the Elventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Kartasura in 

the Academic Year of 2011/2012, Surakarta: Universitas Sebelas Maret, 2012. 



 

Based on the identification above, the focus of this research is 

about correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery especially in 

noun, verb, adverb and adjective and their speaking ability especially in 

descriptive text.   

 

D. Formulation of the Problem  

Based on identification and limitation on the problem above, then 

formulates the problem becomes: is there any significant correlation 

between students‟ vocabulary mastery and speaking ability at the second 

semester of the eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 17 Bandar Lampung in the 

academic year of 2019/2020? 

 

E. Objective of the Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, the objective of 

this research is to find out whether there is any significant a correlation 

between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their speaking ability at the 

second semester of the eleventh grade at SMA Negeri 17 Bandar Lampung 

in the academic year 2019/2020.  

 

F. Use of the Research 

Based on objective of the research above, the use of research is as 

follows: 



 

1. Theoretically, the result of this research is expected to give the 

information to the English teacher about the correlation 

between students‟ vocabulary mastery and their speaking 

ability. 

2. Practically, the result of this research is to give support for 

students so that students enjoy speak. 

G. Scope of the Research 

1. Subject of the research 

The subject of the research are students at the second semester of the 

eleventh grade at SMAN 17 Bandar Lampung. 

2. Object of the Research  

The object of the research is the correlation between student 

vocabulary mastery and their speaking ability. 

3. Place of Research  

The research was conducted at SMAN 17 Bandar Lampung. 

4. Time of Research  

The research was conducted at the second semester in the academic 

year of 2019/2020. 

 

 

 

  



 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Concept of Vocabulary 

1. The Concept of Vocabulary 

When students recognize much name whether the name of noun, 

adjective, adverb, pronoun, verb and so on. It means they are familiar with 

or know many words. And a set of words, known to a person or other 

entity is usually defined as Vocabulary. Vocabulary plays an important 

role in improving our skill in English. It is a core component of Language 

as well as source or base when student speak English language. According 

As Jack C. Richard and Willy A. Renandya stated that Vocabulary is a 

core component of language proficiency and provides much of the basis 

for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write.
12

 It means, As we have 

already known, that without an extensive Vocabulary and strategies for 

acquiring new vocabulary, learners often achieve less than their potential 

and may be discouraged from making use of language learning 

opportunities around them such as English club, discussion, reading 

English novel, reading English, newspaper, listening to radio, etc. 

Some libraries have been visited, some books have been read and 

another literature have been analyzed in order to find out the meanings of 

Vocabulary. In fact, there are some definition of Vocabulary. As Hornby 

                                                             
12

  Jack C. Richard and Willy A. Renandya , Methodology in Language 

Teaching, (Cambridge University Press, 2002). P.255 



 

in “oxford dictionary of current English” states that Vocabulary is total 

number which (with rules for combining them) make up a language, 

Range of words known to, or used to, a person, in a trade, profession, 

etc.
1314 

Another dictionary, Webster‟s New World College dictionary, 

defines vocabulary as a list of words and, often, abbreviations, inflectional 

forms, etc. Usually arranged in alphabetical order and defined or otherwise 

identified, as in a dictionary or glossary. In addition, according to Penny 

Ur Vocabulary can be defined, roughly, as the words we teach in foreign 

language.
15 

Based on the definitions above, defined that Vocabulary as a 

collection of words, terms, and phrases which is arranged and explained to 

make up meaningful language used by a person in expressing ideas, 

delivering speech, and describing things or people. 

2. The Nature of Vocabulary 

In order to live in the world, we must names the things in and on it. 

Names were essential for the construction of reality. Without a name, it 

was absolutely difficult to accept the existence of an object, an event, a 

feeling, an emotion and etc. By assigning names, we imposed a pattern 

and a meaning which allowed us to manipulate the word. Vocabulary 

played an important role in improving our skills in English. It was a core 

                                                             
13 As. Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of current English, 

Revised and Update ed, ( New York : Oxford University Press, 1987), p.959 
3 
Merriam-Webster, Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4

th  
ed, 

(Cleveland : Wiley Publishing Inc, 2002),p.1600 
15

 Penny Ur, A. Course in Language Teaching ( Practice Theory), (Cambridge: 
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component of language as well as source or base when students spoke 

English. Without an extensive vocabulary and strategies for acquiring new 

vocabulary, learners often less than their potential.  

When students recognized much names whether the names of 

noun, adjective, adverb, pronoun, verb, and so on, it meant they were 

familiar with or know many words. Visnja stated that a set of words 

known to a person or other entity is usually defined.
16

 According to 

Richards, vocabulary was one of the most obvious components of 

language and one of the first thing applied linguistics turned their attention 

to.
17

 Another definition, vocabulary defined as a list of word and, often 

phrases, abbreviation, inflectional forms, etc., usually arranged in 

alphabetical order and defined or otherwise identified as in a dictionary or 

glossary.
18

 

Based on the description above, defined that the vocabulary as a 

collection of words, terms and phrases which is arranged and explained to 

make up the meaningful language used by a person in expressing ideas, 

delivering a speech and describing thing or people. 
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3. Aspect of Vocabulary 

According to Harmer there are some aspects of vocabulary that should 

be taught or mastered by students in learning foreign language, they 

are as follow:
19

 

1) Word Meaning 

The last problematic issue of vocabulary, it would seem, is 

meaning. According to Harmer word meaning include: 

a. Polysemy 

Polysemy is only resolved when we see the word in context, 

that allows to say which meaning of the words in the particular 

is being used. For example: the house is at the foot of the 

mountain. 

b. Antonym  

The term antonym is used for opposite meaning of word. For 

example: “full” is an antonym of “empty”. 

c. Synonym 

It means that two or more words have the same meaning. For 

example: the synonym of smart is clever, bright may serve as 

the synonym of intelligent. 
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d. Hyponyms  

It means items that serve as specific examples of a general 

concept. For example: the hyponyms of animal are dof, cat 

horse. 

e. Connotation  

A less obvious component of the meaning of an item is its 

connotation. The associations, positive or negative feelings it 

evokes, which may or may not be indicated in a dictionary 

definition. Connotation is the communication value as 

expressed by virtue of that it refers to, over and above its 

purely conceptual content. For example: “slim” has favorable 

connotations, while “thin” has unfavorable; so that one could 

describe something as “slim body” not “thin body”. 

2) Word Use 

Harmer says, it is frequently stretched through the set of metaphor 

and idiom. We know that the word hiss for example, describe the 

noise that snakes make. But we stretch is meaning to describe the 

way people talk to each other (“Don’t move or you’re dead,” she 

hissed). That is metaphorical use. At the same time, we can talk 

about treacherous people as snakes (He’s real snake in the grass). 

Snake in the grass is a fixed phrase that has become and idiom, like 

countless other phrase such as “raining cats and dogs, my house is 

castle, etc”. 



 

3) Word Formation  

According to Harmer, students have to know things about word 

formation and how to change words to be compatible with different 

grammatical context. Word formation is also connected with 

suffixes and prefixes (im-, or in) such as imperfect and perfect, 

inappropriate and appropriate, etc. Word from then means 

knowing how words are written and spoken form. The students 

need to know words are splet and how they sound. For example, 

there is a clear relationship between the words death and dead, 

dying and die, etc. 

From those statements, it can be conclude there are some aspects of 

vocabulary: word meaning, word use and word formation. In this 

research, the research will focus on the word meaning, word use, 

and word formation.  

4. The Important of Vocabulary  

Students used vocabulary which is arranged into sentence to 

express their ideas, opinions, thinking, feelings and etc. According to 

Alexander that stated vocabulary is important to students, it is more 

important than grammar for communication purposes, particularly in the 

early stage when students are motivated to learn the basic word they need 

to get by in language. Also, as the lexical system is „open‟, there is always 

something new to learn when students have „done‟ the grammar. So more 

advanced students are motivated to add to their vocabulary stock, to 



 

understand nuance of meaning, to become more proficient in their own 

choice of words and expressions.
20

 

Alderson also stated that the size of one‟s vocabulary is relevant to 

one‟s performances on any language test, in other words, that language 

ability is to quite a large extent a function of vocabulary size.
21

 

Based on the statement above stated that students should be given 

the vocabulary which was intimately related to environment and the pupils 

early learn. So, that, they became more proficient in choosing and 

expressing the words.  

5. Kind of Vocabulary 

According to the basic of frequency, vocabulary can be divided 

into two kinds, namely high frequency vocabulary and low frequency 

vocabulary.
22

 

a. High frequency vocabulary consist of words that are used very 

often in normal language use in all four skills and across the 

full range of situation of use. It consist of most of the function 

words of English and the most of content words. High 

frequency vocabulary consist of 2000 word families, which are 
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about 87% of the running word s in formal written text and 

more that 95% of the words in informal spoken text.  

b. Low frequency vocabulary on the other hand, covers only small 

proportion of the running words of a continuous text, it means 

that low frequency vocabulary is rarely used in a common 

activity of English language. This group includes well over 

100.000 word families.  

Besides, Evelyn Hatch also divided to vocabulary into two kinds, 

active and passive vocabulary.
23 

a. Active vocabulary is words which the students understand, can 

pronounce correctly, and uses constructively in speaking and 

writing. 

b. Passive vocabulary is word that students recognize and 

understand when they occur in a context, but which he can‟t 

produce correctly himself.  

According to Elfrida and Michael, there were two kinds of 

vocabulary, namely productive vocabulary and receptive vocabulary. 

Productive vocabulary is the set of words that an individual can use when 

speaking and writing. They are words that ate well-known, familiar, and 

used frequently. Receptive vocabulary is the set of words for which an 
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individual can assign meanings when listening or reading. These are words 

that are often less well known to students and less frequent in use.
24

 

To develop the whole range of language skills, the productive 

vocabulary and the receptive vocabulary are required for the learners. The 

productive learning was important for using vocabulary in speaking and 

writing. And the receptive learning was important for using vocabulary in 

listening reading. The techniques which gave familiarity with a target of 

words are needs.  

6. Concept of Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary is the first basic important aspect for learning English 

by learner, by mastering vocabulary they are to communicate both orally 

and written well. Alsoy having a lot of vocabularies, the students are 

hoped to master four skills in English such as: speaking, reading, and 

writing. 

Meanwhile, Chartey says that good mastery of vocabulary is 

important for everyone who learns the language, which is used in 

listening, speaking, writing, and reading besides grammar as stead.
25

 From 

that definition, it comes to the conclusion that mastery means the 

competency to understand and apply something learnt. Thornbury states, 
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without grammar little thing can be conveyed. Without vocabulary nothing 

can be conveyed.
26

 

Based on the statement it can be concluded that vocabulary 

mastery is the ability to know to meaning of certain vocabulary items and 

their usage in certain context to express idea, opinion, and feelings in 

communication. In other word, vocabulary mastery is people‟s ability to 

use or to understand words of language that they have learned in certain 

situations which they really have experienced in their lives. 

7. Indicator of Vocabulary Mastery 

According to Cameron vocabulary skill included:
27

 

1. Pronunciation  

Pronunciation is one of the aspects that have a great influence of 

vocabulary. Students need to hear a new word a foreign language 

in order they can notice the sound at the beginning and at the end, 

the stress pattern of the word. 

2. Spelling  

Students also need to know the letters and syllables that make up 

the word that is called spelling. Spelling is the act of forming 

words correctly from individual letter or the way that a word is 

spelt. 

3. Grammar  
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Grammatical information is tied into words, and learning words 

can take students along the way into grammar. This suggest than if 

we give a high priority to vocabulary, we are not thereby 

abandoning grammar.  

4. Meaning  

Cameron argue ways to explain the meaning of new words in the 

young learner classroom that is by using an object, a cut-out figure, 

gesture, performing and action, photograph, drawing or diagram on 

the board, and picture from story book. Actually, finding the 

meaning for the new foreign language word is the amount of 

mental works done by the learner affects well a new word us 

engraved in memory, the students have to think it‟s about word and 

meaning, the more likely they are to remember it. 

8. Vocabulary Assessment 

Testing vocabulary provide a form of feedback, both learners and 

teachers. Testing also had a useful backwash effect, if the learners knew 

they were going to be tested on their vocabulary learning, they may take 

vocabulary learning more seriously. Testing motivated learners to review 

vocabulary in preparation for a test.
28

  

Vocabulary assessment is seem straight forward in the sense the 

word lists is readily available to provide a basis for selecting a set of words 
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to be tested. In addition, there is a range of well- known item types that 

were convenient to use for vocabulary testing. There is some examples.
29

 

a. Multiple-choice (choose the correct answer) 

b. Completion (write the missing word) 

c. Translation (give the l 1 equivalent of the underlined word) 

d. Matching (match each word with its meaning) 

These test items is easy to write and to score, and they made 

efficient use of testing time. Multiple-choice items in particular had been 

commonly use in standardized test. A professionally produced multiple-

choice vocabulary test is highly reliable and distinguishes learners 

effectively according to their level of vocabulary knowledge. In this 

research, the multiple-choice questions will be used to check students‟ 

vocabulary mastery. The questions will be consist of 40 items.  

B. Concept of Speaking 

1. Definition of Speaking 

Speaking is the direct route from one mind to another, and is the 

way usually choose when we want to ask a question or give an 

explanation.
30

 It means that speaking is the way to communicate to others. 

Speaking is to share ideas feeling or new information with others. 
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According to Harmer, speaking as a form of communication, so a 

speaker must convey what he/she is saying effectively.
31

 Moreover 

speaking is productive ability in which speaker produces and uses the 

language to express their sequence and at the same time he tries to get 

ideas or the message. In this situation, there is a process of giving or 

transpiring, encoding and understanding the message.  

Thornbury states that speaking is an act of producing words. 

Speaking is so much part of daily life that we take it for granted.
32

 the 

average person produce tens of thousands of words a day, although 

someone may produce even more than that. It means that speaking is one 

effective way to interact and communicate with people in social life.  

Meanwhile, Scott in Johnson and Morrow definite speaking as an 

activity involving two (or more) people. In which the participants are both 

hearers and speaking having to react to what they hear and make the 

contribution at high speed.
33

 It means that in the process of speaking there 

must be at least two people, one is the speaker end the other is listener. 

Based on ideas, speaking is very important in daily activities, because we 

can react to other person and situation, express our ideas, thought and 

feeling, through spoken language. 
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From those definitions, it is clear that the students should be 

careful in choosing words and style in communication, somebody who 

wants to speak English well, she/ he has to know the ways of speaking 

English. Speaking as activities by which human beings try to express 

feeling, opinion and to exchange information by using utterances in the 

form of communication.  

Based on the theory, it can be concluded that speaking is a desire 

or a wish of person to express ideas, opinions and feelings to others, to 

negotiate, to solve problems in order to make and to maintain interaction, 

social relationship, and friendship.  

2. Elements of Speaking  

Harmer stated the ability to speak fluently presupposed not only a 

knowledge of a language features, but also the ability to process 

information and language “on the spot”, many students have difficulties in 

speaking.
34

 They are many elements of speaking by Harmer in order to be 

good speaker: 

a) Connected speech 

b) Expressive devices 

c) Lexis and grammar 

d) Negotiation language 
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All messages that delivered will be acceptable by all communicants 

if we mastered those elements. 

3. Goal of Speaking  

Scrivener informs in his book, fluency and confidence are the 

important goals in the speaking class.
35

 From the statement above, it 

means that speaking exercises students to have fluency and confidence to 

communicate with others. Fluency is used to describe the ability to 

communicate an intended message. Fluency is expected to be accurate in 

order to the listener easy to get the point the message. The goal of teaching 

speaking is to encourage students to develop ability to communicate and 

interact with others, to develop fluency and natural in expression and to 

have bravery share their ideas, feeling and opinion to other people. 

4. Types of Speaking 

There are many types of classroom speaking performance which 

can be used in teaching speaking. Teacher can give drill and ask students 

to make a dialogue whether transactional or interpersonal. Based, students 

are asked to give oral report short speech. According to Brown there are 

six types of classroom speaking performance, namely:
36
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a. Imitative 

A very limited portion of classroom speaking time may legitimately 

be spent generating “human tape recorder” speech, where, for 

example, learners practice and axonation contour or try to pinpoint a 

certain vowel sound. 

b. Intensive 

Intensive speaking goes one beyond imitative to include any 

speaking performance that designed to practice some phonological 

or grammatical aspect of language. 

c. Responsive 

A good deal of student speech in the classroom is responsive: short 

replies to teacher or students initiated questions or comments. There 

replies are usually sufficient and do not extend into dialogues. Such 

as, can be meaningful and authentic. 

d. Transactional (dialogue) 

Transactional dialogue, carried out for the purpose of conveying or 

exchanging specific information, is an extended from of responsive 

language.  

e. Interpersonal 

The other from of conversation mentioned in the previous chapter 

was interpersonal dialogue, carried out more for the purpose of 

maintaining social relationships than for the transmission of fact and 

information. 



 

f. Extensive (monologue) 

Finally, students at intermediate to advance levels are called on to 

give extended monologues in the form of oral reports, summaries, or 

perhaps short speeches. Here the register is more formal and 

deliberative. These monologues can be planned or impromptu.
 

5. Concept of Speaking Ability  

Speaking ability is one of language abilities that have to be learned and 

mastered by the students in learning foreign language. In addition, Loma 

states, “Speaking skills are an important part of the curriculum in language 

teaching, and this makes them an important object of assessment as 

well”.
37

 

Mcdonough states that “Speaking ability is enables us to produce 

utterances, when genuinely communicative, speaking is desire and purpose 

driven, in other words we genuinely want to communicate something to 

achieve a particular end. This may involve expressing ideas and opinions, 

expressing a wish or desire to do something, negotiating and or solving a 

particular problem, or establishing and maintaining social relationship and 

friendships”.
38
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Lado in Kumaryati said, “Speaking ability is described as the ability to 

report acts or situation, in precise words, or the ability to covers or to 

express a sequence of ideas fluently.
39

 

From the theories above, it can be concluded that speaking ability 

is the ability to make an action or situation by précising words. Good 

speaking ability will make the people who become our partners in 

communication can understand what we said. A good speaker will convey 

their aims in a communication by clearly explanation and the others can 

get the purpose without any misconception. Furthermore, Speaking is 

become an important part of processing meaning through verbal or non- 

verbal symbol. In conveying the purpose the speaker always hopes if the 

listener will easy, understand about the aim in communication. The good 

communication is not just depends on one person. As we know the 

purpose of communication is to get the information from another 

accurately. 

6. Concept of Teaching Speaking 

Teaching speaking is a kind of teaching language skill that has 

been taught for many years ago. It very important both for learners and the 

teachers, because through this teaching, the teacher can have their students 

become communicatively competent in using their second language, and 
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for the students, they will be able to operate the language in their real 

situation orally.  

There are there main reasons for getting students to speak in the 

classroom.
40

 Firstly, speaking activities provide rehearsal opportunities, 

chances to practice real-life speaking in the safety of the classroom. 

Secondly, speaking tasks in which students try to use any or all the 

languages they know provide feedback for both teacher and students. And 

finally, the more students have opportunities to activate the various 

elements of language they have stored in their brains, the more automatic 

their use of these elements become.  

7. The Components of Speaking Ability 

Speaking is very important skill in mastering English for students 

who learn English required mastering the ability to speak and 

communicate with each other. There are five aspects that have great 

influence toward speaking ability: 

a. Vocabulary 

Students need to learn the component of language. They need to 

learn what the words mean and how they are used. Meaning the, the 

students need to have plenty of vocabularies. Vocabulary comprises the 

right and appropriate use of word. One of the extreme aspects the supports 

speaking in English is vocabulary. Hornby that vocabulary is the total 
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number of words in a language.
41

 It seem that vocabulary plays an 

important role in speaking without an extensive vocabulary we will be 

unable to have learned. 

b. Grammar 

Grammar means the ability to use sentence in general and 

structural use. Grammar is important aspect in speaking. If we do not 

know the appropriate grammar in sentence, the listener will be doubt for 

what we have said. Grammar is one of the language competent. Brown 

states that grammar is a system of rules governing the conventional 

arrangement and relationship of word in sentences by using the correct 

grammar the listener will know when the action happens, where the action 

takes place, who is the audience, who is speaking etc. 

c. Fluency 

Speaking is an activity of reproducing words orally. It indicates 

that there is a process of exchanging ideas between speaker and listener. 

According to Hornby, fluency is able to speak or write a language or 

performs an action smoothly or expressed in a smooth and fluently in 

order to makes someone easy to understand what he or she said.
42

 

d. Pronunciation 

According to Marianne Celee-Murcia, pronunciation is a 

characteristic of the huge potential the only a small subset of sounds is 
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systematically used in speaking any one language.
43

 To make our 

communication accepted by our listeners. It is better for us to pronoun the 

words clearly, especially with the that has mots similar pronunciation such 

as head (hed), and hate (heit), and the word that has similar formation such 

as “read” in the regular (pronounced ri:d) and in the regular ( pronounce 

red). 

C. Teaching English at SMA/MA Level 

Teaching English in SMA/MA level based on the syllabus that is applied 

in the school. This study investigated the correlation between student‟s 

vocabulary mastery and speaking ability especially at eleventh grade 

students.  

According to the syllabus of SMA/MA level, the objective of the teaching 

learning process is designed to enable the students to speak English 

covering various topics, activities, expression, and etc. furthermore, the 

material were talking more about asking and giving opinion and advice, 

declaring hopes and wishes, invitation, private letter, procedure text, 

passive voice, conditional sentences, factual report, analytical exposition 

text, biography text, and songs.  
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D. Correlation between Students’ Vocabulary Mastery and Their 

Speaking Ability 

Correlation research is carried out for one of two basic purposes either to 

help explain important human behaviors or to predict likely outcomes.
44

 

According to Balnaves, Correlation research is non-experimental research 

that is similar to ex post facto research in that they both employ data 

derived from pre-existing variable.
45

 Correlational designs provide an 

opportunity for you to predict scores and explain the relationship among 

variable.  

In correlational research designs, investigators use the correlation 

statistical test to describe and measure the degree of association (or 

relationship) between two or more variables or sets of scores. From both 

of the definitions above, correlation research is a research that carried out 

of both employ data from pre-exist the variables without manipulating the 

data.  

Vocabulary mastery is very important in speaking. Vocabulary is 

one of the important elements in building up English. Through this 

element, someone communicate, learn and think. Therefore, the learning 

of vocabulary is fundamental need to support some learners to master 

English, because the ability of students to speak and to comprehend the 

subject is relatively determined by their vocabulary mastery. Being able to 
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speak in English, one needs to have enough vocabulary to express own 

idea. Therefore, speaking is one way of giving and finding information 

through oral communication. Speaker of English that vocabulary is needed 

so much and not less important that grammar. Many students are still 

doubtful to expose their ideas in English because they have limited 

vocabulary in their mind.  

E. Frame of Thinking 

Speaking is one of the subject that needed to be learned and 

practice by students in Indonesia. But some students still get difficulty to 

practice speaking. One of problem that may influence students speaking 

material is difficulty of speaking material itself. In addition another factor 

that may influence students is vocabulary. The students who are troubled 

with vocabulary may feel incapable to achieve a good result on test or task 

that teacher gave. Thus, in a process of achieving a good result, the 

students would feel difficult to concentrate, to remember ideas and speak 

something new. Consequently, those negative feelings will influence their 

practice. Hence, the investigate will be intended to students whether 

students with high vocabulary will get low score in speaking English, 

meanwhile the students with low vocabulary will get high score in 

speaking English. To know the students vocabulary, it should be given 

multiple choice to know vocabulary mastery. The dialogue is to prove 

students speaking. 

 



 

F. Hypothesis of Study  

It is assumed that there is a correlation between students‟ 

vocabulary mastery and their speaking ability at the eleventh grade of 

SMA N 17 Bandar Lampung. The hypothesis which is formulated in this 

study as follow: 

1. Null Hypothesis (Ho) 

There is no correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery and 

their speaking ability at the eleventh grade of SMA N 17 Bandar 

Lampung in the academic year of 2019/2020. 

2. Alternative Hypothesis (Hɑ) 

There is a correlation between students‟ vocabulary mastery and 

their speaking ability at the eleventh grade of SMA N 17 Bandar 

Lampung in the academic year of 2019/2020.  
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